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PREFACE. 


Thx  very  extraordinary  success  of  the  Autbor^s 
^  Random  Recollections  of  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons^''  has  led  to  the  production  of  the  pre- 
flent  Tolumes.  If  they  only  meet  with  a  recep- 
tion half  as  bvourable  as  his  two  previous  works, 
be  will  have  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied.  Tie 
preparation  of  ^The  Great  Metropolis^  has  been 
attended  with  much  labour^  as  almost  every 
statement  in  it  is  the  result  of  personal  inquiry 
or  personal  observation.  In  his  anxiety  to  pro- 
cure correct  information  on  the  various  subjects 
he  has  treated,  the  Author  has»  in  several  in- 
stances, visited  places,  and  mixed  with  classes 
of  men,  before  unknown  to  him.  It  is  possible 
that,  notwithstanding  all  his  care  to  be  accurate 
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in  his  hctB,  Bome  erron  may  have  crept  into  Ae 
work;  but  he  is  confident  that  these  are  few 
and  unimportant 

He  trusts  that  what  he  has  said  about  llie 
newspaper  and  periodical  press,  will  be  found  to 
be  characterised  by  a  spirit  of  perfect  fBumess. 
To  write  in  that  spirit  has»  he  can  say  with 
truth,  been  his  anxious  desire.  EQs  chief  objedy 
in  that  part  of  the  work,  has  been  to  point  out 
what  appears  to  him  the  peculiar  ezceUeodes  of 
die  Tarious  journals. 

iMidam.  Oetobtr^  1686. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


GENERAL  CHARACTSRI8TIC& 

Size  of  the  metropolis — ^Number  of  its  inhabitant*-* 
Its  appearance:— Crowded  state  of  the  leading  tho« 
roughfiwe»r-The  little  interest  ftit  in  eadi  other^s 
aflhirs  by  the  inhabitants^Is  a  little  world  hi  it. 
self— Appearance  of  the  streets  at  different  times  ■ 
Fashionable  districts— Changes  in  this  respect- 
Often  changes  its  inhabitants— Supposed  Tie  w  of  the 
metropolis  from  the  top  pf  8t  Paul's— PifFerenee 
fan  Its  appearance  in  different  places — Is  the  metro* 
pqUs  of  the  civilised  world. 

Thb  firat  tibiiig  which  strikes  a  person  on  his 
wting  London,  for  the  first  time^  is  its  amaring 
extei^  In  walking  through  its  streets  he  fiui- 
cies  Umsdff  in  a  ?ast  vorld  of  houses,  out  of 
whidi  there  is  no  eseapii^«    Let  a  staranger  be 
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placed  in  the  centre  of  the  metropolis,  and  take 
what  direction  he  will,  he  cannot  fiiil,  from  the 
distance  he  will  have  to  walk  before  he  reaches 
the  outskirts,  to  be  struck  with  amazement 
at  its  enormous  extent;  but  if  he  starts  from 
Hyde-park  Comer  and  proceeds  towards  Poplar, 
even  should  he  take  the  most  direct  way, — which 
is  through  Oxford-street,  Holbom,  Newgate- 
street,  Cheapside,  G>mhill,  Leadenhall-street^ 
Whitechapel,  and  the  Commercial-road, — he  will 
feel  himself  quite  wearied  with  the  journey  he 
has  performed^  and  will  be  overwhelmed  with 
astonishment  at  the  size  of  the  place,  long  before 
he  has  reached  his  destination*  The  distance 
from  Hyde-park  Comer  to  Poplar^  by  the  most 
<firect  road,  is  nearly  dght  miles.  To  walk  over 
■nch  an  extent  of  ground  amidst  the  everiasting 
jostfing  and  interruptions  which  one  has  to  en- 
counter in  the  crowded  thoroughfares  of  Lon* 
don,  is  no  easy  task.  Those  who  have  once 
achieved  such  a  pedestrian  fea^  will  feel  no  dis- 
position to  repeat  it  But  it  is  not  in  its  lengdi 
only  that  London  is  a  place  of  vast  magnitude : 
it  is  proportionately  broad*  In  some  parts  its 
bruuMi  is  upwards  of  five  miles,  and  its  avnagie 
breadth  is  little  short  of  four  miles.  Rs  cfrcmfrA 
lerMBe  m  1890  was  estimated  at  ddrty  mileBi 
Takh^  into  account  the  great  addMoM  wfaidi 
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htre  rinoB  been  mute  to  its  suborbfl)  wo  towf 
safely  oondude  that  its  dnnimfsreneenow  is  not 
less  tiian  thirty-fire  miles.  Tlie  area  o  the 
metropofis  is  calculated  to  exceed  14,000  square 
acres.  It  is  divided  into  no  feiwer  than  153  p»> 
risbes.  The  computed  number  of  its  streets, 
hnes,  rows,  alleys,  courts,  &c.  is  about  10,000 
and  it  boasts  of  upwards  of  eighty  squares.  It 
b  impossible  to  tell  with  any  certainty  the  num- 
ber of  houses  contained  in  London ;  but  the 
most  moderate  eakniadon  which  has  been  made 
represents  it  as  shore  350,000.  The  popuhu 
tion  is  at  least  £^000,000. 

By  die  census  of  .1881,  flie  population  of 
London  was  given  at  1,640,288^  as  Atided  into 
the  followii^  districts : — 


C&ty  iiitilun  Oie  mSk 

•              . 

65,776 

C%  widioat  tin  walb 

.          • 

«i»815 

City  of  WestmiBster 

•              . 

303,601 

Borough  of  Souuiwaiic 

.          • 

77,796 

Ott  puiabM  in  die  InBB  of 

mortsfity. 

641,058 

Fteiabes  not  in  the  bills  of  mortalily . 

909^567 

Oaier  plaees  not  vidiin  the 

newjodi- 

daldrde 

• 

90^986 

Total 

1,640^968 
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This  was  the  popakdon  of  the  metropolis  in 
1831,  and  as  from  1801  up  to  1831,  the  popn- 
lation  bad  increased  at  the  rate  of  twenty  .per 
cent  every  ten  years,  I  am  quite  justified  in  as* 
suming  that  during  the  last  fiye  years  it  has  in- 
creased ten  per  cent,  which  would  give,  as  near 
as  can  be,  a  population  at  the  present  nioment 
of  no  less  than  2,000,000. 

The  population  of  the  metropolis  has  nearly 
doubled  itself  wilhin.tbe  last  half-century.  To 
fiimish  the  necessary  accommodation  for  tlue 
rapid  increase  in  the  population,  a  great  nuB^ 
ber  of  new  houses  are  being  constantly  built 
In  the  year  1830,  it  was  estimated  that  no 
fewer  than  2,000  new  bouses  were  added  to 
the  already  overgrown  metropolis.  As  to  the 
wealth  of  London,  there  exist  no  data  for  conw 
iQg  to  a  positive  conclusion;  but  a  conjecture 
may  be  made  on  the  subject  when  I  mention 
tihat  the  yearly  rental  exceeds  £7,000,000. 

The  houses  in  London  are  almost  all  built  of 
bricks  of  a  dark  brow^  colour.  The  only  exoep- 
tions  are  the  churches,  and  some  other  of  the 
principal  public  edifices,  wfaidi  are  built  of  P(»t- 
land  and  other  stone.  Generally  speakin;^  the 
houses  are  plainly  built:  no  attempt  is  made  at 
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oniamentiiig  the  exterior;  neidier  ire  thejr,  wifli 
§Bw  exceptions^  commodioiis.  Hie  height  does 
not  usually  exceed  three  or  four  stories,  and  the 
rooms  are  mostly  CTialL  The  walls  are  remaik-i> 
able  for  their  ihumess  compared  with  those  of 
the  bouses  in  most  country  towns.  One  cannot 
help  wondering  that  with  such  slender  walk  the 
houses  should  last^  as  they  often  do^  far  upwards 
of  two  hundred  years. 

Tlie  exterior  of  the  houses  in  London  intia- 
riably  disappdnts  those  who  vunt  it  for  tiie  first 
time.  TVith  the  mere  appearance  of  the  pkoe, 
people  in  the  country  always  associate  something 
that  is  beautiful  and  magnificent;  and  when  fhe 
stranger  sees  it  he  can  scarcely  credit  Ihe  evi- 
dence  of  his  eyes.  Nothing  certainly  could  be 
more  plain  and  heavy  in  appearance  than  the  in- 
finite  majority  of  the  houses.  The  principal  ex- 
ceptions are  some  modem  erections  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Charing  Cross,  on  the  north  side  of 
St  James's  Pkrk,  Regenf  s-street,  and  the  nogfa- 
bourhood  of  Regenf  s  Park.  Hie  only  street 
wfaidi  has  the  least  pretension  to  taste  or  beauty, 
IB  R^[ent-street  The  exterior  of  its  houses 
exUbit^  by  means  of  a  certain  cement,  a 
▼oy  excellent  hnitation  of  freestone.  Moet 
of  the  public  buiUings,  however,  are  hand- 
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and  maii^atiCf  and  are  diiaiy  foim^il  of 
granite. 

But  though  the  exterior  of  the  houses  in  Lon- 
don has  nothing  attracthre^  the  interior  in  many 
instanoes  exhibits  gteat  splendour;  while  most 
of  the  shops  in  the  leading  streets  are  done  up 
in  a  style  of  elsganoe^  fax  surpassing  anything 
of  which  A  person  from  the  country  could  haye 
any  previous  idea.  In  some  instanees»  indeed* 
the  sjdendour  of  London  shops  exceeds  that  of 
the  most  magnificent  apartments  in  the  man* 
sions  of  our  nobility. 

In^piooeeding  along  the  great  thorough£Bresof 
the  metropolis,  the  stranger  is  astonished  at  the 
▼ast  crowds  of  people  he  meets.  Whichever  side  of 
the  street  he  is  on,  or  in  whatever  direction  he 
looka^he  sees  nothing  on  the  pavement  but  a  dense 
mass  of  human  bangs,  not  stationary  or  inactive, 
but  aU  proceeding  on  th^  respective  errands  with 
as  much  expedition  as  the  crowded  state  of  the 
thoiou^bfiBrp  will  allow.  In  Cact,  even  when 
one  has  nothing  to  hujpry  hnn,  it  is  so  much  the 
custom  to  walk  at  a  quick  pace  in  the  crowded 
parts  of  town,  that  he  appears  to  be  in  as  great 
haste  as  if  he  had  just  received  intelligence  of 
his  house  beii^  on  fire.    In  such  places  as  Lud- 
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gate-hiB,  Kewgate-fltreeli  or  Cheapside^  joql 
hardly  ever  epooimter  a  loiterer.  You  may  be 
ttapped  m  your  prpgreaa  fay  coniiDg  in  ooUiaiaa 
witfai  aoxne  one  who  is  going  in  as  great  a  hurry 
•a  your^df  in  the  opposite  directioD;  but  yoo 
bare  hardly  ever  to  posh  any  one  aside  to  lal 
you  pas9»  who  is  prooeeding  in  the  same  rout^ 
Indeect  the  great  point  in  dispute^  amidst  the 
hosts  of  pedestrians  who  throng  the  payements^ 
is  who  oan  thread  his  way  through  the  adrancmg 
crowds  he  has  to  eneounter  with  the  greatest 
alacrity.  The  Ettriek  Shepherd,  when  in  Lon- 
doiv  in  J8S2,  observed  in  his  own  peeuliar  but 
felicitous  styles  <^fthat  all  the  folks  he  saw  indie 
principal  streets,  seemed  to  be  in  as  great  s 
hurry  as  if  Death  himself  had  been  following 
Iwid  at  their  heek.'' 

,  Of  the  ccowded  state  of  the  leading  streets  of 
the  metropo^Ss,  some  idea  may  he  formed  uliea 
I  mentiGai  that  a  few  years  ago  the  number  of 
penonswho  ccossed  Lond<m  Bridge  in  one  day 
was  counted,  and  found  to  be  irery  nearly  90,690. 
As  Cbeapaide  is  a  much  more  crowded  the* 
roo^ifiuie  tiban  London  Bridge,  we  may  safoly 
oondude  thai  the  number  of  persons  who  pass 
aloog  it  every  day  is  not  mueh  under  100,0M. 
Ihen  there  is  the  middle  of  tb^  leading 
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•treets:  Uiey  are  so  crowded  with  cabriolets^ 
hackney-eoachee^  omnibnsesy  &c  all  driving  al 
aa  furious  a  rate  as  if  on  an  unfrequented  turn- 
pike road,  that  you  ha^  aometinies  to  wait  a 
considerable  period  before  yon  can  venture  to 
cross  from  one  side  to  the  otber,  and  then  only 
by  making  die  greatest  possible  baste.  It  is 
reaUy  surprising  that  with  the  rapidity  witii 
which  these  Tehides  drive  along  the  streets^  90 
few  accidents  should  occur.  Hie  stranger  frm- 
dee  every  moment  that  some  oob  will  be  rim 
over,  or  that  some  serious  accident  will  take 
place  from  their  coming  in  collitton.  The 
circumstance  of  so  few  accidents  occurring,  is 
to  be  ascribed  te  the  remarkable  dexterity  of 
tiie  drivers.  Hiey  will  often  drive  at  the  most 
rapid  pace  through  an  open  space  of  no  greater 
breadth  than  allowa  thdr  own  vdudes  two  or 
three  indies  <m  either  side.  But  the  skill  trith 
which  they  thread  theb  way  through  the  maaes 
of  other  vehidea  they  find  obstructing  thdr 
progress,  is  stitt  more  surprising.  Evta  the 
omnibuses^  the  moat  dumsy  and  least  manage* 
able  of  all  the  vehidea  whidi  crowd  our  stieetB, 
are  often  driven  in  a  zig4ag  direction,  at  aa 
rqpid  a  pace  as  the  horses  can  acconqilish,  witfi« 
oat  the  slightest  aoddent  occurring.   Thenum* 
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ber  of  cibnoletoy  or  cahv  9Bj  ht  Ae  sake  of 
hcrity,  they  are  usually  called,  orastautly  ply- 
ing in  the  8treet8  of  Londou,  is  about  l,iM)0; 
that  of  hadkney-ooachea  about  MO;  and  of  om* 
mbuaea  about  400.  When  to  these  are  added 
the  carriages^  gentlemen^s  cabriolets,  cart%  wft- 
gonsy  and  other  vehicles,  at  all  timea  on  tibe 
streets,  some  idea  will  be  formed  of  the  busKuesa 
and  bustte  whidi  diaracterise  the  leadu^  tho* 
nragfaCajes  of  the  metropolis. 

But  though  the  principal  streets  of  London 
are  thus  eonstantly  crowded  both  by  pedestrians 
andyehides  of  eveiy  description,  Aere  are  streets 
in  the  more  retired  parts  of  town,  in  whidi  there 
is  as  fittie  bustle,  or  appearance  of  business,  as 
if  the  houses  on  either  side  were  untisnanted 
One  may,  for  example,  enter  Gower-street^  and 
look  nearly  a  mile  before  him,  without  seeing 
above  three  or  four  individuals.  The  persons 
wlio  reside  in  this,  and  other  similar  streets, 
may  be  said  to  live  almost  as  much  in  solitude^ 
while  at  home,  as  if  the  <<lone  inhabitants  of 
some  desert  isle  P  Nothing  can  be  more  som- 
bre or  dull  than  the  appearance  of  sudb  streets. 
Ihere  is  nothing  to  relieve  the  eye.  If  you 
walk  on  an  unfrequented  road,  you  have  some 
variety  of  scenery  to  please  the  eye  and  divert 

B  6 


,y  Google 


10 


iie  iniid :  h^Kt  all  is  num^feoay,  aiid*tfaal»  tM^ 
•f  die  IsMt  attractiTis  kind. 

There  is  no  phoe  in  whidi  tbe  ityunotie^^ 
^  MiBd  your  qwb  busineM^''  is  so  -scrui^uloiisly 
itteiided  to  as  in  London*  Th^e  is  none  of 
that  prying  into  a  neighbour's  affiiirs»  ndueh  is 
ana  af  the  great  evils  of  aU  small  towns.  In 
fiiet»  there  is  no  snch  diing  as  neighbouffi  in 
Loodan, — ^in  Ihe  usual  meaning  of  &e  word. 
You  may  Hve  for  half  a  oeatury  in  one  liouset 
wiAMHit  knowing  the  name  of  the  person  who 
Eves  next  door :  it  is  quite  possible^  indeed,  you 
SMj  not  even  know  him  .by  sight  So  intentia 
eveiy  one  on  hi»  own  business  and  so  little  iop- 
tereated  in  that  of  others,  that  you  may,  if  you 
|dease^  walk  on  all  fours  in  the  public  streets, 
without  any  one  staying  to  bestow  a  look;  on 
you.  The  irishnum  m  America,  who  stood. in 
an  iuTorted  position  in  order  that  he  mig^t  be 
able  to  read  a  sign-boacd  turned  upside  down, 
wocdd  not^  in  all  probability,  ,had  the  drcum- 
ptanee  oocinred  in  I.ondon,  have  attracted  the 
notice  of  a  single  passer-by. 

People  in  the  country  have,  almost  without 
exception,  an  impressiim  that  one  cannot  walk 
the  stseets  of  L.ondon  without^personal  dai^r* 
Hwto  oeuU  not  be  a  more  erroneous  notion. 
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Piriiap0  tiwfe  is  no  toim  in  iim  "wqM  wlMt 
the  BHfety  of  the  iulgeci  it  «iMter  thn  in 
Ih0  oMtrapolis  of  Englanl  Y^a  may  walk  •$ 
any  liomr,  in  wof  part  of  Londom  wiAont  th0 
least  danger  of  any  outrage  being  offered  to  yoik 
Pioperly  ia,  abo,  eqoaBy  aecim:  hooaea  arai 
pofaapa,  leaa  ft«quexitly  broken  into  in  Leodon 
tban  in  any  town  in  the  kwgdoaa,  eohaiAarjag 
tbe  oomparatifa  populaljoiL  Wbalw^  loU* 
hm»  of  proparty  take  i^aoe  in  )MyvQa%  ar^  in 
Hie  great  nia|ority  of  cnaes, .  eomnittad  eidwr.  bgr 
fhe  aervwta  tlMiDaehai»  or  wilfa  their  coanivaQM 
The  gnat  aaciirity  nliicb.  both  peraon  and  pn^ 
perty  eigoy  in  the  aietnq[iaKa,ia  {ffindlpaHy  tp  ba 
aacnbed  to  tbe  weltr^gnlsted  aystam  of  jNlam 
wbidi  is  eatabUahed  in  it 

Another  eirooeoua  impraaHon  which  ia  Ml 
in<hecoimtryiegaidingLtHuiQin»iathfit  ttia  an 
iMihealiiiy  plaee.  The  bet  ia  quite  the  veveraa* 
It  ia  one  of  the  healthieat  tovna  in  Great  Bcitafint 
and  ia  by  fur  the  healthieat  metropolis  in  tha 
woiUL  It  ia  certainly  tnie  that  there  are  pa^ 
tieiikr  diatiidB  in  it^  which,  from  their  low,  eoi^ 
fined  aituation,  are  very  unhealthy;  but  theaa 
aretheeseeplionatothende.  Taken  as  a  wholes 
London,  aa  the  billa  of  mortality  and  the  nu^ 
bar  of  invalida  ahow,  11  a  place  of  great  aalnbrily . 
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Y«rioii8  ennes  lure  miigncd  fiv  Hm.  Ansog 
tliese  are  itB  gravcUy  and  dayqr  nte^  die  oir> 
cumstence  of  die  river  Thames  mnntiig  Aamofjtk 
i%  and  the  widtb  and  eleanncw  of  moat  of  Ua 
atreeta. 

The  annual  number  of  deaUia  in  London  ia» 
in  vound  nnmbera,  90,000.  Dr.  CSaik,  in  Ua 
late  treatiae  on  conaumption^ — incomparably  the 
beat  work  which  haa  erer  appeared  on  the  aub- 
ject» — ^aaya,  that  taking  the  aggregate  popuktion 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  a  fourth  part  of 
dvaae  who  die  from  natioal  eauaee,  are  earned 
off  by  eonamnption.  TVmn  some  atatementa  I 
here  aeon  of  the  TaikHu  caoaea  of  death  in  the 
metrotioli^  it  wodd  appear  diat  fully  dua  pre» 
portion  of  persons  die  of  consumption.  From 
diia  fiust  it  appears  diat  tUa  diaeaae  ia  making 
alarming  progress  bodi  in  the  metropolis  and  in 
die  country;  for  in  Dr.  Arbudmofs  time  it  waa 
calculated,  diat  out  of  every  ten  persons  who 
died  in  London,  only  one  was  carried  off  by 
eonaumption.  Hie  yearly  number  of  birdia  in 
the  metropolis  exceeds  that  of  the  deatha  by 
^000  or  a,ooo. 

The  metropolis,  aa  every  one  knows,  has  ita 
laahionable  and  unfiidiionable  diatricta.  The 
diatrieta  are  in  the  weat  end,  whidi 
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niif  be  and  to  comiDeiioe  at  Charing  Ooaa, 
Leioester  Square,  and  {voceed  westward  to 
Hyde  Fttrk,  and  northwod  to  the  Regentfa 
Faik.  Hie  diatrictseaatwaxd  of  Charing  Croaa, 
Leieealer  Square,  ftc,  are  all  considered  n»» 
fiidiionable^  being  duely  the  place  of  raaidenee 
of  men  engaged  in  business,  who  eidier  are  BOt 
able,  or  are  unwilMi^,  to  live  in  the  same  splen- 
dour as  diose  m  the  west  end. 

It  is  curious  to  contemplate  line  dianges  whidi 
tidke  place  in  the  locaKty  of  fuhion  as  wel  as 
m  everything  else.  A  century  bas  not  elapsed 
flince  the  neigfaboorhoods  of  Lincoln's-inn  Fields, 
davent  Chrden,  Soho,  &c.,  were  considered  the 
most  fiohionable  parts  of  London.  It  will  sur« 
prise  die  modem  pedestrian  through  London, 
when  be  is  infonned  that  at  the  begmning  of 
last  century,  houses  in  Berwick-street,  Greek* 
street,  &c.  which  are  now  severally  inhabited  by 
perhaps  three  or  four  different  fcmilies,  ail  in 
humble  circumstances,  were  the  town  resi- 
dences of  the  first  nobility  in  the  land.  From 
the  parts  of  the  town  wbich  I  have  just  men- 
tioned the  tide  of  fiishion  set  in  in  a  westerly  di- 
rection, in  which  it  continued  to  flow  until  a 
Ibw  years  ago,  when  it  advanced  rapidly  towards 
Begentfs  PariL.  The  streets,  abo^  most  celebrated 
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ht^  ^  flheppii^  of  Ibe  ariftoeracy,  have  on- 
dnrgoM  a  diaiige.  Fortjr.yean ha^e notelapaed 
ainee  Tayiatock«traet»  Covwt  Gaiden,  waatbe 
moat diatinguiahedm  Ziondoii  for  tbe  quantity 
and  quality  el  the  artidleB  which  ivere  thete  aold 
todieMbility.  An  aged  genflf^pan  baa  men- 
tioned to  me  that  he  reeoUeeta  quite  well  seeiiv 
it  daily  crowded  ipth  the  earriagea  of  the  aria* 
tocracy,  and  that  tmiea  without  numher  baa  he 
known  £600  worth  of.articleadiapoaedo^  by  one 
Aopf  in  the  ooune  of  one  foienpon*  Now  it,  ia 
oomparatiTely  deserted :  the  sight  of  a  carriage  ia 
it  ia  quite  a  noyelty.  It  waa  supplanted  in  the 
good  graoea  of  the  fiishionablea  by  Bond-atree^ 
which  for  many  years  enjoyed  the  exduaire  dia- 
tinction  of  being  resorted  to  by  them.  Of  late 
years  i^  in  its  turn, has  Igstcaste:  Regent's-street 
has  been  a  formidable  rival  to  it^  and  threatena 
ta  distance  it  still.. further. 

London  m^  be  eaid  to  be  a  little  world  in 
itseli  Eyerything  you  want  can  be  there  pro- 
cured, provided  you  have  the  means,  on  an  in« 
credibly  short  notice.  There  are  men'  of  all 
countries  and  climes  in  it  You  meet  willi 
every  variety  of  human  opinion  and  human  cha- 
racter within  its  vast  circumference.  There  is 
no  other  metropolis  in  the  wcMrld  which  can,  ia 
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dw  nmfout,  be  compftrod  with  it  It  is  am- 
pitted  tbet  there  are^on  an  avenge,  120,000 
fllfSBgfn  ai  all  times,  staying  oaljr  for  a  few 
dsffl^.in  London,  The  number  of  Scotchmen 
gippeiCid  to  be  in  London,  is  130,000,  beuig 
within  a  few  thousands  of  the  population  of 
JEdinbiffgfa.  The  number  of  Irishmen  is  com- 
pitfed  at  200^000,  bring  nearly  equal  to  the 
population  of  Dublin*  The  number  of  French- 
men in  the  metropolis  is  calculated  to  be  about 
30,000. 

It  JGs  curious  to  contrast  the  appearance  of  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  with  their  appearance  in  the  middle  of 
the  day.  At  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ings there  is  not  a  sound  to  be  beard,  except 
when  <the.  -silence  is  broken  by  the  feeble  voice 
of  the  worn-out  drowsy  watchman  calling  the 
hour.*  AH  is  hushed,  as  if  the  silence  of  death 
re^^ned  throughout  Nor  is  there  anything  to 
attract  the  eye,  except  a  few  cabs  and  faaekney- 
ooaches,  stationed  here  and  there  in  the  streets, 
with  the  horses  and  drivers  equally  dispirited 
from  sheer  exhaustion.    In  seven  or  eight  hours 

*  And  even  this  it  only  tobs  lieard  in  tlie  Citf,    la 
lliftsi*tMirlM!»  the  police  do  not  now  call  the  hour. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


16  OBKERAL  CnABACTEEUniOB. 

afterwutJUiy  the  pavements  of  the  great  tboroiigfa- 
fares  are  densely  crowded  with  human  beingiy 
all  busy  and  bustHng,  while  the  street  presents 
to  the  eye  so  vastanumberofcarriagesiooadies^ 
cabriolets,  carts,  wagons,  ftc,  that  you  ave 
astonished  how  the  drivers  manage  to  move 
them  a  step.  To  the  stranger's  ears,  the  loud 
and  everlasting  rattling  of  the  countless  vehiofea 
which  ply  in  the  streets  of  London,  is  ani  in* 
tolerable  annoyance.  Conversation  with  a  friend 
with  whom  one  diances  to  meet  in  mid-day  in 
the  leading  streets  of  London,  is  out  of  the 
question.  The  one  cannot  hear  a  word  the 
other  says.  Both  voices,  no  matter  how  stento- 
rian, are  completely  drowned  by  the  loud  and 
unintermitting  clatter  caused  by  the  wheels  of 
the  various  vehicles  which  crowd  the 'great  the- 
rough&res. 

1  have  often  been  struck  with  the  circum- 
stance of  meeting  with  so  few  persons,  compara- 
tively,  who  were  bom  in  the  metropolis.  Take 
any  fifty  grown-up  individuals  with  whom  you 
happen  to  be  in  company,  jand  the  probability  is 
you  will  not  find  more  than  one  or  two  who  first 
drew  their  breath  in  London.  So  very  few  ia 
the  number  of  those  bora  in  the  metropolis, 
compared  with  tliose  who  have  come  from  some 
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odier  part  of  tfaeworid  to  Bettle  in  it^  that  if  t#o 
penona  diance  to'be  speaking  about  a  third,  the 
one  is  rare,  aa  a  matter  of  courae,  to  ask  the 
other  what  part  of  the  country  he  cemes  from, 
provided  he  auppoaes  his  friend  can  fumidi  him 
vidt  the  deeired  inlbnnation. 

Peshapa  there  ia  no  place  in  the  world  wUdi 
80  frequentlj  ehangea  its  inhabitants  aa  London. 
They  are  constantly  ahifting.  It  ia  computed 
that,  OB  an  average,  20,000.  people  enter  it 
daily,  wMle  nearly  an  equal  number  depart  from 
it  It  is  %ke  a  great  rortei,  drawing  persmia 
tMBk  aD  parts  of  the  wdrU  into  it^  and,  after 
wlnrfiiig  them  about  a  short  time^  again  throw- 
ing them  out  One  large  class  of  persons  come 
to  it  on  bumness,  and  when  that  is  done,  return 
to  the  coantrr.  Others  come  in  quest  of  em- 
ployment, and,  not  being  successful  in  the 
search,  qmt  it  for  some  other  part  of  the  king- 
dom or  (rf  the  world.*  A  fimd  dass  visit  the 
metropolis  fisr  porposes  of  pleasure,  and  probably 
nmain  in  it  aa  long  aa  their  money  lasts,  which 
fawmea  of  pleasure  find  to  be  any  rery  lengthened 
period,  and  then  lecam  home^  to  lament  their 
Uy,  with  the  addition,  it  maybe,  of  a  shattered 
bmMtoanemptypoc&et;  irtiile  there  ia  a  very 
laigeclaaa  of  persona  iriio  come  to  it  ttom  every 
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part  of  the  country  on  their  way  to  the  Tanoue 
qiurtera  of  the  globe,  beeauA  it  has  fiujiifiea 
peculiar  to  itself  for  ataiting  to  every  spot 
of  the  habitable  world  Supposing  a  peraon 
were  to  walk  up  and  down  Cheapnde  for  a 
whole  day,  and  it  were  poaaible  for  him  to  lunre 
a  perfect  recoUection  of  the  distinctive  features 
of  every  human  &ce  he  saw,  he  would  be  sur- 
prised, on  repeating  the  task  s  month  after- 
wards, at  the  vast  disproportion  of  the  persona 
he  had  seen  before  and  thoee  who  now  passed 
lum  for  the  first  time. 

Two  acquuntanoes  may  be  in  London  for 
twenty  or  tlurty  years  without  ever  meting 
together  by  accident  in  the  atreets.  I  myself 
know  pemons  who  in  their  school-boy  days  in 
the  country  were  bosom  companions,  who  have 
been  twenty  years  in  town  without  once  croesi]^ 
eadi  odier^s  path. 

Xences  wept  wEen  he  surveyed  his  fine 
army  of  a  million  of  men  from  an  eminence,  at 
the  thought  tbatin  a  hundred  years  afterwards 
not  one  of  the  soldiers  who  stood  vigorous  and 
healtiby  before  him  would  be  alive.  The  theme 
was  a  fitting  one  on  which  to  moralise,  and  the 
tears  of  that  great  general  ^ere  natural  aad 
eemmendaUe  on  die  oeoavon.     I  have  often 
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tfwQg^  what  must  be  tfie  emotomofa: 
viioBe  feeCnga  led  him  to  Bjrmpathize  with  the 
brotherhood  of  mankind,  and  who  had  been 
taught  to  look  on  hia  feUow-creatima  with  the 
eye  of  a  Chriatian,  were  he  to  atation  himself  on 
the  top  of  St  Paul's,  which  ia  480  feet  abore 
the  general  levd  of  the  metropofis,  and  look 
down  on  the  houses  and  streets  within  a  circle 
of  five  miles.  The  painful  and  humiliatiqg 
Uiought  would  intrude  itself  m  his  mind,  that 
in  those  housea  andstreets  there  were  no  fewer 
than  two  ndl&ons  of  his  feUow-beiogfl^  and  yet 
that  of  this  vast  number,  though  now  aa  busy  and 
bustling  as  if  this  world  were  to  be  their  eternal 
homsb  there  will  not,  in  all  probability,  ere  the 
lapse  of  a  century,  be  one  solitary  individual  whose 
body  ia  not  mouldering  in  the  dust  London 
win  no  doubt  be  as  populous  then  aa  now ;  but 
its  inhabitants  will  be  a  race  who  have  not  aa 
yet  any  ''local  habitation  or  a  name  f  who  have 
no^  indeed,  even  an  existence. 

Standing  on  the  central  elevation  of  the  top 
of  St  Paul's,  there  are  other  thoughts  that 
would  crowd  on  the  mind  of  the  moralist  He 
would  think  of  the  great  difference  there  is  in 
the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the  vaat  as-* 
seaaUage  of  peojple  residing  within  the  space 
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which  his  eye  could  so  easily  take  in.  In  one 
place,  he  would  see  the  abode  of  abounding  afflu- 
ence,  splendour,  and  luxury;  in  another,  the  haUi- 
tation  of  poverty,  destitution,  and  wretchedness, 
in  all  their  most  afflicting  forms.  That  is  a 
house.which  is  the  seat  of  all  that  is  virtuous 
under  heaven ;  this  is  inhabited  by  persons  who 
are  capable  of  every  crime  which  man  can  com- 
mit, and  whose  lives  have  unifermly  eiLhibited 
the  most  determined  opposition  to  the  laws  of 
the  supreme  Being  and  the  interests  of  society. 
But  on  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the 
metropolis,  I  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to 
speak  at  some  length. 

There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  different  parts  of  London,  as  wdl 
as  in  that  of  the  persons  you  meet  with  in  the 
streets.  At  the  West-end,  you  see  fine  houses 
wherever  you  turn  your  eyes;  at  St  Giles, 
Oeorge*s-in-the-fields,  &C.,  and  in  the  various 
parts  at  the  East-end,  you  see  all  the  outward 
appearances  of  poverty.  Go  to  Hyde-park* 
Regent^s-park,  and  the  other  fashionable  parts, 
of  town,  and  you  perceive  an  aristocratic  air  in 
the  very  persons  you  encounter  in  the  streets. 
You  not  only  see  splendid  equipages  in  every 
direction,  but  the  pedestrians  also  partake  otiikd 
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^gea£Sty^  of  the  distriet  of  the  town.  £yen 
the  flenrantB  in  Ihrery  who  there  cross  your  path, 
walk  so  stifSy  and  primly,  and  have  such  an 
appeannee  of  self-consequence,. that  one  is  in 
danger  of  taking  off  his  hat  to  them  before  he 
has  time  to  think  what  he  is  about  Nay,  the 
▼eiy  horses  seem  to  partake  of  the  aristocratic 
bearing  of  those  to  whom  they  belong.  Go, ' 
again,  into  the  districts  of  the  town  which  are 
dnefly  tlie  abode  of  the  working  classes,  and 
yon  see  at  once  a  difference  not  only  in  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  the  houses,  but  in  that  of 
the  persons  you  casuaUy  meet  in  the  streets.  It 
is  curious  to  contemplate  the  effect  which  wealth 
thus  has  even  on  one^s  walking  in  the  streets,  and 
on  the  personal  deportment  of  mankmd. 

London  is  not  only  the  metropolis  of  Great 
Britain,  but  may,  in  one  sense,  be  said  to  be 
the  metropolis  ct  the  world  It  is  the  great 
eentre  of  cirilixation.  Here  are  congregated 
together  from  all  parts  of  the  earth,  the  most 
distinguished  men  in  every  branch  of  literature, 
science,  and  art  Its  moral  and  political  influ- 
ence ia  felt  and  admitted  to  the  extremities  of 
liie  civilised  world.  It  yearly  thrusts  forth  its 
thousands  of  missionaries  to  every  section  of 
the  globes  to  advance  the  great  cause  of  religious, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


22  CafiNEAAL  CHAKACTERIsnCS. 

intellectiULl}  imd  social  ireg^cr&tioiL  Some  go 
out  professedly  on  this  eitand  of  mercy;  olbers 
▼imt  file  remoter  parts  of  the  earth,  for  purposes 
of  trade  and  conmerce,  bat  contribute  essen* 
tially  to  promote  the  cause  of  moral  and  sodal 
amelioration  by  dieir  exempiuy  conduct 
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CHAPTER  It 

TH8  THEATRES. 

Gepenl  EeBUuttf— Kmg't  Theatre—Drury  Lane— Co* 
reat  Chutten^Mucellaneoua  obaeiratioiit  on  the 
larger  establiahments— Haymarket  Theatre— £ng. 
liah  Opera  House— Braham's  Theatre^The  Olym. 
plo— The  Addpy^New  Strand  Theatre^Attle/e— 
TheQnecn'B  Theatre— The  Victoria  Theatre— Tbe 
Surrey— The  Gaitiek  Theatre— Other  minor  houiet 
—The  audiences-- Damning  a  Piece  —  Difibrence 
between  the  past  and  present  state  of  the  thea- 
tres, &e.  &c 

IvaimrkdeTolodto  << Tie  Great  MetropoUii^'' 
ili^iild  be  an  unpardonable  omisiida^  were  I  to 
pM  orer  flie  theatres  in  nlenoe.  They  maybe 
wtUi  to  be  ^  priddpal  mnaee  of  aaramneftt 
to  aU  daneee  of  the  infaabitaBtB.  The  fai^nsl 
and  tihe  loweet,  the  most  inteDeetoal  and  amt 
iOitenite^  eraice  an  equal  partialily  to  th^n. 
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The  people  of  London  are  a  theatre-going  peo- 
ple, in  the  largest  and  broadest  acceptation  of 
the  phrase.  Persons  in  the  country  can  have  no 
idea  of  the  ardour  and  universality  of  the  pas- 
sion for  theatricals  in  the  metropolis.  It  is  so 
powerful  widi  a  very  numerous  dass,  both  in  the 
higher  and  lower  ranks  of  life,  that  it  must  be 
gratified  at  any  sacrifice,  and  under  any  or- 
cumstances.  It  is  with  those  to  whom  I  refer 
an  artificial  necessity  of  their  nature.  There  are 
thousands  of  persons  moving  in  the  upper  ranks 
of  society,  whose  means  are  so  limited  consider- 
ing their  station,  that  they  are  obliged  to  pracs 
tise  the  most  rigid  economy  even  in  what  Lord 
Bacon  calls  "  the  aflhirs  of  the  belly,'*  who  never- 
theless feel  themselves  impelled,  by  the  necessity 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  to  incur  a  great  ex- 
pense in  their  attendance  on  the  theatres.  They 
would  be  perfectly  miserable  were  they  to  suffer 
eight  or  ten  days  to  elapse  without  witnessing 
the  representation  of  any  new  piece  which 
chances  to  be  brought  out  at  any  of  the  leading 
houses;  aad  as  new  pieces  are  almost  nightly 
ooming  out  at  one  or  other  of  the  laiger  esta^ 
Miahments,  it  will  be  readily  percrived  that  the 
mouBl;  of  expense  incurred  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  by  a  theatre-going  fiunify,  must  be  very 
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great  Hie  passion  for  theatricals  is,  if  possible, 
still  greater  among  the  lower  orders  in  the  me* 
tropolis.  To  want  meals  during  the  whole  of 
the  day  would  be  no  privation  at  all  to  the 
persons  to  whom  I  refer,  providedthey  could  only 
by  such  priyation  provide  themselves  with  the 
means  of  vinting  the  theatre  at  night  Many  a 
himgry  beDy  and  ragged  back  is  Ihere  among 
die  hoBt  of  the  unwai^ed  in  tfie  upper  or  one 
shilling  gafleries  of  Drury  Lane  and  Covent 
Garden,  and  in  &e  sixpenny  elevations  of  the 
Surrey,  Victoria,  and  other  theatres.  I  believe 
that  more  of  the  youths  among  the  lower  orders 
in  London^  begin  their  careers  as  diieves  in 
order  that  they  may  have  the  means  of  gratiify* 
ing  Aeir  penchant  for  theatricals,  than  from 
any  other  casuse  that  could  be  named.  I  may 
mention  as  a  angular  fflustration  of  die  strength 
of  tfab  passion  for  lustriotiic  repr^entadon 
among  die  lower  classes  in  London,  that  when 
any  of  the  houses  are  expected  to  be  unusually 
fbO,  tfaey  will  besiege  the  doors  in  great  nnoH 
ben,  two  or  three  hours  before  the  tune  of 
opening  diem,  in  their  anxi^  to  get  a  good 
seaL  Hiougfa  the  doors  of  Druiy  Lane  do  not 
open  tin  half-past  rix,  I  have  repeatedly  seen 
the  passage  leading  to  the  one  shiffing  gallery 
crowded  with  boys  and  young  men  of  the  class 
rou  u  c 
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I  Ii«3re  meaticmed,  as  early  bb  three  o'dodc  Ib 
the  struggle  for  a  front  seat  in  the  upper  gallery 
of  Drury  Lane  some  years  smce,  a  Jew  boy  fell 
oVer,  and  was  killed  on  the  spot 

The  number  of  persons  who  on  an  average 
attend  the  theatres  every  night  all  the  year 
round — Sundays  and  those  other  evenings  when 
diey  are  shut,  of  course,  excepted — ^will,  when  I 
mention  it,  appear  incredible  to  a  stranger.  It 
is,  in  round  numbers;  about  20,000.  The  data 
on  which  I  have  grounded  my  calculation  will 
at  once  be  seen  to  be  correct,  when  I  come  to 
speak  of  the  number  the  differ^tt  dieatres  are 
capable  of  containing,  and  the  number  which 
usually  attend  them.  There  is  no  other  town 
in  the  kingdom  in  which,  after  the  proper 
allowances  are  made  for  the  disparity  in  the 
population,  the  attendance  on  theatres  bears 
any  proportion  to  this.  In  Glasgow,  for  ex.* 
amjde,  which  contains  a  population  of  about 
900,000^  ttiere  is  only  one  theatre,  and  not  only 
is  it  open  for  only  a  part  of  the  year,  but  tl^ 
average  attendance  does  not  exceed  five  or  six 
hundred. 

.  When  a  new  piece  is  produced  at  any  of  the 
larger  establishment^  its  merits  are  the  subject 
of  discussion  in  all  parties,  both  among  llie 
hiljbat  and  the  lower  chases.  In  fiu^  theatricals 
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gCMnBy  are  a  standiag  tofiie  of  oonyenatum 
in  all  cirdea.  To  be  conyenant  with  audi 
natters  is  coosideTed  a  moat  Tahiable  acoom* 
pEahment;  and  he  who  ia  unaoquaintod  wilh 
fhem  makes  but  a  poor  figure  in  London  so- 
ciety, however  great  and  Taxied  hia  miellecfcoal 
attainmenta  otherwise.  Persons  firom  the  coun- 
try, unaoqnaintod  wiA  pkys  and  players^  often 
fed  Aemaehres  resry  unoorafortably  sitttated  m 
company,  owing  to  the  large  share  of  the  oon- 
rena&aa  whidi  Is  aaaigned  to  matters  pertain- 
mg  to  lihe  Uatrionic  art 

The  sucoeaafiil  dAui  of  a  perfinrmer  on  the 
London  boards,  in  the  higher  walks  of  the 
drama,  ia  quite  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  me* 
ttopolia.  Not  onty  does  every  one  talk  about 
it,  but  a  great  vaaay  evince  an  interest  in  the 
cireamatance  which  could  haidly  be  exceeded 
were  it  one  wfaidi  personally  affected  them- 
salvesb  Who  has  foi^ttmthe  sensation  oansed 
by  die  appearance^  at  the  end  of  last  year,  of 
Ifiss  Helen  Faudt?  It  was  hoped,  and  confi» 
dendy  affirmed  by  many,  that  that  young  lady 
was  destined  to  fill  up  the  chasm  which  had  ex. 
iaied  in  the  repreaentation  of  female  tragic  cha- 
rader,  since  the  retirement  of  Mr&  Siddona 
from  die  atage^  How  sudi  antidpatioaa  are 
likely  to  be  realized,  it  ia  not  my  province  to 
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iaqoire^  as  dramatic  criddam  fonna  no  park  of 
my  plan  in  this  chapter  on  the  tibeatres  and 
tlieatricals  of  London.  The  dS^t  ci  ICss 
Fanny  Kemble^  some  years  flince,  was  anodier 
striking  case  in  point  The  sensation  wbidt 
her  advem  created  was  still  greater  tfaaa  Itaal 
occasioned  by  the  appearance  of  Miss  Helen 
Faucit  The  town  was  absolutely  thrown  into 
a  state  of  excitement  when  she  first  performed  oa 
tktt  boards  of  Covent  Garden^  and  lliere  was  as 
general  a  rejoicing  at  her  snceess  as  if  die  had 
shed  a  lustre  on  iiie  national  character,  or  done 
some  briMiaat  service  to  her  boixntry.  The  en- 
thusiasm with  which  she  was  greeted  night  after 
night  by  houses  crowded  to  the  ceilmg^  showed 
die  intensity  of  Ae  puUie  feeling  on  the  snb- 
jeet  of  her  successful  eUbzU.  The  aristocracy 
Tied  with  each  other  in  lavishing  kmdnesses  ob 
her:  her  name  was  on  everybody's  lips :  yon 
heard  it  in  the  streets,  in  places  of  puMic  re- 
sort, in  select  parties,  and  in  the  family  drde. 
It  was,  indeed^  a  ^'  household  word.** 

It  is  curious  to  reflect  on  |)ie  sudden  desc^ 
of  some  actors,  from  the  heights  of  popularity 
to  Ae  lowest  depths  of  obGvion,  In  many  in* 
atanees  they  have  lliemselves  to  blame  for  their 
misfartnnes  in  this  respect,  by  aspiring  at  Ae 
very  higltost  range  of  thdr  profesrfon>  whea 
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midier  nature  nor  traixung  has  fitted  tfaem  for  it 
In  ediersy  llie  Snult  rests  with  tbeir  injudiciouB 
fiMids»  who  go  about  privately  to  work  up  the 
poUic  flBiad  to  the  lughest  pitch  at  expectatioii» 
bj  meaoBof  what  are  called  '^pufis  prepara- 
tofy."  And  when  these  candidates  for  the 
bighest  order  of  histrionic  distinction  make  their 
i|ipearafice  on  tiie  boards^  these  injudidoua 
friends  are  so  vociferous  in  their  dqiplausei  that» 
aided  by  the  dapping  of  hands  of  that  very  laige 
portion  of  every  avnSence  who  mistake  mere 
KBDt  for  real  merits  they,  fiir  a  short  time,  not  oi^ 
bttoj  up  the  minds  of  the  debutants-themselves 
with  ibe  b0fe  of  inuneifiately  taldng  dieir  stand 
on  the  summit  of  their  profession,  but  even  de^* 
oeive  the  pubfic.  The  dolusion,  however,  la 
never  of  longdurationi  Mere  mediocrity  is  sure 
speedily  to  find  its  level;  and  the  probability  is, 
that  the  unfortonate  party  fiUls  lower  than  he 
oi^t^  because  of  the  height  whence  he  was 
precipitated  Every  season  affords  one  or  more 
iHustratioiia  of  this;  the  last  few  years  have  fiu^ 
Dished  numy.  Who  does  not  remember  the 
debut  of  Miss  Byron,  both  as  a  singer  and 
actress,  two  years  ago?  She  was  applauded  to 
die  eclia  She  ^^drew'*  crowded  houses)  and 
i(  was  confidently  predicted,  that  in  a  very  shofet 
tfane  she  would,  i^  least  as  a  vocalist,  liae  fer 
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above  any  -female  perfonner  of  the  present  day* 
Neither  her  name  nor  her  singing  is  ever 
heard  of  n6w.  Six  months  ago  she  vnm  pei^ 
forming  in  some  obscure  theatre  in  Bishopsgato** 
street  or  Shoreditch:  since  th^n  Ihave  not  even 
heard  her  name  mentioned  But  let  me  guard 
against  doing  an  act  of  injustice  to  this  young 
lady.  If  she  was  vastiy  overrated  before^  she 
is  proportionately  underrated  now.  She  is  a 
good  singer^  and  a  more  than  respectable  actress 
in  a  certain  line  of  character;  and  had  her  friends 
been  but  moderate  in  their  praises  on  her  first 
iq[>peaTance,  she  would  doubtless  at  this  tisae 
have  been  occupying  a  veiy  respectable  station  in 
h^  profession.  They  are  tiie  autfacnrs  of  her 
ruin.  Well  mi^ht  she,  when  they  were  holdii^. 
her  up  as  a  genius  of  the  first  order,  have  ex.* 
daimed — ^  Save  me  from  my  friends  V 

A  more  recent  instance  occurred  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  DenviL  His  advent  last  year  at  Drury 
Lane  was  hailed  by  a  large  party  of  friends  aa 
the  connnenoement  of  a  career  whose  hrillian^ 
would  edipse  that  of  all  contemporary  per- 
formers.  He  appeared,  and  was  greeted,  for  a 
time,  with  as  cordial  applause  by  the  multitude^ 
as  if  he  had  been  the  greatest  histrionic  genius 
which  tile  present  age  had  produced.  But  that 
time  was  of  Teiy  limited  duration.    In  six  short' 
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months  from  the  period  hp  -was  in  the  senidi  of 
hia  glory,  he  was  perfomung  in  some  of  the 
lower  class  of  pieces,  at  one  of  the  lowest  of  the 
minor  theatres — die  Pavilion,  if  I  remember 
rightly.  What  has  become  of  him  since,  I  know 
not  £Cs  name^  so  fsff  as  I  am  aware^  has  not 
appeared  in  the  public  journals  for  the  last  dx 
or  eight  months.  Now,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Denvil, 
let  me  mention  that  I  look  on  him  as  an  actor 
considerably  above  mediocrity ;  and  had  not  his 
friends,  or  Us  own  vanity,  persuaded  him  that 
he  was  equal  to  the  higher  range  of  his  profes* 
sion,  he  woulci^  in  all  probability,  have  obtained 
a  permanent  and  very  respectable  footing  among 
his  brother  performers  of  the  metropolis. 

The  number  of  theatres  in  London,  of  one 
kind  or  other,  is  twenty-twa  At  the  head  of 
die  list  stands  the  King's  Theatre,  or  Itajliaw 
Opera.  It  is  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Haymarket  It  is  a  majestic  building  exter- 
nally,  and  the  interior  is  fitted  up  in  a  style  of 
elegance  which  has  perhaps  ^never  been  mi* 
passed  by  any  similar  edifice  in  the  world.  The 
auditoryisin  the  horse-shoe  form.  There  are  four 
tiers  of  boxes  all  round  the  place,  and  a  fifths 
whidi  is  interrupted  by  tlie  gallery.  Tliese 
boxes  are  all  private.  Each  comfortably  coin 
lams  a  party  of  six;  altc^ether  they  can  aooom*' 
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teo4Ua  vine  bttodred  per9on&  Thar  interior 
ii  tx)VBred  with  crimfion  doth ;  while  the  wooden 
ifiTiMon  which  separates  the  different  tiers,  and 
aJflo  the  different  boxes  is  beautifiilly  painted* 
and  gilded.  The  price  of  admission  to  the  va» 
nous  boxes  dep^ods  on  the  ti^  from  whidi  they 
iMre  sdected,  the  situation,  8cc.  Many  oi  them 
arei  taken  by  the  aristocracy  &r  tibe  season,  and 
are  consequently  paid  for  ew&OL  when  unoccu- 
pied* Of  course^  howerer,  the  party  taking  a 
box  has  the  right  of  giving  his  friends  the  use 
of  it  whenever  he  pleases,  or  of  letting  i(^  either 
fer  •  time,  or  for  the  whole  season,  if  he  should  be 
so  disposed*  This  is  very  often  done.  Supposing^ 
for  example,  that  IxmlJohn  Russell  werereUeved 
of  ihe  toils  of  office,  and  were  disposed  to  enjoy 
Ae  pleasures  of  the  Opera,  and  that  he  had 
taken  a  box  for  himself  and  his  lady  for  ibib 
BOUODf  but  tibat  in  the  middle  of  that  season  cir* 
eumstanees  made  it  necessary  or  desiraUe  tliat 
he  shoukl  spend  some  months  in  the  country,^he 
wonld,  in  that  case,  provided  he  could  not  get 
Us  box  more  privately  disposed  o^  and  he^  at 
Ae  same  time,  knew  too  well  the  value  of 
Qumey  to  pay  for  a  box  he  could  not  occupy, — 
go  to  Mr.  Sams,  or  some  ott^  Opera  book* 
sillflr,  and  tell  him  to  let  it  at  whatever  terma 
ha  eonld  procure ; — BCr.  Samsi  or  the  other 
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bookBeUer,  being  of  course  allowed  a  oom> 
mknon  for  his  trouble.  Or  be  would  ^ve  it  lo 
Mime  bookseller  at  a  fixed  but  reduced  piioe^ 
leaving  him  to  run  the  risk  of  disposing  of  it  or 
notyjustas  the  ease  dumld  happen.  Mr«Sms 
and  Mr*  Andrews,  and  some  others,  make  a 
good  deal  of  money  by  speculating  in  this  way  in 
Opera  tkke/bk  In  other  cases  tficy  go  to  Lik 
porte,  or;irhoever  diances  to  be  the  lessee  tot 
die  time  being,  and  take  a  certain  number  of 
boxes  for  thewhole  season  at  reduced  prices, 
taking  their  clianoe  ofbeing  able  todispose  of  them 
to  iMlvantage  to  some  of  the  aristocracy.  Some 
years,  if  ihe  perfoimers  and  die  pieces  are  Mt» 
tractive^  and  the  house  is  consequently  well 
filled,  they  make  a  good  thing  of  it;  in  bad 
seasons,  &ey  either  directly  su£kr  with  the 
lessee,  or  they  are  indirectly  out  of  pocket,  by 
not  being  sufficiently  remunerated  for  the  time 
they  lose  and  the  expenses  they  have  to  ineur 
b  unsuccessful  exertions  to  get  the  boxes  they 
ha?e  taken  advantageously  disposed  cfL  .Hie 
late  Duke  of  Gloucester,  who  was  passionately 
food  of  the  Italian  Opera,  used  to  pay  three 
hundred  guineas  for  his  box  every  season.  Hie 
same  sum  is  understood  to  be  still  paid  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  several  other  noblemen. 
The  ceiling  of  the  house  is  beautifiillyfiiiished. 
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It  18  highly  ornamented  by  painted  figores 
and  deyices  of  various  kinds.  There  are  no 
general  boxes  as  at  the  other  theatres.  The 
pit  is  usually  called  the  general  boxes.  It  is  on 
a  level  with  the  stage»  and  is  frequented  by  the 
middle  classes.  The  price  of  admisedon  is  half 
a  guinea.  There  are  two  ranges  of  seats  be- 
tween the  jHt  and  the  orchestra,  to  which  the 
price  of  admission  is  twelve  shillings  and  six 
pmice.  Widiin  a  few  feet  of  the  ceiling,  at  the 
end  forthest  from  the  stage,  is  the  pit,  or  rather 
the  gallery,  though  called  the  pit  The  price 
of  admission  to  that  part  of  the  theatre  is  five 
stuUings.  It  is  chiefly  intended  for,  and  is 
principally  attended  by,  the  servants  of  the  aris- 
tocracy. It  is  not  capable  of  containing,  with 
any  degree  of  comfort,  more  than  three  or  four 
hundred  persons.  The  pit  or  general  boxes» 
can  accommodate  with  ease  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred, thoi]^  when  the  bill  of  &re  is  attractive, 
and  the  actors  popular,  upwards  of  a  thousand 
have  been  often  known  to  be  wedged  into.  it« 
The  house  altogether  contains  comfortable  ac- 
commodation for  two  thousand  persons^  The 
nightly  receipts  average  8001. ;  but  on  one  or 
two  occasions  the  immense  sum  of  2,0002.  has 
been  collected.  Hiis  has  been  on  the  beneflt 
nights  of  some  very  popular  actors  or  actresses, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IBB  THZATSS8.  85 

wiien  all  the  firee  admissioiiB  have  been  sub- 
pended,  and  when  moTe  than  the  usual  price 
has  been  paid  for  some  of  the  box^  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  benefit,  a  benefit  in  a 
double  sens^ 

The  King^s  Theatre  is  now  solely  confined  tp 
the  representation  of  Italian  operas  and  ballets. 
An  effi>rt  was  made,  three  years  ago^  under  the 
special  patronage  of  the  Queen,  to  establish  a 
German  company,  to  play  on  alternate  nights 
with  the  Italian  company ;  but  the  experience 
of  a  very  short  time  proved  the  impracticability 
of  the  scheme.  While  the  house  was  crowdei 
on  the  nights  on  which  the  Italian  pieces  were 
represented,  it  was  comparatively  deserted  cm 
those  on  which  the  German  company  performed. 
The  experiment  was  so  decidedly  a  fiedlure,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  its  being 
again  made. 

The  King's  Hieatre  is  the  great  place, 
among  the  metropolitan  theatres,  of  fashionable 
resort  It  is  also  very  largely  attended  by 
merchants  and  others,  who  do  not  know  a  word 
of  Italian.  The  reason  is  obvious:  there  is 
alwaj^  a  disposition  among  persons  of  wealdi, 
however  limited  their  education,  and  humble 
their  ovigin,  to  follow,  in  such  matters,  in  the 
wake  of  the  aristocratic  portion  of  society.    A  « 
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great  d^al  ifl  md  ibaut  the  dedine  ef  the  kg^ 
tuaate  drama  in  Eogland*  and  it  is  quite  com- 
mon  to  express  the  deepest  regret  at  the  cir* 
pumstance*  Assuredly,  the  legitimate  drama 
has  declined  among  us  with  a  yengeance ,  for 
while  the  Kiag^s  Theatre  is  crowded  to  suffocar* 
tioQ  to  witaess  the  representation  of  a  hallet  by 
a  company,  of  Italiaos,  or  an  opera  in  a  foreign 
Aanguage^  Drury  Lane  and  Ck>Yent  Garden  are 
all  but  empty  on  those  nights  on  which  the  best 
{days  of  Shakspeare  are  performed*  And  yet 
the  decline  of  the  legitimate  drama  is  ascribed 
to  those  poor  unfortunate  wightsi  the  proprietors 
and  managers. 

The  persons  who  visit  the  King's  Theatre 
must  all  go  in  full  dress^  Any  disregard  of  this 
regulation  will  be  inevitably  attended  by  the 
exclusion  of  the.  party,  no  matter  what  hb  rank- 
Some  years  ago,  it  was  necessary  for  gentlemen 
to  have  three-<comer  hats,,  but  that  regulation 
has  been  departed  from,  and  gentlemen  wearing 
hats  of  the  usual  shape  aire  now  admitted*  It 
was  customary  a  short  time  since  for  ladies  and 
gentlemen  to  go  on  levee  and  drawii^-room 
days  to  the  Opera  in  full  court  dres&  The 
display  of  foshion,  when  th^  house  is  full,  is 
still  imposing :  on  those  occasions  it  was  mag- 
nificent; in  the  extreme.  It  was  absolutely 
daszling  to  behold 
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Between  the  slalb  and  Uie  stage  of  the  Kingfs 
Tbeatre^  is  the  orcbeetriL  A  more  effective 
band  than  that  which  ia  usually  to  be  found  at 
Hm  theatre^  is  aearoely  ever  to  be  met  widi. 
Their  performancea  do  really  afford  a  ridi  treat 
to  the  kvera  of  muaic.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
«fbct  of  aome  of  thenu 

The  pieoiBB  at  ihia  theatre  are  oauaUy  two: 
the  fint  being  an  opera  and  the  seomd  a  ballet 
▲a  intervalof  from  batf-an-honr  to  three  quartera 
Awaya  oeeusa,  dutiag  which  the  audience  are 
amuaed  by  the  music  and  dancing*  The  latter 
iaoew  looked  on  as  fhe  great  attraction  of  the 
Kiog's  Theatre.  It  certainly  displays  a  science 
and  a  fiMnlity  of  eyohition,  <rf  which  no  one  who 
hss  not  seen  it  can  form  any  conception;  but 
whean  the  danoers  are  females,  it  is  not  the  best 
means  which  coold  be  employed  to  inspire  no* 
liens  of  delieacy  in  the  minds  of  those  ladies 
who  are  among  Ae  qpectatiMra.  How  they  cant 
not  only  witness  it  without  a  blush  mantling 
Aeir  cheek%  butteUc  of  it  in  terms  of  unquali- 
ied  admiration  to  their  acquaintanoea  of  the 
olher  eex,  must  appear  paasing  strange  to  thoae 
who  have  not  mixed  in  the  society  of  the  metro-* 
poKs.  In  the  ptovincial  towns  the  favourite  styfe 
of  female  danmi^  at  the  Italian  Opera  would  not 
be  tolsiited  for  a  moment    Every  hid|r  wooU 
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regard  it  as  a  perscmal  insult  to  be  asked  to 
witness  such  an  exhibition.  In  America,  againt 
where  respect  for  the  female  sex  is  carried  to  a 
much  greater  extent  thaa  in  Great  Britain, 
or  perhaps  in  any  other  country,  the  female 
dancer — eren  were  she  Taglioni  herself — ^who 
would  assume  the  positions  and  perform  the 
evolutions  which  are  applauded  to  the  echo  on 
the  boards  of  the  King's  Theatre,  would  hare  am^- 
ple  cause  for  gratitude  if  she  escaped  being  torn 
in  pieces.  Grant  lliombum,  the  great  original 
of  Galf  s  <<  Lawrie  Todd,**  went  to  the  Italian 
Opera  one  night,  when  in  England,  two  years 
ago,  and  he,  with  an  honest  indignation  which 
deserves  all  praise,  says,  that  <<  nothing  could 
be  more  shocking  to  one's  feelings  of  decency 
than  to  see  the  positions  into  which  the  female 
dancers  put  themselves.  Sooner,**  he  adds, 
« than  consent  to  make  such  an  exhibition  of 
themselves,  the  American  women  would  en- 
counter death  in  any  of  its  forms." 

The  King's  Theatre  was  built  at  the  enor- 
mous expense  of  nearly  £l06fi00.  The  retital 
which  Mr.  Ebers  paid  for  it  some  years  ago, 
was  £16,000  per  annuin.  It  is  now,  I  believe, 
£8^000.  The  site  is  held  of  die  Oown,  at  a 
ground  rent  of  £1,560  per  annum.  It  is  only 
licensed  far  rix  monllis  in  the  year.    The 
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8on  nsoaBy  cominences  towards  the  end  of  Fe- 
bnisry,  and  ends  in  August  Hie  tbeatre  is 
only  open  three  nights  in  the  week — ^Tuesday, 
Thuraday,  and  Saturday ;  but  the  performanoes 
OD  Thuradays  are  always  for  benefits ;  so  that 
the  season  ususlly  consists  of  sixty  nights. 

The  Ita£an  Opera  may  be  said  to  have  been 
originany  ii^oduced  .into  this  eountiy  in  the 
year  1688^  when  a  company  of  smgers  and 
players  anxved  from  Venice.  They  did  notp 
howerer,  at  first  petfarm  in  public  tbealzesy  but 
onlyin  the  houses  of  the  nobiHty.  Nordid  they 
perform  whole  operas  at  once^  but  only  the 
more  interestmg  and  striking  portions  of  them. 
About  the  same  period,  sereral  unsuoeeesful 
attempts  were  made  to  establish  places  for  the 
representation  of  French  operas.  It  was  in 
1700  that  Ae  Italian  opera  was  established 
in  aH  its  glory  in  England  Hie  first  theatre 
built  br  its  representation,  was  erected  near  flie 
ate  of  the  present  Haymarket  Theatre,  in  1704 
It  opened  on  April  9,  1705.  The  amount  of 
money  necessary  for  the  building  was  sub- 
scribed by  thirty  mdiyiduals,  duefly  of  the  aris* 
tocracy,  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  belong- 
mg  to  the  Whig  party.  It  was  probably  from 
the  latter  drctunstance  that  the  first  stone  of 
the  edifice  had  the  inscription  of  «<  little  Whiff 
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irritten  on  it;— 4ihough  what  conaexicn  party 
politics  could  have  had  with  the  estaMirfmwnt 
of  an  Italian  Opera  in  England^  it  is  not  easy 
to  divine.  Each  of  the  subscriben  put  Us 
name  down  for  iOM  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  Italian  Opera  was  not  successful  for  a  lo^g 
period  after  its  introduction  into  this  country; 
for,  in  1730,  it  was  ttneatened  with  extinctiony 
from  want  of  sufficieat  encouragement  In  diat 
year,  however,  rather  than  see  it  cease  to  ezis^ 
Ihe  sum  of  50,000^  was  collected,  cfaieBy  firom 
among  the  nobility,  for  its  support 

Some  of  the  late  proprietors  or  lessees  of  flie 
Kingfii  Theatre,  have  sustained  great  losses  by 
it  Mr.  Eber,  who  was  the  lessee  from  1821  to 
1828,  states  his  losses  in  those  seven  years  at 
44,060iL  The  foilowmg  abstract  of  the  total 
receipts  and  expenditiffe  for  ibe  year  first  men« 
tioned,  has  been  given  by  that  gentleman : — 

Total  ReceipU. 

Boxes  ....  20,516     1    0 

Pit 9,714  12    0 

Gallery        -         -         -        -    1,017  15    0 

8>,248    8    0 
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MUoetianeou9  PaymenU* 

£.  9.    4. 

Engagements  for  the  Op^a       -    8^634  7    6 

Ballet 10,678  15    6 

Qfcbestra    ....    d»201  0    0 

Scenery,  Paintings  Wardrobes,  &a  5,972  17    9 

lighting         ....    1,281  7  11 
Salaries  of  Directors,  Seeretaiy, 

Treasurer,  &c      -        -        -    %578  0  10 

Seryant8,&c         -         -         -       493  4    7 

fiut  X«aporte  has  been  moch  more  nnfortimate 
flian  anj  of  the  other  late  lessees  of  this  estaUisb* 
-aunt.  His  losses,  in  183%  as  appeared  fimn  tiie 
dhdoBures  before  the  emnmisaion  of  baakruptcyt 
iiere20,D00JL  In  the  season  just  now  concludi6d» 
however,  be  has  been  emiaeatlysuocessluL  His 
profits  are  uodentood  to  have  been  10,000/.  or 

One  great  source  of  the  vast  expenditure  of 
the  Sjng*s  Theatre^  is  the  high  terms  at  wliich 
ssme  of  the  performers  are  enga^ged*  Cstalini, 
when  in  the  zenith  of  her  iame^  received  up* 
wuda  of  &fiWL  in  one  season  for  her  services 
at  this  theatre^  indqiendent  of  what  she  obtained 
bj  hsr  bmefits,  concerts,  &c  In  the  short 
9ace  of  S9ven  or  eight  monliisy  afe  the  period  I 
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refer  to^  she  is  understood  to  have  cleared, 
in  one  way  or  other,  14»00(M. 

It  vi]l  be  asked,  how  is  it,  when  the  losses 
are  usually  so  great,  that  persons  of  no  capital 
contrive  to  get  the  management  of  such  exten- 
sive establishments  as  the  Italian  Opera  House? 
And  how,  above  all,  do  they  contrive  to  retain  it 
for  any  length  of  time  ?  The  thing  is  done  in 
this  way :  — ^The  party  becoming  lessee  writes, 
immediately  on  coming  to  terms  witb  the  pro* 
prietors,  a  polite  note  to  thoise  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  who  are  known  to  be  permanent  sub- 
scribers, expressing  his  anxiety  to  know  whether 
he  is  to  have  the  honour  of  a  continuance  of 
their  patronage.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lora 
Holland,  the  Duchess  of  St  Albans,  and  a  great 
many  others,  return  him  just  such  an  answer  as 
he  expected  and  wished  to  receive^ — ^namely,  a 
dieck  for  the  amount  of  their  subscription  fiir 
Ute  entire  season,  though  it  be  not  yet  com« 
menced.  He  podLcts  the  checks,  and  showing 
the  letters  which  accompany  ihem — and  whidi 
generally  contain  an  assurance  that  the  parties 
take  a  deep  interest  in  his  success—to  his 
bankers,  he  triumphanlly  points  to  those  letters, 
as  affordinga  virtual  guarantee  for  any  advances 
which  th^  may  make  to  him.  The  bankers 
are  satisfied  that  diey  will  be  safe  to  advance 
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Urn,  as  his  necessities  may  reqii]Te»  to  a  oertain 
amount.      He»  aeeoidingly,  opens  an  aooonnt 
with  them,  and  is  thus  enabled  to  oommenoe 
Ihe  campaign  for  the  season  widi  acme  spirit 
He  pays  the  large  deposits  which  the  <<  atan* 
require  befiore  they  wiU  dance  a  stqp  ot  warble 
a  note^  and  also  any  other  ready-money  expenses 
wUeh  are  unavoidabla      Whatever  credit  he 
can  get,  he  gladly  take&    The  nightly  receipts 
aid  the  liberality  of  his  bankers  when  once  the  sea- 
son is  begun,  in  enabling  him  to  meet  the  more 
urgent  demands  on  him  in  the  shape  of  actors' 
salaries^  and  so  forth.    If  the  season  be  sno- 
eeasfiiL — in  other  words,  if  his  receipts  at  the 
treasury  exceed  the  expenditure,— of  course  aH  is 
wen :  he  meets,  if  a  man  of  honour,  his  various 
engagements,  and  the  same  parties  will  be  more 
disposed  to  make  advances  to  him  next  season, 
li^  however,  the  season  is  a  bad  one^  which,  as 
before  remarked,  most  seasons  have  of  late  beeii, 
tibe  proprietors,  bankers,  tradesmen,  and  all  who 
have  had  any  credit  transactions  with  him,  are 
the  sufferers. 

In  the  chapter  on  die  ^  Ifigher  CUmes.  of 
the  Metropolis,'*  will  be  found  some  remarim. 
on  the  constant  struma  whidi  is  carried  on 
betireen  the  pride  and  the  purses  of  so  many  of 
those  moving  in  the  foshionaUe  sfdieres  of  Itfs. 
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They  must  masBtaia  thdr  dignity;  they  maat 
keep  up  ggfpBOwacGB,  faoweyer  inadequate  may 
be  their  means  to  do  eo.  In  no  ease,  perhaps^ 
does  this  more  strikii2gl][  show  itsdf  than  in 
that  of  the  Italian  Opera.  The  Honour- 
able Miss  Sin^etoD,  though  verging  on  three 
aOGse  and  ten,  must  haye  the  opportunity  of  dis- 
pkyiDg  her  dianns,  isuied  and  antiqpuited  though 
they  be^  in  llie  Opera  House,  on  every  occ»- 
skm  she  thinks  fit.  To  bedeprived  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, would  be  a  bwerinjg  of  her  dignity,  in  her 
own  estbnation,  &r  below  zero.  Her  poverty^ 
however,  is  at  war  with  her  pride ;  she  cannot 
aflbrd  the  price  of  a  season-ticket.  What»  tihen» 
is  to  be  done  ?  How  are  her  notions  ci  dignity 
to  be  maintained  wiliiout  betraying  the  scanti- 
ness  of  her  pecuniaiy  resources?  She  fillls  on 
this  plan : — She  engages  a  whole  box  for  the 
season,  widi  the  view  of  disposing  of  it  to 
olliers,  as  people  sometimes  let  houses  to  sub- 
tenants,  on  sodi  terms  as  will  enable  hersdf 
to  sit  rent-free,  and,  if  possible,  pocket  some- 
thing by  the  transaction.  She  can  boast  among 
her  acquaintances  of  some  spirited  young  no- 
Uenian  with  plenty  of  money  at  his  disposal 
She  says  to  him,  ^  My  Lord  So-andreo^  you  in- 
tend, of  ceune,  to  go  to  tite  Opera  tins  sea* 
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«  Most  eertainlj,  Ifiss  Skigleton;  I  metii  te 
do  myself  that  pleasure*'' 

^  Yoa  hare  not  y eft»  I  freaname,  provided  your- 
fleH  vilh  a  bone*  for  ffaat  purpose." 

^  Not  yet»  madam." 

**  llieii^  periiapsy  as  I  hare  got  a  spare  one  to 
( otf  you  win  oblige  me  by  taking  it  from 


**  Bfiss  Singleton,"  BSjfs  the  young  nobleman^ 
^?ing  a  most  gracious  smHe,  and  making  one 
of  Ids  peUtsst  bows — ^  Mia  Singleton,  I  am 
perfediy  ddighted  at  the  thought  Nothings 
lasBwe  yoo^  could  aflbrd  me  greater  ]^e^ 
sore.'^  And  ao  saying,  the  youthAil  aristoh 
cnt  immediately  gives  her  a  check  for  the 
smoont  She  disposes  of  another  mt^g,  or 
two  sitdngs,  accoiding  to  drcumstaneea,  is  a 
nnular  way.  But  how  is  she  to  make  up^  or 
ttsarly  make  up,  for  the  sittings  she  retains  for 
henetf?  She  does  it  in  this  way :— When  there 
IS  a  drawing-room,  or  any  giieat  attraction  a»- 
neoMed,  and  it  is  expected  there  will  be  ap 
demand  for  boxciK,  she  hastens  in  te 


*  The  Opera  admissioDs  ars  all  bones  ;  they  aie  a 
Utile  larger  than  a  penny,  and  have  on  one  tide  the 
words  ''  Opera  for  18S6,"  or  whaterer  the  year  nay 
be,  and  on  the  odier,  the  name  of  the  party  oiiginalljr 
tekioi- the  paitficalar  box. 
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maaing  to  Mr.  Sams,  or  aoy  other  booksellar 
io  the  habit  of  selUng  opera  tickets,  and  says 
die  wishes  to  dispose  of  her — **  The  Hoxl  Mieb 
Singleton's^ — ^box  for  that  eYening.  After  a 
good  deal  of  huxtering  about  the  terms,  she 
asking  one  sum,  and  the  bookseller  refiiflang  to 
give  more  than  another  which  he  mentionsy 
she  at  last  accepts  his  offer.  He  lets  die  en- 
tire  box  for  that  night  to  some  party:  th^ 
make  a  point  of  taking  possession  of  it  the 
moment  the  doors  are  opened.  A  short  time 
after  the  performances  have  commenced,  the 
young  scion  of  nobility  knocks  at  the  door  of 
the  box.  It  is  opened  He  puts  his  glass  to 
his  right  eye,  and  asks  if  the  Hon.  Miss  Single- 
ton is  there.  He  is  told  by  the  party  she  is 
not  He  makes  a  gracious  bow,  takes  the  glass 
from  his  eye,  and  hurries  down  to  the  pt,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  Hon.  Miss  SLagleton  had 
so  £ur  presumed  on  his  good-nature,  as  to  send 
some  of  her  own  particular  friends  to  her  box 
tiiat  night;  which,  by  the  way,  he  considers  a 
▼eiy  great  compliment  to  himseli  Or  posably 
his  associates  are  congregated  in  the  pit,  and  he 
never  looks  into  the  box  at  alL  Such  is  the 
way  in  which  old  maids  with  limited  means,  in 
the  &shionable  world,  keep  up  their  dignity. 
In  the  case  of  married  ladies,  again,  they  aie 
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€ften  engfiged  to  balhy  routs,  &c    They  conse- 
quently know  in  the  morniDg  that  they  will  not 
require  their  box  in  the  evening,  and  therefore 
go  to  Mr.  Sam8|  and  offer  it  to  him  for  acertain 
price.    He  will  not  give  the  buvi  aaked    The 
married  lady,  determined  not  to  take  less,  quits 
Mr*  Sams,  and  goes  to,  Mr.  Andrews*  The  latter 
will  nol^  perhiqps,  give  so  much  as  Mr.  Sams 
offered.    That  is  provoking;  she-  is  mortified, 
and  returns  to  Mr.  Sams,  saying,  ^Mr.  Sams^ 
you  may  have  it  at  the  price  you  offered.**    Mr. 
Sams,  perhaps,  takes  it;  perhaps  not;  just  as 
caprice    or  his  own  notions  of  self-interes^ 
suggest    If  he  refuse  to  give  her  what  he  at 
first  offered,  she  comes  down  to  lower  tenn% 
and  in  this  way  lessens  her  opera  expenses,  while 
she  gets  credit  for  having  a  box  of  her  own. 

Druhy  Lame  Theatbe  next  claims  our  notice* 
The  first  theatre'  called  by  this  name  was  built 
by  Sir  William  Davenant,  and  another  gentle 
man,  in  virtue  of  letters  patent,  granted,  in  1660^ 
by  Charles  the  Second.  The*  last  house  was 
burnt  to  the  ground  in  1809,  and  the  present 
was  erected  in  the  following  year.  The  expense 
of  the  building  was  nearly  dOO,000^  It  is  an  im* 
mensely  large  house,  anditis  in  the  formof  aparal- 
lelogramb  The  length  from  east  to  west  is  237 
hetf  exclusive  of  thescene-rooms»  kc^  which  ex- 
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tend  ninety-thiee  feet  further  at  the  eastern  end 
miebreaddi  from  north  to  south  is  151  feet  It  is 
intended  to  accommodate  S»060  persons;  but 
HfiW  have,  on  various  occadons,  been  crammed 
into  it  It  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  lyre,  or 
horse^shoe,  and  is  beautifully  finished  in  the 
interior*  It  has  du^e  tiers  of  boxes,  above  wludi 
are  two  gaQeries.  The  price  of  admsssbn  to 
£be  lower  gallery  is  two  shilKngs ;  to  the  higher, 
one  shilling.  The  price  of  admission  to  the  pit 
is  three  shillings  and  sixpence.  The  first  tier 
of  boxes  is  called  the  dress  circle ;  no  one  being 
admitted  into  it  who  is  not  in  foH  dress.  The 
second  and  tiiird  tiers  are  Open  to  all  who 
choose  to  pay,  whatever  bd  their  dress  or  their 
diaraeter.  These  two  tiers  of  boxes  are  the 
parts  of  the  &eatre  patronised  by  those  nymphs 
of  the  pavi  who  are  able  to  pay  for  admisriooi 
which  is  understood  to  be  much  more  moderate 
to  tiiem  thaii  to  the  public  generally.  Tlie 
price  of  admission  to  the  boxes  is  seven  shillings : 
all  the  boxes  are  the  same  in  this  respect 
There,  are  various  private  boxes  in  eadi  of  the 
two  upper  drcles,  which  generally  let  for  the 
night  at  ^  28.  Ok^  There  are  also  sixteen  fa- 
mily boxes,  which  fet  at  various  prices,  accord*- 
ing  to  circumstances.* 
*  The  proscenium  boxes  are  eight  in  number^  and 
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The  relM^&ve  proportioiiB  of  that  part  of  the 
Aeabre  wMdi  is  called  the  auditory,  or  the  place 
set  apart  br  the  spectators,  will  be  tmderstood 
from  the  following  statement: — - 


Pertons.' 


The  dress  drde  of  boxes 

is  made  U 

) 

accommodate 

• 

234 

Tne  first  circle        •         • 

• 

196 

Hie  second  drde 

•                                  4 

480 

Rmte  boxes 

•                         4 

160 

Piiyate  hnSij  boxes     • 

• 

96 

Frosoeniniii  boxes           • 

• 

64 

saps         .         . 

•                                  4 

190 

Fit         •            •            • 

•                       4 

800 

Lower  gallery 

•                                  i 

650 

Upper  gaUeiy 

• 

atotalof 

950 

Maldnff*  aa  abeadv  stated 

&0«0 

Large,  however,  as  are  the  dimensions  of  the 
present  Iheatre,  they  are  much  more  limited 
dan  were  those  of  Ibe  last  It  was  capable  of 
accommodating  with  ease  and  comfort^  9^600 
persons. 

"Hie  amount  of  nigfatly  expenses  to  the  pro^ 

let  at  four  g^faieaf  eadu  The  boxes  are  all  lined  with 
<lcep  crimton  p^ier,  and  the  top  of  the  fronts  is  stuffed 
with  green  bDu 
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pietor  varieB  with  circumatanoes.  Some  pieoes 
having  a  greater  number  of  dratnaiia  pereome 
than  others,  are  of  course  represented  at  much 
greater  expense.  In  other  cases,  again,  the  pro- 
prietor is  subjected  to  a  great  addition  to  his 
usual  expenditure,  when,  from  the  want  of  at- 
traction, or  other  causes,  he  is  compelled  to 
^  stsi^  it, — that  is,  to  engage  the  services  of 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  histrionic  cha- 
racters of  the  day.  Of  course,  in  all  such  casee^ 
he  calculates  Aat  the  increase  in  his  receiplft 
will  more  than  counterbalance  the  additional 
expense  he  incurs.  Some  seasons  the  average 
nightly  expense  has  not  exceeded  180/.:  laatse»- 
son,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Bunn  t6  protect 
himself  against  the  effect  of  the  reduced  prices  of 
the  rival  establbhment,  the  nightly  expenses  of 
Drury  Lane  were  understood  to  be  280L . 

What  is  called  a  full  house,  at  fiill  price* 
brings  to  the  proprietor's  exchequer  about  400L 
Oh  several  occasions,  the  amount  of  money  col- 
lected at  the  doors  has  been  between  500L  and 
600/L  On  the  night  of  Mr.  EUiston's  benefit^ 
some  years  ago^  when  he  was  lessee  of  the  theatre 
the  house  was  more  crowded,  perhc^  than  it  ever 
was  before,  or  has  been  since:  the  money  then 
drawn  was  within  a  trifleof900JL  Onthatoccasion, 
however^  all  the  free  list  admissions  were  sus* 
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piMdnirf  whidi»  as  inrill  be  undentood  hereafter, 
aurt  have  made  a  Tery  great  diflerenoe  in  the 
receipts.  The  late  theatre,  when  full,  drew  82ML, 
and  when  crammed,  l,2ML;  but  then  its  boiea 
aecomnodated  1,828  persons,  being  a  third 
more  than  there  is  sitting-room  for  in  the  jNre- 
sent  On  one  occasion,  namely,  on  July  2l8t, 
17M,  when  the  peilbrmances  were  for  the  benefit 
of  the  wires,  widows,  and  children,  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  in  Lord  Howe's  victory,  the  re* 
edptsat  Drory  Lane  Theatre  were  Ij^ML ;  and 
on  Mr.  Kean'*s  first  benefit,  though  then  per- 
forming at  a  salary  ct  only  eight  guineas  per 
week^  the  amoimt  of  money  collected  at  die 
doov%  including  some  donations,  was  12;000iL 

Mr.  Bunn,  as  I  haive  already  intimated,  is 
the  present  proprietor  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre. 
He  holds  it,  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual 
rental  of  SfiOOL^  Some  years  ago,  the  rantal 
wns  11,0001;  but  it  was  fbimd  that  on  these 
terms  ttoman  would, in  the  present  state  of  thea- 
trically be  feol«hanly  enough  to  take  it  As  it 
is,  the  proprietor  has  not  yet  found  it  a  profit^ 
aUe  specnlation.  What  the  amount  of  losses  at 
this  dientre  has  been  wilhin  the  last  few  years, 
I  cannot  state  with  confidence :  report  says  that 

*  flSnce  this  wai  written^  Mr.  Bunn  hai  renewed 
bb'leese  fat  three  yean  at  S^OOOI.  per  amnun. 
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Gqytain  PolbQl's  losses  for  the  lasifbur  jeu%r- 
for  th<Migfa  the  house  wv  in  Miv  Stum's  nasae^  he 
iraS)  until  lately^  Ae  real  proprietor^ — ^faave  been 
80»000l.  This  I  know,  that  on  some  oecasioos, 
wiihia  tl^  last  fifteen  years,  the  receiptSi  for  one 
season,  haive  been  less  than  the  expenditiirs  by 
20fiML  Sa  much,  howeirer,  is  theatrical  property 
what  is  called  a  matter  of  lottery,  that  on  me  or 
two  oocadons,  the  gains  have,  in  the  course  (rfa 
season,  been  about  20,000/.  One  of  the  most 
successfiil  seasons,  peihaps)  wYAnAk  Drury  Land 
ever  had,  was  that  of  ISlMtii  when  Keen  was 
in  die  senith  of  his  reputation.  The  aggregflie 
receipts  for  seven  ooosecutive  nights,  on  six  of 
whkli  be  qppeaved  as  *<  Sir  Giks  Overreach,"  and 
on  diaother  as  <«  Bertran,'' were  3>984/^  making 
am  aisra^d  of  56M.  eadi  night 

The. constitution  of  Dmry  Lane  Theatre  is 
aompwhat  singdas.  The  original  shares  were. 
6QA(.  eudi;  but  as  it  was  fonnii^  after  a  abort 
tnUf  tbst  the  qpecukdon  would  prove  ruin- 
OU9  to  th^  propiiMoie,  and  would  eventually 
shv^  Mf  l^e^tiieatre  itsd^  if  a  larger  number  of 
sha^d^ldeis  w>ere  not  pxoeured,  it  wss  agreed 
to  C9e#a  91  g|vmnuQiber<rf  additional  shares,  at 
loot  eadi.  Each  of  the  old  shaiehelders  were 
entitled,  in  virtue  of  a  bond  granted  to  them  by 
tiie  late  Mr.  Whitbisea4  tp.  that  effect  to  one 
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iMKiig  and  three-penee^*  aad  «  free  admiwioii 
fir  oae  persooy  on  ereiy  night  of  perfomanoe^ 
it  is  enoneonaty  supposed,  by  some  pmott% 
Ait  Ibe  jmpneUm,  st  ihe  same  thne^  nnoon«- 
dLtaonaltjr  goanuitee  that  the  number  of  ni|^ 
on  whicb  there  shall  be  peifbrmanees  every 
8MSQII,  shall  not  be  leas  than  i;wo  hundred. 
They  only  do  so^  on  the  oondition  that  Che 
ocanmittee  saooeed  in  letting  the  theatre,  in 
vb&di  ease  they  take  care  to  exact  a  rent  from 
the  leiaee  wUA  urSL  enable  fhem  to  pay  the 
sharehoUers  the  above  sam  every  night  lor 
two  himcfred  nig^rts.  Between  this  and  the 
pie^hice  of  Aiofree  admission,  those  sbsMheldeis 
who  haire  pnnshased  theb  SUM.  shares  at  I8NL, 
which  many  of  them  luvre  of  late  yean  done, 
get  at  tihe  rate  0(  eight  pet  tnnt  intslMt  oti 
them. 
Ab  the  nomber  of  tiiese  shardiolderB  is  be- 
1  three  and  four  fanadMd,  that  nnmber  of  per- 
ezelusive  of  others  who  obtain  free  admis*- 
does,  »  in  the  theatre  every  night,  withoat 
addtng  one  sixpence  to  die  treasury.  As  the 
adnasBione  te  whieh  I  refor  are  transfimhle,  niany 

*  finiee  thit  wai  written^  a  meeting  of  shareholders 
has  been  held«  and  it  was  agreed^  as  the  theatre  could 
lot  he  got  let  on  the  same  terms  as  before^  that  they 
iiioald  accept  of  one  shilUng  per  sight. 
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of  those  possessing  them  dispose  of  them  fcr  the 
season  at  the  rate  of  from  4^  to  5A  Hie  ICKML 
shareholdeTs,  though  they  purchased  their  shares 
jprior  to  the  building  of  the  present  house,  have 
never  yet  reoeiyed  a  £Bffthing  of  interest  for  their 
money ;  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  th^  ever 
doing  so^  as  the  rental  is  required,  and  more 
than  required,  to  pay  the  sum  guaranteed  to  the 
holders  of  500JL  shares. 

CovENT  Garden  THSATas  is  the  great  rival 
of  Drury  Lane.  It  is  so  in  situation,  as  weB 
as  in  sixe^  and  in  the  number  and  character  of 
the  performers;  for  its  locality  is  within  one  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  other.  The  present  house 
was  built  in  1809,  the  previous  one  having 
been  burnt  to  the  ground  on  September  the 
2CHh,  180&  The  expenses  of  the  edifice  are 
said  to  have  been  300,000^  Of  this  sum, 
SOfiOOL  was  raised  by  subscription)  in  shares 
of  6002,eadi:  and  from  the  sale  of  the  materials 
of  the  old  house,  and  the  sums  recovered  from 
the  insurance  offices,  the  proprietors  obtained 
180,000/.  The  Duke  of  Northumberland  ad* 
vanoed  10,0001.  to  Mr.  Kemble,  by  way  of  loan; 
while  various  handsome  donations  were  g^ven  by 
noblemen  and  others  to  the  previous  proprietors, 
to  enable  them  to  rebuild  the  house.  Among 
these  donations  was  lOOO/L  from  George  IV. 
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Hie  exterior  of  Covent  Garden  k  much  more 
tastefully  finished  than  that  of  Drury  Lane. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  its  interior.  It  is 
ronarkably  chaste  and  lively  in  its  appearance. 
In  size»  however,  it  is  not  quite  so  large  as  its 
rival  The  auditory  is  in  the  horse-shoe  form. 
The  breadth  at  the  firont  of  the  stage  is  fifty-one 
feet  two  inches,  and  flie  depth  from  the  stage  to 
the  front  of  the  boxes  is  fifty  feet  mne  inches. 
Like  Dnxry  Lane,  it  has  thre^  tiers  of  boxes, 
each  tier  containing  twenty-dx  public  boxes, 
exclusive  of  an  equal  number,  taking  all  the 
tiers  together,  of  private  boxes. 

Covent  Garden  is  fitted  up  so  as  to  contain 
!2;dOO  persons.  Of  this  number  there  ii  rocmi 
for  1,200  in  the  boxes,  750  in  the  pit,  500  in 
the  lower  gallery,  and  350  in  the  upper  gallery. 
On  several  occasions,  however,\he  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  house  has  varied  from  9^500  to  4,000. 
TTie  greatest  number  it  was  ever  known  to  con- 
tam  was  4,255.  Hiat  was  on  December  drd, 
1823^  when  George  IV.  was  present.  The  re« 
ceipts  on  the  occssion  amounted  to  971/L  IQs.  6d. 

Mr.  Osbaldiston  became  the  lessee  of  Covent 
Garden  Theatre  at  the  beginning  of  last  season, 
and  the  very  first  thing  he  did  was  to  reduce 
the  prices — ^which  were  formerly  the  same  as 
those  of  the  rival  establishment— to  four  shillings 
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htj^  boxes,  two  for  tiie  [dtyont^^odHnxpoDpefv 
the  first  gallery,  the  second  renuuniiig  the  same. 
This  reductton  was  resolved  on,  in  the  hope  that 
there  would  be  such  a  pennanent  influx  of  per- 
sons into  the  theatre  as  would  prop  up  its  £aU^ 
ing  fortunes.  The  experiment  has  proved  a 
foilure.  For  some  little  time  the  noYelty  of  a 
reduction  in  the  prices  of  admission  to  the  exteiit 
of  nearly  one  hali^  had  the  e£Eect  of  filling  the 
bouse ;  but  it  soon  began  to  present  an  appear- 
ance not  mudi  better  in  point  of  numbers  than 
before  the  reduction,  whiles  in  point  of  respect- 
ability, it  was  much  worse.  Mr.  Osbaldi^n^  I 
presume,  is  awaie  of  bis  error  now ;  but  it  is,  I 
suspect,  an  irretrievable  one.  To  attempt  a  re- 
currence to  the  old  prices  wovld  be  the  beight 
of  fdly;  the  performers  would  hare  to  play  to 
empty  seats,  if  indeed  the  circumstance  did  not 
lead  to  a  row  immeasurably  worse  than  the  cde- 
brated  O.  P.  one  in  the  same  theatre  in  1811. 

Drury  Lane  and  Covent  Garden  Theatres 
are  called  the  winter  houses.  They  are  usually 
open  nine  months  in  the  year.  They  generally 
begin  the  season  in  October  and  end  it  in  July. 

Of  late  years  a  great  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  character  of.  the  pieces  at  these  theatres. 
The  legitimate  drama,  as  it  is  called,  has  been 
in  a  great  measure  supplanted  by  mere  showy 
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IM^ettits.  Spectacle  u  now  the  only  iiing  Omt 
nSl  dmw  bousae.  In  fiict»  it  is  now  beginning 
to  be  eonaidered  a  qpectes  of  ^hilgsr^ty  of  wUoh 
no  lady  or  gentleman  of  refined  taste  shoold  be 
guilty,  to  be  present  during  the  repre8entatio& 
ofaayof  Sbakspeaie^BplayB.  ETerything  taniit 
besacriflced  to  the  senses  of  seeing  and  hearing. 
Ibere  must  be  **  seenes,''  and  Ikere  must  be 
sound— tfie  mofe  '(furious**  the  better.  Henos^ 
all  those  ^melo-dramatic^  pieces,  in  which  there 
is  the  gtestest  noise  and  (^most  to  be  seen,**  are 
BOre  to  meet  wAk  die  most  extended  patronage. 
Horses^  dog%  and  other  quadrupeds  are  now, 
at  eerfesin  seasons,  among  the  most  popidar 
^pwfcrmeis.''  For  some  years  past,  Mr.  Bunn 
haB  had  an  arrangement  widi  Mr.  Ducrow,  of 
Asde/a  Theatre,  for  the  use  of  a  part  of  his 
Btad.  Horses  pranoe  and  gaDom  and  carriagea 
driye  about,  on  the  boards  of  Drury  Lane,  as  if 
in  the  streets.  What  would,  Shakspeate  think 
were  be  suflered,  to  use  his  own  words,  ^  to  re- 
rimt  Ibe  pale  gfimpses  of  the  moon''  some  winter^s 
mght,  and  see  such  a  fnece  as  <^  Kbg  Ar&ur, 
or  the  Knights  of  the  Round  TaUe,"  in  the 
coune  of  representation  at  Drury  Lane  7  It  is 
wdl  for  the  world  that  the  ritiated  taste  iibich 
now  prevails  in  theatrical  matters  did  not  exist 
in  Shakspeare's  time.  Had  such  been  unhappily 
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the  CM^  we  ahould,  in  all  piobabilitTt  faava 
ndver  heard  that  such  a  person  existed.  He 
would  have  been  one  of  those  to  whom  Ifae 
obseiration  of  Quintilian  applies— •*<  How  oft  Ae 
greatest  genius  lies  concealed !"  Not  one  of  his 
matchless  pieces  would  ever  have  h^d  what  he 
himself  calls  <<  a  local  habitation  and  a  name.* 
And  if  there  be  a  latent  Sbakspeaie  of  the  pie- 
sent  day ;  one  of  surpassing  dramatic  genius,  he 
is  inevitably  destined  to  remain  concealed  so 
long  as  the  existing  false  dramatic  taste  prevails. 
.  The  spectacles  which  have  of  late  been  the 
great  attraction  at  both  the  winter  houseSf  and 
which  have  so  much  diverted  them  from  the  os- 
tensible purposes  for  which  they  were  biult,  aie 
got  up  at  great  expcsise.  The  preparations  far 
^  King  Arthur,  or  the  Knights  of  the  Round 
Table^''  which  was  producedat  Drury  Lane  in  the 
season  of  1834-35»  cost  Mr.  Bunn  about  l,8(M»i> 
besides  the  very  heavy  expense  he  nightly  incurred 
in  its  representation ;  while  the  gorgeous  openi» 
^  Oustavus  the  Third,"  got  up  a  short  time  pre* 
viously  for  Covent  Garden,  is  understood  to  have 
subjected  him — ^for  Mr.  Bunn  was  then  the  pro- 
prietorof  that  theatre  also— to  little  shortof  2,000/. 
before  it  was  exhibited  to  the  public  Thesespeo- 
tad^  are  got  up  with  great  magnificence^  and  on 
a  very  extensive  scale.    The  number  of  supemu- 
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meraries  alone  called  in  to  aid  tlie  efkctf  is  on 
some  occanons  as  great  as  fifty.  The  number  of 
persons  who  appeared  in  the  scene  of  the  masked 
ban  in  ^  Gustavus  the  Third,"  when  that  pageant 
was  first  brought  out,  was  said  to  be  240. 

The  salaries  of  first-rate  actors-^of  whom, 
howerer,  there  are  none  belonging  to  our  coun- 
try at  present — are  very  high  at  both  of  the  laige 
bouses.  Kean  had,  on  yarious  occasions^  50/. 
per  night  at  Drury  Lane,  exclusiye  of  his  right 
to  a  benefit,— which  was  always  worth  6002.  to 
him ;  but  that  was  nothing  to  what  Madame  Mali* 
bran's  terms  are  atthe  same  theatre.  How  wiD 
it  startle  the  uninitiated  when  I  mention,  that 
her  engagement  in  May  and  June  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  was  at  the  rate  of  125/.  per  nigfa^ 
witid,  in  addition,  aright  to  a  benefit  worth  500iL 
or  eOOL  or  more  f  In  what  astonishment  would 
<«  Ben  Jomon"  and  <<  William  Shakspeare,'' 
hold  up  their  hands  could  they  by  possibility 
hear  this  intelligence!  These  celebrated  men 
were  both  players  as  well  as  play-writers,  and 
their  salaries  never,  so  &r  as  can  be  ascertained, 
exceeded  eight  shillings  and  sixpence  per  week* 
That  of  the  best  performers  of  the  seventeenth 
century  is  not  supposed  to  have  been  higher  diaa 
fifteen  shillings  weekly. 
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Ut*  Macreadj  is  at  the  head  of  the  tngie 
perferaien  of  the  present  time»  and  Bfr.  Farren 
aUuads  foremost  among  die  representatives  €i 
oomic  cbaracteis ;  bat  neither  of  these  gentlemen 
IS  first-rate  in  tilieir  respective  departments.  In 
tn^fedy,  the  place  of  £ean  is  not  likely  to  be 
soon  filled  up.  He  hx  outstripped  all  the  per- 
famiOTi  of  tragedy  wfaidi  have  appeared  since 
Qamck'B  time^  and  perhaps  in  one  respect  he 
eBoetted  all  his  ^edecessors  as  wdl  as  contem- 
poraries, lallude  to  the  singular  fiict  of  his  having 
been  aUs^  by  some  mental  process  which  it. is 
not  easy  to  comprehend,  to  throw  his  whole  soul 
so  completely  into  the  character  he  sought  to 
rppresent^  that  he  did  actually,  for  the  moment, 
divest  himself  of  all  consciousness  of  being  aught 
else  ttunl  the  real  person  whose  feelings  andcon* 
duct  he  was  pourtraying.  One  striking  illus- 
tration of  this  was  afforded  by  the  circumstance 
of  his  suddenly  beoommg  as  pale  as  death,  and 
of  his  haii:  standing  on  end,  when  he  came  to  any 
scenes  of  surpassing  horror. 

The  usual  amount  of  salary  whidi  Messrs. 
Macready  and  Farren  severally  receive  per  week 
is  SOL  There  are  a  few  odiers  who  get  as  high 
as  20/.  The  weekly  salaries  of  third-rate  per- 
formers vary,  according  to  drcumstanoes,  firom 
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ievmto  toll  giuuett.  Tliere  axe  sboab  of  other 
acton  and  actresses  who  are  engaged  at  from 
two  to  five  gnineaa. 

The  leading  actors  and  actreasesy  or  stars  as 
Ifaey  are  teohnically  oalled,  are  treated,  in  the 
theatre^  as  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  first  class. 
Tliey  would  not  on  any  account^  and  are  not  ex- 
pected to^  mix  with  the  oonmion  herd  of  per*- 
fcimerSybathaTe  rooms  se(  ^part  for  themsehes.. 
Afrima  donna  has  always  an  excellendyfumish- 
ed  apartment  off  the  stage  for  herself.  She 
claims^  among  other  articles  of  fiimkure^  two 
soIk  as  an  indispensable  point  of  etiquette.  She 
has  abo  her  own  waitiogHnaid,  who  is  as  dose 
in  her  attendance  and  obsequious  in  her  manner 
as  if  the  actress  were  the  first  lady  in  the  land 
The  conventional  distinction  between  a  prima 
donna  and  a  second-rate  actress,  when  in  the 
Aeatre^  is,  that  while  the  former  has  two  soSm 
in  her  apartment^  the  latter  has  only  one. 

Of  the  variety  of  scenes,  dresses,  machinay, 
&&  at  the  large  houses,  some  idea  wiQ  be  formed 
when  I  mention  that  the  estimated  value  of 
dttse  articles  at  each  establishment  is  firom 
40,000^  to  50,000/. 

I  now  come  to  what  are  called  the  Mmor 
Houses.  And  first  among  these  the  Hatmaeket 
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Theatre  deserves  tx>  be  noticed.  The  house 
which  existed  before  the  present  one,  was  bmlt 
in  the  year  1720.  With  tliat  house  were  mixed 
up  many  interesting  associations.  In  173%  the 
celebrated  Gibber  seceded  from  Druiy  Lane, 
and  commenced  operations  in  the  Haynuirket. 
In  the  followmg  year,  Fielding  the  noyelist, 
opened  this  theatre  with  a  company  whom  he 
advertised  as  <<The  Great  Mogul's  Company  of 
Com^dians.^  In  1747  Foote  opened  it  on  his 
own  account,  having  preidously  performed  there 
as  one  of  Macklin's  company,  a  well  known  char 
racter  of  that  period.  Foote  retained  possession 
of  the  house  for  a  much  longer  period  than  any 
previous  lessee.  In  1776  he  transferred  his  in* 
terest  in  it  to  Mr.  George  Colman  for  a  life 
,  annuity  of  1,600/.,  but  as  he  died  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  Mr.  Colman  obtained  the  property 
for  800/.  In  1605  the  latter  sold  a  part  of  it  to 
Mr.  Morris,  his  brother-in-law,  and  to  Messrs. 
Winston  &  Tahourdm,  for  8»000/: 

Several  actors  and  actresses  who  afterwards 
rose  to  distinction,  made  their  dtbui  at  the  Hay- 
market  theatre.  Among  the  number  were  Foote, 
Palmer,  Jack  Bannister,  Mathews,  Elliston,  Lis- 
ton,  loung,  Teny,  &c  and  Miss  Fenton,  (who 
afterwards    became  the  Duchess  of  Bolton ;) 
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Mn.  Abiiigdoi^  liGn  Fonreiiy  (the  present 
Goimteas  of  Deiby,)  Mrs.  Gibbs,  Miw  Wilkin* 
son,  &c 

The  oU  house  was  pulled  down  in  1820,  and 
the  piesent  one  was  opened  on  the  14th  of  July 
of  the  following  Tear*  The  expenses  of  the 
building  were  under  20,000/.  It  is  a  remark- 
Mf  neat  and  comfortable  little  house,  with  two 
tiers  of  boxes,  and  is  capable  of  containing 
about  1,500  persons  with  comfort  Itisasum-> 
merhonae.  The  season  usuaBy  begins  in  April 
and  ends  in  October.  The  prices  are  five  shil- 
lings to  the  bozefl^  three  to  the  pit^  and  one  and 
sixpence  to  the  gallery*  Fonnerly  there  was  no 
half  price ;  but  Mr.  Morris — ^who  is  now  sole  pro* 
prietor— made  the  experiment  of  a  second  price, 
wfaidi  has  been  tolerably  succeesfiiL 

The  pieces  performed  at  this  theatre  are 
moedy  of  a  light  kind,  though  licensed  to  per- 
form the  legitimate  drama.  Tbe  company  are 
usually  efficient  in  comedy.  It  confined  itaelf 
until  last  season  to  pieces  purely  Knglish,  and 
nerer  admitted-  anything  in  the  shape  of  spec* 
tade.  In  this  respect  it  was  singular  among 
die  other  establishments.  Last  season,  however, 
Mr.  Morris  imported  a  number  of  foreign  dan- 
cers, and  got  iip  baUeiSf  &c.    It  is  doubtful,  I 
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believ^  whether  ike  additional  attendaace  i 
up  for  the  vast  increase  in  the  expense. 

The  entrance  to  the  pitof  the  Haymarket  thea^ 
tre  is  not  in  its  &vour.  It  is  by  tilie  descent  of 
a  iSight  of  stairs.  When  the  rush  is  greats  mthor 
at  the  opening  or  at  half-price^  persons  are  often 
crushed  to  a  very  inconvenient  degree^  The  en- 
trance  to  the  pit  of  the  previous  theatre  was 
also  of  a  similar  kind,  and  was  on  one  occasion 
the  cause  of  most  disastrous  consequences.  I 
refer  to  theiisit  of  Greorge  the  Third  and  Queen 
Charlotte,  in  the  year  1794,  when  the  rush  to 
the  pit  was  so  great  that  fifteen  persons  were 
killed,  either  through  suffocation  or  from  being 
trampled  upon. 

There  is  no  theatre  in  London  in  whidi  the 
leading  actors  change  so  seldom  as  in  this.  Most 
of  them,  indeed,  may  be  considered  fixtures.  Mr. 
Farren  until  last  seaaon  had  a  sort  of  local  habi- 
tation on  its  boards.  What  the  cause  of  his  se- 
oesnonwas,  Ihave  not  been  able  to  leam.  Messrs. 
Strickland,  Webster,  Vinmg,  Buokstone,  &c  are 
names  quite  fiGoniliar  to  the  theatre-going  public, 
for  yean  past,  in  connexion  wi&  this  house ; 
so  are  those  of  Mrs.  Qlover,  Mrs.  Humby, 
Mrs.  Tayleure^  and  several  other  female  per« 
formers  of  celebrity. 
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Hie  Enoi^mh  Oi'£RA  House,  New  WeDk^n 
Street  Strand,  i^  perhapsi  the  most  elegant 
tbeatre  in  the  metropolis.  The  previous  house 
was  burnt  down  in  1632,  and  the  present  one  was 
erected  in  1834  This,  like  the  former  building, 
18  the  property  of  Mr.  Arnold,  whose  &ther 
became  the  proprietor  of  the  late  house  in  1795. 
It  IB  capable  of  containing  about  1,800«  It  has 
two  tiers  of  boxes.  The  lower  one  is  the  dress 
wde,  and  the  front  row  is  in  the  form  of  a  bal- 
cony. Adnusnon  to  the  latter  was  originaDy 
six  shiUingB^  while  the  price  of  the  other  boxes 
was  five*  The  rate  of  admittance  to  the  pit  was 
tliree  shillizigfl^  and  to  the  gaQery,  two ;  but^  as  I 
shall  presently  state  in  detail,  achange  has  been 
made  in  die  prices*  Mr.  Arnold,  when  he  opened 
the  present  house,  did  so  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  divertang  public  patronage  from  foreign  per- 
finrmers  and  foreign  musics  to  English  histrionic 
and  musical  talent  He  chiefly  grounded  his 
hopes  of  success  on  the  effectiveness  of  his  or- 
chestra in  the  performance  of  the  best  pieces  of 
om*  native  composers.  And  certainly  no  one 
could,  in  this  respect,  have  made  ijiore  spirited 
exertions.  Ev^ything  in  his  power  was  doiie  by 
him  tovindicate  the  claims  of  English  music.  For 
a  time,  matters  promised  welL  His  success  in  the 
season  of  1884  was  dedded.    Bamef  s  opera  of 
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the  ^  Mountain  Sjlph,''  attracted  crowdedhouses 
fiir  sixty  or  seventy  conBecutive  nights.  On  no 
occasion,  during  all  that  season,  did  the  iptf 
to  use  his  own  expression,  fail  him.  Bat  what- 
ever were  Mr.  Amold'^s  gains  that  year,  his 
losses  in  that  of  18d5  more  dian  counterbalanced 
them.  What  the  cause  was  of  the  English 
Opera  House  losing  all  its  attractions  so  sud- 
denly, and  quite  unexpectedly  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  I  cannot  tell.  Some  ascribe  it  to 
the  fickleness  of  public  taste;  others  to  the 
want  of  the  requisite  enterprise  on  the  part  of 
the  proprietor.  I  attribute  the  reverses  of  the 
theatre  to  the  combined  operation  of  both 
causes.  But  be  the  cause  or  causes  what  they 
may,  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Arnold's  losses  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  season  of  1835,  were 
upwards  of  4,0002.  It  is  certain  they  were  so 
great  as  to  induce  him  to  shut  up  the  house  in 
the  middle  of  the  season.  It  was  some  weeks 
afterwards  opened  by  the  company,  who  were 
thus  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  thrown  out  of 
bread ;  but  their  success  was  no  greater.  The 
reduction  of  the  prices  to  less  than  one-half  of 
what  they  formerly  were,  was  then,  as  a  last 
desperate  expedient,  resorted  to^  in  the  hope  of 
filling  the  house ;  but  neither  was  it  successful 
The  company  continued  to  perform  for  some 
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wwkfl)  under  ibese  disbeorteoiBg  dremii8taaoee» 
when  the  theatre  again  dosed,  for  the  aeasoD. 
It  waa  re*opened  in  April  of  the  present  year^ 
as  a  speculation  on  the  part  €i  the  oempanyt 
with  oocauonal  periods  of  stfccess;  but,  on  the 
wholes  the  season  must  be  consideced  a  fiulure. 
Hie  house  was  but  indifferently  attended,  thouf^ 
the  prices  were  lower  than  when  it  first  opened; 
admission  to  the  boxes  being  four  shilUn^;  to 
die  pit,  two  sluUings ;  and  to  the  gallery,  one 
shining. 

In  July  last,  Mr.  Bunn,  while  ^t  was  yet  un- 
certain  whether  he  would  procure  a  renewal  of 
his  lease  of  Drury  Lane  on  such  terms  as  he 
would  be  inclined  to  give,  became  lessee  of  the 
English  Opera  House,  at  a  yearly  rental  oC 
a,500I.  Whether  he  will  retain  both  houses,  i% 
as  yet,  uncertain* 

Braham's  TtasATRB,  in  Kmg- street,  St. 
James'Sjisthelast  built  of  anyintown.  Itisfitted 
iq>  in  the  very  best  taste :  it  vies,  in  this  respect, 
widi  die  Eng^h  Opera  House.  Some  penKmiB^ 
indeed,  are  at  opinion,  that  if  there  be  any  dif- 
ference in  the  elegance  of  the  style  of  the  inte« 
nor,  it  is  in  farour  of  Braham's.  It  only  took 
about  four  months  in  building.  The  expense 
was  nearly  30,000/.  It  opened  in  January  of  the 
present  year.    Fer  a  fortnight^  the  novelty  of  the 
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tbuig  attracted— what  the  play^bills  ef  die  tmaB 
tbeatreft  in  the  suburbs  call— **  numerous  a&d 
brffliant  luidiencee  f  but  aftei"  the  lapse  of  that 
short  period,  the  performers  had  for  some  time 
to  play  to  empty  benches.  The  second  six  weeks 
after  the  opening  of  his  theatre,  Mr.  Braham  lost 
a  considerable  sum;  but  a  new  piece,  called 
^  Monsieur  Jacques,**  was  produced  at  the  end  of 
diat  time,  which  being  interesting  in  itself  and 
die  principal  character,. Mondeur  Jacques,  being 
represented  by  Mr.  Bamett  with  an  effectiveness 
with  which,  perhaps,  no  French  eharacterwas  ever 
before  represented  by  an  EngUshman,  the  tide 
of  good  fortune  again  set  in  in  fayour  of  this 
dieatre,  and  Mr.  Brt^ham  found  that  by  the  end 
of  the  dfea«on  to  which  his  licence  extended, 
namely,  April,  his  proTious  losses  were  converted 
into  profito  to  the  handsome  amount  of  4,0001. 

The  chief  ground  on  which,  independently  of 
its  excellent  local  situation,  Braham's  Theatre 
rests  its  pretenmons  to  public  patronage^  is  that 
of  the  shortness  and  lightness  of  its  pieces. 
Hence  it  takes  to  itself  the  name  of  the  Vaud^- 
▼ille  Tleatre.  It  is  not  a  large  house.  It  has 
two  tiers  cS  boxes,  a  pit,  and  a  gallery.  The 
priee  of  admission  to  the  boxes,  is  five  shillings; 
to  the  pit,  three ;  and  to  the  gallery,  one  slul- 
ling.    The  house  is  it^  up  to  accommodate 
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lOBO.  Mr.  BpbambbamtfoBeofitBgiMi* 
est  attracti<«8»  At  tbe  end  of  the  seaaon  lor 
the  representatipii  of  Eogliflh  piecee,  U  was  let 
tat  two  monjdis  to  tbe  Fieiich  CkwpaDy,  under 
tbe  awpieea  of  Mademwelle  Jewy  V6rtepfe> 
wkoperfoimed  tbe  prenous  year  in  tbe  Engliah 
Opera  House.  The  FVendi  oomiMmy  met  with 
GPQaiderable  sueeess. 

Braham's  theatre  is,  from  its  locality,  diiefly 
fre^oeated  by  tbe  fitshionaUe  world.  Tbe  boxes 
ave  often  fojl,  while  the  pit  and  gallery  are  com- 
paratively empty*  On  some  occasions  in  March 
last^  the  lower  or  dress  circle  was  almost  ez^ 
clusiirely  filled  l^  the  nobility  and  their  imme- 
diate firieads. 

He  Olympic  Thxatbx,  in  Wyc^tieet^ 
Strand,  waq  originally  intended  for  EquestriM 
feat8»  and  not  for  tbe  representation  of  strictly 
dramatic  pieces.  It  was  built  by  Mr.  Astley, 
a^  whom  the  weUr*known  theatre  at  the  Surrey 
side  of  Westminster  Bri<%e  is.  called  The 
house  waa  then  designated  the  Oljppic  Pa* 
ri&atu  Asileyscfme  tiuma  afterwaxds  sold  his 
kaee  Uy  Mr.  £UiBtoo»  whose  suQce8s<  in  itwa% 
fir  eoniieliime^  but  veiy  Ianil;ed^  At  last  be 
fwn(hi(ed<.yececaltod*»  Roeheafter,,''  grom^dedon 
^jsrdUmQwn  anecdote  of  Henry  V.,  which  met 
wi4^.  ^m  'Q£  the  oi^liiTOiffat^  l^e^eeptions  ^f 
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which  any  piece  erer  produced  at  a  metropolitan 
theatre  could  boast  Mr.  EUiston  himself  played 
the  hero,  Rochester,  and  Mrs.  £d^  the  he- 
roine, the  Countess  of  Lovelaugh.  The  piece 
was  represented  for  nearly  one  hundred  nights  in 
succession,  to  houses  crowded  in  eyery  part ;  and 
it  attracted  the  rank  and  fiishion  of  the  West-end 
to  a  theatre  which  had  before  been  considered 
among  the  very  lowest  m  town.  Some  time 
afkerwards,  Mr.  Elliston  produced  ^  Oioranni  in 
London,"  whidi  also  met  widi  the  most  decided 
success.  That  gentleman  was  in  a  &ir  way  of 
making  a  fortune,  when,  in  an  eyil  hour,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  lease  in  the  Olympic,  and  became 
lessee  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre.  His  entire  ruin 
was  the  speedy  result  of  his  new  speculation. 
In  1822-a,  the  Olympic  Theatre  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Egerton,  by  whom  it  was  managed 
for  some  time  with  tolerable  success.  Even- 
tually  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  succession  of 
specuhtors,  all  of  whom  are  understood  to  have 
lost  consderaUe  sums  by  i^  until,  in  1888^ 
Madame  Vestris  became  the  lessee.  Since  that 
time  it  has,  almost  eyery  night  of  performanes^ 
been  crowded  in  all  parts.  The  ayerage  an- 
nual profits  wMcfa  this  fayourite  actress  has  de* 
rired  from  her  speculatim,  are  said  to  be  about 
4fiOK.    Ifotwitiistandmgitabebgmoneoftlie 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   TBEATBEi^  71 

dbifieBt  And  moBt  diarepiitable  neigfabotirtioods 
HI  Londofn,  the  Olympic  is  most  fuhioiiabty  at- 
tended. The  grand  attracdon  is  Madame  Vee- 
tris  henel£  Luton  is,  nndoubtedly,  the  nest 
greatest  But  the  corps  dramoHquej  though 
lev  in  number,  is  very  eflRsetiye  as  a  whole. 

I  know  of  no  hoose  in  Lcmdon  whidi  is  so 
generaDy  fortanate  in  its  choice  of  ^pieces  as  the 
Olympic.  You  scarcely  ever  haye  to  submit  to 
die  isffiction  of  a  duQ  one.  They  aie  always 
diort  as  wdl  as  lively;  it  is  but  seldom  that  one 
occainee  more  than  an  hour  in  the  representa* 
tkm.  Four  pieees  are  usually  perfonned  erery 
mgbt  Another  very  commendable  regubtioii 
in  the  administration  of  the  affidrs  of  this  theatre^ 
is  that  tbe  performances  are  always  oyer  at  oleyen 
c^dock,  or  a  litfle  after.  In  some  of  the  other 
bouses  fliey  often  draw  their  slow  length  aloitg 
until  half-past  twelve^  and  sometimes  till  wilUn 
*  a  few  minutes  to  one.  On  any  other  than  a 
Saturday  night  this  is  a  matter  which  may,  with 
propriety,  be  left  to  be  settled  between  the  pro- 
prietors and  the  public ;  but  when  the  per- 
frnmances  on  Saturday  nights— as  they  do  m 
the  cases  referred  to— trendi  on  the  sanctities  of 
&e  Christian  sabbath,  the  case  is  one  whidi 
loudly  calls  for  Ae  interference  of  Hie  proper 
ma&milafBB.    IWhat  can  be  the  cause  of  the 
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Bishop  of  Londoofs  leaunnms  here?  Can  it  bt 
that  he  is  ignozant  of  a  fact  vhidi  must  ptove 
so  revolting  to  the  mind  of  every  person  who 
reverences  revealed  religion?  His  Lordslup^s 
predecessor  was  not  so  neglectful  of  his  duty. 
The  Kdiop  of  London,  in  180d»  gave  nodee 
to  those  proprietors  in.  the  practice  of  breaking 
in  on  the  sabhalh.  morning  by  their  protracted 
perfbnnancefl^  that  if  the  curtain  did  not  fiJl  be- 
fore the  dock  struck  tvelve^  their  ficences  should 
be  withdrawn  and  the  houses  shut  up.  Thie 
was  a  species  of  lofpan  whidi  commended  itadf 
to  the  minds  of  the  offending  parties,  though 
mere  moral  coosidaKations  had  not  the  sHghteat 
eflect  on  tibem* 

The  Olympic  Theatre  is  capable  of  con- 
taining from  1,000  to  1,200*  It  has  only  one  tier 
of  boxes,  with  two  or  three  on  either  side  of  the 
gallery.  The  price  of  admission  to  the  boxes  is 
four  shilling?,  to  the  pit  two»  and  to  the  gidleiy 


The  Adslphi  Tbxaxiie,  fixnnerly  the  Sans 
Par^  is  on  the  right-hand  ride  of  the  Strand, 
as  you  go  westward*  It  lies  half  way  between 
Exeter  Hall  and  Ciharing  Cross*  It  was  built 
in  the  year  1802,  by  Mr.  John  Sootl^  an  oil  and 
colour  merchant  His  dai^hter.  Miss  Scott, 
not  only  laid  the  first  stone  of  the  buildingi  but, 
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after  it  WIS  opened,  wrote  serenl  pieces  fer  se- 
pfeseQtation  in  it  Mr.  Scott  afterwards  sold  it 
to  Mr.  Rodwell  and  some  odier  partieBi  for 
25|0002.  The  new  proprietors  gave  it  the  name 
of  the  Adelphi,  and  managed  it  with  consider* 
able  success.  Mr.  Rodwell  died  in  1834^  and 
in  the  following  year  his  executors  disposed  <^ 
the  property  to  Messrs.  Yates  and  Terry^  far 
90^0002.  In  1828,  the  pressure  of  adverse  pri- 
Tste  circumstances  obliged  Terry  to  withdraw 
from  the  coDcem,  when  the  late  Mr.  Mathews 
became  the  partuer  of  "Ms.  Yates.  Under  the 
joint  mani^meat  of  these  two  gentlemen  it 
coBtkuied  until  die  death  of  the  former  in  1885» 
when  Iiis  executors  having  determined  on  <fis- 
poring  of  his  interest  in  it,  Mir»  Yates  also  agreed 
to  dispose  of  his.  Tbe  property  was  not  long  in 
tbe  market  The  Messrs.  Bond  at  once  came 
to  tenna,  ^ch  I  have  heard,  though  I  am  not 
sure  the  statement  is  correct,  were  40,0<MM. 

There  is  no  theatre  perhi^  in  the  world  in 
which  pieces  have  had  so  lengthened  a  rua  as 
m  the  AdelphL  It  was  at  Ais  theatre,  danog 
flie  management  of  Mr.  RodweD,  tbat  the  eele- 
brated  borletta  of  <^  Tom  and  Jerry,  at  life  in 
London,"  was  produced.  So  gre^  was  its  suo- 
cess,  that  it  was  not  only  acted  three  hundred 
ajgfats-— a  thing  I  believe  unparalleled  in  the 
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WBMia  of  die  ttege^-but  tome  mt  of  imitalkfii 
oitt  was  got  up  in  almost  every  minor  dieatle 
ia  town.  The  i»roprietor8  of  the  Adelphi  elearad 
about  30,000/.  by  the  speculation.  Under  tlie 
proprietorship  of  Messrs.  Terry  and  Yates,  an 
adaptation  of  Cooper's  well-known  nautical  novel 
of  **  The  Pilot,''  was  brought  out  at  this  tfaeatte, 
whiek  was  perfi»rmed  upwards  of  200  nigfals. 
« Grace  Huntley''  also— a  piece  in  three  acts, 
founded  on  a  stcnry  in  <<  Tie  Amulet,^  by  Mft. 
&  C  Hall-— met  with  distinguished  success  k 
1894L  It  was,  I  believe,  performed  seventy  or 
dgfaty  sttoeeasive  nights,  independently  of  its 
frequent  representations  at  various  interrab 
nnoediafttime.  «*  The  Last  Days  of  Pbmpeii^'' 
and  several  other  pieces,  have  likewise  been 
eminendy  soocessfiil. 

Hb  Ad^hi  is  a  very  uncomfortable  dieaM. 
ThsM  is  only  one  tier  (rf  boxed,  Wbioh  is  airit- 
wanDy  divided  by  a  passage.  If  you  are  seitled 
in  thoee  favtiiest  back  you  have  to  stoopdown, 
«wing  to  tke  lowness  of  tiie  ceiling  df  the  pi^ 
Isfy  a(.die  front,  before  you  can  see  the  froes  er 
heads  of  the  perfoirmerB  on  the,  stage.  Hie 
boKea  are,  besides^  unoomfortaUe  from  tbe  way 
in  which,  tiiey  ate  laid  out  The  whole  appeft^ 
OM  of  tiie  interior  of  the  house  is  heavy  and 
^all)  and  bat  for  the  general  exceUsftee  of  tiie 
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tfie  odebrity  of  tbe  leading  aeton,  and 
AaoofVFenicftieeQf  the  ntaation,  it  would  neter 
km  mel  ivitb  ttie  Buccess  which  has  chorac- 
texiaedit  vanAeit  its  several  proprietors  during 
the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years.  I  have  net 
hBttd  whttX  the  gains  of  the  Messrs.  Bond  have 
been  sijnee  tiie  property  came  into  thehr  handi; 
bat  MMon.  A&rfbews  and  Yates  are  nnderstosd 
to  have  ayeraged  Irou  ^000^  to  4^000iL  dear 
poftis  par  aanum,  daring  Ifae  years  it  belonged 
to  theia.  It  is  said  the  property  has  agahd 
passed  fttna  the  Messrs.  Bond  to  file  hands  of 
Mr.Yatea. 

The  AfMfhi  season  eonimenoes  in  October, 
attd  ends  in  ApriL  Disring  the  intervdy  or  at 
least  for  «  oonsiden^Ie  part  (rf  the  interval,  the 
ialia  Mr.  Mfldiews  treated  the  public  to  his  <<  At 
Homae,'*  **  Amnialis,''  Ice.  And  far  weeks  m 
aucecansn,  £d  tfiis  gentleaiac^  by  Us  own  sin- 
gniariy  varied  powers  of  amusing,  attract  as 
orawdad  hoasei  as-ildMn  all  the  corps  rfraam 
UfHe,  headed  by  Mr.  Yates,  used  their  ccftOr 
hiaed  ezertipBa  to  merit  public  patronage.  Mr. 
.  MaAmmf  lina^  was  peculiar  to  himself:  he  hid 
ao  fiedaeassor  wortbyof  ^ttie  name:  it  is  dQub^ 
ftil if  aaq^  oni^  wJileiver  supply  bis  place. 

The  prineipal  perfannaiiGes  at  the  AdelpU 

» burletksB,  oomjis 
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ritetches,  farces,  &c.  The  gfeatest  attractioB, 
among  the  players,  which  it  has  had  for  many 
.years,  is  the  celebrated  Joha  Reeye^  who  has 
just  returned  to  it  from  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Tie  Adelphi,  for  some  time  past,  has  got  up 
a  greater  number  of  spectacles  than  any  of  die 
other  minor  theatres, — ^Astley^s  of  course  ex- 
cepted. And  it  must  be  admitted,  when  duae 
allowances  are  made  for  the  limited  sixe  of  the 
stage — so  limited  that  the  dresffingw-rodua  are  of 
necessity  in  the  area— that  they  have  been»  far 
the  most  part,  got  up  with  great  effisot 

The  price  of  admission  to  tlie  boxes  is  four 
shillings,  to  tihie  pit  two^  and  to  tibe  galleiy  one 
shilling.  The  mmiber  of  persons  the  house  eati 
conveniently  contain  is  1,M0^  Aoiigh  upwards 
of  2,000  are  often  foimd  to  be  within  its  walls. 

Hiere  is  another  tfieatre  in  the  Steand  I 
allude  to  the  Nbw  Strand  TfisaTss,  neaily 
q^ponte  St.  Mary's  chundi.  It  was  for  mkaj 
years  celebrated  as  the.pkce  in  which  Miss 
Kelly  « performed"  That  lady,  lace  Mt. 
Mathews,  had  no  riTal  in  her  line,  irbksk  wis 
430  personate^  in  lai^:uage^  dress,  Bffpe&npoe, 
and  manners,  almost  every  yaariety  to  be.  founil 
iin  the  human  character.  When  she  aetjbredfrom 
public  life,  Mr.Baynery  Ilia  {mpBetoiv ' 
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ycmnd  ^  obtttB  a  fioence  fttym  the  Lord  Chaa»- 
bariain  to  perfenn  the  usual  dramatic  pieces ; 
but  all  Us  eflbrts,  until  February  last^  were  un- 
moQesafctl  In  the  interim  it  was  opened  sereral 
tallies  by  yarious  companies,  in  defiance  of  the 
]a,w,  but  the  event  always  speedily  proTed  that 
the  Lord  CSuanberlain  was  too  strong  for  the 
pnty  who  had  tfie  temerity  to  enter  the  lists 
sgainst  Um.  Messrs.  Jerrold  and  Hammond 
entered  into  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Rayner 
in  Apnl,  by  wUdi  llie  theatre  ftU  into  their 
hasids.  They  eanied  it  on  until  the  end  dT  Ihs 
seftsob  with  a  fur  measure  of  success.  Tlie 
pieces  represented  are  chiefly  short,  and  they 
hsve,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  dever  and 
lively  und^  the  present  management 

llie  New  Strand  Theatre  is  the  smallest  re> 
qieotaUe  ttieatre  in  town.  Formerly  it  had  no 
gnDery;  but  one  cq>able  of  accommodating 
5Wpers(uiswas  erected  last  year.  The  price 
of  admission  to  the  boxes  is  three  shilfings,  to 
the  pH  one  dulling  and  shpence,  and  to  the 
gsDery  one  sliiling.  It  is  not  capable  of  con* 
taimng  nmne  than  800  persons  with  any  degree 
of  vamSarL  It  is  a  compact,  good-looking  Httle 
house. 

Asiun's  T^OATBE,  situated,  as  formerly  men* 
iiomd,  near  Westminster  Bridge,  diflbrs  from 
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9JI  otbera  in  tbe  duincter  of  its  < 
Elrst  there  is  a  sort  of  melodn»a,  is  vhich  Ae 
spectacle  part  is  got  up  with  eoUraotdiiiaKy 
elfect  You  will  sometiniea  see  twenty  or  thfftgr 
horseS)  some  of  them  single  with  rideis^  aad 
others  yoked  in  twos  and  fours  in  eaniagsi^ 
chariots,  &c^  pnmdng  and  galloping  about  on 
the  stage  as  if  in  Hyde  Paric,  or  any  other  Cfm 
space.  Battles  are  often  fought  on  hoiSebadLSS 
well  as  on  foot  in  Astley^s^  and  th^  freqiieii% 
give  a  aii^fulBrly  foithfiiL  lepresetttatimi.cf  what 
has  aetiv%  oecuned  in  tbo  seenes  of  ibcti^  to 
wfaMi  they  point  The  aelii^  however*  if  so 
it  must  be  called,  is  usually  qf  the  oMet  indi^ 
finrent  kind.  No  popular  hiatrionic  petfanaer 
ever  treads  the  boards  of  Aatley's.  AAsr  the 
first  pieo^  which  gemmdly  lasts  until  aeer  nine 
o'dodc,  asenesof  equeitrianfieiiBlnai^peiteaMd 
in  «  circus  made  for  tiw  purpose  in  dke  midfie 
of  the  theatre.  The  evolutii»s  whidi  axe  goBS 
through  on  these  occaaions  are  truly  woaderCol: 
the  spectator  would  have  prevkMsly  pronounced 
ihem  impossible.  And  oqually  astonishing  is  it 
to  witness  the  sagacity  and  docility  displayed  hf 
the  horses.  This  part  ci  the  ovening^a  eotsr- 
tainments  occupies  about  three-quarters  of  on 
iiour,  when  (he  wfaelo  is.  finished  by  a  nsn- 
descyip^  sort  of  aftst^eoe. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MBttDyonQgjpMpkk  tad  ie  alwajs  mortno- 
Banyinly  ittemlBd  by  Ihe  JuYenile  members  of 
tmS^eM.  It  k  ipteaBSBt  to  look  WHUid  tUi 
tboatn^  and  see  hundreds  of  youlfaful  eoante* 
naeai  glowing  wiOi  deligbU  m  tbey  witnew  the 
eitmofdiBSvy  feelB  of  heraeiiiaiiship.wfaidi  lie 
nthm  die  riog^  and .  the  impoBing 
I  exUfailed  on  the  stage. 
Aadejf^B  Thflstxe  is  krge  and  eonmodioos* 
Itia  cspsUe  ef-  I'entammg  ^000  pesaons  wiib- 
ootaaoadiiepnssine.  Upwvds  of  12,500  have 
OB  inanj  ooessions  been  known  to  be  in  it.  Hie 
prices  aie^  to  the  boxes  fdar  sbilliikgSy  to  the 
pit  two»  to  die  geUery  one  ahilhng.  Ihe  pver 
sent  house  was  buik  in  I8D4»  by  Mr«  John 
Aelley,  who  bed  been  oqtginsfly  a  priyate  soldier 
intt&el5tih,orEIfiolfrownIig^thor8e.  It  was 
wide  in  das  o^iecity  dmt  he  acqoirsd  that  ex* 
pertaess  in  horsemanship  which  led  him  to  eir 
hAit  his  equestrian  fnts  in  publico  He  -ooni!- 
BNBoed  his  eqoestrian  eazeer  on  the  site  of  the 
pnsent  bonse  in  die  open  air,  bat  with  a  peat* 
reef  honee  for  die  andaeno%  so.  as  to  proteet 
tibesb  from  nan.  Thb  was  d)ovft  the  year  1777r 
Mz.  Asdey^  in  the  oomse  of  his  time^  areetod 
neon  dieetns  pefehane  than  any  odief  nan  that 
Imd.    Indiadbg  iiMn  he  Ivilfc  m  rtek 
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the  entire  number  trae  mneteen.  He  died  in 
1814  at  Paris,  in  the  serenly-seoond  year  of  his 
age.  His  son  succeeded  to  bis  ampbi&eatre  «fc 
Weatnnnster  Bridge,  as  well  as  Us  other  pn^- 
perty;  but  singularly  enough  died,  in  1821,  m 
the  same  house^  chamber^  and  bed,  as  his  &tfier. 
The  house  is  rent^  at  1,000/L  per  amiunu  Mr. 
Dttcrow  and  Mr,  West  are  the  present  propria 
tors.  The  jffoperty  is  one  of  the  most  profitable 
of  the  kind  in  town.  In  1834  the  profits  were 
said  to  be  about  5^000^.,  dioug^  the  season  ovfy 
begins  et  Easter  and  ends  in  September.  It  haa 
made  many  happy  hits  in  the  apeefoe^tf  way.  One 
piece  of  this  kind,  <<  The  Battle  of  Waterloo,'' ex- 
hifaited  a  good  many  years  ago^  was  perfivrmed 
Ihe  whole  of  one  season,  without  the  int«m]»- 
sion  of  a  single  night— a  thing  unprecedented — 
and  a  part  of  the  two  following  seasons.  A  run 
of  one  hundred  nights  is  not  uncommon  at 
AaAefs. 

The  Queen's  Thbatkb,  Tottenham-street, 
Tottenham-court  Road,  is  one  which  has  under- 
gone  Tarious  dianges  of  name  as  wdl  as  vieiasfr- 
tudes  of  fortune.  At  first  it  was  called  the  Frrz« 
BOT  TaaATRE,  and  then  Ae  Rboemct THBaTRB$ 
aftetwards  it  went  by  the  name  of  the  Tovtsx^ 
HiJf  Street  Theatre  ;  at  anotti^r  period  it  wai 
caBed  the  West  Lomboh:  now  it  is  dengnatod 
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Tbb  Qmor'b.  It  was  origbaUy  iotendad  te 
CMieefts  and  other  musical  entertaioments.  It 
was  used  for  two  seasons,  soon  after  the  peace 
of  1815,  far  the  representation  of  IVench  plays^ 
The  uand  pteees  of  late  have  been  builettas, 
melo-dranias,  Sftroes»  &c  About  two  years 
anoe^  after  ha;?ing  ruined  several  proprietors, 
snd  been  often  shut  up  for  want  of  anj  one 
soficiently  adrenturous  to  engage  in  the  spe- 
ealatioii,  it  was  taken  by  the  Messrs.  Bond,  who 
le-fitted  it  up  in  a  yery  elegant  and  comfortable 
aMumer,  at  conriderable  expense.  They  then 
opened  i^  ostensibly  undertfaeentire  management 
of  Mrs.  Hiabett,  and  with  a  much  more  effectiTe 
oompany  than  had  ever  befinre  graced  its  boards, 
when,  B€»twithstanding  the  raising  of  the  prioes 
ef  admission  to  double  the  previous  prices,  a 
very  suceeBsful  campaign  was  comnfenced,  which 
lasted  for  tve  or  six  months.  After  that  time 
it  was  again  subjected  to  a  series  of  reverses, 
which  ended  in  the  secession  of  ^  the  fair  widow^ 
and  her  two  maters.  Of  late,  it  is  understood  to 
hate  been  one  of  the  worst  thieatrical  specula- 
tions which  has,  for  some  years,  been  made  on  a 
small  scale.  The  price  of  admission  to  the 
boxes  is  four  shillings,  to  the  pit  two,  to  the 
galtary  one  shilling.    It  is  only  a  small  house, 
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and  b  ioeapaU^  of  eonttuang  mole  thair  MV 
or  700  peraoBB  wkh  any  maasure  of  oamfet 

The  Victoria  Thsatiub  b  «li»l«d  » 
Waterloo  Road.  It  was  origmiffl j  €«B«*  *e 
CoBotma  Theatbb,  after  Prinoe  IjoopoW  of 
Saxe  Coburg,  bow  the  King  ai  Beli^unu  The 
{^undalioB  stone  waa  laid  by  a  pKoy  of  hb 
Eoyal  HigbneaB.  It  waa  (^nedon  Wbit-HoB* 
day,  1817.  For  a  lame  it  waa  auoeeesfiil;  ba^ 
matteTB  soon  began  to  aaannie  a  gloomy  a^ect 
Eventually  it  paaaed  into  new  banda.  Ibe 
aeomd  kesee  did  not  long  retain  peeBesaoa  of 
tibe  property:  it  waa  soon  tranfifiuTed  to  oftfaar 
partieB.  CSrcamatancea  6blige4  the  latter  partiea 
to  lelinquiBh  it ;  othei!%  bower^i  undetevred  hj 
Uie  reverses  ol  thoee  who  psreceded,  were  aoon 
found  to  ei^p^  in  the  speculation,  but  with  no 
better  aucoeaa. .  The  Coburg^  in  fact,  ia  ^ 
oourae  of  a  few  years,  acquired  an  unenviaU^ 
notmnety  for  changiiig  banda.  After  being  for 
aeme  time  dosed,  it  was  rennodelfed  in  the  in* 
terior,  and  fitted  up  in  a  very  superior  maoMf 
in  1832-9,  when  its  former  name  waa  changed 
te  that  of  the  Victoria  Theatre.  It  is  a  weB^ 
built  and  elegant-looking  houa^  bod^  externally 
and  in  the  interior.  It  has  cndy  one  tier  of 
boses,  but  it  ia  divided  by  a  paaaager  the  feoot 
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bciag  the  ibopi  dnde.  Tlie  •dmiirion  to  tfM^ 
latter  k  three  shilK^gi^  to  fte  other  boxes  it  ii 
two;  to  Ibe  pit  it  is  one  sbillingf  end  to  the 
gdlary  wspenee^  The  theatre  is  verir  laigA. 
Tbtt-gderj  alone  is  eapaUe  of  eontsiQing  1,200 
or  1,400  penons;  it  is  the  most  coiBino4ious 
gsleiy  of  aBy.theafeie  in  Loadon.  Hie  house 
skogeiher  can  contain  SyOOO  persons  with  esse. 
UpwanbofS^MOhtffebeea  known  to  be  in  it 
at  one  iiaam.  It  has  not  been  more  suooessfiil 
of  lata  years  than  Sormeriy.  ^ce  it  changed 
its  name  in  188S»  Mr.  Psvidge,  Mn  Glpwop,  end 
other  Iggseosj  haife  severslly  lost  large  ^ums  of 
money  by  ib  The  pieoes  generalfy  performed 
at  the  Victoria  are  melcMiramatio  qpectade^ 
berlettsBi  fiuroe%  &e.  But  on  several  occssions 
the  legitinuite  drama  has  been  representedt  and 
in  aome instances  with  great  effidcL  Someyeam 
since  the  propiietar  was  subjected  to  a  heayy 
fine  ftr  aeiiqg  one  of  ISiakspesre's  phiys, — ^the 
prosecotiiv  psrty  bring  the  lessee  of  Drury 
Lane.  I  sfaaU  afterwards  adTcrt  to  the  esspin* 
Me  ri^  iHbich  the  Imger  estshlishmeDts  bsvo 
ts  pedbm  the  regular  dsama  in  die  metro- 
polis. 

The  Vietoria  Theatre  haa  been  the  menns  d 
iatiolueing  Ae  the  public  serersl  parformers  of 
It  was  at  this  grtahliAment  also  that 
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ACuifl6l4»  Hie  most  celebrated  pcinter,  in  Ut 
pecoliar  walk,  of  die  preeent  day,  was  fint 
brought  into  notice.  The  Victoria  ha%  likewise^ 
acquired  somediBtinctbn  from  the  carcumfltaiiee 
of  Mr.  Peter  Borthwick,  M.  P^  whose  name  ia 
well  known  to  the  public,  haviiig  made  faia  di^ 
bui  on  its  boards  as  Othello,  in  Shakspeare's 
tragedy  of  that  name^  two  or  three  years  hefoie 
he  was  chosen  the  representative  <tf  the  borough ' 
of  EyeshanL  S6  decided  a  fiohire  was  the  hon. 
gentleman's  dtt(ui  that  he  never  again,  so  &r  as 
I  am  aware,  appeared  on  the  boards  of  any  llie- 
atrical  establbhment  But  tiiough  his  fBiihire 
must  have  been  doubtless  mortifymg  at  ^ 
time^  there  can  be  no  question  he  now  regards 
it  as  one  of  the  most  fortunate  inddents  in  his 
Hfe,  as  it  compelled  him  to  seek  for  scvme  other 
means  of  earning  a  livelihood,  and  paved  the 
way  for  his  being  sent  on  a  tour  through  the 
country,  in  18d3-^  by  the  West  India  interest^ 
as  the  advocate  of  thar  cause ;  which  again,  salt 
afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  developing  his 
talents  as  a  public  debater,  was  the  means  of  his 
being  returned  to  Parliament  under  the  Auspices 
of  h  well-known  Tory  baronet 

The  Surrey  Thratbs  is  in  the  immediate  vi- 
emity  of  the  Victoria.  It  is  -^tuated  in  Bhdk* 
friars  Road,  near  tiie  ObeliiL    The  first  house 
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wm  baQt  in  1779^  but  was  burnt  down  in  180& 
Hie  present  house  was  erected  immediatelj  afeer 
Ifae  destructioii  of  the  other.  Formerl  j  it  was 
called  ^  Royal  CSrcus,  havibg  been  built  flnr 
bmrlettM  and  equestrian  exhilntions;  but  in 
180d,  BIr.  EDiston,  afterwards  of  the  Qlympie, 
and  eventually  of  Drury  Lane^  became  the 
lessee,  when  he  converted  the  ^  Xing'*  into  an 
exIensiTe  pit  Snioe  then  buriettae^  eomio 
sketches,  &&,  with  occasional  tragedies  and 
ecmffdies,  have  been  the  entertainments  at  the 
Surrey.  Mr.  Ihomss  Dibdin  was  for  a  con- 
siderable time  prqirietor ;  but  it  turned  out  un« 
profitably  for  him,  though  Mr.  Elliston,  his  pre- 
decessor, efeared  a  conmderable  sum  by  die 
speculation.  The  tfieatre  afterwards  fell  into 
various  hands;  most  of  whom  lost  considerable 
sums  by  it;  while  the  pieces  were»  with  £bw  ex- 
ceptions, remailEaUe  for  their  stupidity.  It  may 
be  r^t  to  add,  they  were  as  badly  represented. 
Of  late^  seversl  very  successful  pieces  have  been 
produced  at  this  tiieatre.  ^  Black  Eyed  Susan" 
had  a  ^  run  ^  of  nesrfy  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ni^ts ;  *^  Poll  and  my  Partner  Joe  ^  has  been 
nearly  equally  fortunate.  'These,  in  foct,  are  the 
sevt  of  pieces  whidi  are  best  suited  to  the 
taste  of  the  dramatic  geniuses  of  the  classical 
neighbourhood  in  whidi  it  is  ntuated.    It  is 
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gaid,  Unit  fiir  $ome  yean  part  luxgB  fltutti  torn 
beenrealiMd  bfthepn^xietofBof^tliietiieatrak 
It  is  at  present  in  the  poiBaamim  of  Ms*  De^ 
^fa%e,  who  Bueceeded  Mr.  Oabaldiafeoii,  tlie  leeaee 
^of  Ccwnt  Gaiden  Theabe.  Tlie  pit  ifl»  per- 
hape,  the  lai^gefet  of  any  house  in  Europe;  iribeit 
crowded  it  ccMBttaint  abont  t^OOO  penons.  The 
idghtly  ayesage  espendttam  is  eOJL  QnheneAt 
nights,^  when  the  houses  aie  goody  th^  momff 
taken  at  the  doors  as  from  lOQL  to  J130& 

Tie  temaining  dieatres  are  so  smell  and  mn 
important  that  thejr  may  be  disposed  of  in  a  fav 
words.       >r 

Sadcjbr's  Wells  is  aitnated  at  the  86ntli  eC 
Isli&gton.  It  is  one  (rf  the  oldest  Oeatrimd  e»- 
laUiskments  in  the 'metropolian  having  been  ori- 
ginally bulk  in  the  reign  of  Ounlce  IL  For 
flftcnre  than  a  century  it  has  been  oelefarated  for 
tlie  ezceHenee  of  its  pantomimes.  It  was  also 
popular  far  many  years,  in  consequenee  of  the 
low  humour  of  the  elder  Grimaldi  It  is  13ce» 
wise  noted  amcmg  the  lower  classes  for  the  si^ 
pematural  and  horrible  duuracter  of  its  piecea. 
It  is  a  neat  little  hous^  andis  capable  of  con** 
taining  about  1,500  persons.  It  has  not  proved 
a  profitable  speottlatiun  to  Ihe  proprietors  lately. 
In  the  course  of  last  season  Mr.  Qsbaldiston, 
the  lessee  of  Ceyent  Gofden,  became  the  ] 
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of  Sadkr's  WdH  at' «  yeio^  mital  of  l^fVM. 
Jto  affiurs  lunre  been  conducted  with  spirit  sixicf 
il  €aiiie  i&te  his  hands.  The  prices  of  admis- 
non  are,  to  the  boxes  two  shilliii^  to  the  pit 
one  stalling^  to  the  gallery  sixpence. 

The  Payiuon  Theaxiie  is  situated  in  the 
WhitadivKpel  Boad.  It  was  bnilt  soon  after  the 
destruction  ol  the  Brunswick  Theatre,  in  1825. 
It  is  a  small  house,  c|ipable  of  containing  no 
more  than  1,200  persons^  The  prices  of  admis- 
aon  are  the  same  as  those  of  Sadler^s  Wells. 
It  haa  some  celebrity  for  low  humorous  pieces^ 
and  occasionally  imports  for  a  week  or  a  fort- 
B^t  one  or  two  of  the  stars  of  lesser  magnitude 
from  the  west-end  theatres.  Mrs*  Honey  gmeed 
its  boards  for  two  or  three  weeks  last  season- 
It  is  a  sort  of  refuge  for  the  destitute.  It  is 
proYerbial  for. affording  an  asykun  to  those  as- 
pirants at  the  higher  order  of  histrionic  dbtjno- 
tion  who  haye  ^  come  out "  in  the  larger  esta* 
bhfihments  without  success. 

The  Gaaiick  Thsateb  is  a  near  neighbour 
of  the  PaYiUpn.  It  is  in  Goodman's  fiekhy 
and  is  DBoned  for  its  being  the  house  in  which 
Ganick  made  hie  debut  on  hisaniyal  in  Lon- 
don. This  was  in  1741,  and  the  character  he 
assumed  was  Richard  III.  It  is  a  small  theatre^ 
but  very  neatly  fitted  up.    These  is  room  in  it 
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for  600  or  700  peraonsy  though  it  can  hut  mI- 
dom  boast  of  so  nmnerouB  an  attendance.  Its 
prices  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  PaTilion  and 
Saddler's  WeDs. 

There  is  another  theatre  inBishopq;ate  Street 
which  was  built  about  two  years  smce.  It  is 
quite  a  small  affiiir.  As  yet  it  has  made  no 
noise;  so  very  litde^  indeed,  is  known  of  it, 
that,  perhaps,  not  one  out  of  twenty  of  the  di»- 
atre-gojng  public  of  London  is  aware  of  its 
eatistence.  In  Milton  Street,  in  the  Gty,  there 
was  another  theatre  under  the  name  of  the  Cixr 
Theatre,  but  last  year  it  was  converted  into  a 
Mechanic's  Institution,  through  the  week,  and 
a  Dissenting  Chapel  on  Sundays.  It  was  the 
property  of  Mr.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  of  Strata 
fiird,  who^  from  first  to  last,  lost  a  good  deal  of 
iponey  by  it  It  dianged  its  lessees,  on  an  ave- 
rage, once  every  three  months,  for  the  last  four 
0^  five  years.  Hiere  is  a  neat  little  theatie, 
called  the  Clarence  Tbeatre,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  King^s  Cross,  New  Road;  but  it 
18  hardly  ever  open.  The  Minor  Theatre,  in 
Catherine  Street,  Strand,  has  also  been  shut 
for  three  or  four  years  past  Th^e  are  two  or 
three  other  small  houses  in  the  outskirts  of  tiie 
metropolis,  but  they  are  undeservuig  of  notice. 

Ihe  winter  houses^  and  the  leadmg  minor 
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theatres^  isTariably  bring  out  puttomiBBeB  at 
Ch»taia%  which  asually  hare  a  six  ireeka*  run* 
la  Dmry  Lane  and  CorentGafdenHieatreB these 
are  got  up  with  yerj  great  estpeose.  The  cost  of 
prapaiipg  those  of  1828--29^  was  as  fidbws:-^ 

£ 

Drury  Lane  •  •  '  •  1,670 

Covent  Grarden  •  •  •  1,426 

Adelphi     •  •  .  •       500 

Surrey  .  •  •  •       600 

Cobourg  (now  the  Victoria)  •  •       400 

Pavihoii  •  »      '  •  ,       100 

Tbe  pantoraimeB  are  a  great  source  of  attrac- 
tioii  to  young  peoji^;  and  as  they  are  always 
fatottght  out  on  ^  Box-night,'^  when  there  is 
something  in  the  pockets  of  the  lower  dasses^ 
the  ga&eries  of  the  Tarious  theatres  are,  on 
those  occasional  crowded  to  sufibcation;  and  a 
mora  motley  appearance  was  never  assuredly 
pfcecpted  than  that  which  then  graces  the  Ta^  - 
rioos  galleries.  The  railmg  on  the  front  seat 
exhihits  a  goodly  amy  of  all  sorts  of  second- 
hand appareL  It  would  do  the  heart  of  a  Jew 
old  dothesman  good  to  see  it  It  has  the  ap- 
pesBimce  of  a  pawnbroker's  shop:  bonnets 
broken  in  the  crown,  or  witfiout  any  crown  at 
all;  eaps  <«iD  tattered  and  torn  f  shawls  whioli 
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wveoBM  of  TiriMs  hneaybot  «liiohasaiioi^ 
for  tbe  want  of  the  afqpUoation  of  a  fitlis  wmf, 
aH  protty  much  eC  one  oolonr;  hats,  coata» 
waistcoats,  &C.  ficc,  are  aU  iaatened  to  the  lailp 
ing  along  the  whde  front  of  the  upper  galkqr* 
Then  .there  are  <Hhe  gods"  tfaemselyes— the 
name  by  which  they  have  always  been  caUed 
since  Garrick  deliyered  one  of  his  oelebratod 
prologuesy  in  whidi»  when  apostrophising  that 
portion  of  the  audience  in  the  inunediate  nagh- 
bouihood  of  the  ceiling  he  exdaimed, 

*'  And  you,  yt  goda  I  to  merit  never  blind-^ 
'       A  fellow-feeling  makes  us  wondrous  kind." 

A  very  large  proportion  of**<  the  deities''  qa 
such  occasions  opnmsta  of  chixaneyHiweepappfiaH 
tices,  who  are  by  f «r>  coDndmiig  their  Umitsd 
means,  the  mostfib^alprtronisen  of  the  drama. 
A  consideraUe  number  of  their  sootshiiis  are  al- 
ways to  be  seea  in  the  front  seat%  where  their 
Uack  frontbpieoeB  oddly  contrast  with  ^r 
tus)u  and  the  whites  of  their  eye8»  which  9f% 
displayed  to  great  advantage  on  such  occaaioos^ 
Tliere  is  also  a  fiur  sprinkling*  of  bakers'  ap» 
prentioea  on  booi-nighty  who  areaure  to  be  sesn 
sitting  dieek4>y4owl  with  die  youthlil  fcnighta 
of  the  seot-hnish.  A  lai^ge  number  of  those  wbe 
pnq^  the  vppev  i^oDs  of  tbe  kmm  ff^f  |» 
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itltt  iUif-flkeraBt  Aeir  oonts  «re  <MU  be- 
a«M  tibe  heat  of  the  pkoe  hu  become  intoleim- 
ble.  Odmrs  aie  swearing  and  fl^rtbg;  whOe 
cries  of  ^tomhiitt  out!"  ^  turn  bun  oittr  ^or- 
der. Older  f  *  ^  olence  there  !*  assail  your  ears 
from  dl  ifUBrteTS.  It  wem  iinpoesibley  indeed, 
tD  witnesB  a  more  upfosrious  scene  than  that  in- 
nriaUy  eshifaited  on  svch  occarionfli  The  un* 
fianted  play  which  die  ^'dimitiies*  give  their 
hrngs  on  these  nights  often,  in  &ct,  has  the  eflbct 
ci  entirely  drownwg  die  voioeB  itf  the  actors  en 
the  stage.  The  truth  i%  that  they  chdm  a  pre- 
Mr^itrra  i^bt  to  be  ae  «<Hsy  as  they  jJease  on 
bos-nighty  and  aB  effbrts  to  ppesenre  otdo*  would 
bo  periBctty  nseliBflB» 

Sn  the  reader  erer  se^  a  pieces  on  its  first 
prodnctinn,  eqiideinned?  or,  to  use  theatrical 
fteaseokgy,  ^daBmed,*'^-4n  «By  of  tiio  burger 
eshJbBsiweats?  ^o  one  who  has  noi  witnessed 
such  a  scene  ean  jGENrm  any  idea  of  it  The  au* 
Aenee^  on  such  occasions,  are  in  a  perfoct  hub- 
bub. Mr.  CyOonneD,  eren  when  in  his  most 
risleni  and  most  foicible  moods,  nerer  produced 
sommdi  ^  agiJaation''  in  any  assesd^hige  of  the 
^fineefe  pisaatry  Sn  the  world,''  as  is  exhibited 
in  Dtary  Inae^  or  Corent  Oaiden,  when  a  new 
piece  isiudhrgsiiE^  the  process  of  utter  c'dasiiMh* 
tiov;*  Itegreattm^adtyof&sflsdienoessem 
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to  make  Ae  matter  a  personal  one.  They  fcel 
as  if  some  insult  had  been  offered  to  Aem  indi- 
vidually by  the  luckless  wight  of  an  author,  and 
the  scarcely  less  unfortunate  proprietor  of  the 
theatre.  ITiey  will  in  such  cases  rise  from  thdr 
seats,  and  express  their  indignation,  not  only  in 
loud  hisses,  groans,  &c.,  but  by  the  most  violent 
gestures.  But  peihaps  a  better  idea  of  a  scene 
of  this  kind  will  be  afforded  by  dw  following  ao* 
count  of  a  particular  one  wfaidi  was  exhibited 
last  season  at  Corent  Garden,  and  wfai^  I  drew 
up  immediately  after  its  occurrence. 

Hie  piece  was  called  «  The  Fortune  of  War;  a 
National  lifilitary  Operatic  Drama."  What  the 
incidents  were,  it  would  have  been  imposnUe^ 
under  any  drcumstances,  from  the  sheerstupidtty 
of  the  piece,  to  discover;  but  that  imposabifityt 
if  there  be  not  an  Irishism  in  the  expressioii, 
was  rendered  still  more  impossible  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  received  It  is  questioo- 
able  if  ever  an  *^  Operatic,''  or  any  other  drama^ 
was  mote  unmercifully  damned  The  first  act — 
it  was  in  two  acts — ^had  not  proceeded  fitr  when 
symptoms  of  the  coming  storm  of  disapprobation 
began  to  manifest  themselves.  The  audience  in 
dBilbrent  parts  of  the  bouse  oomrneneedthe  scene 
by  feint  faisses.  In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  ike 
ooosummate  ehunsinessiBtfa  wUsh  the  leaifimr 
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noliteiy  mrdoJ6^9'^a—irbkbf  by  the  mj,  ooasti- 
tiited  die  stapfe  of  tbepiece— w^repeifemedin 
cue  cS  the  Bcenes*  called  forth  a  bunt  of  con- 
<hwnn>lJon  from  aU  parts  of  the  houBe.  A  more 
ttwkwaid  squad  than  the  histziomc  tvoops  was 
never  exhibited  either  on  the  stage  or  on  the 
parade;  none  of  th^m  seeiqed  capable  of  making 
a  single  tolerable  mo¥ement»  At  one  time  they 
vere  aU  mingled  together*  French  and  English, 
in  gkrioua  confusion;  at  anotber,>hey  all  rush- 
ed, some  in  one  direction,  and  some  in  another, 
off  tibe  stage;,  inlhout  any  reason  which  the  au- 
dianoe  oonld  perceive  for  their  sudden  exit  For 
the  nezi  minute  or  two  the  stage  was  entirely 
deesrtied;  neither  Frendman  nor  Englishman, 
nor  any  other  mao^  was  to  be  seen  or  heard.  The 
awdipmre  and  really  it  was  no  wonder-— now 
b^gan  to  lose  allpatienoe^  and  cries  of  **Qfl^  off  r 
leaoimded  freai  aU  parts  of  4fae  booses  Iftheae 
€neB  were  louder  and  more  general  in  one  part 
Aan.«aotber,itwaainthe  seeand  and  duid  tieia 
efbosea.  The  uproar  had  I7  Ifeia  time  beocnte 
aegrmt  and  geneial  that  notresiewordof  what 
waaaaadimthesti^gB,  wiWianearl^irooiyi^^ 
^aieepiieiifl)  was  heard.  The  An^.aet,  however, 
waa  efentually  bitHig^t  to.  a  doae  without  the 
nndianoe  o/fenm  aa  afaaohiteintenji^tioii  to  the 
piece.    Bot^aeoofDHJlJiad.nasQcperi 
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e&i  tiun  Ae  jtt  more  stnirid  and  duittfljr  efohi* 
tioiis  of  tht  troop6-^-«ll  of  the  aelors  on  oho  ois 
eaaioii  appeared  as  solcfienr-^raiBed  Ate  indigiuk- 
tion  of  the  axidieitee' to  so  kigh  a  piteb»  tliat  Ae 
cries  of ''This  is  an  Burak  to  us  P  ^'Giretisback 
our  money  T  and  *  Return  is  our  tin  T  ^408, 
oiFP  flic  became  soldud  and  general,  that  itwas 
found  impossible  to  proceed  with  flie  pieces  la 
die  midst  of  tho  deafening  ttproar  and  confhsioD} 
Mr.  Wallaek,  the  stage-manager,  cme  forward 
to  address  the  audience^  but  be  was  for  some  Isme 
assailed  wilii  such  a  ToUey  of  biases  and  ydb 
that  hb  eihrts  to  make  himself  heard  were  ahs- 
gether  ineffectual  Cries  of  <<  Hear  Mm,'  hear 
htm  r  mt  last  proceeded  from  several  perfn  of  the 
houses  whldi  had  the  effect  of  pariaDyraetenig 
Older.  Mr.  Wdlack  then  commented  thus: — 
'  ^  Ladies  and  Genflem^n,  I  most  respeelMfy 
iqppealto the  liberal  partof  t^audience,^'— -(Here 
Mr.  WsObA^b  veico  was  drdwned  amidst  4he 
stertn  ef  hisses  which  agafai  proceeded  ttm  the 
gaUeries  and  tlie  pit,)-^^  I  hare  e^ery  reason' to 
halie?eand4hinkdiat*'~(Renew«d  iq^roarwUWi 
pie¥eBtsd  Ms  completing  the  sentenoe^)^^^  La^ 
Aes  and  Oentlenieni  wiD  you  hear  me?  Wlil 
you  allowthe pieced  proceed?'  fSho«i»of«Ms 
noP  ftomaB  partsrfthe  houses  wiA  one  ev  tsm 
«intcfiesQf«Yes,year} 
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A  pMM  Iheii  eosued  u  Ut.  WflBiok^  ad- 
ihm  owing  to  the  deafeniDg  nam  whioh 
yivvailed  in  all  psti  of  flie  tbealva  Atbngtli 
te  tgw  cndeaefiNited  to  proeve  a  hBarittgs*— - 
<*If  you  wiH  nu  allmr  me**— (A  voice  in  one  of 
Ai  eomer  beoLee-T^Ilie  aoilitarj  evolntloaB  tfe 
nM  flfaainebL'')  Mr.  Waflaek-><^In  answer  to 
Alt  gendeaMn  in  the  eomer,  I  b^toaaytlttt 
I  Innre  done  my  dntjr*  I  hare  done  eteiytfaing 
in  my  power  to  nudce  the  loptenentation  of  the 
I  eBoant  as  poasibla  LadSes  aod  Gen- 
lam  no  soldier,  thongh  Inowappearin 
of  one;  hot  I  r^eal,  tfuit  in  ge^ 
tiof  np  this  piece  i  hann  done  my  dnty/' 

A  Toioe  in  the  boxes--*<<  None  of  yon  hale 
daneyour  dnf^^  eniept  Mr.  Dalyr"* 

AnoAer  Tmee-*  ^  The  men  ean^t  moiea  irtsp." 
Qssaaf'Ol^offP  Himeok  and  yetti  wore  hue 
rene wmd in  all  paito of  Ao  heose^  Sogreefcwss 
the  oonfafion  diet  ebonfe  five  mimitea  ela|^ 
hifem  aaytUngwaa  saidordoneentbeslagai 
At  the  eotpnalion.  of  tlsit  tisMw  tho  aetore  or 


itopfooeedwitktho] 

Aimee  jn  tihe  upper  bonssr^  Dws'tnuke 

lonie  of  yonnelves  mof  kagor.'**  ( Loud  Inaghtoiw) 

Anotter  ^fim»^^  You  slmaU  shilt  ll»|^nt 

(I 
i  yells.) 
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llie  eiurUdn  here  ML  Whedier  it  jshMid 
bi.ye.done  ao  io  the  natural  course  of  thinga,  or 
whether  it  was  dnojiped  intentionally^  becauae  it 
was  impossible  to  proceed^  I  have  not  the  means 
of  Jmowing.  In  a  few  minntea  afterwarda  it  was 
again  raised^and  for  ave^  short  space  tike  piaoe 
^aa  allowed  to  prooeed  widi  less  of  uproat  and 
confusion,  though  the  hisses  and  deriaiire  laogb- 
.ter  were  still  to  be  heard  in  every  part  of  iind 
thealre.  The  awkwajKl  evolutions  of  '<  the  mir 
litary^  began,  however,  to  be  again  repeated, 
and  the  displeasure  of  theaudience  became  ones 
more  as  loudly  and  unequivocal^  expreaeted  as 
before.  Still,  anddst  all  ttieir  dissatisbction  at 
<he  extreme  stupidity  of  the  pieces  and  the 
equally  stupid  way  in  which  it  was  get  up^ 
there  was  sometlnng  so  excessively  ludicreua  in 
Ae  mai^uiga  and  counter-marchings  off  the 
troops,  aomie  of  whcm  carried  diildren  on  dieir 
baeks,  that  the  andienoe  could  not  r^ain  fioa 
mkiglmg  loud  buTsts  of  lauj^ter  withihe  yells 
end  hisses  which  greeted  the  performers  from 
alldiredions.  Cries  of  "^  Cut  it  short  T  <<  Down 
with  the  curtain  r  <«  We  want  no  more  of  it  r 
^  Ot^cSr  &&,  weie  once  more  heard  from  all 
quarters.  The  perfosDnem  now  simultaneoua^ 
wa^dLcimmMKih  disappeared  from  the  stagey 
iaai  the  ptafaniwnce  wna  .eaoaequeDtlv  .al  a 
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fltsdd-tlilL    When  the  troops  re-appeared,  tfiey 

wemasBaOed  wifh  tremendous  hisses,  mingled 

vifli  laughter.    ^  Have  you  nearlfijone  yet  ?' — 

**Ofli  off  !*—**  Give  ns  back  our  money  T— and 

eAer  cries  of  a  nmilar  kind,  again  became  as 

knid  aad  general  as  before.    The  voices  of  lihe 

performers  were  completely  drowned  amidst  the 

txemendoos  nproai'  which  now  prevailed  in  every 

section  of  the  house.    One  of  the  actors,  at  this 

part  of  the  performance,  carried  a  long  stick  in 

fasB  band,  when  a  person  in  the  second  tier  of 

boxes  liiouted  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  ^  You 

bad  better  all  cot  your  sticks  T'  (Loud  laughter.) 

The  actors  here  again  quitted  the  stage  abruptly, 

in  a  mass,  amidst  roars  of  laughter  which  con-«. 

vttlaed  the  house.    After  the  lapse  of  a  minute 

or  so^  fhey  re-appeared  on  Che  stage,  but  were 

vet  by  deafemng  cries  of  ^  Shame,  shame  T— 

*'  Go  to  bed  T  and  universal  hissmg  and  yells. 

The  same  sort  of  acting,  if  so  it  must  be  called, 

and  Ae  same  hissing,  hooting,  and  yelling,  on 

the  part  of  the  audience^  were  kept  up  for  about 

ten  minutes  longer,  when,  passing  over  various 

intermediate  incidents  in  tiie  piece,  the  last  scene 

occaarred,  and  the  curtain  dropped  amidst  yeUs 

and  hisses,  and  marks  of  disapprobation,  which 

it  18  imposdUe  to  describe. 

On  the^Ul  of  the  curtain  part  of  the  audience 

fOL.  L  V 
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quitted  the  dieatre^  but  the  gn9t  mqority.x^' 
nudned,  and  nuBed  a  tremeiidous  chmour  for 
Mr.  Wallacky  in  prder  that  he  might  apologifie 
for  the  insult,  as  they  called  it^  or  explain  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  had  been  offered 
to  theuL  Mr.  Wallack  resisted  the  call  for  about 
five  minutes,  but  finding  the  clamour  continue 
to  increase  instead  of  diminishing^  he  made  his 
appearance.  He  was  received  with  tremendous 
hissing,  which  prevented  Ins  speaking  for  some 
time ;  but  at  length  the  cries  of  <<  Hear  him, 
hear  him  !*'  becoming  general,  order  was  «uffi« 
ciently  restored  to  render  him  audible.  He  then 
began  thus: — 

<<  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  appear  before  you 
to  know  your  pleasure,  and — ^  (Here  he  was  inr 
temipted  by  deafening  yeUs  and  hootings,  min- 
gled with  cries  of  "  Why  insult  us  with  such  |l 
piece?" — "Why not  apologbe  at  onee?*-^^  Wn 
outrage  the  public  with  such  trash?")  Otbe/ 
sudi  questions  proceeded  from  all  pasts  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Wallack—"  It  is  perfectly  impossible  far 
me  to  answer  such  a  multitud^*of  questions  at 
once.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  am  come  here 
to  know  your  pleasure^  and—" 

A  gentleman  in  one  of  the  side  boxes  here 
interrupted  Mr.  Wallack  by  observing  that  the 
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OTolmiciB  were  most  diegnieeliil :  imd 
HuA  Hhej  ought  not  to  h«ve  been  eodnlnted  be- 
Sne  any  eufience. 

Mr.  Wal]a(&— «I  haitenothing  to  do  wiHithe 
nufitery  evolutions.  If  I  had  had  my  own  way 
of  it— "  (Here  Mr.  Wallack  gpoke  with  pecuUar 
emphaffla)— if  I  hadhad  my  own  way  of  it,  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen,  this  sce^e  of  confusion  would  not 
haive  oecurred,— (Loud  cheers,) — I  should  have 
subalituted  common  sense  for  nonsense.  (Tre- 
OMndDUs  dieering.)  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
allow  me  most  reqiect&illy  to  inform  you  that 
tins  piece  is  withdrawn**^  (Renewed  cheering.) 
Tlie  andience  then  peaceably  retired. 

What  a  striking  contrast  do  the  larger  theatri*' 
«al  eataUiBhinents  of  the  present  time  present  to 
those  of  Shakspeare^adays !  The  price  of  ad- 
mianoa  to  the  boxes  of  the  Globe  Theatre, 
Bankfiide^  Southwark,  in  which  the  Bard  of  Avon 
performed,  and  in  whidi  moat  of  his  best  plays 
were  irst  brought  out,  was  one  shillings  and  to  ' 
the  pit  and  gallery  sixpence.  Hbe  prices  of  ad<- 
BUSBon  to  the  other  theatres,  which  might  be 
ettnsidered  the  minor  houses  of  that  period,  were^ 
to  tihe  boxes  twopence,  and  to  the  pit  and  gal* 
leries  one  penny.  The  theatres  ofthose  days  had 
thaldied  roofo  in  the  inside  as  well  as  the  out- 
.  (hey  were  so  small  that  twenty  pounds  was 
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dfltmed  a  prodigidiis  mim  to  receit^  m  wim 
aigfat  Tlie  audieiiGe  in  the  pit  had  to  stand!, 
tfiere  bring  no  seats  to  nt  on.  There  was  no 
ieeoery  to  please  the  eye»  or  give  effect  to  the 
representation  of  the  pieces  \  and  the  only  stage 
the  actors  had  to  tread  on,  was  a  rough  floor, 
strewed  with  rushes.  One  piece  only  was  per- 
farmed  at  a  time,  and  die  hour  of  commenang 
was  twelve  at  noon.  The  performance  wias 
usually  over  between  1hr«B  and  foiar  o\sIock. 

A  T^  oonfflderaUe  proportion  of  the-audtenes 
in  tiie  boxes  of  die  London  theatres  are  admit' 
ted  fiee.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  circanr- 
stances  under  which  many  persons  have  ^Mf 
right  of  free  admission  to  Druxy  Lane.  In  ad* 
ditien  to  those  who  thus  visit  this  establiahment 
every  night  free  of  expense,  there  are  many 
ethers  who  obtain  their  adaussionB  as  the  friends 
of  the  lessee  or  el  some  of  the  leading  perfamH 
ers.  Tlie  daily  newspapers  also,  and  the  leadn^ 
-  weekly  ones,  have  transferable  season  tickets  of 
admission  for  two  persons  to  all  the  theatres* 
The  leading  writers  for  Ae  stage  have  likewise 
panaission  to  visit  the  theatres  gratmtoudy 
whenever  Aey  choose. 

There  is  iio  pfrofossion  in  the  world  so  ap- 
duous  and  precarious  as  that  of  tiie  stage.  JBlidi 
tlie  mental  and  phyiieal  powers  of  Ihe  actor  are 
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roikttexsdL  It  m  cbIj  hy  &» 
mwm  9mA  unrwoilftmg  nertioii  thit  be 
bspe  to  attain  aiqr  mumte  of  dialaiietiM;  ad 
the  eame  exertwn  ib  necesBary  to  proBttve  it 
AfdKtooeB  aie  very  cq^ricbus  and  very  vngnrte* 
All:  tbe  leaet  tliii4[--4ie  aKghteat  defect  in  adK 
ja|^  offiands  them,  hoverer  meritorioiia  lihe 
eefeosrV  -pnmooB  perfonnanoeB  may  have  been* 
The  moat  ifiBtmgnidied  suoosaBibr  a  lengthened 
aeries  of  yeaia  is  no  eKten«atian»  in  thek  eati^ 
nalkm,  fnr  oae  nig^a  lailttva.  -  Our  acton  are 
meiucfly  the  same  pnedicamenti  in  thia  raapeet 
.as  the  greyhoaad  in  the  iable  that  was  aevezdy 
heat  hy  its  nuuter,  because  it  finled  to  cateh  tfa» 
hare  for  the  huadiedth  time,  Ihongh  it  had  been 
m  the  ^dnoe  in  fhe  prefiana  nioei^ 


^fmfy  etea  ef  onr  popular  Mton^  ev«r  tealiae 
a  moderate  indepeBdenee.  I  know  off  none  of 
tlioaa  of  the  present  time  who  have  done  so^ 
wilh^the  exception  of  Me.  Biahamt  Jix^  Fvmm 
Mr.  Itfton^  Mr.  Maeready,  and  two  or  tbvw 
elhmi  The  graat  migorily  of  the  third  and 
iMnrtkMte  actors,  and  ahnoet  all  at  and  under 
medSoerity,  have  to  maintain  a  oonatant  stijiggle 
with  peeoniaiy  difiiculties;  some  ci  them,  in- 
tiMd»wiaistarv^onitBel£  How  many,  even  of 
tioae  aetom  irii^  in  the  mendian  of  liAb  weri 
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popttfaur  in  the  highest  degree  ^v^  the  Iheilre- 
gomg  pubUcy  have,  when  overtaken  by  advanced 
ye»8y  been  doomed  to  encounter  all  the  homoa 
<tfwantl 

The  writers  for  the  theatres,  are  numerous  > 
btit  only  a  few  of  them  have  obtained  much 
celebrity;  Mr*  Sheridan  Knowks  stands  nearly 
alone  in  tragedy;  indeed  it  is  doubthd  whether 
any  one  has  equalled  him  since  Ae  time  of 
Shakspeare.  Mr.  Sergeant  Talfonrd's  tragedy 
of  <<  Ion,**  and  several  tragedies  by  Miss  Mit^ 
ford,  Miss  Baillie^  and  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Ma^ 
turin,  possess  great  literary  merit;  but  they  ar» 
not  well  adapted  for  r^esentation.  Incomediea 
and  forces,  the  nunes of  Poole,  TheodoreHodi» 
Planche,  and  Reynolds,  are  well  known.  In 
light  pieces  generally,  Messrs.  Moncriefl^  Peake,. 
Leman  Rede,  Jerrold,  Budcstone^  and  Tlomaft 
Dibdtn,  are  the  inost  sueoessfoL 

The  rate  of  remuneration  for  dramatic  piecea 
varies  according  to  dreumstances.  A  popular 
writer  will  sometimes  get  thirty  or  forty,  pounds 
for  a  piece  which  oconpies  ui  hour  and  a  half 
in  the  representation,  t^ugh  foequentiy  the  half 
of  that  sum  is  not  given.  A  very  general  prap^ 
tjce  10  to  give  tiie  autiior  a  small  swan  for  tiia 
pieo^  aay  ten  or  twelve  poumb  in  the  firat  in^ 
Maice^>and  than  alfovhimLajiiuiealDor.WQXf 
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oitglit  it  is  perfarmed  «fl»r  a  Umited  number, 
say  twdve,  of  Tepre8entatioii&  Unlefla  where 
wme  sadi  arrangement  is  made  between  theai>- 
thoT  and  tbe  manager,  ibe*  proprietors  wH  aome* 
times  realiae  a  Kttle  fortune  by  a  suoeessfiil  pieces 
while  the  unfortunate  audior  has  only  po^etted 
a  few  pounds  by  the  labour  of  his  brains.  The 
proprietors  of  the  Addphi  Theatre^  it  was  un- 
derstood, cleared,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
^,0007.  by  <<Tom  and  Jerry,''  while  Mr.  M<niH 
crieiE^  who  adapted  it  from  Pierce  Egan's 
<^  Life  in  London,"  only  received  a  mere  trifle 
for  his  trouble.  Hie  inadequate  remuneratioii 
which  play-writers  receive  for  their  labour,  may 
be  inferred  from  tbe  &ct^  that  though  Thomas 
Dibdin  has,  from  first  to  last,  written  nearly  three 
hundred  pieces,  of  one  kind  or  other,  for  the 
^eatzes,  the  great  majority  of  which  have  been 
very  successful, — ^he  has  not  been  able,  as  be 
stated  some  time  since,  to  save  anything  of  what 
he  had  tiius  earned.  Some  successful  pieces  pro- 
duce a  large  sum  to  the  authors,  from  their  pub- 
lication. Messrs.  Cramer  and  Co.,  tibe  musio- 
sellem  in  Regent^etreet,  gave  Mr.  Bonn  1^000/. 
for  die  <<  Maid  ot  Artois.^' 

One  great  ground  of  compfaont  which  writers 
fertbedieatres  had,  until  lately,  was  that  diey  had 
ttooopyi^m  the  pieces  they  produce.  Witfaiii 
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afifirw«dk9aAir4wftpdttfltion4if  a^i 
fiifioe  m  any  of  the  leadiog.  tfaealzeB  in  1^1^ 
was  broiig^  ootat abnost «veiy  IfaeaArei&.tfie 
omntry ;  wbile  not  a  farthing  was  given,  by  the 
pioprieton  of  tbe  latter  establiabmeaiH,  to  the 
auAoTf  however  great  the  amo*uat  ci  profits  they 
dertvedfromit  They  have  always  managed  these 
matters  better  ki  France.  There  an  author  gets  a 
eertain  sum  fer  his  piece  before  it  is  produoed,aiid 
IImd  a  small  smn  ev^  nij^  it  is  acted.  This 
en^^  >Myt  only  to  the  theatre  in  which  Ae 
|Heoe  was  otiginaUy  brought  out,  bat  to.eveiy 
theatre  througfaout  the  country  in  whidi  it  if 
acted*  An  office  is  established  in  the  varioiis 
iMge  towns,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the 
aiuBs  whidi  thus  become  due  to  a  soooessfiil 
dramatic  writer ;  and  in  some  cases  the  aggr^ 
gate  amount  is  very  large.  In  1828^  Mr.  Soribs^ 
the  most  popular  dramatist  in  France^  received^ 
in  this  way,  about  5,000/.  for  his  works. 

No  theatre  can  be  opened  in  that  part  of 
London  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  without  a  special  license  from  his 
lordship  having  been  first  obtained.  The 
license  never,  in  any  case^  except  in  those  of 
the  two  larger  estaUishments,  exceeds  the  pe* 
lisd  of  six  months  in  one  year.  This  ppwer  of 
preventing  the  openhig  of  theatres  without  the 
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}  of  Ike  Loid  Gfatemberiiia,  is.iriBted  h^ 
fa]»  knUqi  /irith  a  ykm  to 
IdM  pN)teeikA  to  tiM  dHM  patcDiibaitte^ 
No  TMBw  fiee»4aA  hefoochieodat  any  of  1db0 
■mefcpofoikm  tlieifaee,  mditet/lnraig^.lMeii.ftNt 
sotmitted  to^  and  appimied  lqr»  tke  ^naaiiB 
censor.  Mr.  Gteorge  Colman,  Bon  ot  liie  cele> 
Imted  dramatist  of  that  name,  is  the  gentleman 
who  at  present  filk  that  office^  The  object  of 
sabjeding  all  Aeatrical  productions  to  this  of^ 
deal,  18  to  prevent  anything  aj^iearing  which 
may  be  immoral  or  obscene.  I  express  no 
"Opinion  at  present  on  the  question  of  whether 
Ae  tendency  of  our  dramatic  representations  be 
*hnmoral  or  otherwise:  that  is  a  point  on  which 
I  know  a  diversity  of  sentiment  exists.  But  I 
do  not  see  how  any  person  of  ^ell-constituted 
mind  can  question  the  propriety  of  having  those 
passages  expunged  |rom  theatrical  pieces^  which 
either  contain  manifestly  inddicate  allusions — 
wUdi  proEBme  the  name  of  the  Deity— or  speak 
irreverently  of  divine  things.  Notwithstanding 
the  caieful  surveillance  of  Mr.  Colman,  it  is  un* 
liappily  too  tnie  that  passages  of  a  very  improper 
kind  often  escape,  and  disgust  the  minds  and 
shock  the  feelings  of  every  virtuous  person  who 
spokoL    What  would  be  the  pro> 
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baUe  magnitude  of  the  etili  were  dnnurtic 
«atiieTs  allow^  unbcnindedi  Uoenae  of  expresskm^ 
will  be  at  onoe  infiBrred  by  thoee  who  baive  aonie 
idea  of  tbe  looee  notions  on  the  eobjeot  of  mo- 
ral^ lAkh  eevetal  of  the  modem  writon  of 
theatiical  nieoee  entertain. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

THE  CLUBS.  '    ^ 

Brooket*— W1iite's-.Boodle'8~The  Carlton  Club-The 
Aeform  dub— The  Athencnim  Clulr-The  Clarence 
dub— Tbe  Oaford  and  Cambridge  UniFersit j  Club 
•-The  United  Univeraity  Cluli^Tbe  Oriental  Club- 
The  TrareUers'  Club--The  Union  Club— The  United 
Sendee  Club— The  Junior  United  Service  Club«~Re. 
marks  on  the  United  Service  Cluba^The  Wyndham 
Club— The  late  Westminster  Reform  Club— MisceU 
laneous  ObservationB. 

The  dubs  of  London  is  a  subject  which  occu* 
pies  much  of  the  attention  of  the  middle  and 
upper  classes  of  metropolitan  society^  They 
undoubtedly  exercise  a  very  considerable,  though 
It  may  be  an  imperceptible,  influence  over  the 
sunda  of  persons  belonging  to  those  classes. 
Almost  every  man  of  any  note  is  a  member  of 
'  or  otiber  of  these  dubs.    Some  are  membra 
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of  two  or  time  of  AaaL  Mr.  O'Conndl^  tat 
esample,  is  a  member  of  three — Brookes's,  the 
Reform  Club»  and  the  Clarence  Gub.  A  ooa- 
atant  interchange  of  sentiment  on  all  important 
topics  of  the  day  takes  place  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  leading  clubs.  ^'  The  clubs  say  so 
and  sOy"  is  an  expression  we  hear  erery  day 
of  our  lives.  Few»  however,  but  the  members 
themselves,  know  anything,  beyond  the  mere 
name,  of  these  associations.  They  may  be 
divided  into  two  classes — ^those  where  some 
private  person  engages  to  furnish  the  members 
with  certain  conveniences,  on  their  paying  him  a 
certain  sum  as  entrance-money,  and  a  specified 
annoal  subscription.  These  dubs  are  called 
Subscription  dubs.  The  other  class  of  clubs 
are  tiiose  in  which  a  certain  number  of  gentle- 
men join  together,  build  or  rent  a  house  for 
themselves,  engage  servants,  and  procure  every- 
tiling  they  eat  and  drink  at  the  price  charged 
by  tiie  tradesmen.  The  latter  class  of  dubs  is 
by  for  the  most  numerous. 

Of  tiie  Subscription  Clubs,  excluding  of 
course  Crockford's,  which  will  come  in  more 
properly  under  tiie  head  <<  Gamhig  Housesy"* 
Brookes's  is  tiie  most  noted.  It,  was  established 
by  a  Mr.  Brookes,  keeper  of  a  respectable  hotel 
iax  St.  James's  Street^  where  it  still  is.    It  dates 
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Hi  oijgiiitt&r  back  w  1770.  Brookw  mgagieJ 
to  give  the  memberB  the  use  of  his  house— to 
sapply  (hem  with  a  eertain  ovmber  of  newt- 
pepen»  periodicaky  ftc— to  proyide  them  witfi 
aetfanti— aad  to  ftumish  them  with  dinnen  on 
eerHin  tenna,  which  are  so  moderate  that  on 
ofiny  sudi  dimmr  the  hmdlord  loaee  firom  thiee 
to  fottr  ehiilinga*  He  farther  left  it  to  the  no- 
olemen  aad  gentlemen  who  first  joined  the  dob 
»  frame  any  mlea  and  regulations  they  thought 
proper  respecting  the  admisaon  of  members, 
sad  o&er  matters  connected  with  the  reading* 
fooDL  A  eoomiittee  was  accordingly  appointed 
hr  that  purpose,  when  they  came  to  the  resolu* 
tioOy  that,  in  order  that  no  party  obnoxious  to 
any  individual  member  shoidd  be  admitted,  the 
election  should  be  by  ballot,  and  that  one  black 
haQ  should  exclude  the  candidate  for  admission* 
Since  Chen  the  tenns  of  admission  have  been 
changed :  it  is  now,  as  in  all  the  other  Clubs,  a 
ragttlation  in  Brookes^s  that  there  must  be  one 
Mack  for  every  ten  white  balk,  to  secure  the  re- 
jection of  the  candidate, 

Amo&g^  those  who  were  the  founders  of  this 
dnb,  were  the  kte  Esrl  Eitswilliam,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Cholmondeley,  and  the  Duke  of  Queens- 
berry.  It  was,  and  still  is,  composed  of  men  of 
liberal   politics.     George   the  Fourth,    when 
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Prinee  R€g»t»*  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  almost  all 
tlie  oilier  moat  diatinguidied  Whiga^of  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  oentury,  were  memboB  oi 
Brookea'a.  To  be  a  iriember  then  waa  deemed 
an  honour  of  no  ordinary  kind.  Care  was  taken 
that  the  members  should  conast  of  the  choicest 
spirits  and  most  celebrated  men  of  the  Whig^ 
^ool  of  politics.  It  was  also  an  aristocratic 
dub.  At  that  time  no  man  who  had  not  a  cer- 
tain status  in  the  Ssushionable  world  was  ad- 
mitted. A  good  deal  of  this  spirit  was  kept  up 
fin*  the  first  twehre  or  fifteen  years  of  the  pre- 
sent century.  Alderman  Wood  was  not  ad- 
nutted,  until  after  twelve  years  persevering  ap- 
plication, though  he  had  been  part  of  that  time 
twice  Lord  Mayor;  the  ground  of  his  exclusion 
was  that  he  was  a  city  man.  Mr.  Combe,  of 
the  great  brewing-house  of  *^  Combe,  Delafield, 
and  Cc,*"  was  also  excluded,  because  he  was  a 
tradesman.  All  traces  of  this  aristocratic  spirit, 
however,  have  long  unce  died  away.  Men  of 
respectability,  and  of  liberal  poUtics,  are  now 
admitted  on  their  first  application. 

When  Brookes's  was  originally  established,  and 

*  The  late  King*  when  Prince  Regent^  was  ad- 
mitted without  being  balloted  fbr;  the  onlj  iniktanee 
of  the  kind,  in  die  history  of  the  iaatitution,  on  ic- 
•  oord. 
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ior  nany  years  cAv,  it  was  a  graat  phee  fe 
pBnHr*ig  Many  a  kmidred  tfaoqaand  pounds 
kaire  been  lost  from  txet  to  last  there.  It  was 
die  leafing  plaoe  in  the  metropolis  ktr  gaaaUiiig^ 
until  eeCpsed  byCrockfonfs.  In  1799  enor- 
mous soma  were  lest  and  won  at  Biookes^s. 
Hut  year  no  fewer  Hum  four  lageons  made 
ibar  appearance^  so  well  feathered,  that  it  was 
supposed  their  united  fortunes  were  not  mudi 
short  of  2»000,000<.  In  less  than  twelve  montfas 
nmflier  of  them  had  a  fertbing.  One  of  th^m» 
a  young  noUemao,  was  obliged  within  a  year  of 
hia  dAui  as  a  gambler  in  Brookes^  to  borrow 
eigfateenpenoe  of  the  waiter  to  pay  for  the  eai^ 
riage  of  a  present  of  game,  which  had  been  sent 
him  by  a  fiiend  in  the  country,  who  was  not 
aware  of  Us  altered  pecuniary  drcuiostances. 

Sifkoe  the  establishment  of  Crockford^  how- 
wer,  there  hm  been  hardly  any  gambling  in 
tUs  dub.  The  gamblers  all  resort  to  the  great 
bflO,  <«  a  fittle  higher  up,*"  as  the  waiters  say. 

Tlie  terms  of  admisfflon  to  Brookes's  are 
twenty  guineas,  and  the  annual  subscription  is  tea 
gosneiiB.  The  num^  of  members  is  at  present^ 
orwasin  August  last^  57ft.  Though  the  name 
of  ftodkes  is  still  kept  up,  the  house  has  for  many 
yeaiabelo^ed  to  Messrs.  Page  and  Hal^e 

Wflinfs  CujBf  St  JamesHrtieet^  is  one  ef 
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apd  the  tcnns  of  adarawn  m  both  a>e  iweply 
juiaeiij  aod  tlie  yfriy  wibBcriptieii  tea  gw$msi 
bk  the  fini  ioatanoe^  as  m  BreekeB^B,  there  mi^ 
A  good  deid  of  gunUiDg  m  Whi|tf%  but  HmX 
ms»  m  » greet  neaswe  put  ea  end  to  by  Die 
^mMishmeot  of  Oockfiitd'a  VWle'e  is  celi»* 
hilled  for  Urn  good  diaiiei^  and  tor  the  fri«dly 
iwliag  wMdi  eiiata  among  itameBriberg.  Ica»t 
Mt  apeidL  with  certahity  aa  to  the  number  of  ity 
i^einbeia,  b^  I  believe  it  ia  about  500,  tiw 
vufority  of  whom  are  of  liberal  poUtics. 

BooDi,E*8  Club  ie  also. in  St  Jamea^atiiwt 
]ta  oonatitution  is  ao  Biaular  to  that  of  Brookofs 
and  White%  that  it  ia  unBeceaaaiy  to  deacnba 
It.  The  principal  diffiBrenoe  betareen  die  three 
filttba  is,  that  while  the  other  two  are  liberal, 
poodle's  ia  essentially  a  Tory  dub  Thenuiaber 
of  membera  ia  under  500.  The  house  ia  small; 
but  there  ia  randi  more  comfort  in  the  interior 
than  one  would  expect  from  its  external  i^pear- 
pnoe.  The  members  are  particuhuly  attacfaedta 
it;  they  are  positive  there  is  no  club  like  it  ia 
JUmdon — nor  out  of  London  either.  It  b  a  dub 
ioi  whidi  one  hears  littie^  but  the  members  are 
everlaatingly  talking  about  it  themselves;  and 
ibfV^re  qiiiteaiKprised  that  it  ia  net  tbeunifer- 
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tfritapeefMvvefMiMt  ItisoelelBsfiMliorfbft 
of  its  steaks  and  dmpe,  wUeh,  wMi 
is  a  very  gieat  TscoaunaadatiiML 
Tliaaa  tkvee  anf  the  levbig  ScbscriptMa 
dobs.  I  ocMoe  now  io  the  second  class  of 
CMm.  As  i^oidy  mentioned,  tfaejrare  mrj 
I  slnH  eonfine^myself  to  the  leadiag 
not  taking  ibeni  eitber  aeooiding  to  liieir 
nktm  importanee,  or  the  diito  of  ^  diebr  or^in^ 
bat  at  perfsct  randonL  The  priiuapal  didM^ 
Iben,  of  this  daas  are^the  Carlton  CM^  tke 
S«bnn  Onls  the  AHienaesni  Chibj  the  Oa^ 
dub^  the  Oxford  and  Caznbridge  Uoh 
OxOs  the  UnHed  Unmrsily  Club»  fba> 
Oriental  C3iiU  the  Tmv^enf  aub»  the  Union 
Cbfc^  the  United  Sernoe  CSub^  the  Jamor 
Uflited  ServBse  Cbib^  andiiie  Windham  (Mu 
The  CauTDirCSLtTB^  PaU  MaU,  is  one  whose 
eta  cos's  eye  every  day  in  tiie  puhlie 
it  is  eaBentiaOy  a  political  dob.  I  need 
not  add  it  is  a  thorongh-gomg  Tory  ckib.  The- 
grand  qualificatioii,  in  addition  to  having  the 
entrance  money,  101, 10^.  in  your  pocket,  and  a 
good  eoat  on  your  back,  is  your  being  known 
to  be  a  person  who  will  go  the  whole  hog  in 
CoDservatisnL  Satisfy  tbe  members  of  this,  and 
ao  fardier  qneations  wQl  be  asked.  You  will 
haw  tba  honour  of  b^  elected  by  a  universe 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


I  U  THE  CLUBS. 

of  white  balb.  The  probability  is  tiitey  mSL  be 
all  whiter— just  as  if  liiere  were  net  such  a 
thing  as  a  black  ball  in  existence.  Alas !  how 
diierent  the  reception  of  candidates,  whom  one 
would  think  perfectly  unexeeptionablcy  at  the 
AthensBum  and  most  other  clubs ! 

The  number  of  members  of  the  Carlton  Club 
is  at  present  about  950;  it  is,  however,  in^ 
creasing  e^ery  year.  The  admission  money  and 
the  annual  subscription  are  the  same,  namely, 
102.  10s.  In  this  the  Carlton  differs  from  all 
the  other  clubs,  as  their  entrance  money  is 
always  much  higher  than  the  regular  subscrip- 
tion. The  inciHne  of  the  dub  for  the  present 
year  is  estimated  at  upwards  of  12,000/!,  while 
the  current  expenditure,  it  is  supposed,  will  not 
exceed  6^8501.  The  following  are  the  itenois 
which  go  to  make  up  the  current  expenditure. 
I  gi¥e  them  because  they  will  frimish  some  idea 
of  the  leading  sources  of  the  expenses  of  att 
other  dubs: — 

Ground  Rent  and  Taxes  .£1^000 

Inttfest  4m  20,000A  at  five  per  cent  .  1,000 
Servants' wages,  Livery,  and  Board      .    1^500 

Vua 3S0 

lighting  .450 

Newspapers  .        •        «      909 
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jHRnimcwB        •             •             • 

.    £100 

SMiMury  and  Pkurtiiig 

.       850 

vrnnniQ 

aoo 

«oe 

Maldng  the  abore  vtim  of  6^850/.    This,  how'* 
ever,  gives  no  ad^uate  notion  of  the  expenses 
of  the  members  of  tte  Carlton  <Jlub.    They  are 
saddled  with  various  other  sources  of  expen- 
ditnse.    The  rent  and  taxes  of  their  old  house 
QOBt  diem  WdL  a  year;  while  Uiey  estimate  the 
ad£tions  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  to  their 
stock  of  winefl^  dieir  books^  &&,  during  the  cur- 
feat  year,  at  1,000/*   ^Still^  after  all  allowances 
are  made  Jsr  aodilenud  and  utiaer  expenses  not 
mentioned,  it  is  but  justice  to  say  that  tiie  in* 
come  of  the  dnb  exceeds  the  expenditure  by 
two  or  daee  thousand  pounds. 
.   The  Cailtim  Quh,  aa  all  the  world  knows^ 
haive  just  bmUt  a  new  bouse.    To  enable  them 
to  have  an  edifice  befitting  Tory  views  of  dtg- 
oitj,  they  borrowed  20,000^  at  five  per  cent 
on  Hie  ounrtgme  security  of  the  dub.    Of  this 
sum  tfaey  have  eqiended  8^0002.,  with  8^0002. 
more  of  the  fimds  previously  in  thdr  hands. 
The  balance  of  13,0001,  of  the  20,OOOA  thus 
borrowed,  Oey  hwreinvaaledin  Exchequer  BillSi. 
fa  additioa  to  die  lO^OOOlL  already  paid  toiraida 
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ib»  espeiMeB  of  erectkig tbe  now] 
am^  Measn.  Bennett  and  Hisb^  tbe  ^ 
6^73*2^1,  exclusive  of  the  exdiiteet^e  i 
and  the  sakry  of  the  elevk  of  die  werke* ; 
ing  together  to  l»4ft9t  If  to  these  sums  be 
«dded  the  eoet  of  the  fonrftiire^  fixtnies^  and  the 
itting  up  of  the  oAces-Hialcukted  to  come  I0 
about  fiydOOIL— ^diere  will  be  a  balaace  ^MA 
the  dob  owes  on  account  ci  the  houee  aloBe» 
df  nearly  19,700^  When  this  mak  ia  paii 
which  it  probably  urill  be  by  the  tine  these 
sheets  are  in  the  hands  of  the  reader,  die  OmA- 
ton  Club  will  be  in  this  positioD-«*they  wiH  hs 
saddled  with  a  debt  of  ao^QOOI.  at  five  per«nt ; 
but  they  wiD  have  praperqr  worth  ftooa  S6»O00L 
to80,0a(NL 

Tlie  most  extravagant  notions  prevml  as  to 
the  resources  of  the  Carlton  Qob*  I  have  heaid 
some  persoQSy  otherwise  very  intdligent,  say  that 
the  oommittee  have  from  a  nuUion  and  a  half  to 
two  millions  of  money  at  their  diapeaal  far  msf 
political  object  Th««  never  was  a  greater 
aoistake.  They^have  ao  fimds  at  aH  at  their 
disposal,  beyond  the  two  or  three  Ibousaiid 
pounds  by  which  their  income  exceeds  tiietr  ex- 
penditure; and  even  this  sum  is  not  appGcaUe 
to  general  purposes :  it  laust  be  confined  mMf 
to^Oie-repayai^  olthe  SI^OfHK.  wUeh  the  eiid> 
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wffl  ftdbe  some  yean  tm 

mmL    &EttlMMightheCulloiiaiib  hasdnii, 

pmfm^  apeaknig)  no  reBooroes  of  its  own,  con- 

i  m  »  cbils  the  great  body  of'  the  mem- 

» riDh,  and  are  ao  aeakraaly  attadied  to 

itK»fnnAfXeBf  that  when  the  Tory  cause  b  to 

te  aawed,  a  eonaiderable  sum  can  be  cdlleeted 

attMiDg  thanij  wiAA  amn  ia  sometimes  placed  at 

Aa  dKapoaal  of  die  committee.     The  amount 

eaHac?ted  dependa  of  course  on  the  drcomstancea 

^afakh  llw  application  is  made  to  the 

If  it  be  to  contest  an  election  in  %• 

at  Kmited  population,  4^0001.  or  ^0M/« 

If  the  town  be  huge,  or  the  con- 

;m^doaeooe,  twice  or  dmoe  the  sum  may  be 

If  an  importttit  county,   perbapa 

«MMM.  or  40,0002.  may  be  indispensable.    In  . 

of  Aiese  cases,  however,  except  when  te- 

I  dections  follow  hard  on  eadi  olfaer,  the 

am  reqiuMl  does  not  M  heanly  on  any  one 

JsdBiidniil,  becanse  it  is  divided  among  so  many. 

But  wlwn  a  general  deetion  happens,  then  diey 

asa,  to  uae  a  homdy  but  a  very  expresslTe 

Isns^  made  to  bleed.    To  be  sure,  no  one  is 

eafcHad  totsentribote  beyond  his  means,  nor 

iaheofafigedto  contribute  at  all;  but, 

I  is  the  spirit  of  emnklion— tfie  deab« 

ta^  imp  mp  appearaacea    and,  ibove  a|li  the 
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iNor  <if  beiBg  siiqMted  of  hiktfirtt^^ 
principles.  These  ccmadenilioiis  oftea  prompt 
men}  especis%  m  the.higber  dassesy 
CcmservtttiYes,  to  go  fiur  beyond  llidir 
Tlus  was  pre^^mmently  the  case  wiA  <he  i 
bers  of  the  Carlton  Clnh  at  the  iwt  dedkn. 
That  election  was  brought  about  under  pecufiar 
drcumetances.  It  was  a  mortal  struggle  for  tiie 
ascendancy  of  the  Tory  party.  Eveiy  member 
of  the  dub^  dierefore,  felt  bound  lomake  a  great 
pecuniary  sacrifice  on  the  occaaon, — eflpednUy 
after  the  example  set  them  by  Sir  Robert  Peel 
and  the  other  most  distinguished  persons  ob 
their  side  of  the  question^ — who  were  under* 
stood  to  have  individually  contributed  to  the 
tfnount  of  many  thousands.  I  believe  die-  entore 
sum  collected— and  expended^  too,— by  the  Carl- 
ten  Club  on  that  occasion,  was  not  much  under 
half  a  million,  exclusive  of  Irhat  was  raised 
for  the  coniict  from  other  somrces.  Con- 
testing the  county  of  Middlesex  alon^  agaiafit 
Mr.  Hume,  is  understood  to  have  cost  the  To- 
ries upwards  of  30,000/.,  of  which  sum  at  least 
S0,000/.  is  ascribed  to  Cailton  dub  Uben^ty. 
The  members  of  that  dub^  however,  are  not  in 
a  mood  of  mind — many  of  liiem,  it  may  be 
safely  added,  are  not  in  a  oondition  as  regards 
Hieir  pwc^e-^to  reptet  the  game.  Were  there  a 
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gmtnl  elmioa  to*moiTow,  I  do  not  btliefe  ^ 
OiritM  Caub  wodd  emoe  half  the  xed,  and 
ofrtainty  not  a  fourth  partof  the  liberalkyi  itdfid 
on  a  flomilar  oceaaion  two  yean  ago.  At  thai 
tone  lliece  were  aomd  Bcorea  of  them  who  eon- 
tcived  to  advance  their  hundreds  of  pounds 
eadiy  to  the  g&neml  election  fund,  whom  poor 
tcadeamen,  with  large  fionilies  entirely  de^* 
pendent  on  them,  had  been  for  years  dunning  in 
¥Kn»  for  aoooontaoffour  or  five  pounds.  Togive^ 
however,  500/.  to  serre  a  party  purpose,  while 
poor  tradeameD^  ahaoet  with  tears  in  thc^ir  eyes, 
appeal  to  them  time  after  time  without  effect, 
for  the  payment  of  a  bOl  of  a  few  pounds, — ^is 
q[uite  compatible  with  Tory  notions  of  honesty : 
80  it  is,  I  regret  to  ad4  in  too  many  instances 
with  those  of  the  Whigs. 

Tlie  Tories  are  proverbial  for  Adr  love  of 
the  good  things  of  this  lifo^  and  surely  they  must 
admit  they  have  had,  for  the  last  forty  years,  un- 
til very  lately,  their  own  share  of  them.  Since^ . 
however,  their  exclusion  from  office,  they  have 
not  lived  so  well;  the  difference  bemg  that  for. 
merly  Aey  lived  on  the  public  but  now  they  are 
oU&ged  to  live  on  themselves.  This  is  the  se- 
cret of  the  Carlton  Gub  cellar  being  so  indif- 
ferently stocked  Its  average  value  does  not  ex* 
ceed  iyMCM.,  while  some  <tf  the  other  dnbs  widi 
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«lr lime  or  four  tunes  that  8IUIL  It^ 
been  fiur  otherwise  in  the  good  old 
pahny  days  of  Toryisni,  when  Ihe  Eari  oCEIdan, 
and  Lords  Liverpool,  CasOersagh,  &c  hadefsry 
tfnng  thrir  own  way. 

The  REVomt  Club,  Fdl  Mall,  is  of  bnti^ 
eent  unatitiilioB.  It  was  mdy  opened  in  Jnas 
last  Hie  object  of  its  estd^lishment  is  ts 
promote  soeial  intereonrseanMng  the  Refisimen 
of  the  Umted  Kingdom.  A  more  desirable  ob* 
jeet  conld  not  ham  been  proposed.  WhSelte 
Tories  had  alwvps  been  proveribial  for  Ihsir 
iutton»  asad  their  tfaorongh  knowledge  of  eaob 
odiers  wants  and  wishes,  the  Befarmers  had  been 
as  remarkahle.lbr  th^  disunion.  They  hndnol^ 
In  &ct,  anything  which  could  serve  as  a  ndlyisc 
point  The  Tories,  beades  many  other  bonds  of 
onion,  have  had  for  many  years  their  Carltoa 
Chib:  Ihe Reformers  had  no  such  insdtotion no- 
til  the  establishment  of  the  present  club.  It  '^ 
'an  assodation  which  must  be  of  immense  ad- 
vantage to  Reformers  and  the  cause  of  reform* 
It  is  a  rival  to  the  Carlton  Club.  It  has  been 
established  with  the  riew  of  rendering  the  saoi 
service  to  the  cause  of  Reform  which  that  ehib 
haa  rendered  to  the  cause  of  Toryism.  And 
tfiete  cannot  be  a  qoes&m  timt  the  Befom 
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Ck^  iriB  be  0f  moBt  essential  service  ta  the 
JUbetd  erase.    It  brings  ttie  leading  Reformers 
iBlo  frequent  end  fiimiliar  intercourse  together, 
tmA  under  Hie  able  and  acdve  secretaryship  of 
"Bb,  SoDtt,  is  made  a  sort  of  rallying  point  not 
«Bly  for  the  Liberals  in  die  metropoBs,  bnt 
iigouglMWrt  the  country;    The  chxfo  is  to  conrast 
ef  1)000  membens  excksire  of  members  of 
cillier  Moaoe  ef  Piarliament  and  of  foreigners  of 
iHsilnc  tifni  '  Allhengh  only  estabfidied  two  or 
three  nontbsy  it  already  boasts  of  1,200  mem* 
liei%  iododii^  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
peers  in  die  Befoim  interest^  and  aJaige  majo- 
titf  ef  die  Mbend  members  of  the  House  of 
Amon^  the  membovarS)  Mb  Royal 
tiie  Dttke  of  Sussex,  tbr  Duke  of 
Ofrafton,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Duke  of 
CatMetmd,  ike  Sari  of  Essex,  and  tSi  the  mem- 
Imvb  ct  Jjuei  MeH>ottnie's  AdmxnistratioiL  Juori, 
Mm  Ross^  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  Lord  Fsdmer- 
ston,  Mr.  Poidet  Tbomson,  Lord  Duncannon» 
tbe  Attorney  and  Sofidtor  Generah^  the  Lord 
Advocate^  and  ether  members  of  Oovemment, 
elten  spend  a  eodal  hour  or  twt)  in  the  Reform 
Onh}  wiMfi  die  pressure  of  official  business  wiL 
penit   Occasionally  are  seen  at  dinner  in  it. 
Hie  Dole  of  defehnd^  die  Earl  of  Essex,  and 
oCber  dMngniahed  nofatemen.    Mr,  (TCbnneD^ 
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lb.  Hume  and  many  of  the  other  leading  Re* 
fonnefs  are  in  the  habit  of  dining  there  almost 
every  day  during  the  sitting  of  Parliament 

The  club-house  though  notso  large  as  the  hooaes 
in  which  some  <^  the  other  dubs  meet,  is  beauti- 
fy fitted  up.  Most  of  the  furniture  has  been 
supplied  by  the  Messrs.  Seddons,  the  eminent 
cabinefrmakers  who  furnished  Windsor  Casde. 
Tlie  present  club-house  is  only  temporary:  it  is 
Ae  intention  of  ihe  club  to  remoye  to  an  ele- 
gant and  spacious  building  at  Whiteball»  whidi 
will  have  the  further  advantage  of  being  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Parliament 

The  dub  has  a  select  library  belonging  to  it, 
whidi  is  already  valuable^  and  means  are  taldng 
to  make  it  one  of  the  largest  and  best,  bekm^iiiig 
to  any  of  the  dubs. 

The  trustees  of  the  Reform  Qub  ore  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  the 
Earl  ef  Durham,  Mr.  Edward  Eiliee,  M.P.,  and 
General  Sir  R.  Fergusson,  M»P. 

The  terms  of  adnussion  are  twenty  guineas 
of  entrance  moneys  and  a  yearly  subscription 
of  five  gumeas.  To  make  the  subscriptioB 
money  as  reasonable  as  possible^  was  a  wise  re- 
solution on  the  part  of  those  with  whom  the 
idea  originated.  It  will  secure  a  more  varied 
abmhip^  and  a  more  extensive  iatercfaange 
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^  seDtanent  among  tbe  respectable  Refoniwra  of 
aSelassea, — ^which  was  precisely  the  thing  which 
die  liberal  caiiee  wanted.  It  is  only  surprising 
diat  the  BeformeiB  never  had  such  a  dub  before. 
They  are  aware,  I  believe  that  this  was  a  se- 
ijoos  error  of  omission  on  their  part:  better, 
however,  that  the  enror  be  remedied  late  than 
never.  Let  Uiem  now  turn  the  advantages  which 
the  Reform  Club  a^rds  them,  to  the  best  ae- 

CINUlt. 

The  ATBSHA0M  Club,  corner  of  Pall  Mall, 
is  one  of  ttie  best  known  institutions  in  ihe  m^ 
tropoli&  Tbe  number  of  members  is  about 
1,300.  The  terms  of  admission  are  twenty 
guinea^  and  six  guineas  for  the  yearly  subscrip- 
tion. The  club  was  ^instituted  for  the  associar 
lion  of  indtviduab^  known  for  their  scientific  or 
literary  attainments,  artists  of  eminenoe  in  any 
1  of  the  fine  Bjrts,  and  noblemen  and  gentle- 

Airiisthignished  as  liberal  patrons  of  science^ 
fiteratuje,  or  the  arts.^  Such  are  the  words 
made  nae  of  in  describing  the  objects  of  the  in* 
stitution,  by  those  with  whom  it  had  its  origin. 
The  qualification  of  admission  connsts,  of  course, 
Uk  tbe  party's  coming  under  either  of  the  above 
designationa.  With  tbe  view  of  securing  tbe 
annnal  introduction  into  the  club  of  a  certain 
nmnber  of  persons  of  distinguished  eminence  in 
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Beieace^  MtorttoM^  <nrthe«rt%  the  ooaoniltaeaie 
TWted  with  the  power  ct  alectmg  bum  mA 
pwBons  every  year,  lliose  who  putdowB  A&r 
nftmeB  ia  liie  list  of  caadidatee  are  balloted  far 
by  the  members  the  saaM  as  ia  other  dubs. 
To  get  admitted  into  the  Athennum  is  eoB»- 
dered  a  great  honour,  owing  partly  to  Ae  eon- 
stittttion  ei  the  chib,  and  partly  to  the  great  dtf* 
feiAy  of  obtainiBgadmissioa*  Of  latothemem^ 
bers  have  got  what  Sir  Frands  Burdett  woald 
eaU  a  ^  nasty  trick"  of  bladkbdlmg  the  cndi- 
ditok  It  is  computed  that,  for  some  time  pasi^ 
ame  oat  of  every  ten  caadidates  have  been  blaeb- 
baDed.  Six  members  only  have  been  eleeted 
dmnag  the  pveeent  year.  They  «re  aB»  hewcvci^ 
Htea  ef  BK>re  or  less  distinction,  lleif  names 
fffe  tiie  ^ht  Hon.  Jamta  Abereromby^  Sjpeaker 
^  Htb  Hease  €i  Commons;  Mr.  John  MbobmH 
vaaisler  pleaipoteatittrir  to  Ae  Gonrt  of  1%^ 
1^  ttod  author  of  «<  Researches  ia  the  East,^ 
Mr.  J.  6.  Wilkinson,  author  of  a  work  on 
^  Thebes,''  andaaoOieron  the  <^ Domestic  Ifo- 
Bern  ef  thoEgypttans,*  ftc;  CaptamBM^  an* 
Ihor  of  the  «  Voyage  to  the  Arctic  Ref^sf 
Mr.  William  Thomas  Braade^  profiMoi^  of  che- 
mislry;  and  Mr.  Charles  Barry,  tte.  ardiitse^ 
trhose  plan  fbr  the  two  Houses  ef  BBrBameat 
has  been  adopted. 
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Thft  hcwe  in  which  the  AtbenBiiai  CMb 
bdt  some  m  or  wevea  yean  agew 
The  exyeoee  of  Ae  edifice  alone  waa  82M)OM. 
iriiile  neailjr  5,000il  more  were  requoed  fir 
fluwMung  it:  it  18  a  yery  large  and  ekgaot . 
biiMi^g;  The  mterior  ia  QBQaiiaUy  aplndiiL 
I  wenl  Dypoogb  it  willi  Mn  Gal^  two  or  llnee 
yeast  ttgcs^^-the  laait  IIbm^  I  believe,  he  ever  waa 
miL  Nothing  ooiridexceiMl  the  taate and jodg^ 
aent  wkh  wfaidi  the  whole  of  the  interior  waa 
linAoiaft.  Seme  Idea  will  be  fonned  of  the  way 
IB  wUf^  it  IB  fitted  u^  when  I  mention  that» 
iaaddSticb  loS^MM.  fer  fdnutnr^  the  phte^ 
Bmb,  ehma^  glaaa,  wd  eotlery,  coat  8;50K 
Tkb  iftrary  alone  ia  valued  at  4|000/.  and  the 
atodL  of  wine  wfakb  is  kept  in  the  eellarai  ir 
anppoaed  to  be  worth  on  an  average  from  S^KM. 
to4^QM.  AftM  making  every  dednetion  ht 
aaar  and  vraar»  the  piopeity  of  the  dnls  iadnd* 
ing^  of  cotnee^  the  houae^  is  valued  aft  47»00M. 
while  llie  aaoount  of  its  debts  is  only  obeiit 
n^MNML,  Ifi^OM/.  <rf  the  earn  briikg  borrowed 
from  the  Fhoenfai  Fire  Ofioe^  at4  per  oent.»  and 
the  rannnng  1,5001.  conaiating  of  die  claima 
off  tmteanML  The  dnb  has  thus  a  virtual 
bnlnnce  m  ita  fm>ur  of  abont  93^  &0OL 

TlielrBateeB  of  Ae  Atiienanim  CbA,  aw  tile 
Enrl  of  Aberdeen,  Sir  Martin  Asdmr  flhea^ 
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Lofd  Yaiberoogh,  Mir.  Johi^  Wibon  Onkm,  ttd 
Mr.  Gilbert  DmidB.  The  yeady  iiioome  of  the 
dub  is  9,aD0iL,  and  the  expenditure  is  aboul 
die  same. 

The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Atheamai 
are  strictly  worded,  with  the  view  <rfmakiBg  it  es- 
sentially a  literary  and  scientific  associatiiMB.  It 
is»  however,  by  no  means  socfa*  There  arehun* 
dieds  of  members  whose  names  are  altogetbor 
unknown  to  tune,  either  as  literary  or  scientifie 
dbaracters,  as  artists,  or  as  patrons  of  literature 
science,  or  the  arts.  It  would  be  iimdious  to 
mention  the  names  of  such  individuab;  but  the 
reader  may  convince  himself  that  there  is  a  very 
amfde  harvest  of  thens  by  referring,  if  aeoesst* 
ble  to  him,  to  a  list  of  the  m^nbers. 

The  Clarence  Club,  Waterloo  Place,  PaQ 
Mall,  deserves  to  be  next  noticed,  not  because 
of  its  importance^  but  because  it  is  a  sort  of  Junier 
Athenseumu  The  majority  of  its  members  con- 
sists of  gentiemen,  who  either  broke  off  some 
years  ago  from  the  Athenmum,  in  consequence 
of  a  misunderstanding  among  the  members,  or 
who  have  since  applied. in  vain  for  admiseicm  to 
it  Hie  name  under  which  it  started  was  Tlie 
literary  Union  Club ;  but  about  two  years  sinee 
it  renounced  that  name  and  baptized  itself  tiie 
CbrsDce  Club.    Two  versions  of  the  cjicuvh 
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sluices  whidi  jfid  to  this  diange  of  nam^  are 
cvre&t  in  the  other  dubs.  The  first  is,  that 
by  some  means  or  other  a  great  nmnber  of  what 
Professor  Tf^lson,  ot  ^  Blackwood's  Magazine^'* 
would  call  **  wbBT  diaracters»  contrived  to  get 
in  amongst  them.  How  to  get  rid  of  such  per- 
nmS)  was,  under  all  the  drcumstances,  fotmd  to 
be  a  matter  of  no  small  diilculty.  To  have  pro- 
posed the  formal  expulsion  of  all  whom  it  would 
have  been  necessary  to  *  excommunicate  before 
the  dnb  couM  have  been  in  any  degree  purged 
of  its  impurities^  was  a  task  which  few  were  die* 
posed  to  undertake.  One  mraiber  had  no  ob« 
jection  to  propose  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  Wade, 
who  had  belonged  to  it  from  its  commencement^ 
bat  then  there  were  otfiers  whom  it  was'deemed 
aa  denraUe  to  get  rid  of  as  he,  whose  ejection 
no  member  would  formally  propose.  It  was, 
tberehre,  erentually  agreed  among  die  more  re- 
spectable members  to  dissolve  the  dub  and  re- 
organize  it  under  the  name  of  the  Clarence^ 
trUdi  would  give  them  an  opportunity  of  black- 
bdlmg  the  tainted  sheep  when  Ihey  sought  for 
aduisdon  into  the  new  dub. 

Sueh  is  one  verdion  of  the  story  respecting 
the  dreomstances  under  which  the  Literary 
Union  dob  changed  its  name  to  that  of  the 
CSarenoe.    The  other  yersion  is  this : — On  oo- 
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cinm  <tf  Ifae  Jaet  wnual  ball,  beioM  tlie  di«MH 
luftmi,  to  the  Bervtnts  of  the  ckdH  wvenl  bmbi- 
hea  happeaed,  like  Tam  CyShanter,  to  become 
^  o'er  all  the  ills  of  life  victoiipu^"  by  an  un* 
due  deFotion  to  the  juice  of  the  gratefol  grape. 
Tbej  danced  with  the  maids  with  an  eneigy 
iffaich  would  have  done  no  diseredit  to  the  prin- 
cipal perfonners  in  a  Scotch  Highland  fling, 
llred  of  the  dance^  and  of  ^  tastii^  the  lipa" 
of  Sally,  and  Mioy,  and  Janet,  and  the  entire 
aiaterhood,  in  shor^  of  eookees,  housemaids, 
sculleiymaidfl^'&a,  they  ordered  pipes  and  to^- 
bacco^  and  became  so  uproarions  that  no  Irish* 
man  oould  have  wished  a  more  ^  jolly  ould  row." 
Among  the  fruits  of  the  frolic  weie  the  smash- 
iiig  of  sundry  panes  of  glass,  «od  the  demolition 
of  no  inconsiderajble  quantity  of  crockeEy,  with 
oth^  goods  apd  chattels  belonging  to  tfais  dub. 
One  leading  perfimner  in  the  scene  is  said  to 
have  been  a  popular  poet  If  so— j^r  I  do  not 
know  of  a  certainty  that  he  was  present;  but  if 
he  was,  what  ^<  Fleasur^'^it  will  be  asked,  couU 
ne  **  Hope"  to  derive  from  taking  pact  in  such  an 
exhibition  ?  That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot 
imswer.  No  one,  I  take  it  for  granted,  can  an- 
swer  it  but  the.  poet  hiipselE  It  should,  these* 
forf^  be  put  direct  to  him.  This,  however^  is  a 
ma.tter  which  does  not  iinmedktely  concecn  m 
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raadnv.  Let  me  keep,  dierefim^  tomyeob* 
jeet  T1ie««adi^caaetoaeeanaftheoo»» 
■iktee--t)r  Aere  are  ahreje  birds  in  the  air  to 
cany  fludi  matters  to  the  place  wliere^  abe^ 
an,  it  eoaU  be  wished  they  were  not  carried— 
tile  ^aflhir,*  I  say,  came  to  the  ean  ol  &e  com- 
Aitte^  and  the  lesuk  was  Oat  they  deteimiBad 
en  a  ^faeototton  of  the  dab^  in  etder  thai  il 
nigbtbe  leiieFed  from  the  msnibenhq>  ef  such 
peruoBS* 

These  are  the  two  ^ersioiis  of  the  mtm^ 
stances  under  which  tiie  Literary  Union  CSnb 
was  dissolved.  My  own  impression  is^  that  ii^ 
stead  of  either  version  being  the  comet  one  by 
itself  they  afford  the  reason  of  the  dbaofaifion 
taken  coiQoititly.  A  wish  had  hn^  been  en* 
pressed  by  the  mere  respectable  nmndmoi  to 
get  rid  of  thoee  who  were  the  reverse  ol  reepee* 
taUe^  and  some  of  the  ktter  bsiiy  among  the 
most  distingaished  actors  in  the  scene  to  which 
I  hvre  lefiBRed— and  which  Dr.  Wade  says  wm 
the  ridiest  <*  flare  upi^  he  ever  witnesBed-*-it 
wee  thonght  proper  to  dioose  that  particohsr 
time  for  dissolving  Ihe  duK 

Among  those  who  quitted  Ihe  AthensMmand 
took  an  active  part  in  lonning  the  Litorary 
Umon  Onht  was  Mr.  Campbell^  the  author  of 
the  ^Plmauses  of  Hope."*     Some  tune  aiker- 
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waid0,  however,  he  became  tiled  of  the  latter 
conoeni,  and  applied  for  re^adnuafiion  to  the 
AthenfiaunL  He  thought  hia  reputation  would 
be  a  paaaport  to  him  to  auy  Uterary  dub^  and 
iliat,  as  on  his  entrance  in  the  first  inatanoe  he 
had  paid  hie  twenty  gumeaa,  the  members  would 
reoeiYe  him  on  his.  return  with  open  anas 
without  paying  any  new  admission  money;  but 
he  found  it  was,  as  the  hackney  coachmen  say* 
^no  go!^  He  was  told  that  without  another 
twenty  guineas  thme  could  be  no  admittance : 
some  people  say,  that  even  with  it,  the  poet 
would  ha^  had  but  a  poor  6hance. 

Tlie  number  of  members  of  theClaraice  Club 
is  limited  to  600,  exclusive  of  those  on  the 
supernumerary  list  The  entrance  money 
is  fifteen  guineas,  and  the  annual  subecription 
five  guineas.  No  specified  qualification  for  ad- 
mission is  required.  Hie  house  the  C3ub  occu- 
pies does  not  belong  to  it,  but  is  hdd  at  a 
rental  of  8502.  a  year.  It  is  neither  large  nor 
el^;antly  furnished  compared  with  the  other 
leading  duba.  The  furniture,  indunve  of  the 
library,  is  only  valued  at  a  little  more  than  1000/. 
The  yearly  income  of  the  club  is  somewhat  un- 
der 4,600/^  and  its  expenditure  is  within  a  few 
poundsofthesamesum.  Ithasnonoblemenamoog 
its  members,  and  only  three  members  of  the 
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Bouse  of  Coiii]n0n8,one0f  whom  is  Mr.  (yCkm^ 
fldL  The  Trustees  are  Mr.  Thomas  CampbeD, 
Mr.  J[plm  Hardwick,  and  Dr«  Laidner,  editor  id 
die  Cydopsedia  which  goes  by  his  name.  Mr. ' 
CampbeH  tiunks  the  dub  will  soon  have  a  sui^ 
jhaa  fimd  of  some  extent  It  is  not  for  me  to 
my  what  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  the  ae^ 
curacy  of  Ins  compntaiions;  tins,  however,  every 
body  knows,  (hat  poets  are  not  proverbial  Jbr 
bang  Ihe  most  correct  in  their  <lna«mf||  eaL 
oolaliona. 

The  Oxroan  and  Cahbridob  Uvnmam 
Club,  comer  of  St  Jame^  Squar^  Aooghnot  very 
often  mentioned  in  public^  except  by  the  mem* 
ben  diemselyes,  is  one  of  great  wealth  and  im- 
portance :  it  consisted  last  year  of  760  members^ 
to  whidi  number  it  is  fimtted.  The  member* 
must  bdong  in  equal  proportions  to  either  Uni» 
▼ersity,  that  is  to  say,  875  to  that  of  O^ord,  and 
375  to  that  of  Oambridge;  but  though  nominally 
limited  to  750  members,  there  is  a  dause  in  one 
of  the  regulations  empowering  the  committee  to 
add  to  their  number  by  a  new  ballot  when  the 
appfications  for  admission  exceed  SOO.  Such  has 
been  the  ease  this  year,  and  fifty  new  members 
hare  been  added  to  the  dub.  The  admission 
money  is  twenty  ^nineas,  and  the  annual  sub- 
acriptioo  six  guineas.    Hie  dub  admits  persens 
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wIk>  hMje  been  a  certain  time  alt  eidier  ef  tli» 
UntYernties  thoiKgh  tiiey  ahould  not  ha?e  attain- 
ed any  henonn.  Had  any  vuch  diatinetiop 
been  a  neeesaary  qnalificatMin,  thore  are  acoiea 
of  Am  aMmben  wfae  would  nerer  haiw  paaaed 
tin  portals  of  the  dob;  fer  a  yeiy  oonaidaraUe 
ptopoftian  of  them  are  men  ol  that  mental  oaUr 
bra^  thattherewMld  be  yttle  loaaon  to  expect 
they  oonld  ever,  in  any  circimiatancea,  have  dia- 
tiigninhetl  Ihemaelvea  in  the  walkfl  of  Uterature, 
It  18  Burns,  I  think,  who  says,  speaking  of  our 
unhraraitiefl^  that  many  peraons  go  iinto  them 
^atirka  and  eeme  out  aaaea."  In  aome  inataneca 
lUa  may  be  the  fault  of  the  muTeraitiefl^  oriaiber 
of  the  system  of  education  which  obtaias  in 
tham;  bnt  in  tibe  migosity  of  oaaea  it  wiUbe 
1^  Aat  dm  &ult  Mea  with  the  peraons  thwn- 
aebes.  It  is  an  old  aaying,  timt  *^  aaen  cannot 
aaake  bricks  without  atrawf  neither  can  the 
universities  make  sdiolan  of  theoe  whom  Na^ 
ture  or  Fate  has  made  dnaeee.  Wheve  braias 
previoudiy  exist  it  is  the  prorinoe  of  the  nniver- 
silaes  to  turn  Aem  to  the  best  aeeount,  but  they 
cannot  put  hiains  into  the  heads  of  the  brainlees. 
Let  me  net  be  understood  as  insinuatinf  that 
there  is  a  greater  amount  of  intotteetual  d^ei- 
ency  among  the  membera*of  dm  Oxford  and 
Cambi«%e  Onivernly  Qul^  than  tiiere  is  among 
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ikme  d  other  Clxim,  or  oAer  bodifls  of : 
What  I  am  anzioiiB  to  guard  agan8t4%  Ifao  4a»- 
for  of  peofdo  going  awmjr  ivith  the  improaaiop» 
from  the  name  of  the  Qub^  that  its  membci» 
ai<e  eaaentially  literarj  men* 

The  QzSMrd  and  Gamfaiii%e  Unmmty  GLnb 
areatprescmtlniil&igaQewhoiiaeM  theaoiitli 
nde  cf  Pdl  Matt;  U  win,  irbenfiaiabed,  hem 
nagmfieent  edii&oe.  The  ooat  of  the  bnikfi^g 
iritt  be  rimit  ^(NNN;  and  5»00aL  more  wiU  bo 
loqnixed  to  fnrniah  it  It  is  expected  to  be  open 
lor  the  reoeptioB  of  the  memben  in  Januaij^ 
188a  Thejr  have  taken  a  leaee  of  the  grooad 
iar  rnnety-nine  yeanb  at  a  rental  of  600/.  per 

The  ree^^  of  the  Club  laat  year  w«re  7,66IU. 
and  the  expeaditme  was  7,374^  leaving  a  btt^ 
InoeiafKioarofthedubof  296^  Mr.  Elliot, 
Ao  Cbainnan  of  the  Clomaiittee^  thinks  this  ba- 
lance wUI  he  greator  next  year.  The  dnb  ia 
not  only  out  of  debt-^  tale»  as  Mr.  Home  819% 
which  very  few  elabe  can  tell— but  it  has  7»d00L 
isvested  in  the  piiUie  fimds.  Thissun,  howeyer, 
will  go  but  a  flhofft  kaigth  is  erectiog  and  fii^ 
nahkig  thdr  new  house.  To  the  work  <^  bor- 
rowing tfaerefaope,  tbey  mast  gO|  and  they  expeet 
to  raise  the  requnite  sum  at  4  per  eeot.  while 
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'Idle  Caritm  and  several  of  the  other  dubs  arv 
pqdng  5  per  oeat 

The  UNrrsD  UNiTERBrrr  Club,  corner  of  Suf- 
folk Street,  b  a  sort  of  Junior  Oxford  and  Cam* 
bridge.  ThetnisteesaretheDuke  of  Northumber- 
land, Sur  Robort  Peel,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Pollekfen 
BaatanL  All  persons  are  digible  to  die  club 
who  have  regularly  proceeded  to  a  degree,  after 
at  least  one  year's  residence  at  eiiher  University ; 
dl  persons  who,  having  been  admitted  of  any 
college  or  hall,  shall  have  resided  during  at 
least  two  years,  and  shall  have  discontinued 
*he3T  residence;  and  also  all  persons  vrho  shall 
nave  obtained  the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  or 
master  of  arts.  Students  of  civil  law  above 
diree  years'  standing  and  residence,  are  likewise 
eligible.  Hie  number  of  members  is  about 
1,200 ;  one  half  of  whom  belong  to  the  Univer- 
aity  of  Oxford,  and  the  other  to  the  Univeraty 
df  Cambridge.  Tlie  estimated  expenditure  of 
the  dub  for  the  present  year  is  7,882/^  and  the 
income.  8^816/.,  leaving  a  balance  in  fiivour  of 
tile  dub  of  4842.  The  admission  money  is 
very  high:  it  is  twenty-five  guineas.  The  an- 
nual subscription  is  more  moderate:  it  is  six 
guineas.  He  dub  keeps  a  tolerably  good  cd- 
lar:  its  estimated  average  value  is  not  much 
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under  S^OOOt  The  amount  of  money  receired 
]«0t  year  in  the  coflfee-room  on  aocount  of  wine 
alone  exceeded  ],000iL  The  "Tasting  Commit- 
tee**  are  i^elebrated  for  bmng  judges  of  <*  a  good 
artiele  in  this  line;^  there  afe  few  clubs  where 
one  can  get  a  better  glass.  There  is  an  Irish  mem- 
her  of  parliament  who  is  so  excellent  a  judge  of 
^  heavy  wet^— and  he  is,  by  the  way,  no  less  * 
remarkable  for  the  extent  of  his  consumpticm  of 
it — that  many  of  the  coal-heavers  on  the  Thames 
make  a  point  of  ascertaining  the  wine  vaults 
which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  patronising)  in  order 
that  they  may  drink  their  beer  at  the  same 
bouses^  feeling,  as  they  do,  assured  that  he  will 
*'  ferref  out  the  places  where  the  best  pot  of  por- 
ta is  kept.  It  is  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  Unit- 
ed University  Club  and  of  the  wine  the  members 
drink.  There  are  people  who  patronise  the 
same  wine  merchants  as  it  does,  simply  because 
they  are  aware  of  the  undeniable  judgment  of 
the  "  Tasting  Committee.**  A  very  considerable 
proportion  of  the  members  of  the  club  are  fully 
as  celebrated  among  themselves  for  sipping  the 
juice  of  the  tender  grape  as  they  were,  when  at 
the  University,  for  sucking  the  milk  of  Alma 
Mater. 

llie  house  in  wUch  the  dub  meet  is  much 
too   small  for   their   comfortable  acoommodar 
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tioD:  last  jear  die  ccnunittoe  undertook  te 
eobimt  a  plan  to  a  general  meting  of  the  mem- 
ben  far  its  enlargement,  but  they  found,  after 
incurring  considerable  eitpense  in  thw  efforts  to 
obtain  die  desired  aoditional  accommodation, 
liiat  their  object  was  not  to  be  accomplished. 
It  is  probable  they  will  soon  build  a  more  suita* 
tile  place  for  ttiemselres. 

llie  OiusMTAL  Club,  comer  of  Hanover 
Square,  consists  of  gentlemen  who  have  resided 
some  time  in  the  East  A  great  majority  of  its 
members  are  persons  who  are  Hving  at  home  on 
the  fortunes  they  haye  amassed  in  India.  India 
and  Indian  matters  form  the  everlasting  topics 
of  tibeir  conversation.  I  have  often  thought  it 
would  be  worth  the  wtule  of  some  curious  person 
to  endeavour  to  count  the  number  of  times  the 
WQvds  CalcattB,  Bombay,  and  Madras  are  pro- 
mmnced  by  the  members  in  the  course  of  a  day. 
The  admission  money  to  the  Oriental  Club  is 
twttity  pounds ;  the  annual  subscription  is  eight 
pounds.  Hie  number  of  members  is  550.  lbs 
ftumoes  of  the  Oriental  are  in  a  flourishing  state, 
the  receipts  last  year  amounted  to  5^609/.,  whib 
the  expenditure  was  only  4,923JL,  thus  leaving  a 
balance  in  fsivour  of  the  club  of  6S5L ;  no  small 
sum  for  one  year'^s  excess  of  income  over  the  ex^ 
penditnre.    It  is  eaicotated  that  the  aocounc  for 
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the  dffieat  jpear  will  prawnt  rendts  itffl  mora 
sadfl&ctory.  The  probable  balance  in  &Tour  af 
the  dub  is  estimated  at  716L ;  at  this  rate  tbey 
win  get  more  rapidly  out  of  debt  than  dubs  usu- 
ally do.  Wltliin  the  last  five  yean  they  have  re« 
duoed  the  amount  of  their  debt  by  nearly  A^OOOL 
The  daims  on  tliem  still  exceed  20^000IL ;  but 
dien  tbdr  property  is  estimated  at  40^000A» 
wluch  &  Pulteney  Malcoln^  the  ehairman  of 
the  committee^  says  is  by  no  means  an  extrava- 
gant estimate.  Nabobs  are  usually  remarkable 
for  die  ifuantity  of  snuff  di^  take ;  the  ao* 
count  against  the  dub  for  lUs  artide  is  so  small 
diat  tbey  must  be  sparing  in  the  use  of  it;  it 
cnly  avenges  17L  10s.  per  annum.  Possibly, 
however,  most  of  the  membera  are  in  the  habit 
of  carrying  boxes  of  their  own,  whidb  would  ao- 
count  for  tikeir  apparent  moderation. 

Tiu  TaAvxLLEBs'  Club,  wfaiol^  to  speak  in 
^travelling''  phraseology,  is  bounded  by  the 
Atfaenawim  Club  on  the  right  hand,  and  the 
Beform  Club  on  the  left  hand,  on  the  south 
side  of  Pan  MaU,— consists  of  upwards  of  700 
members.  The  leading  qualification  is  having 
tiaveUed  a  certain  distance  beyond  the  Pyre- 
nees: kowever  mudi  farther,  the  better.  Some 
men  glory  in  (me  thiqg,  some  in  another.  Lord 
John  RusaeU  glories  in  being  the  leader  of  the 
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yihig  HooM  of  CemmoiiB,  Mr.  (yCaoMU  glo- 
ries in  agitation,  Mr.  Hume  in  figures,  Colonel 
Sibthorpe  in  his  mustachios,  Count  I^Orsay  in 
his  whiskers,  and  Lord  EDenboKHigh  in  bb 
curls ;  hut  the  members  of  the  Travellers'  Club 
glory  in  lumng  travelled,  and  in  nothing  else* 
Not  to  have  travelled,  is,  in  their  view,  to  be 
nothing;  to  have  made  a  tour  beyond  the  limits 
which  ccmstitute  the  ground  of  eligibility  to 
their  club^  is  everything.  The  countries  which 
the  various  members  have  vinted  in  their  time^ 
and  the  adventures  they  have  had,  sometimes 
wiAt  Ate  natives,  and  sometimes  with  wUd  beasts^ 
are  the  subjects  of  everlasting  conversalion  widi 
them.  Not  a  day  ^Misses  in  which  whole  volumes 
of  travels,  in  eveiy  quarter  and  country  of  the 
world,  are  not  spoken  in  their  place  of  meeting. 
I  envy  the  lucky  fellows  of  waiters.  If  they  pur- 
chase Mr.  Gonder's  <<  Modem  Traveller,*  ot 
any  works  of  travels  of  any  kind,  they  must 
have  more  money  than  they  know  how  to  api^y 
to  a  good  purpose^  and  be  great  blockheads  to 
the  bargain.  If  they  are  not  sufficiently  in^ 
structed,  without  the  aid  of  books,  touching 
every  country  under  heaven,  and  touching  some 
countries,  too^  which  some  people  quietly  hint 
are  not  yet  discovered, — they  must  be  a  very 
unteadiable  set  of  persons.     If  they  will  not 
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tbe  membos  f^  A«m 
<<«limd,'' seitlier  wottU  tbey  letni  frtm  another 
penoDi^  who  is  Mid  to  be  just  now  afaroed^ — 
namelyy  the  sdioohnaster. 

The  TVareUen'  Oub  have  ktelj  boilt  a  v^y 
handsome  house.  Of  the  sum  neoeesary  to  build 
this  house,  ld^440ILwas  raised  by  debentures,  held 
by  the  members,  in  256  shares  of  52L  lOt.  6d. 
each,  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent,  and  8^0(NML 
nore  was  borrowed  from  Messrs.  Coutts  and  Ckkf 
at  four  per  cent  interest  Of  the  latter  sum, 
1,6002.  has  been  paid  off  in  two  instahnents  of 
SOOAead^  within  the  last  two  years*  The  present 
amount  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  dub^  is, 
qieaking  in  round  numbers,  20,000i. ;  but  their 
property  is  wortti.  soiqe  thousands  more  than 
thst.sum.  They  are  not,  howeyer,  at  present^ 
in  what  the  late  Lord  Castkreag^  wovdd  hare 
called  the  Ugh  road  to  pay  off  their  debt;  for 
thair  expenditure  ftxr  the  current  year  is  esti* 
mated  at  8,7451^  while  their  meome  is  only  ex- 
pected to  be  8,45U  To  be  sure,  in  the  sup- 
posed amount  of  expenditure,  is  included  the 
sum  of  eOOL  whidi  is  to  be  paid  as  a  further  in* 
stafanent  to  the  Messrs.  Ooutts:  still  when 
aUowanoes  are  made  for  Ae  interest  on  the 
balance,  and  the  posnbility,  that  whale  the.  rs» 
ceipts  may  fsll  a  Uule  short  of  the  expenditure 
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thef  may  Mmewfait  «soied  the 

club  will  not  ntMke  vuch  ycgrgm  thb  year  m 

getdng  ottt  of  deblk 

Both  the  entrance  and  nbecf^tkm  tema  of 
thb  clid>  are  very  high.  Hie  former  are  higher 
than  diat  of  any  other  dub :  they  are  Sll  iO». 
The  annual  eubecription  is  lOL  10a. 

The  Ukion  Clitb,  Oockspur-etreet,  ia  peiw 
hxpBf  in.  a  peeoniaty  pobt  of  view,  the  moot 
floorishiag  institution  of  a  simyar  kind  in  the 
metropolis.  It  has  at  present  an  avaikble  eur-» 
plus,  for  fiiture  contingendeSi  of  nesrly  8,0001.; 
while  a  very  great  addition  is  expected  to  be 
made  to  it  at  the  dose  of  tiie  current  year* 
That  addition,  according  to  the  probable  estih- 
.  mate^  will  be  very  nesr  l^iQOL;  the  supposed 
receipts  being  10,000iL  and  upward^  wUle  the 
expenditure^  it  is  asBttiped,  will  not  exoeed 
6fi00L  Hie  number  of  tiie  members  is  soine> 
wlmesboot  1,100.  The  admisslon-^noneyistweiH 
tynnx  gnineaa,  and  tiie  annual  subscription  six 
guineas.  The  Union  Club  beats,  as  sportsmen 
ei^,  all  the  other  diibe  hollow  in  the  affiur  of 
the  odlar, — ^which,  di^[uise  it  as  people  wiU,  is 
the  most  mportsnt  matter  after  alL  What 
would  you  give,  reader,  for  the  stock  of  wine 
<<down  stairs?*  Perhaps  you  will  say,  am 
dMHBoe^  afiWH.    Wdl  tiien,  let  me  tdl  yom 
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thatyoa  do  tbe  members  agross  bjustice:  tbey 
vouM  not  take  twice  the  eum;  no,  nor  1,000/. 
to  the  bargain;  for  they  themeelves  lately  esti- 
n^^tad  the  value  of  their  wines  at  7,150/^  and 
Mr.  liCacleod»  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee5- 
J8  decidedly  of  opinion^  they  would  not  have 
materially  erred  had  they  appraised  the  vahieof 
tbdr  cellar  at  a  few  pounds  more. 

The  United  Sxbtice  Club,  Pall  Mall,  is 
one  of  the  moat  fiourishing  instituiions  of  the 
kind  in  town.  Tbe  class  of  members  cf  whom 
it  ia  eompoaed  will  be  at  once  inferred  from  Hs 
dBgignation,  The  qualification  for  admission  is 
the^  having  attamed  to  &  certain  eiaitui  in  either 


The  house  is  &  very  handsome  one  ester* 
iiaUy»  and  is  splendidly  fiimished  and  fitted  up 
isn  tbe  Intarior.  Including  tha  furniture^  l^te, 
&e,  the  house  has  cost  little  shorkof  80,0002. 
Of  course  the  duk  waa  obliged  to  borrow  a 
lai^  sum  of  money  before  they  could  proceed 
with  such  an  undertaking.  Of  the  sum  m  hot^ 
rowed,  about  18^000^  ia  still  ewing.  Tha^ub^ 
howevei^  is  in  a  feir  way  of  liquidaikig  their 
debt  Last  year  they  reduced  tha  account  by 
1,440C;  while  Adnttral  Sto^nd^  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Management^  i^oonfiden!, 
that  the  balance  of  money  the  dub  will  hare  at 
their  disposals  after  meeting  the  cuxreaieapenseib 
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wDl,  in  round  numbers,  be  1,5001  The  esti- 
mated receipts  for  the  present  year  are  nearly 
10,500^  while  it  is  calculated  that  the  expen- 
diture will  be  under  9,000^  The  United  Ser- 
vice Club  boasts  of  a  greater  number  of  mem- 
bers, with  one  or  two  exceptions^  than  any  other 
similar  institution  in  the  metropolis.  The 
number  is  about  1,550.  Hie  entrance-money 
is  unusually  high,  being  thirty  pounds*  The 
annual  subscription  is  six  guineas.  Notwith- 
standing the  amount  of  the  entrance-money, 
there  are  always  a  great  many  more  candidates 
for  admission  than  can  be  accepted.  In  one 
very  important  pointy  the  United  Service  Club 
has  a  superiority  over  all  ilie  rest :  it  has  the 
best  cellar.  Accordmg  to  the  bust  estamate,  the 
atock  of  wine  is  worth  7,7221  This  loolcs  welL 
A  cellar  so  amply  replenished  must  be  no  small 
recommendation  to  the  dub.  It  goes  Ceut  to 
account  for  the  extraordinary  anxiety  mani- 
fested by  certain*  gentlemen  to  be  admitted  as 
members. 

The  JuNioB  Uktted  Service  Club,  Charles 
Street,  St  James's  Square^  is  limited,  as  the  name 
aj^lies,  to  the  members  of  the  two  services.  By 
one  of  the  rules  of  the  dub  the  number  of  persons 
tobe  admitted  is  restricted  to  1,500  effective  mem- 
bers. Beside  these^  however,  there  are  usually 
about  900  supernumeraries.  To  procure  admia- 
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I  to  this  dub  is  extremely  (fificnlt»  in  oonae- 
qneooe  of  the  number  of  candidatesat  all  times  on 
dieliflt.  Tlienumberof  candidates  at  present  is 
not  much  under  2,000.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  gentlemen  will  be  on  the  list  for  ten  or 
twelve  years  before  they  are  admitted.  The 
ymlifications  for  admission  are,  having  been  an 
<Aeer  in  either  service  or  taking  an  appointment 
in  the  military  department^  at  home  or  abroady 
eorrespondiiig  in  rank  with  the  commissioned 
officers  of  the  army;  being  a  captain,  or 
lieutenant  of  the  naval  service  of  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  or  acaptain  of  a  regular  Indiamani 
being  a  lord  lieutenant  in  Great  Britain,  or  g»» 
vemor  of  a  county  in  Ireland*  Persons  who 
may  have  retired  irom  the  services  are  also  di» 
pble.  So  are  midshipmen  and  assistant  sui^ 
geons;  but  he  who  bebngs  to  either  of  the 
latter  classes  is  considered  a  fortunate  man,  who^ 
of  late,  has  found  a  sufficient  number  of  white 
balls  to  open  the  doors  of  the  dub  to  him* 

Hie  patrons  of  the  Junior  United  Service 
are,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Marquis  of 
Anglesey,  Earl  Rosdyn,  Lord  Hill,  Sir  George 
CodLburn,  and  Sbr  Herbert  Taylor.  Among 
the  trustee^  there  are  no  gentlemen  of  any 
great  distinction.  Their  names  are^  Sir  J. 
P.  Beresford,  Bart,  Sir  John  Elly,  Sir  Jamea 
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Goekbuni,  Bart*,  Sir  Ardubald  Chm^  Lieu- 
teiMttt-^Coloiiel  O.  Althorp^  and  lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  MOlfl. 

Tbe  entrance-money  to  iins  club  is  twenty 
guineas,  and  the  annual  subscription  five  guineas. 
The  receipts  for  the  current  year,  will,  it  is  ex- 
pected^ be  10,571A,  and  the  expenditure,  it  is 
supposed,  win  not  exceed  10,223/.,  leaving  a 
surplus  in  hand,  at  die  end  of  the  year,  of  848il 
The  dub  is  nominally  in  debt  to  die  amount  of 
^445/.,  which  it  owes  to  parties  holding  thirty- 
linree  debentures  of  one  hundred  gtdneas 
each*  In  point  of  &£t,  however,  its  debt  is 
only  MS£.  as  the  stock  of  wines  in  its  ceDar  is 
valued  at  8;200il  If  the  Junior  United  Service 
dub  go  on  forsome  years  to  come  as  it  has  done 
for  some  years  past,  it  wiD  have  more  money  in 
its  hancb  than  it  will  know  what  to  do  witk 
Last  year  it  paid  off  upwards  of  1,0002.  of  its 
debt,  and 'die  year  before,  700/.  Mr.  Morris 
Ximenes,  die  Chairman  of  die  Committee,  does 
not  entertain  a  doubt  that  in  a  few  yenrs  the 
dub  w9  be  entirdy  out  of  debt  How  many 
of  die  members^  as  well  as  die  members  of  all 
the  odier  dubs,  wish  they  had  the  prospect  of 
benig,  as  individual  in  die  same  blessed  pre- 
dicament! 

In  all  of  the  dubs  there  are  a  greater  or  less 
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tiiimber  of  eccentric  cluffacten.  The  United 
Service  Qubs  have  more  than  their  quota  of 
sneh  persons.  One  gentleman  who  takes  a  lively 
xnterest  in  the  aflGurs  of  the  Club,  as  he  calls 
it,  goes  among  the  other  ihembers  by  the 
ugly  cognomen  of  *'  The  Dog  of  War.''  He  is 
celebrated  for  his  love  of  a  good  fish  dinner,  and 
in  order  that  his  taste  in  that  way  may  be  grsr 
tified,  he  is  in  the  habit  every  day  of  making 
thedeseent  of  the  kitchen,  for  the  purpose  of 
choomng  the  largest  and  best  portion  of  the  fish. 
His  olfactory  nerves  are  always,  on  such  occSr 
mauBy  put  in  requisition  to  ascertain  the  compa- 
rative qualities  of  the  various  '^lots,^  as  he 
calk  them,  of  fish  exhibited  to  his  delighted 
gaze.  And  when  once  he  has  nosed  out  the 
best  "  lot,"  which  he  does  with  infallible  cer- 
tainty, he  takes  care  to  give  poative  orders  that 
a  portion  of  it  be  reserved  lor  him.  So  unde- 
niably worthy  of  confidence  are  the  testing  ca- 
pabilities of  his  olfiictory  nerves,  that  several 
other  members,  also  fond  of  good  fish  dinnen^ 
but  not  altogether  liking  to  resort  to  the  same 
means  to  gratify  their  taste^  make  a  point  of 
fining  out  what  kind  of  fish  "^The  Dog  of  War^' 
bas  angled  out  for  his  meal,  and  forthwith, 
without  asking  any  questions  of  the  waiters, 
Older  the  requisite  quantum  of  the  same. 

▼OL.  I.  H 
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Another  member)  a.  well-known  cdonel,  is  a 
great  admirer;,  and  equally  great  practiser,  of 
economy.  He  is  anxious  also  to  see  others 
adopt  his  economical  notions;  and  knowing,  as 
every  true  philosopher  doeip,  tiiiat  example  is,  in  all 
such  matters,  better  than  precept,  he  always 
orders  two  mutton  chops,  with  the  annexed  pro- 
viso, that  they  be  ^^  thick  cut  and  well  done."  He 
likewise  takes  care  to  have  them. <<  up  before 
four  o'clock,"  by  which  means  he  saves  a  six- 
pence, technically  called,  in  this  case,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  table. 

A  third  gentleman's  eccentricities  take  quite 
a  different  turn  from  either  of  the  other  two. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  is  proud  of  his 
spectacles ;  but  he  seems  to  glory  still  more  in 
his  loqiiacious  acquirements.  He  is  eternally 
talking:  sitting,  standing,  eating,  or  drinking, 
his  organs  of  speech  are  always  in  full  play. 
Let  it  be  no  longer  said  that  the  perpetual  mo- 
tion which  used  to  be  so  much  talked  of  by 
philosophers,  has  not  yet  been  discovered.  I 
say  it  has.  Do  you  doubt  it?  Go  to  the 
Club  in  question,  and  hear  Dr.  talk- 
ing, and,  I'll  answer  for  it,  your  doubts  will 
be  at  once  removed.  He  never,  even  by  ac- 
cident, ate  his  dinner  without  its  being  com- 
pletely spoiled  by  indulgence  in  his  loquacious 
propensities.    But  the  worst  of  it  is,  the  evil 
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dcies  not  rest  vriA  himseli  He  rises  perhaps 
twenty  or  thirty  times  before  he  masticates 
his  own  dinner,  and  interrupts,  by  obtruding 
his  conversation  on  them,  all  the  gentlemen  in 
flie  room  while  eating  theirs.  If  it  be  a  sin  to 
spoil  other  people's  dinners,  as  well  as  one'^s  own, 
the  worthy  doctor  is  a  transgressor  of  the  first 
magnitude.  Many  a  thousand  has  he  been  guilty 
of  spoUing  in  his  time.  In  order  to  annoy  others 
the  more  effectually  while  at  their  fish,  their 
joints,  or  their  chops,  he  often  makes  a  pomt 
of  performing  the  tour  of  the  coffee-room  ten 
or  twelve  time^  singling  out  each  gentleman  in 
succession,  to  have  *<  a  little  chat  with,^ — though 
they  are  so  devotedly  intent  on  their  dinner  as 
not  to  be  in  a  condition  to  take  part  in  the  most 
interesting  conversation  in  which  human  beings 
could  be  engaged.  It  is  .often  with  difficulty 
they  can  restrain  tiiemselves  from  apostrophising 
himaudibly— <<  A  plague  on  that  restless,  rattling 
tongue  of  yours.  Doctor.** 

Do  you  see  that  littie  lean  gentleman  walking 
pompously  about  the  eoffee-room,  with  a  book 
nnder  his  arm,  and  a  bunch  of  keys  in  his 
hands?  Tliere  is  not  a  better  judge  of  a  good 
glass  of  wine  in  Christendom.  He  is  fond  of  a 
good  ifinner:  who  is  not?  Ask  him  to  one« 
aad^  if  you  are  a  merchant,  you  will  have  no 
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reason  to  repent  it  Some  of  your  goods,  if  Hk 
quality  be  undeniable,  and  the  prices  reason- 
able, will  be  sure  to  be  forthwith  ordered, 
and  yourself  patronised  by  a  United  Service 
Club.  Take  care,  however,  that  your  articles 
aie  of  the  first  quality,  and  the  prices  fair:  if 
not,  though  your  dinners  were  such  as  to  edipse 
a  Lord  Mayor's,  and  your  presents  as  liberal  as 
those  of  an  Eastern  prince^  you  will  not  get 
an  ordeir  to  the  extent  of  what  Mr.  Wakky, 
the  member  for  Ilnsbury,  caUs  <'  Ihree  ha'pen- 
nies.'' The  United  Service  Club  in  question 
have  one  of  the  best  and  most  fodthful  pro- 
viders for  the  table  at  this  moment  extant: 
ihey  always  err  when  they  do  not  adopt  his 
suggestions. 

In  both  the  United  Service  Clubs,  the  never- 
fidling  topics  of  conversation  are^  die  army  and 
navy  lists^  promotions,  half-pay,  fuU-pay,  and 
so  forth.  I  would  not  wish  my  greatest  enemy} 
provided — ^for  I  do  not  know  him— he  do  not 
belong  to  either  of  the  Services,  a  severer  pu- 
nishment than  to  sit  and  listen  to  the  con?e^ 
sation,  from  morning  to  night,  at  one  of  these 
dubs.  Some  time  ago^  a  plain  blunt  Scotch 
fiurmer,  but  of  a  somewhat  irritable  temper,— in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Elgin,  county  of  Monjj 
asked  half-ardozen  cffieers  of  the  iinny  to  dine 
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vritti  )am9  mapky  on  aooount  of  didir  beiag 
firiendB  of  im  son,  who  was  also  an  officer  in  the 
Mniee.    Thate  ware  no  ladies  in  the  party. 
After  m  tew  eeamiMai^'pIace  compliments  to  <<  mine 
hoek?'  for  his  excellent  tlinner,  the  conrersation 
aasumed  a  prcyfesnonal  aspect^  and  for  two  loqg 
heuTBy  without  one  moment's  interruptioDy  were 
the  ears  of  the  poor  old  furmer  assailed  with 
ensignSy  eaptain%  lievitenanta,  half-pay,  full-pay, 
pramodons,  oonri-martials,  &c    Not  one  word 
did  he  get  SSI  opportunity  of  putting  in  all  ibis 
time:  he  sat  as  mute  in  his  own  house,  as  does 
the  statae  of  Geoige  the  Third,  just  erected  at 
the  foot  of  the  Haymarket    His  indignation — 
with  difficulty  stifled  fi>r  two  long  hours — ^at  last 
bunt  forth  in  tones  of  such  stentorian  power, , 
that  he  nearly  fri^tened  his  martial  party  as 
much  as  if  the  enemy  had  suddenly  broken  in 
upon   tfaeoL  **  Blast  your  eyes,   gentlemen," 
fihooied  he^  *'ean  none  of  you  speak  about 
'  nout,'*  or  something  of  that  kind  r    lU  then, 
two  hours'  conversatiim  cl  this  kind,  among 
haKHHbzen  officers^  was  such  an  infliction  to 
tbe  Sooteh  fiinner,  what  must  an  entire  day  be 
in  a  place  where  fifty  or  staty  are  all  talking  at 
once  on  such  suhjects  ? 
The  WumuAM  Ci«ub,  St.  James^s^aqoare,  was 
*  ''Nrat"  it  a  SeotOeUm,  nd  means  black  oatlie. 
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fermed  for  Ab  purpose  of  aeeuring  a  conrenient 
and  agreeable  place  of  meetiiig  for  a  society  of 
gendemen,  all  connected  witU  each  oiher  by  a 
common  bond  of  literary  or  personal  acqmhil^ 
ance.  The  club  is  limited  to  600  membeis. 
The  entrance  money  b  twenty  guineasy.and 
the  annual  subscription  seven  guineas.  There 
is  a  feeling  of  peculiar  friendship  towards  eadi 
other,  entertained  by  the  members  <tf  thLr  club. 
Tliey  may  be  said  to  constitute  one  brother* 
ood.  That,  indeed,  was  to  be  expected,  from 
the  principle  on  which  the  club  was  eataUSshed. 
In  other  respects  it  iiBsembles  similar  institu* 
lions. 

Such  are  the  leading  Qubs  of  London.  Of 
minor  ones  there  is  a  great  number;  but  it 
would  be  unwise  to  devote  more  space  to  them. 
It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  there  are  few 
instances  on  record  of  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
establish  such  clubs  as  those  to  which  I  have 
adverted.  The  only  unsuccessful  effort  of  the 
kind,  within  my  knowledge,  whidi  has  been 
'  made  during  the  last  few  years^  was  in  the  case 
of  the  late  Westminster  Reform  Club.  This 
abortive  attemptVas  made  in  1884.  The  place 
(tf  meeting  was  24»  George-etreet,  Westminster, 
in  the  immediate  n^hbourfaood  ot  the  two 
houses  of  Pariiameat    The  number  of  men- 
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berg  was  to  be  1,000 ;  but  they  never  mustered 
150,  though  balloting  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the  recommendation  of  two  members  of  Pai^ 
Bament  only  required  to  insure  admission.  Be* 
Tore  the  club  had  been  six  weeks  in  existence, 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  took  the  most  active 
pert  in  its  formation,  were  seen  to  shake  their 
heads  sigidficantly  whenever  the  prospects  of  the 
institution  were  talked  of;  as  much  as  to  say — 
if  members  of  Parliament,  of  whom,  by*the-by, 
the  committee  was  to  be  exclusively  composed — 
cati  condescend  to  use  such  homely  phraseo- 
logy ;  as  much  as  to  say — «  It's  no  go."  The 
entrance  money  was  ten  guineas;  the  annual 
subscription  five  guineas ;  but,  as  already 
stated,  there  were,  as  Mr.  Roebuck  remarked, 
«*  precious  few  entrances  ;'*  and  those  who  were 
fooUsb  enough  to  enter  made  it  their  very  first 
thing  to  make  their  exit  again.  It  is  no  joke, 
but  the  sober  truth,  when  I  state,  that  one  gen- 
tleman— I  could  give  his  name,  but  I  dare  say 
he  would  much  rather  that  I  did  not;  that  one 
gentleman,  in  a  few  days  after  he  had  paid  his 
ten  guineas  admission  money — with  what  diffi- 
culty he  raised  the  sum  is  best  known  to  him- 
self—had an  application  made  to  him  fer  ano- 
ther  11/.  to  assist  in  paying  some  debt  which 
had  be^  contracted  in  connexion  with  the  ooii'* 
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mmption  of  the  contente  of  the  cdko*.  He 
looked  amaaeed — could  not  oonceive  what  it 
wa»  all  about— took  bis  hat  in  his  band — pvtt  it 
on  )iis  bead — and  walked  bimaeif  out  at  the 
door,  inwardly  anathematURng  the  day  be  had 
creased  its  threshold,  and — need  I  add? — 
de^ily  lamenting  the  loss  of.  his  ten  giuneas. 
To  state  the  thing,  as  Mn  Buddngham  did,  in 
one  word — he  ^<  bolted,"  and  was  never  seen 
my  more  in  that  quarter.  In  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards, the  remaining  members,  by  common  .ooq- 
sent,  quitted  the  place  in  a  body,  and  the  West* 
minster  Reform  Club  was  no  more  heard  oL 
The  trustees  of  this  abortion  of  a  club  were 
Mr.  Joshua  Scolefield,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Bigby  Wasoii, 
M.P.;  Mr.  John  Wilks,  M.F.;  and  Mr.  Akier- 
man  Wood,  M.P. 

Every  dub  has  one  or  more  rules  and  regu- 
lations peculiar  to  itself;  but  there  are  some 
rules  and  regulations  which  are  common  to  thein 
alL  However  much,  for  instance,  they  may 
difftur  in  other  matters,  they  all  agree  in  this — 
^  That  no  member  of  the  dub  shall,  on  any  ae* 
count,  bring  a  dog  into  the  club-bouse^'' — ^a  re- 
gulation, by  the  way,  which  keeps  many  gen- 
tlemen at  a  distance  when  they  would  be  in  tiie 
clnb4iou8e;  for  some  gentlemen  oceasiona)]^ 
find  it  more  diiBoolt  than  most  people  imagme^  to 
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getiidof  IbeirdogB.  In  att  of  the  elBb%  witli 
die  exception  of  the  iint  thfee,  it  is  one  of  the 
kefing  Tiile8»  Aat  <<  no  game  of  hexaid  ahell  on 
any  aoeount  be  ever  played,  nor  ahall  diea  be 
Qfled  in  the  dub-hoofle.''  It  is  another,  thai  no 
Uj^ier  stake  than  half-gtiinea  pointa  diatt  evar 
be  played  fer.  AH  the  chiba  open  at  mne 
o*dock  in  Ae  morning  for  Ihe  reception  of 
memben,  and  doae  at  two  on  tiie  folhMPiqg 
monung.  One  very  wholeeome  regulation  conn 
mon  to  llie  dnha  v^  Ihat  ^all  membeim  aie 
to  pay  thdr  biHa  for  every  expenae  they  incor 
in  the  chifa^  befbre  they  leave  the  heute,^  Ae 
steward  harmg  podtive  orders  not  to  opan  ao- 
oonnta  with  any  indiriduaL''  I  am  sure  ihia 
irill  be  found  at  all  the  dubs  an  indiapensafale 
regulation— so  indispensable,'  indeed,  ^i^  there 
would  be  no  managing  matters  without  it  Only 
hnagine  it  were  departed  from  in  the  eaae  ei 
the  darenoe  CIub» — ^late  the  Literary  Unioi^^ 
wUdi  swarms  with  hungry  authors,  both  in  poe- 
tiy  and  proee :  what,  in  such  a  eas^  would  be 
the  state  of  matters?  Why,  it  would  be  aH 
credit  together. 

Brfore  a  candidate  for  admisBion  into  any  of 
the  dubs  can  be  balloted  for,  he  must  be  pn^ 
posed  by  one  member,  and  seconded  by  i 

*  The  italics  are  not  nine 
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and  hifl  name' and  usual  plaoeirf  reddenoe^  liu 
tank,  (if  in  tlie  anny  ot  niiTy,)  his  pra&aaioD, 
oqcupafiony  or  otitor  deaeription,  must  be  in- 
serted at  the  time  of  tibe  propoeitioD,  m  the 
book  of  candidates.  The  names  of  the  proposer 
SEnd  ^seco&der  must  be  in  thdr  ownhandr-writiogi 
Aat  of  the  proposer  bemg  annexed  at  the  time 
of  making  the  proposal,  and  that  of  the  se- 
conder a  week  before  the  name  can  be  put  up 
for  bsUot  A  list  containing  the  names  of  the 
pMBons  to  be  balloted  for,  together  with  those 
of  die  proposers  and  seconders,  must  be  put 
above  the  mantel^piece,  or  in  some  of  the 
poblic  rooms,  at  least  a  week  before  the  day  oC 
ballot  One  black  ball  in  ten  excludes  tbe 
candidate. 

One  source,  though  not  a  yery  prolific  one, 
pf  rerenue  to  the  clubs,  is  in  the  purchase 
of  cards.  When  four  members  ait  down  to  have 
a  rubber  at  wfaist^  they  pay  a  shilling  each  for 
Ibe  pack  of  eaids.  they  use^  and  as  no  pack  is 
played  mA  twice,  some  of  the  dubs  <<  draV 
yearly  from  d|^ty  to  one  hundred  pounds  from 
this  source. 

A  similar  sum  is  obtained  by  most  of  the 
civk  from  baths  kept  for  the  convenience  of  the 
meaibeis.  A  shilling  is  the  charge.  In  many 
cases  these  baths  are  most  usefuL    For  exam- 
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pie,  when  die  Eorl  of  Winehikea.  has  woriced 
himself  into  ^  a  heaf  by  one  of  hia  violent 
speeches  in  ilie  House  of  Loids^  he  has  ody  to 
go  to  the  Carlton  CSnb^  and  eool  himself  in  one 
cf  ttese  baths.  Col<mel  Sibthorpe,  again»  ean 
at  any  tune  pnrily  himself— 'hiB  body  at  leart — 
fttmi  the  contamination  eangfat  in  a  ^  Refonned** 
Hotiae  of  Commons,  by  immersion  in  one  of  the 
baths  of  the  Jnnior  United  Service  Quh.  Or 
should  Mr.  Thomas  Attwoed^  the  member  for 
*<  BTummagem,"  as  he  himself  always  pro* 
nounces  th^  word,  feel  feverish  winle  he  wl^ 
nesses  die  stupidity  and  criminality  of  the  le- 
gislature in  not  returning  to  a  small  note  curre»- 
cyy — he  has  mSj  to  adopt  the  advice  of  the 
Honourable  Mrs.  Norton  to  her  husband,  and 
stepping  into  the  fUSonat  Ofsih,  ^  take  a  bath 
and  be  betterC'' 

It  is  quite  ferinonable  with  certain  people  to 
pour  forth  aH  manner  of  abuse  on  the  dabs. 
Never  was  abuse,  in  my  opinion,  more  onde* 
served.  I  think  them  very  excellent  insftitn. 
tiotts,  or,  as  Mr.  OConnell  caUsthem^  ^^nu^ty 
good  things."  What  is  the  ground  of  complaint 
against  them?  Why,  in  the  first  place^  diat  they 
have  a  tendency  to  make  men  unsociable.  I 
deny  it,  ss  one  of  Sir  Walter  Seott^s  heroes — 
I  foiget  which — saya^  point  blank*  I  maintjan^ 
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M  the  oAef  hnd»  that  tliiBir  natural  trodencj 
iff  by  bringing  mm.  «<^etiber  and  cngpgipgthem 
ia  ocfenrenatioo,  to  make  them  moare  sociaUe. 
WeU,  but  it  k  said,  thqr  iaa|»air  a  man'a  donee- 
th  faabtii  by  iakmg  lim  anray  from  hia  wife  and 
ehiklmi.  Ccndd  there  be  «  more  ndicukua  no- 
tba?  Surely  no  reaaooable  womaii  would  haire 
bar  kuaband  always  with  her*  I  oould  name 
thouaaiids  <^  wiifes  wiMae  pockets  are  not  iji^m- 
slocked  wtdi  cash,  who  would  pay  the  entrance 
money,  aye^  and  the  yearly  subscriptions  to  boot, 
to  any  of  Ihe  dubs^  if  Ihey  eeuUl  only  prevail 
on  thdr  ^  bids*  to  jom  them.  They  know 
hfttie  of  the  natural  history  of  manried  woumoi, 
wkSb  A>  not  know  Aat  of  all,  inflictions  in  this 
wovldy  that  of  baring  their  husbands  eTerlasting^ 
ly  mopii^  at  home  is  the  gieatest  This  cala- 
mity is  felt  most  sensibly  by  young  and  hand- 
some wives.  No  pnoe  would,  in  their  estimai- 
tien,  be  too  hi^  that  would  purdiase  the  ab- 
sence for  four  or  five  hours  each  day,,  of  thrir 
particularly  domestic  husbands. 

But  even  were  it  otherwise;  supposing  it 
really  were  so,  that  tiie  women  genially  eonn 
plained  of  their  husbands  neglecting  to  fiilfil 
their  domestic  obligations  by  frequenting  tiie 
dubs,  is  that  to  be  admitted,  without  explana- 
tion and  without  qualification,   aa  a  chaige 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TUB  CUJItt.  1^7 

dMii?  I  h<^  better  tfalnga,  I  am  sore 
tbe  peo^  of  the  present  age  are  too  enligbten- 
edfiyrthat  First  of  all,  I  hold  that  if  a  hua- 
baad  spends  too  much  of  his  time  in  the  duhs, 
the  finlt  is  that  of  his  q>ou8e^  and  not  his  own* 
There  most  be  **  something  rotten  in  the  state  of 
Denmark  ;**  there  must  bemisgoYemment,  if  not 
absolute  despotism  at  home^  when  a  hnsband 
prefera  the  clubs,  as  a  place  of  resort  to  his 
own  houae*  Wel^  and  is  such  an  unhappy  per- 
son to  hvw  no  place  of  refuge  to  go  to  ?  Is  he 
to  be  docHned  to  endure  the  oppressbn  of  his 
better  half  in  addition  to  the  squalling  of  his 
cfaiJdrem — ^that  is^  on  tbe  .  suppositioD  he  has 
any?  Why,  r^aUy,  those  who  know  anything  of 
tbe.miserieB  of  matrimonial  domination,  when 
the  tyrant  is  in  petticoats,  will  say  at  once,  that 
the  punishment  which  the  northern  Nero  in- 
flicts on  tbe  poor  Poles  when  he  banishes  them 
to  the  mines  of  Siberia,  is  nothing  in  severity 
to  that  of  being  always  at  home  with  one's  wife, 
under  the  orcumstances  I  have  stated.  Here 
let  me  observe^  that  though  we  have  few  mo- 
dem Socrates',  the  crop  of  Xantippes  is  as  plen- 
tifiol  as  was  that  of  Faktafs  blackbemes.  To 
sach  husbands,  therefore,  the  clubs  are^  to  all 
practicsA  purposes,  bencTolent  asylums  without 
the  uiqN>pularity  of  the  name. 
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Que  Ttfy  great  adrantage  of  the  clid»  tB, 
that  the  members  can  dine  much  more  cheaply 
there  than  anywhere  else.  Every thmg  is  fur- 
nished them  at  cost  price ;  and  Aey  can  ord^ 
as  Bttld  of  anything  as  they  please.  Tlie  Duke 
of  Wellington  sometimes  dines  on  his  joint  at 
the  Carlton,  at  an  expense  of  one  shilling, 
and  Mr.  Hume  doe»  the  same  at  the  Reform 
QuK  Tliou^  his  Grace  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Middlesex  are  Tery  d&iferent  per- 
sons  as  regards  thdr  political  ojumons,  there  is 
a  remarkable  harmony  between  them  on  aU  mat- 
ters relating  to  private  Economy. .  The  advantage 
of  these  odb  shilling  dinners  at  the  dubs  over 
dining  at  an  eating  or  chop-house,  is  that  yfna 
save  the  penny  to  die  waiter,  which  both  the 
Duke  and  Mr.  Hume  consider  a  matter  of  great 
importance. 

At  all  the  clubs  there  are  wine  committeeSi 
To  be  a  member  of  these  committees  is  often 
an  object  of  anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  many 
gentlemen.  The  reason  may  not  at  first  sight 
be  apparent:  perhaps  it  will  be  guessed,  when 
I  mention  that  one  of  the  principal  duties  of 
the  committee  is  to  take  care  Ibat  the  wines  or- 
dered be  of  the  best  quality,  a  point  which  can 
only,  of  course^  be  gained  by  ioMng  the  wines 
before  diey  are  ordered. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  GAMING  HOUSES. 

Oroddbrd's^His  Ustory— The  Athensum  —  Hfiior 
honwi  Thwc  dawes  of ^mhlert  ■  J(Hmilng  amoit 
peroicMNi*  paatioii— lU  influence  on  the  human  cha- 
racter—A pamion  for  gambling  an  abaorbiiy  one-* 
Ii  incurable— Description  of  persons  who  chiefly 
▼int  the  second  and  third  class  of  gaming  houses-^ 
Reason  why  idmost  e^erj  person  loses  at  the  gam. 
bfing  booses  explained— Gains  and  character  of  the 
gandiiing  house  pcoprietors— Difliculty  of  puttiag 
down  gaming  eftaSlishments. 

Wbo  has  not  beard  of  Crockford'a  ?  Eviiybody 
haaheord  of  it^  and  every  one  knows  that  it  is  a 
great  gambling  establishment;  but  that  is  the 
extent  of  the  public's  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject The  fiict  isy  that  the  parties  by  whom  it  is 
Aipimrted,  as  well  as  the  proprietor  bimsd^ 
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take  eirerj  mtBOB  in  their  power  to  keep  every^ 
bo<fy  else  but  diemftelveB  in  ignorance  of  it 

Qrockford's  is  the  largest  gaming  establish- 
ment in  the  metropolis ;  perhaps  it  is  the  largest 
in  the  workL  The  house  is  situated  on  the 
right  hand  ode  of  St  James's  Street,  a  km 
yards  off  Rocadilly.  It  was  built  in  1825^ 
at  the  enonnous  expense  of  nearly  60,00(ML; 
while  the  furnishing  of  it  cost  aS^OOO/.  more^ 
making  altogether  a  sum  not  much  short  of 
lOO^OOO^  It  is  a  yery  large  and  very  hand> 
some  house,  externally ;  but  no  one  by  sedng 
it  firom  the  outside  can  bare  any  cono^ 
tion  of  the  sple&dmir  which  it  exhibits  wilUn. 
There  is  nothii^  like  it,  in  the  ktter  reepeet^  in 
London.  No  one,  I  befieve,  not  even  those  ac- 
customed to  visit  the  mansions  of  the  aristocracy, 
ever  entered  the  saloon  for  the  first  time,  without 
being  dazzled  with  the  splendour  which  sur- 
rounded him.  A  frijend.and  j^yaelf  lately  w^it 
throughout  the  whole  of  it;'  and  fer  some  nuw 
ments,  on  entering  the  saloon,  we  stood  con* 
founded  by  the  scene*  It  is  a  larger  spacious 
room,  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet  in  lengdi,  and  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  in  breadth.  On  each  6ide 
are  two  morors  in  magnificent  frames.  ITie 
plate  alone  of  each  of  the  four  cost  nearly  one 
hundied  goiiieaa*    From  a  glance  of  the  ey^  I 
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ahnU^ak*  tkeir  dimenaionB  to  be  about  i 
bet  by  eight.  Tbe  walls  and  ceiUi^  of  tbe 
laloon  axe  moat  riddy  ornamented  by  carved 
work,  beautifully  gilt  The  bottoms  of  the 
cfauTB  are  all  stuied  with  down,  while  the  car- 
penter part  of  the  work  is  of  that  unique  deserip- 
tiaa  wUeh  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  de^ 
scribe  it  The  principal  table  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  cut  out  of  a  solid  piece  of  wood:  a 
piece  of  more  richly  carved  work,  all  gilt  ex« 
cept  the  top  or  sur&ce,  I  haye  nerer  seen. 
The  chandeliers  are  magnificent,  and  when 
lighted  up  with  sperm-oil,  the  only  diing  used, 
they  produce  an  eflect  of  which  it  is  impossiUe 
to  convey  an  idea*  On  the  left  hand,  as  you 
enter  the  saloon,  is  the  card-room ;  much  smaller, 
but  also  splendidly  fitted  up.  On  the  right 
hand,  at  the  opposite  or  St  Jameses  end  of  the 
saloon,  is  the  haxard-room,  with  all  the  para- 
pheroaiia  of  gamiiq^.  It  is  aot  larger  being  only 
abbot  twen^  feet  in  length  by  fourteen  in 
breadth.  There  is  admission  to  the  hasard-room 
from  the  saloon  by  a  large  door,  which  in  its 
massy  a|qpearance  and  the  hardness  of  die  wood 
of  whkdi  it  is  made,  reminded  me  of  that  of  a 
prisen ;  it  is  also  a  peee  of  superior  worianaiH 
sfaip^  wifli  die  ornamented  part  of  it  richly  ^It 
Bisadn^  off  Iram  the  faasaidMoai,  is  tte  sufH 
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peiHfoom  te  Aose  who  gaemble.  Judgiiq^  from 
tbo  number  of  dnirs  around  the  tabl^  whkA 
seemed  as  if  they  had  been  occupied  the  {venous 
night,  there  must  have  been  fourteen  persons  on 
that  occasion  at  the  hazard-table;  for  none  but 
tiiose  who  play  at  hazard  are  allowed  to  sup  in 
that  particular  room.  It  is,  together  with  the 
hasard-room,  fitted  up  in  a  style  of  magnifi- 
oence  corresponding  with  the  splendour  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  house.  The  suppers  are 
most  sumptuous,  and  are  laid  out  in  a  style 
rarely  equalled  in  the  houses  of  any  of  our  nobi- 
lity. They  are  all  giyen  gratis  by  "Mr.  Crockfoid. 
Superb  suppers  are  also  giv&x  in  the  saloon, 
without  any  charge,  to  these  of  the  members  of 
the  dub  who  choose  to  partake  of  them.  I  was  at 
a  loss  for  sometime  to  know  how  Mr.  Crookford 
could  afford  to  run  the  risk  of  about  760  subscri- 
bers, which  is  the  number  of  members,  supping  at 
his  expense,  while  they  only  pay  twenty  guineas 
entrance  money  each,  and  ten  guineas  yeiriy 
subscription.  I  had  the  matter,  howeyer,  soon 
explained  to  me.  V(^th  regard  to  those  who  enter 
the  hazard-room,  I  saw  at  once  the  policy  of  pljw 
ing  them  with  the  choicest  wines,  and  with  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  them,  because  wh«i  ^  the  wine's 
in,  the  wit,"  according  to  the  old  proyerb,  is  sure 
tohe^^outf'aadmenaiethen,  of  oouras^ inlfan 
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b6it  of  all  poBBible  ooDditioiis  to  risk  their  mcHM^ 
md  to  play,  too^  in  such  a  way  aa  iamost  likely 
to  result  in  their  loaiog  it  The  superb  suppers* 
aa  Count  D'Orsay  calls  them,  which  Crockford 
gives  to  such  persons  are,  therefore,  not  thrown 
away.  .When  the  affair  of  the  sumptuous  sup- 
pers in  the  saloon  to  those  who^  at  the  tune, 
hare  no  intuition  of  playing  at  hazard,  was  ex- 
plained to  me^  the  whole  thing  appeared  equally 
intelligible*  Those  of  the  members  who  have  set 
their  {aces  against  gambling,  very  seldom  partake 
of  those  suppers;  they  have  a  coffees-room  down 
stairs,  where  they  can  ordef  any  refreshment 
they  please,  which  b  furnished  to  them  at  rea- 
sonable prices,  as  in  other  clubs :  those  who 
are  not  opposed  to  gambling  trom  principle,  but 
are  not  noted  gamblers,  sometimes  partake  of 
thoae  suppers,  and  sometimes  they  do  not  It 
rejoices  Mr.  Crockford's  heart  when  he  hears 
they  do :  it  is  an  excellent  omen.  ^  A  superb 
supper,*^  with  a  liberal  supply  of  the  choicest 
wines  which  London  can  afford,  often  inspires  a 
disposition  to  gamble  when  noduag  else  wilL 
Nightly  observation  has  taught  Mr.  Crockf<ml 
that  the  transition  from  the  supper  in  the  saloon 
to  the  hazard  room,  is  as  natural  as  is  the  tran- 
sition from  the  lattor  to  utter  ruin.  But  there 
are  other  <<use»^  of  the  tappers  in  the  salooa 
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llrere  ure  a  certain  number  of  penons  cafiea 
<«  Greeks,"  or'  '<  Spidens**  attached  to  Ap  estar- 
bHshment,  ostensibly  members  of  the  cli^  but 
without  a  penny  in  the  worU^ — who  are  found  to 
be  eminently  serviceable  to  the  ^  concern/'  Is 
it  asked,  ^*  In  what  way  ?"  Why,  in  catching  flats, 
OT^  to  use  their  own  phraseology,  **  in  bringing 
in  pigeons  to  be  plucked/'  These  persons  must, 
of  course,  be  well  treated^;  and  as  a  itopper 
at  home  is  a  rare  thing  with  them,  one  at  Crock- 
ford^s  is  so  much  the  greater  object  Besides, 
the  work  of  catching  flats  is  but  half  fimsh* 
ed  when  the  latter  are  brought  into  the  houseu 
Before  it  can  be  completed,  they  must  be  made  to 
partake  of  the  sumptuous  supper,  and  to  drink 
liberally  of  the  ^^delidons  wines.**  When  they  en- 
ter the  house  they  have  not^  perhaps,  the 
slightest  intention  of  throwing  a  single  dice,  or, 
at  any  rate,  of  risking  more  than  a  mere  trifle. 
They  are  pressed  by  those  who  « took  them  in** 
to  partake  of  the  <- refreshments,"  as  they  are 
called.  WeU,  it  appears  to  them  that  refresh- 
ment is  not  a  bad  thing  after  all;  they  accord- 
ingly b^n  with  the  supper,  and  end  with  the 
hazard  table.  The  moment  they  sit  down  to  the 
refreshments,  but  not  till  then,  the  flats  are  con* 
sidered  as  feiriy  caught  When  a  pigeon  is 
canght,  however,  it  is  very  unusnal  to  jdack 
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hha  the  first  few  nights.  Hiey  aUow  him  to  go 
on  winning  for  some  nights  in  succession.  In 
this  the  heUites  have  two  objects  in  view :  the  one 
is  to  give  him  a  keener  appetite  for  play,  and 
the  other  is,  that  in  the  interim  they  contrxre» 
by  indirect  means,  either  to  elicit  from  himself 
or  to  obtain  information  from  some  one  else,  as 
to  the  fuD  extent  of  his  resources.  They  regu- 
late their  movements  accordingly.  It  mattes 
not  thou^  he  be  not  well  supplied  with  <<the 
ready:'*  if  his  prospect  of  <*by-and4>y"  succeed- 
ing to  a  large  fortune  be  undeniably  good, 
Crockforersbankis  at  his  service  to  nearly  the  full 
amount — supposing  it  were  50,000^ — of  what 
he  is  understood  to  be  certain  of  succeeding  ta 
In  this  way  many  young  noblemen  plunge  them- 
selves ovei^head-and-ears  in  what  are  called 
debts  of  honour,  before  they  succeed  to  expec- 
tancies; and,  consequently,  when  they  do  so 
succeed,  they  are,  in  point  of  hcty  as  poor  as 
diey  were  before  S<mie  years  ligo  Lord  C.  • .  • 
pmd  down  100,00(NL  on  his  coming  of  age,  for 
dri)t8  of  honour  he  had  contracted  at  Qrockford's. 
Oockfordfs  cook  is  the  celebrated  Monsieur 
Onde.  His  salary  is  a  thousand  guineas  per 
asmram.  Tliere  is  another  cook  under  him  with 
a  yearly  salary  of  five  hundred  guineas.  M. 
Onde  seldom  superintends  the  culinary  process 
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himself,  he  only  does  so  when  the  Doke  of  Ar* 
gyll,  or  any  other  distinguished  meniber  of  die 
dub,  requests  him  to  do  it.  That  the  wines 
are  of  the  choicest  sort,  and  that  there  is 
Tariety  enough  to  suit  every  diversity  of  taste, 
will  at  once  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  Ihe 
cellar  out  of  which  the  house  is  supplied,  and 
which  is  kept  by  Crockford's  son,  contains  a 
stock  which  is  valued  at  70,000/.  «  There's  a 
cellar  for  you  !" — any  of  the  Irish  Members  of 
Parliament  would  exclaim.  I  lately  went  throi^h 
the  wHole  of  it  It  begins  under  Willises  Rooms, 
St  James's-street,  and  extends  as  JEeur  back  as 
Braham's  new  Theatre.  It  measures  285  feet 
in  length.  When  I  was  in  it,  Mr.  Crockford, 
junior,  mentioned  to  me,  that  the  number  of 
bottles  of  wine,  which  I  saw  shelved  before  me^ 
independently  of  innumerable  hogsheads,  was 
800,000 !  I  thought  of  Lord  Holland's  story 
about  the  American,  who,  after  he  had  made 
his  party  of  friends  drink  an  incredible  quantity 
of  wine,  took  them  to  see  the  heap  of  black 
bottles  they  had  emptied.  His  lordship  says 
they  were  all  surprised  to  see  such  a  quantity  of 
bottles  under  any  circumstances, — ^but  espe- 
cially when  they  recollected  that  they  had  them- 
selves emptied  them  all:  what  would  they  have 
thou^t  had  they  been  taken  to  Oodcfenfs 
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cellar,  and  seen,  as  I  did,  300,000  bottles  at 
QBoe.  Poor  Sheridan  would  have  been  m  ecsta- 
sies with  the  sight,  especially  as  they  were  all 
fulL 

Some  idea  maybe  formed  of  the  extent  ot 
Crockford's  establishment,  and  of  the  style  in 
whidi  it  is  kept  up^  when  I  mention  that  no 
fewer  than  thirty-^three  servants  are  constantly 
employed  in  it  There  is  one  set  of  waiters  for 
the  day,  and  another  for  the  night  They  are 
decorated  in  the  ridiest  livery,  and  live  in  ex-  ^ 
cellent  style.  They  are  amaadngly  polite  to  those 
who  frequent  the  place :  in  other  words,  they 
perfectly  understand  their  business.  They  con* 
tribute  their  quota,  with  the  splendour  of  the 
place,  the  sumptuous  suppers,  and  the  delicious 
wines,  to  help-  on  the  flats  on  their  way  to  ruin. 
little  does  the  unlucky  wight  of  **a  pigeon" 
think  when  he  first  enters  the  pandemoniunv 
and  is  dazzled  with  the  magnificence  around 
Ubn,  that  all  the  splendour  he  witnesses  is  kept 
op  at  his  expense,  and  the  expense  of  other 
simpletons  like  himsell 

On  the  ground-floor,  detached  froq  the  read- 
ing-room, there  is  another  apartment,  smallei 
than  that  up  stairs,  for  playing  hazard.  This 
lower  room  is  nsed  during  the  parliamentary 
reces%  the  number  of  gamblers  in  town  being 
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then  much  less ;  or  should  it  be  wanted  AHing 
the  time  the  houses  are  sitting,  owing  to  an  un- 
usual muster  of  the  gamblers,  it  is  then  thrown 
open.  The  one  up  stairs  is  always  shut  duting 
the  legislative  recess. 

The  hour  at  which  the  hazard  room  is  thrown 
open  is  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  dice  are  in  im- 
mediate requisition.  Mr.  Crockford  himself  at 
that  moment  takes  his  station  in  a  comer  of 
the  room,  before  a  little  desk:  from  that  he 
never  stirs  until  the  playing  is  over.  He  acts 
on  such  occasions  as  his  own  clerk.  No  person 
belonging  to  the  establishment  is  allowed,  in 
any  circumstances,  or  under  any  pretext,  to 
enter  the  room  while  the  gamblers  are  at  work. 
There  is  a  Mr;  Page,  who  acts  as  **  inspector,' 
or  groom-porter,  while  the  games  are  going  on 
in  the  hazard  room ;  but  he  is  in  the  confidence 
of  most  of  tjie  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who 
frequent  that  part  of  the  house;  and  tbongt 
paid  for  his  services — some  say  at  the  princely 
rate  of  fifty  guineas  per  week — ^he  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  one  of  Mr.  Crockford's  servants. 

The  inspector,  or  groom-porter,  or  overlooker, 
— for  he  sometimes  goes  by  one  name,  an" 
sometimes  by  another, — sits  on  an  elevated 
chair  at  the  centre  of  the  table,  fiirfng  Mr. 
Crockford,  and  looks  like  a  little  king  on  his 
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^Httie.  With  a  small  piece  of  sAAy  fcrnung  a 
BHoiatxue  fepreeentation  of  a  hay-nke^  he  puDs 
la  Inm  the  money,  which  some  one^  acting  for 
Mr.  Crockfoid,  has  won ;  or  pushes  it  towards 
any  odier  party  who  may  have  been  successfol 
HI  the  game.  He  also  audibly  declares  the 
result  of  the  gante.  -In  short,  he  is  a  sort  of 
Blaster  of  the  ceremonies,  taking  always  care 
that  the  dice  be  not  allowed  to»be  idle. 

Bende  Mr.  Crockford  is  <<the  bank,**  wludi 
every  poor  ompleton  is  made  believe^  by  those 
**  knowing  ones'*  who  decoy  him  in,  that  he  will 
be  fortunate  enengfa  to  break  before  he  rises 
from  his  seat,  but  to  whose  stability  he  finda^ 
kefiQ(re  he  quits  the  house,  he  has  essentially 
contributed. 

I  have  mentioned  that  the  hour  for  throwing 
open  the  hazard  room  is  eleven  o^docL  Peiw 
sons  are  allowed  to  enter  the  house  until  two 
in  the  mornings  and  may  conttnence  inlaying 
at  any  time  until  then.  The  doors  are  all 
Aen  diut;  but  Ihough  no  one  is  admitted 
after  that  hour,  diose  who  have  been  previously 
in  the  house  are  not  obliged  to  leave  it  They 
aace  allowed  to  remain  as  long  as  they  pleaae ; 
and  many  <tf  them  do  remain  till  four  or  i?e 
cUock.  It  was  only  in  the  beginmng  of  August 
htt^  that  sane  parties  were  so  completely  speB- 
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bomict  hf  die  game  ^t  which  4jbfi|]r  had  been 
l^yingi  that  they  never  rose  off  thttr  aoaiA 
{rem  the  time  they  sat  domn  at  deveii  or  twelve- 
at  night,  until  dlght  in  the  momiqg* 
'  On  one  part  of  the  table^  in  each  of  the 
hazard  roome,  are  the  wordS}  *^  Odds  for,"  and 
Qnx  anothei^  ^'OddB  against,''  worked  into  the 
green  cloth  by  which  the  tables  are  covered. 
I  thought^  when  I  saw  the  word%  with  what 
oppoaite  emotions  must  they  be  viewed  by 
him  whose  all,  perhaps,  is  at  stake^— juet  aa  the 
former  or  latter  apply  to  his  playing  I  In  the 
former  case,  you  see  hope  visibly  impressed  on 
his  countenance :  in  the  latter  case  you  witness 
in  it  the  workings  of  a  feeling  approximatii^  to 
desperation. 

In  Croekford's,  very  large  sums  are  played 
jbr  with  the  cards;  but  it  is  at  the  hazard  taUa^ 
when  the  game  is  French  hazard,  that  the  work 
ef  plunder  is  carried  on  on  the  most  extensive 
aeale.  Thare^  to  use  gambling  phraseology,  the 
^pigeon  is  plucked."  And  to  get  the  flat  pr^ 
▼/Bujed  on  to  ihrow  down  the  cards,  and  repair 
to  the  haaard  room,  is  the  great,  though  oon* 
oealed  ci^ed  of  those  in  the  inteiest  of  the 
hsme,  A  few  hoursy  most  probably}  will  do 
liie  w<»k  in  the  latter  place.  The  stakes  are 
usually  Uf^x  he  loee%  peihi^  a  fouith  part  cC 
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hiB  Jbrtam  in  IAm  tbtn  an  how:  lie  ^^tablmr* 
anetherfeortb— lie  loses  again.  Hebeeome«di»- 
perate :  in  the  defirinni,  or  madneaa  (for  liial  is 
the  proper  woid)  of  tlie  moment^  be  delsnnineB 
on  risking  his  aU  at  one  tittow.  ThecBcetimiip 
— bis  all  is  lost :  lie  who  a  few  boors  befaie 
was  a  rkh  man^  is  new  a  beggar.  Tlie  smss- 
^mtoA  yoong  Aongfatleas  noblenen  lose  at' 
CrockfonFs  ^in  one  m^td,  are  sometiaies  inere- 
dibly  large.  Seven  years  ago  one  pigeon  was 
lA^Hcked,  in  a  few  bours,  to  Ae  tune  of  M,0(MNL 
— tbe  stakes  were  lO^OOM    It  is  only  thxee 

years  since  Lord  C y  Ae  grsmlson  of  an 

aged  noble  Eari,  lost  90,0902.  in  one  nigfai 
The  winner  was  a  noble  Marcpiifl^  of  sporting 
notoriety,  wbe^  according  to  report,  was  at  that 
tzme,  tf  not  now,  a  part  proprietor  of  ike  esla- 
bMsfament*  Lossee  of  5^9001*,  7,000JL,  and 
l€^m0£,  in  one  night,  are  by  no  means  nn- 
common  when  a  ridi  flat  is  caught 

There  ie  one  featnre  in  CroAfcrd's,  which 
<Bstingiiidies  it  from  all  other  gaming  honses  in 
the  metropolis.  I  aUnde  toAe  dreumstanceef 
an  €be  members,  or  strangers  introduced  by  Ihe 
members,  playing  i^nst  the  house  or  baidc. 
^lliis,  howerer,  is  only  in.the  basard  room.  In 
the  ca^  room,  they  may  either  play  against  eadi 
oUier^  or  against  the  house,  just  as  Ihey  tlmk 
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fit    What  IS  meant  bjr  die  house,  or  banlK^  is 
Mr*  Crockford  hiniseli^  as  represented  by  the 
inspector  or  some  other  Mend;  for  he  never 
handles  a  card  or  throws  a  die  personally.    As 
al^ady  stated,  he  has  enough  on  hand  in  attend- 
ing to  the  results,  and  looking  after  money 
matters.    The  dub  was  formed  on  the  prui-' 
dple  of  not  allowiug  any  two  .memberB»  or  ally 
two  strangers,  to  play  at  hazard  together,  be- 
cause it  was  deemed  unbecoming  in  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  to  run  the  risk  of  breslung  ia  on 
the  friendship  assumed  to  exist  between  them, 
by  gaining  money  of  each  other.    Besides,  they 
thought  it  would  haye  an  awkward  effect  to  hear 
it  publicly  stated,  or  at  any  rate  to  be  repeatedly 
told  of  it  in  private  life^  that  the  Marquis  of  So- 
and*So  had  won  an  estate  from  Lord  Green- 
horn. It  was  Iherefqre  resolved  that  an  estaUisb* 
ment  should  be  opened  in  whidi  all  the  members 
might  play  against  the  proprietor,  who  not  being 
of  their  own  dass,  but  simply  a  tradesman,  they 
could  cheeriully  fleece.     The   late  Duke  d 
York,  with  the  Marquis  of  H — ^ — ^  and  some 
other  noblemen,  are  understood  to  hasre  been 
the  parties  with  whom  this  idea  originated    It 
is  generally  understood  that  one  ci  these  parties 
was  in  the  outset  the  prindpal  though  sleeping 
partner  in  the  omcem,  and  that  upwards  of 
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IWMNNNL  was  advanced  by  bim»-^Mr.  Croekfefd 
beiag  at  Ibal  time  too  poor  to  ^  put  down^  tta 
bank.  It  is  now,  however^  aa  generally  suppoeed 
tfaatt  the  noble  MarquiaaUiided  to,  with  two  other 
noMemeoy  haive  retired  from  the  busmesB,  and 
that  Mr.  Crockferd  ia  die  sole  proprietor.    It 

is  aaid  i^at  Ae  Marquis  of  H has  from 

first  to  last,  in  the  eourae  of  his  lite,  won  up- 
waids  of  1,500,000/L;  howit  has  been  spent^ — for 
it  ia  understood  to  have  been  for  the  most  part 
spent — ^is  pretty  generally  known  to  the  pubfie. 
He  now  plays  but  sddom ;  hardly  ever,  unless 
when  there  is  a  pigeon  to  be  plucked. 

Ifr.  Crockferd  now  stands  in  need  of  no  one's 
pecuniary  assistance.  One  who  should  know 
something  of  the  matter,  assures  me  he  is  worth 
atleaat  300,0002.  Be  this  as  it  may,  his  is  one 
of  the  banks  which  have  never  broken.  I£s 
inspector,  or  croupier,  or  some  of  his  experi- 
eneed  friends,  are  ready  at  all  times  to  take  up 
aoy  one  at  any  game,  or  to  any  amount  of  stakes. 
Let  any  nobleman  or  gentleman  whose  fortune 
is  suiBdenlly  large,  oflbr  to  'play  for  a  stake  of 
lOOfOOOi.  and  he  is  accepted  by  Crodcfordin  a 


CrocUmrs  gains  are  some  seasons  enormous^ 
the  seasons,  namely,  when  &e  greatest  nmnbef 
d  ^pigmmB  make  thair   appearaao^     It  waa 
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«M0d  msme  time  mot  hy  €m  wh%  iff  nepoit 
jpeakfl  true^  was  hiaself  a  wffeNr,  #uit  Ihe 
gwu  a  short  time  sgo^  in  ene  year  lJone>  after 
fiajwg^dlthe  expeiiBesi(aM^  1,M(U.  a  week|  of 
tbe  eeteUislaDeai;,-— iseie  apwavds  of  106,#I«L 
it  iskaeivB  Isr  eertam  that  ^ene  of  fbe  priadpal 
sermits  got  a  newyeariB  gift  that  seaaon  of  500/. 
Ob  one  ipgfa&  ia  the  season  to  which  I  refer,  it 
is  positmly  stiU^ed  bjr  <<  An  Enlightened  Flat^" 
that  ihe  eaosmottB  torn  of  nearly  l,OQO,O00£ 
was  tamed  e^ei^  from  the  time  the  play  cob- 
menosd  till  iteooduded—^  period  of  eight  hoars. 
This,  I  kikow^  will  appear  at  first  sight  aa  ineie- 
dtt>le  sum ;  but  when  it  is  reocdleeted  the  players 
were  unusually  numenous  on  the  oocaaion,  and 
that  many  of  them  were  young  noblemen  just 
eome  into  the  possession  of  laige  fortunesy  and 
who  pbqFed  at  such  deep  game  that  sometimes 
10^0001.  were  down  on  a  single  event, — ibe  stsle- 
ment  will  not  appear  to  be  so  mudit  out  of  the 
way. 

ladependently  of  his  chanoe^  considered  as  a 
mere  gambler,  agamst  any  one  who  plays  with 
him,  Groeklbrd  has  an  additional  chance  in  his 
ftrour,  on  aooount,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  hoaie: 
that  is  to  say,  to  enaUe  hkn  to  defray  the  ex- 
femes  of  eo  large  an  establishmmit 

TlmchaMesi^or  <^|^oin«Hb'' «s  thef  ef9eaI]M^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ITS 

I  Hn  tifmul  games.  OiiewlioluiB8e» 
I  of  i3m  gamldiiiff-table  gives  his  deariy-paw 
thMed  knowledge  on  this  subject  in  the  fiAon^ 
ing  teitM:—<*  The  bank  has  certain  poiats  in  its 
finrear,  iip<m  eadi  of  which  the  stakes  (rf  tibe 
]4ayevs  loae  in  effsot  e«e-half ;  thus  each  player 
Isses  a  wfadle  stake  on  two  of  these  points.  Let 
tfis  «take  be  one  sliSlibgi  or  five  shillings,  or  any 
trtom  up  to  lOOi.  it  is  all  die  same.  At  rotigo  el 
«ioir,  whicjh  is  flayed  withcaids,  these  points  oome 
upon  an  average  two  in  sixty«eight  events,  dealt 
in  one  hoar,  <me  aatd  %  half  per  cent,  per  stakes 
or  100  per  oeat  per  stake  per  honr  against  th# 
{layer*  At  reuletfs^  phyed  wifeh  a  small  ivoty 
faaAinacj£nder,twointhirly^ight  events  turned^ 
in  half  an  hotor,  thtee  per  cent  per  stakes  or 
lOd  per  cent  per  stake  per  half-hour,  against  . 
iJie  player.  At  tin,  defuss  cinqti^  which  is 
played  with  a  lasge  ivory  ball  with  forty-eight 
spots,  twenty-four  black,  sixteen  red,  and  eight 
1iiue;eixivforty*ei^tevents,  rolled  in  one  honr,  ' 
sk  per  osnt  per  stake,  or  100  per  cent  per 
fltake  per  boor,  i^inst  the  player*''  The  an^ 
thor  does  not  mention  the  points  te  fiivour  of 
tbe  hoQsefailJbe  game  of  French  haifttrd.  They 
•re  ive  percent;  per  levent  per  stake;  i»r  100 
per  cent  per  stake  per  lio«tf;  so  that  MppMblg 
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the  stokes  risked  to  the  house  were  600L  toeadi 
.eTenty  then  500k  per  houir  would  thus  he  sacii- 
fieed  to  the  house  without  the  player  having 
eyen  a  ehance  .of  wixdiiag  a  penny.    Thia»  sup* 
posing  the  hoi^rs  of  play  were  five  every  nigbl^ 
ancl  six  nights  out  of  the  sey^'— would  give  for 
the  week,  25>000/L  to  the  house.    For  the  six 
months^  during  which  the  season  may  be  said 
to  be  brisk,  it  would  give  the  enormous  sum  of 
180,000/.  which  wouM  go  to  the  coffers  of  Crock- 
ford  to  support  the  house^  from  this  source 
alone.    This  is,  however,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  bank  is  the  gaining  party  in  every  in- 
stance, whidi  it  is  with  very  &w  exceptions 
indeedK    But  even  supposing  th(e  playing  were 
to  be  equal,  and  that  neither  party  in  the  end 
had  gained  or  lost,  even  in  tiiat  case  the  house 
would  h&  a  gainer  from  the  points  in  its  £avour, 
to  the  extent  of  half  the  above  sum;  that  is  to 
say,  in  six  months  Crockford  would  sack  90,000/. 
I  need  notstate^  however,  that  this. would  not  be 
all  deai:  profit    Upwards  of  30,000/.  would  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  esta- 
blishment putting  out  of   view  the  princely 
doHoeun  be  must  give  to  the  Greeks  he  has  in 
bis  employ-^e  losses  he  sometimes  susttfiA 
from  advancing  money  whi(Bb  is  never  repdidr* 
and  other  <^  inddenbd^^'' 
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VenoQB  not  in  tbe  secret  suppose^  that  if  one 
could  by  accident  lay  their  hands  on  Grockford's 
ledger,  some  singular  discloBures  as  to  the 
gambling  habits  of  our  aristocracy  would  be 
made.  Hub  is  a  mistake^  With  the  caution 
'wfaich  the  keepers  of  such  houses  inyariably 
ezerdse^  Crockford  on  no  oecaston  enters  the 
real  names  of  the  ivinners  or  losers  in  his  books. 
They  are  all  entered  either  under  fictitious 
names,  or  by  the  initials  only.  The  secrets  of 
the  prison-house  will  ne^er  be  fully  or  effeo* 
tually  unfolded  until  some  of  the  more  noted 
gamblers  give  us  such  jEedthful  **  Confeauoiisr* 
as  those  of  Rousseau.  Should  Count  D^Orsay 
ever  &Tomr  the  world  with  his  Autobiogri^hy, 
speaking  in  it  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  ^utb, — I  will  answer  for  it  that 
the  sale  of  the  work  will  exceed  that  of  any 
book  whidi  has  been  published  for  many  years 
pest 

I  hare  oft^ai  heard  people  express  their  sur- 
prise that  men  who  are  known  to  be  as  peuDylesa 
as  an  Italian  boy  who  plays  his  hand  organ^  or 
exhibits  his  white  mice,  in  the  streets,  should  be 
regular  gamblers  at  Crockford's.  I  myself  waa 
for  some  time  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  ijm^ 
It  did  seem  to  be  surprising  that  such  pep* 
sons  as  a  well  known  metropolitan  M.P.,  ttuda- 
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lbf«ign  Ooust,  equally  celebrated  for  the  ^  pRK 
diglousnea^'  of  his  wUsken  and  liia  gallantry 
towards  a  Coantiess  of  great  personat  attractions 
and  distinguished  Uterary  reputaticm^  but  witb- 
eoty  prorerlHany  without,  a  Curtbing  in  the 
world, — it  did,  I  say,  seem  surprismg  to  me 
how  sttdi  persons  could,  night  after  night,  be 
pbying  at  Crockferd's  to  the  amount  of  thou- 
ne  secret  of  the  thing  is  this: — In 
Buses  they  play  solely  on  their  own  ac- 
count If  they  win,  so  much  the  better  of 
course  for  themselves ;  if  they  lose,  Mr.  Crock- 
'faid  dees  not  press  them,  but  gives  them  cre- 
dit :  in  other  words,  tiiey  contract  a  debt  of  ho> 
tioar  with  hitn.  He  knows  well  what  he  i& 
about  A  young  nobleman  gets  no  Indulgence 
when  all  his  money  is  gone:  he  is  not  sufiered 
to  contract  a  debt  of  honour  unless  his  expee- 
tandes  are  such  as  to  hold  out  the  certain  pro- 
spect of  eventual,  and  not  very  distant,  payment 
Bat  Oroddbrd  finds  that  the  other  parties  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  very  existence  of  his  house: 
&pense  with  them,  and  he  may  shut  up  ebop 
whenever  he  pleases.  As  formerly  mentioned, 
it  is  sudi  incfividuals  as  lliese  who  catch  flats— 
who  bring  pigeons  to  the  house.  In  many  other 
CSroddcNrd»  it  is  said,  employs  them  when 
^are  pigeons  to  be  plucked  at  odKr^uooblii^ 
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cstabBshmenta,  to  pky  fer  him, — lie  advaaekig 
tbem  vhaterer  amount  of  money  may  be  re^ 
quired,  and  aUowingdiem  a  feinrth  part,  or  what* 
ever  the  proportion  may  be  agreed  on,  of  tb» 
gains,  to  themselves.  There  are  other  caaei^ 
again,  in  which  such  persons  play  for  odier  pai^ 
ties.  For  instance,  it  is  no  secret  in  cettaib 
circles,  that  some  years  ago  a  popular  actresa, 
who  rejoices  in  a  particularly  haodsome  1^,  was 
in  Ibe  habit  of  employing  Hie  representative  of 
a  Radical  constituency  in  tlie  metropolis,  to  play 
for  her.  I  believe  the  lady  in  quedfeton  has  seen 
the  folly  of  such  a  couree,  and  has  been  iuno* 
cent  of  it  for  some  time  past 

When  a  weltleathered  pigeon  is  ^in  the 
wind"— such  is  the  gamMiiig-house  pbniseolo* 
gy — the  flat-catchers  of  Oockford's  are  all  on 
the  alert.  Sometimes  they  will  keep  their  eye 
on  him  for  a  year  or  two  before  they  expect  they 
can  infix  tiieir  talons  On  him.  The  public  ap^ 
pearance  of  no  young  nobleman,  for  many  years 
past,  has  exdted  so  mwh  interest  at  Croekfonfs 
asthatoftheDukeofBuedeuch.  The  immense 
w^th  into  the  possession  of  which  tiiey  knew  he 
woukl  come,  when  of  age,  was  too  tempting  a 
prize  to  be  overlooked.  Every  eibrt  was  accord- 
ingly made  to  deoc^  him  into  thegreat  hell  in  St, 
Jameses :  hut  it  would  not  do*  He  never  evteced 
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the  least  duspoaition  for  play.  His  taste,  tbofi^ 
afteu  vajrying,  wa&  always  opposed  to  gairihling* 
At  one  time  it  is  for  buying  old  books ;  at  ano- 
ther for  collecting  curious  ancient  vases,  and 
other  antiquities;  then  it  changes  to  fine  furni^ 
l^ne.  No  matter  what  direction  it  takes,  so  long 
as  it  keeps  out  of  the  way  of  gambling.  His 
princely  fortune  can  enable  him  to  gratify  any 
other  taste^  whatever  it  may  be^  without  injur-^ 
ing  his  tamly ;  but  a  few  weeks  in  the  hazard-- 
room  of  Crockford,  would,  in  all  probability,  see 
him  abeggar. 

TbiMe  is  (»e  good  regulation  in  Crockford's». 
bad  as  are  the  doings  in  other  respects, — ^whick 
does  not  exist  in  any  other  hell  in  the  metropo- 
lis. I  refer  to  that  of  invariably  shutting  up  the 
house  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  and 
not  opening  it  again  until  past  twelve  on  Moo- 
day  morning  Under  no  circumstances  is  any 
deviation  allowed  from  this  regulation*  These 
are  cases  in  which  a  gentleman  has  been  peremp- 
ttHily  refused  permission  to  carry  a  pack  of  cards 
home  with  him  on  a  Sunday.  In  all  other  hells, 
again,  Sunday  is  the  principal  day  for  business. 

Yfhea  Crockford's  was  first  started,  it  was  iur 
timated  to  the  members  of  Brookes^s,  White's, 
Boodle'^  and  ^e  other  leading  clubs,  that  they 
iqreie  digiUe  to  the  new  dub.  without  the  proK 
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t  of  bdtoting,— -im  the  same  terms  as  at  the 
oAera;  tibat  is  to  say,  by  payfaig  twenty  guineas 
entrance  money,  and  ten  guineas  of  a  yearly 
sttbecription.  TUs  was  the  expedient  of  the 
two  well-known  sporting  MiArquises  to  whom  I 
bare  befinre  alluded  The  thing,  aided  by  the 
individual  persuasions  of  the  same  two  nobl^ 
Uemen,  took  amazingly:  crowds  of  the  aristo- 
cracy joined  the  new  club  instanter.  An  ao- 
eount  of  the  present  situation  of  llie  snrTifiag 
first  members,  with  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  it,  would  be  one  of  the  most  interesting 
chapters  in  aristocratic  history  which  wwe  ever 
penned  How  many  who  ^ere  then  the  posses- 
sors of  princely  fortunes^  are  now,  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  gambling  there,  in  beggary  either  at 
home  or  on  tiie  continent?  How  many  of  them 
have  sought  refuge  firom  the  remorse  brought 
on  by  tiieir  follies,  in  self-destruction?  How 
many  have  died  broken-hearted?  How  many 
mdividuals,  the  wives  and  fiumlies  and  depend* 
ent  relatives,  are  now  paying  the  penalty,  in 
eomparatiTe  want  and  obscurity^  of  their  indul- 
ging in  their  gamUing  propensities?  Could 
I  definitdy  answer  each  of  these  questions, 
the  answers  would  fill  ibt  mind  of  every  per^ 
son^  bat  the  confirmed  gambler  bimsel^  wilh 
equal  surprise  and  horror* 
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In  order  oMire  eibotually  to  oMiotfli  the 
BHtoe  of  dbe  tnosadioAs  which  take  pkoe  «t 
Grockfonffl-^to  if  th^  were  known  flats  au^t 
be  fiaghtened — a  number  of  noUemea  were 
prevailed  on,  at  the  time  iit  waa  estaUiahed^. 
to  ibrm  themselves  into  a  ocMnmittee  of  mtt^ 
nagement,  the  same  as  at  other  clubs.  Thia 
eonmiittee,  however*  are  a  mere  committee  of 
straw :  tbej  have  a  nominal  sort  of  power  aa 
regards  the  reading  and  talking,  and  other  such 
matters,  in  those  rooms  which  are  open  to  all; 
but  as  respects  the  hasardHroom,  they  havfB  no^ 
and  do  not  pretend  to  hav^  any  more  po'i^y 
Am  Count  lyOnay  has  over  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco.  They  dare  not  even  show  ih&  faces 
there,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  ^stand  tlie 
faaaard  of  the  die.**  Crodsford  rmgns  supreme 
in  it:  it  is  hb  alone  to  let  in  or  shut  ouV^ 
though  in  no  instance  does  he  do  the  latter,  eisr 
eept  where  the  miserable  wight  has  been 
•(cleaned  out,^  thatis  to  say,  plundered  of  every 
fiffihing  he  has  in  the  world.  I(  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, he  presses  for  admission,  as  vic- 
tims often,  by  a  species  of  infisa;uation  of  which 
none  but  themselves  can  form  any  idea,  do^ — 
then  some  of  the  more  ^  able-bodied"  of  tbe 
waiters  are  immediately  instructed  to  thrust- 
sometimes  to  kick — him  out  of  the  house^  by 
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brute  fctce^  And  tli6  ftUows  do  not  need  to 
be  twice  told  to  do  tiiis^  before  ihey  obey  the 
injunction.  The  knaves  are  now  as  prompt 
in  obej^g  orders  to  tins  effect,  as  they  were 
polite  in  bowing  the  poor  flat  up  and  down 
stairs  while  he  was  undergoing  the  process  of 
being  *<  bled,*^— another  term  in  the  Tocabukry 
of  the  heSky  for  being  plundered 

I  formerly  mentioned  that  there  are  many 
members  of  the  club  who  never  cross  the  thresh* 
old  of  the  hazaid-room.  The  Duke  of  Wei- 
£ngton  is  one  of  these.  He  never  gambles  un- 
der any  circumstances^  or  to  die  most  trifling 
amount  Some  people  say  that  he  did  at  one 
time  gamble.  It  is  not  for  me.  to  give  a  posi- 
live  contradiction  to  the  statement  I  cannot 
say  that  he  never  threw  a  die;  but  I  pledge 
myself  for  this,  that  when,  some  years  ago,  as 
everybody  w31  recollect,  the  report  was  current 
in  the  metropolis^  that  he  had  on  a  particular 
dayloetthe  last  shilling  he  had  in  the  worlds 
lie  had  150,000/.  in  the  funds  alone ;  for  a  gen- 
tieman  whom  I  could  name,  the  very  day  after 
he  was  said  to  have  ruined  himself  and  when 
the  belief  that  such  was  the  case  was  the  most 
general,— saw  the  above  sum  transferred  in  his 
4Ghraee's  name,  either  from  the  three-and-a- 
half  to  the  three  per  cents,  or  from  the  latter  to 
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the  femiMr— I  will  not  be  positiTe  whMi.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  b  not  a  member  of  Croekfard'& 
Great  eflforts  bave  been  made  at  different  timed 
to  induce  him  to  join  tbe  dub;  but  all  without 
effect  All  the  moral  influence  in  the  world 
would  not  prevail  on  him  to  be  seen  there.  The 
Right  Honourable  Baronet  is  a  man  of  remark- 
able prudence,  and  has  always,  besides,  mani- 
fested a  most  commendable  r^ard  for  his  moral 
character. 

People  sometimes  express  ih^  surprise^  that 
as  money  lost  at  Crockford's  does  not  consti* 
tute  a  legal  debt,  the  parties  losing  should  ever 
pay  it  Such  persons  know  but  littie  of  tiie  code 
(^morals  which  obtains  in  aristocratic  life.  To 
rehise,  when  one  has  the  means,  to  pay  a  debt 
of  honour,  as  debts  contracted  at  the  gaming 
table  are  called, — would  be  to  insure  a  sudden 
passage  to  Coventry;  which  being  translated  into 
the  language  current  amongst  ordinary  men, 
means  exclusion  from  the  society  of  the  higher 
classes.  Thia  is  what  no  aristocrat  can  endure : 
the  firmest  philosophy  gives  way  at  the  bare 
idea  of  such  a  fate.  To  owe  a  million  of  money 
to  poor  hard-working  tradesmen,  should*  they  be 
simple  enough  to  give  any  titled  personage  as 
much  credit,  and  to  lend  a  deaf  ear  to  the  en- 
treaties of  the  unfortunate  parties  for  payment^ 
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lano  aflknoe,  but  rather  the  reretseb  in  the  eye 
of  the  morality  which  passes  eurrent  in  high 
life.  Hie  debt  of  honour  is  aeooidingly  pai4 
aa  soon  as  the  debtor  obtains  the  means ;  and 
poor  tFadeemen  and  their.  familieH,  may  either 
begi  borrow,  steal,  or  starve^  just  as  plewes 
themselyes. 

The  history  of  Crockford  is  curious.  His 
autobiography,  nothing  concealing  and  nothing 
eiLtenuating,  would  be  one  of  the  most  readable 
works  which  have  appeared  for  many  a  day. 
He  was  originally  a  small  fishmonger^  widiout 
a  penny  in  the  world,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Temple  Bar.  The  following  copy  of  an  account 
lor  fish,  which  appeared  some  years  since  in  a 
book  called  **  Life  in  the  West,'*  will  give  some 
idea  both  of  the  extent  of  his  business  and  oi 
the  measure  of  his  intimacy  with  the  school- 
master: — 


^  JIUU*   4Jt— 

«  To  William  CrockfowL 

«  April  3 
5 
6 

s.   d. 

To  pair  of  sowls          .    1    3 

Sprats       .        ..03 

dvitens          •        .09 

12 
19 

7  red  herrings        •    0    6 
2  makerils      «        .08 

a  ft' 
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TlVB  wtBiy  in  iMdk  he  is  said  to  tiave  nsai  ii; 
Ad  world  id  mgnlar  enough*  Nature,  it  a^ 
fttars,  has  made  him  a  irat-rate  tnatbeoiaticiia 
Id  aU  Aat  relaites  to  incmey  cahcttlatio&B.  I  am 
WNmred  by  Ihose  who  know  him,  &at  l3be  mea^ 
het  for  Mddleaeit  is  a  mere  tyro  te  faim  in  tfaaa 
respect  By  some  inward  process— me&tel 
arithmetic,  I  beEeve,  is  the  phrase,  1i»eugh  it  ia 
doubtftd  if  Mr.  Orodcford  knows  wliat  is  meHfit 
by  'mental' — ^by  some  inwttrd  process,  he  can  cal» 
<sulate^  proirided  there  be  large  stakes  m  the 
field,  with  an  ahnost  absolute  certainty,  \(4lBt 
«re  to  be  the  results  in  ceitam  gttmesi 
Having  early  discovered  tiiat  he  possessed  Ala 
Biost  useful  gift,  he  began,  while  yet  «  fish^ 
monger  in  a  small  way,  to  pay  nighdy  visits^ 
when  the  day's  business  was  over,  to  Ji  low  faefi 
in  King'^s  Place,  in  the  neighbouiiiood  of  PaB 
MalL  Here  he  commenced  his  career  as  agamblisr 
by  risking  a  few  shillings  at  English  hazard* 
Emding  himself  almost  invariably  successful,  be 
was  in  the  habit  of  proceeding  nextmoming  to 
Billingsgate,  when,  he  laid  in  a  stock  of  '<  sowls*' 
(soles,)  flat-fish,  &c.  &c.  for  the  day.  He  was 
gradually  enabled  to  carry  on  his  business  to 
greater  advantage  and  on  a  more  extensive 
scale;  while  his  increased  profits  enabled  him 
to  bet  at  the  den  referred  tp  much  more  heavily 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SHE  oAMino  Houses.  187 

Ahb  his  fimitod  resources  wooM,  in  the  ft^st  in^ 
itanoe,  iMJniit  o£    His  first  gresit  bet,  howeTer, 
was  not  m  a  gaamng^honse.    The  author  of  the 
work  ham  which  I  have  copied  the  acooimt  for 
<<sowIb>^' and  ^^yitens,"  and  **  makerils,"  says, 
that  hia  ^  first  step  of  any  pardciilar  note  to  his 
ptesent  d^ation  was  taking  immense  long  odds 
.  apon  an  'out'  horse,  which  he  did  upon  private* 
infonnataDn,  given  to  him  by  a  jockey,  that  H 
was  to  win."     Soon  after  this,  Crockford  pui^ 
daaaed,  for  100/.,  the  fourth  share  of  a  gambling- 
hank,  at  No.  5,  King  Street,  St  James's.    The 
proprietors  of  the  hell  had  previously  quarreJled^ 
and  certain  extraordinary  disclosures  were  the 
consequence.    Amongst  other  startUng  facts,  it 
appeared,  tliat  though  the  den  was  not  one  of 
any  great  note,  the  system  of  plunder  had  been 
earned  on  in  it  on  such  an  extensive  scale,  that  in 
one  night  Ihe  players  were  «  pigeoned"  to  the  tune 
of  2,000/L    Onejof  the  proprietors  beiii^  afraid 
that  on  tins  disclosure  proceedings  might  be 
instituted  against  diem,  appropriated  to  himseff 
fab  share  of  the  2,000^  and  then  disposed  of  Ks 
mterest  in  the  concern,  for  the  above-mentioned 
sum  of  loot,  to  Crockford.    The- three  other 
paortners  were  persons  of  the  names  of  Abbott, 
Ailstsn,  and  Holdsworth. 
Having  amassed  a  great  deal  of*  money  at  5^ 
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King  Street,  Crockfwd  quitted  the  ^  busmiiB" 
ibeTOy  and  opened  a  hell,  with  three  other  per- 
sons, in  81,  Piccadilly,  for  playing  Frendi 
hazard  In  one  season,  according  to  the  state> 
ment  of  a  gentleman  who  lost  to  a  very  con- 
siderable amount,  the  four  proprietors  must  hare 
divided  amongst  them  the  sum  of  200,000iL,  be- 
ing 50,000Z.  to  each.  That,  however,  was  the 
most  successful  season  ever  known.  In  point  ol 
real  profit  it  for  exceeds  anything  realized  by 
the  present  princely  establishment,  because  the 
expenses  of  keeping  up  the  latter  axe  ten  times 
as  great  as  were  those  of  the  former.  At  this 
place  loaded  dice  were  discovered,  as  I  shallafitap- 
wards  mention  more  particularly.  Here  agam 
a  quarrel  took  place  among  the  partners  about 
'llie  division  of  the  plunder,  and  the  establish^ 
ment  was  consequently  broken  up.  Crockfoid 
then  purchased  the  house  No.  50,  St  James's 
Street,  but  finding  it  much  too  small  for  the ' 
crowds  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  fire- 
quented  it,  he  purchased  51,  and  subsequently 
52;  when,  in  1825,  he  pulled  the  three  bouses 
down,  and  erected  on  their  site  the  present  mag* 
nifioent  edifice. 

Such  is  an  outline  of  *<  the  rise  and  progress' 
to  his  present  opulence,  of  this  well-known  pub*- 
Uc  character.  I  h«.ve  noientioned  that  he  is  qott^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TBS  OAVnm  HOVlSfl.  IM 

«i  ilBteirate  peraon.  Not  only  is  hia  oiihogra* 
pby  at  fault  at  erery  third  or  fourth  wotd  he 
writes,  but,  notwithstanding  the  polished  sodety 
into  which  circumstances  have  brought  Um  for 
many  years  past^  he  still  speaks  in  the  same 
hackney-coachman  style  as  formerly.  This  is 
the  more  singular,  as  he  is  on  a  footing  of  per- 
fect equality  with  the  noblest  of  his  visitors 
while  they  are  in  the  house;  for  the  gaming 
table  levels  all  distinctions  of  rank.  One  night 
in  June  last,  Lord  Ashgrove  lost  4,000/.,  which 
he  observed  to  the  Earl  of  Linkwood,  was  the 
last  £utbiog  of  ready  cash  at  his  command. 
The  noble  Lord,  however,  had  undeniable  pro- 
spective resources.  <^  Excuse  me^  my  Lud,** 
said  Crockford^  making  a  very  clumsy  bow,  but 
still  it  was  the  best  at  his  disposal, — ^  excuse  me, 
my  Lud,  did  I  hear  you  say  as  how  you  had  no 
more  ready  money  ?  My  Lud,  this  ere  is  the 
bank  (pointing  to  the  bank) :  if  your  Ludship 
\  it,  1,0002.  or  2,0002.  is  at  your  Ludship's 


<*  ReaDy,  Mr.  Crockford,  you  are  very  oblige 
ing;  but  I  don^t  think  I  shall  play  any  more  to- 
night" 

^  Ashgrove,''  said  Ck>unt  Whiskero^  ''  Ash* 
grove^  do  accept  Mr.  Crockfocd*s  liberal  offer  of 
tiie  %0002. ;  perhaps  you  may  win  back  all  yon 
haTe  losf 
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^  Nothink,  I  anxre  yoar  Lodihim  Till  give  im 
greiftur  pitosar  ^tmn  to  giye  you  the  numeyB)'* 
Mid  Crockfiird. 

<<  Well,  let  me  baye  %WOL" 

Crockford  dipped  his  fingera  into  die  bank^ 
took  out  the  %9WL  and  handed  it  to  his  Lord** 
Aip.  <<  Per'aps  your  Ludsfaip  rould  oUeege  mt 
vith  an  I  O  U,  and  pi^  the  amount  at  your  oon- 


^  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  it  you  in  a  eouple  of 
mouths,'^  said  bia  LordaMp,  banding  llie  ex* 
fiduBonger  the  I  O  U. 

^  Your  Ludafaip's  weny  kind — werty/* 

Lord  Ashgiove  resumed  the  game:  in  tti 
hour  and  a  half  he  was  agadn  penny  less* 

lu  person  Mr.  Crockford  is  tall  and  corpulent 
His  appearance  and  manners  are  altogether  un- 
polished; so  that  there  is  no  inconsistency  b^ 
tween  them  and  hia  education.  He  looks  like  a 
country  fanner ;  just  such  a  person  as  the  swell 
mob^  were  he  unknown  to  them,  would  pro* 
nounce  an  admirable  subject  on  which  to  eoMP* 
ciae  their  calling.  He  is  lame  on  one  leg» 
which  gives  to  his  walking  a  very  awkward  ap- 
pearance. He  lives  in  a  house  immediately  ad- 
joining the  dub.  The  regular  entrance  to  his 
iMuae  is  firam  Arlington  Street;  but  there  is  a 
pmate  passage  wUcK  leads  from  the  one  to  Ae 
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Bbiamanied  a  seeond  tai0^  and  bat  a 
fnCunifyoftMieUUreiL  Omof  bkdam^ten 
k  mamed  to  a  efeygyman  in  &e  country.  Ha 
haa  gswa  al  his  gtonm-up  chikhran  Aa  best 
adocatiaii  ^riiidi  money  can  procure.  His  eldest 
S01I9  a  wiae-merdiaat  in  St  Jame^s  Street,  dis» 
tnguidied  Umsslf  at  the  Oxford  or  Cambridga 
Untfernty^ — I  iorget  wbicb. 

Among  Ae  other  beOs  in  the  metropolis^  tfiat 
neat  in  importance  to  Crock&rd%  is  the  Athb* 
Kxxns,  in  Si.  Janes's  Street  This  eataUishmenl 
ia  kept  by  tliiee  brothers^  whose  names  are  ^eiy 
often  in  the  mouths  of  the  public :  I  allude  to  the 
Messrs.  Bond  It  is  conducted  on  a  somewhat 
expensive  scale,  though  fallingilar  short  of  the 
style  of  the  den  in  St  James's  Street  Some 
yaan  ago  its  weekly  expenses  were  understood 
to  be^  on  an  arerage,  about  15(ML ;  now,  it  is 
supposed,  they  cannot  be  much  less,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  season,  than  250/.  This  establishment 
has  proved  the  most  formidable  rival  which  ever 
Qedcfbrd^B  has  had  to  encounter :  many  of  the 
mend>ers  of  Us  club  share  iheir  time  and  their 
BMney  with  the  propiietors  of  the  Athenmum* 
It  is  supposed  that  as  much  as  lOO^OOQt  are  oo< 
easiona%  turned  over  there  in  the  course  of  a 
night,  and  it  is  understood  that  ^the  bank''  haa 
euma  weeks  to  boast  of  10,000L  dear  profits. 
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What  the  vmnge  weekly  prafits,  after  pqrbig 
all  expenaesy  may  be»'  1  aaoi  xiot  able  to  finrm 
any  coiqecture  which  oouU  be  regarded  as  aa 
approximation  to  the  truth;  but  they  must  be 
Tery  large  when  the  three  brottieKB,  notwhii^ 
•taDdmg  their  expenstveatyle  of  livings  and  the 
kesea  they  have  sustained  by  their  apeculatioQfl^ 
are  known  to  be  worth  bige  fortunes.  In  order, 
as  was  generally  understood,  to  increase  the  bu- 
siness done  at  their  establishment  in  St  James's 
Street,  they  became  in  1884  the  lessees,  fint 
of  th9  Queen'S)  and  aftetwards  of  the  AdelpU 
theatre.  The  first,  I  understand,  was  of  some 
service  to  them,  as  several  parties  were  made  up 
there  to  visit  the  gaming  establishment,  when 
one  or  two  of  the  persons  forming  those  partieB 
were  made  to  ^^bleed,"-— such  is  the  vile  slang,  aa 
formerly  mentioned,  which  passes  current  in  tiieae 
places.  The  Adelphi  theatre,  it  appears,  did  not 
stall  answer  expectations.  I  have  heard  it  said 
that  not  only  were  gambling  parties  made  up  aft 
that  theatre  while  in  the  possession  of  the  Bonds, 
but  that  gambling  was  actually  practised  in  die 
house  attached  to  it.  1  have  every  reason  to  be* 
lieve  that  such  was-  not  the  fiict — that  not  a 
single  die  was  ever  thrown  there.  Hierewaa 
anotiier  party,  besides  the  Bonds,  too  deeply  in- 
tsfested  to  allow  of  such  a  thin^  even  htA  it 
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bam  pfoposed';  the  fear  of  losing  bis  licence 
fras'  a  suAcient  motive  to  him  to  take  care  there 
flhould  be  no  gambling,  on  any  pretext  or  under 
any  ciTcnrastances,  on  Ae  premises. 

Ibere  is  another  gaming  establishment  of 
some  note,  in  Albemarle  Street  The  drcum- 
BtSBces  under  which  it  was  brought  before  the 
gambling  part  of  the  pubHc,  were  curious.  For 
some  time  after  it  was  opened,  it  did  but*little 
bumness.  The  proprietors  were  not  at  all  suc- 
cessful in  Ibeir  efforts  to  catch  fiats.  In£act,ihe 
money  sacked  was  barely  sufflcient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  eetabHshment,  and  provide  the 
belltftes  widi  bread  and  cheese.  To  sare  a  six- 
pence at  (be  rate  they  were  going  on  for  the  first 
flk  moAtii%  was  out  of  the  question :  they  had, 
however,  a  capiud  amongst  them  of  15,000^.,  the 
frmt  of  pigeon-plucking  in  other  spheres  of  ac- 
tion, and  they  determined  on  voluntarily  losing 
I%MM  of  the  sum,  in  order  to  create  the  im- 
j^ressimi  among  flats^  that  money  was  much 
easier  to  be  gained  at  Ibat  establishment  than 
aft  any  otfier.  The  ^  ingenious  device,"  as  the 
Rev.  Mr.  M*(%ee,  of  Exeter  Hall  celebrity, 
woidd'say,  succeeded  to  admiration;  it  spread 
Iflte  ^nUfee  among  Ibe  gamblers,  young  and 
old,  that  die  dice  had  taken  a  turn  against  the 
eeftaUishment :  they,  therefore,  flocked  to  Albe- 
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msrleStreetfrom  all  quarter8>  eveiyone  expeotiiig 
he  would  pigeon  the  house  still  more  effectually, 
itt  indeed,  he  were  not  lucky  enough  to  break 
the  bank.  Every  gambler  now  seemed  more  de> 
orous  than  another  to  play  deeply :  they  did  all 
play  deeply:  they  all  lost  They  tried  again, 
persuaded,  or  at  least  hoping  they  would  be  more 
fortunate.  One  or  two  of  them  gained,  which  wad 
just  the  thing  the  proprietors  wished,  while  the 
great  majority  lost  The  thing  went  on  in  this 
way  for  seven  or  eight  weeks,  in  the  ooune  of 
which  many  were  ^  deaned  out"  At  the  end  of 
that  time  the  helUtes  not  only  gained  back  their 
12,0001.,  but  sacked  40,000^.  mto  the  baigain. 

The  minor  gaming-houses  in  the  metropolis 
are  numerous*  Many  of  them  are  unknawn  to 
the  public  The  most  notorious  ones  are  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  in  number^  There  are  no  fewer 
than  five  in  the  Regent  Quadrant;  but  a  miyorily 
of  them,  perhaps,  are  in  the  neigfabourfaeod  oi 
L^cester  Square,  No.  1  in  that  square  has 
long  been  one  of  the. leading  minor  houseSi 
Ka  6,  Cranboume  Alley,  which  was  shut  up  in 
Ihe  middle  of  August,  in  consequence  of  bei^g 
indicted,  is  understood  to  have  turned,  over 
6yQWL  a  week.  If  any  one  would  wish  to  stmiy 
the  gambling  character  to  advantage^  one  oi 
the  leading  minor  houses  is  the  phioe  for  hia 
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dofa^  80.  There  are  three  classes  of  gamblers 
to  be  seen  tfiere.  First,  there  is  the  man  who 
flIiU  contiBues  to  move  in  &shionable  life,  and 
who  has  a  good  coat  on  his  back,  but  has  been 
obliged  to  abandon  Crockford's  and  the  Athe- 
neeum,  because  the  remains  of  his  former  re- 
sources are  now  so  small  that  he  can  no  longer 
piay  to  the  usual  amount,  and  to  play  to  a  less 
amount  would  both  wound  his  pride  and  betray 
hm  poverty.  He  keeps  up  the  one  and  conceals 
die  other  as  long  as  he  cni,^-though  that  long  is 
always  very  short— if  there  be  not  an  Irishism 
in  the  expression— -with  a  gambler.  Secondl}-, 
yon  see  the  man  who  belonged  to  the  first  dass, 
bat  ia  ne  longer  able  to  keep  up  i^pearaiices : 
ins  dolfaes  begin  to  have  a  shabby-genteel  a^ 
peek,  and  Us  pockets  an  in  a  still  worse  con- 
^Biioo.  Hus^,  there  is  the  man  for  whose 
entire  waidrobe  you  would  not  give  half-arcrown. 
fiis  hat  is  bn&en  in  the  rim  in  three  places ; 
the  colour  was  originally  black;  new,  by  reason 
of  wear  and  tear,  it  is  of  a  whity-brown.  The 
croim  has  a  large  perforation  in  it^  and  you 
am  satisfied  there  wSil  be  several  more  before  it 
k  mended.  Bjb  coat  bears  proofs  the  face  of 
itr— eye,  and  on  the  back  of  it,  too,— that  it  has 
neen  service.  The  collar,  wliid)  is  the  only 
irinde  part  ef  it^  is  aU  covered  with  grease.    If 
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two  of  the  buttons  remain  the  thiroL  k  stne  to 
be  y^anting.  You  would  never  think  of  counting 
the  number  of  holes  in  it;  if  you  undertake  the 
task,  it  is  in  such  a  frail  stale  altogether,  that 
the  proMibility  is  you  will  have  one  hole  mose  to 
add  to  the  number  before  you  have  finished  The 
coat  is  fit  for  one  thing— it  is  not  fit  for  any 
otter:  it  would  answer  admirably  for  fastening 
about  some  **  man  of  straw^  in  the  fields,  wheve- 
with  to  frighten  away  the  crows  from  the  ccxm. 
The  probability  is,  that  he  has  no  shirt;  if  he 
have»  it  is  only  the  remains  of  one ;  it  has  not 
come  in  contact  with  water  for  a  fortnight,  and 
most  probably  will  not  for  another  fartmgbt  to 
come.  Whether  he  has  a  waisteoat  ornot,  i^  a 
point  you  cannot  detennine ;  for  his  eoat,  if  he 
have  not  a  shirt,  is  buttoned  up  to  his  dun  to 
conceal  his  depnvation  of  that  artide;  if'  he 
hap^  it  is  generally  necessary  his  coat  should 
be  closely  buttoned  up  to  his  mouth  to  keep 
you  in  iguoranoe  of  the  probable  time  when  he 
and  his  washerwoman  last  met.  His  trousers  I 
will  not  describe  any  fiurther  than  b^  saying 
that  they  are  quito  in  keeping  with  his  coat  and 
hat;  one  part  of  his  wardrobe^  in  other  woid% 
win  not  riiame  the  other.  His  beard  bm  not 
blunted  the  edge  of  a  nzor  for  at  least  eight 
days.    You  see  starvation  in  his  fiiee;  tjie-pro- 
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YittSBtf '»\m  has  had  fi^ther  breakfast  oor  din- 
vOt  tthat  day)  unless,  perh&ps,  a  crast  of  dry 
bread  might  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  a  meaL 
And  yety  notwUhstanding  all  these  prools  of  ex- 
treme destitution,  he  has  contrived  by  some 
means  or  oilier — means  of  which  no  one  but 
himself  knows  anything — to  lay  his  hands  on 
two  shilKngs  or  half-ercrown  wherewith  to 
gamble. 

Hiese  are  epedmens  of  the  three  classes  of 
persoBB  who  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  minor 
gambling-houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Leicester 
Square^  in  the  Regent  Quadrant,  and  in  other 
parts  of  ibe  metropolis.  It  is  surprising  to  see 
how  rapidly  those  of  the  first  class  descend  to 
the  ttiiid.  Hey  hardly  stop  at  all,  in  their 
descent^  at  the  second  A  few  months  suffice 
for  the  transfomation  from  the  first  to  the  last 
And  80  complete  is  the  change,  that  you  can ' 
hardly  persuade  yourself  that  he  whom  you  now 
see  aflHOBg  the  third  class  is  the  same  person 
whom  you  saw  amongst  the  first,  four  or  five 
months  preriously.  Let  me  only  add,  that 
vdien  once  down  to  the  lowest  class,  these  poor 
wretdies  have,  Hke  Mlton^s  Luofer,  <<  Men 
never  to  rise  again.'' 

Of  all  the  passions  of  which  human  nature  is 
msoq^ble^  m  pamon  for  gaiid)lii^  is  incon- 
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eArMy  the  most  pernicious.  Once  indulge  in 
itf  and  you  are  inevitably  burned  forward  to 
inetrievable  ruin.  There  is  scarcely  an  instsace 
on  record  of  a  peison  baying  yielded  to  the 
temptation  to  a  certain  extent^  and  then  break- 
ing off  from  it  There  is  a  sort  of  fatality  in  it; 
its  victim  has  no  free-will  of  his  own*  He  sees 
the  folly  of  the  course  he  is  pursuing:  be  sees 
the  issue  too,  and  yet  be  cannot,  or  will  not, 
help  himseli  He  acts  like  a  man  who  knows 
bis  destiny,  and  seems  resolved,  firiightfiil  though 
it  be^  on  fulfilling  it  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
It  is  no  use  to  reason  with  him;  he  only  is  a  fit 
subject  for  being  reasoned  with  who  acts  "from 
ignorance  or  thoughtlessness.  With  the  con- 
finned  gambler  it  is  far  different  His  judgment 
already  condemns  bis  conduct;  it  pronounces 
hfan  to  be  a  machnan,  and  yet  his  vnll  impels 
bim.forward  in  hb  career.  Talk  not  to  him  of 
the  dums  of  a  wife  and  children;  what  cares 
be  about  their  being  thrown  destitute  and  un- 
protected on  an  unpitying  world?  Apart  frt»n 
their  interference  with  his  gambling  propenaitiesy 
be  may  be  kind  enough  to  them.  Possibly  he  may» 
so  long  as  he  has  the  means,  be  the  most  afleo- 
tionate  of  husbands  and  the  best  of  fathers ;  but 
much  rather  than  that  his  passion  for  play  should 
be  denied  the  means  of  indulgence  wouU  he 
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see  iSbem  dpng  in  the  streets  of  cold  and  hanger. 
You  may  even  tell  him  tibat  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  frequenting  the  gambling-house^ 
will  not  only  be  the  beggary  of  himself  and 
tU8  familyy  but  that  he  is  perilling  the  salvation 
of  his  soul  by  the  course  he  is  adopting :  it  will 
aU  be  utterly  ineffectual*  You  make  no  more 
impresdon  on  him,  than  you  would  on  the  table 
on  wlndi  he  throws  his  dice.  He  has  sufficient 
sense  to  know  that  eternal  perdition  is  an  evil; 
but  stin  be  will  brave  it  rather  than  do  violence 
to  bis  gambling  propensities.  And  when  all  his 
means  of  indulging  bis  passion  are  gratified, 
what  follows  ?  Why,  the  probability  is  that  he 
either  destroys  himself  or  sets  about  plundering 
or  murdering  others.  If  he  can,  by  means  of 
swindUng,  or  fraud,  or  forgery,  or  any  other 
aecret  mode  of  robbing  society,  replenish  his 
eibansted  coflers,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  present 
faiowelf  anew  at  the  gambling  table,— it  is  all  very 
well ;  that  mode,  of  course,  is  attended  with  less 
personal  danger,  and  with  the  least  immediate  . 
lidL  of  falling  into  the  ckitches  of  the  law.  But 
if  aU  other  expedients  fidl,  the  confirmed  gambler 
win  not  ecrople  to  resort  to  murder.  Oambluig 
ifl^  I  beBeve,  the  source  of  more  evils  to  society 
n  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  to  the  individuab 
Jiemselves,  Ibaa  any  other  vice  whidi  exists. 
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My  own  imptemoa  is,  that  neidier  our  mont 
istB  nor  our  legislatoiB  baire  any  conceptioB  off 
the  flhare  it  contributes  to  the  crimes  and  im- 
moralities with  which  this  great  city  abounds. 
I  haye  not  a  donbt  that  the  cause  of  balf  the 
suicides  which  occur  in  the  higher  and  middle 
walks  of  life,  is  gambling^ — ^tfaougb  the  fiiet  be 
carefully  concealed  by  the  friends  of  the  pardes. 
The  great  miyority  of  robberies  <rftbeureinplbyen^ 
by  clerks  and  otibersy  have,  I  am  equally  con* 
rinced,  the  same  origin.  I  would  say  the  same 
of  a  Tery  large  proportion  of  tbe  other  crimes 
which  are  daily  committed  by  persons  who 
haye  a  decent  coat  on  their  bac&j.  Af  the 
time  of  the  trial  <ji  Thurtell  for  tiiie  mnrder  of 
Weare,  bolh  of  whom  were  gamblar8»  many 
drcumstances  transpired  strongly  confirmatory 
of  the  representation  I  have  here  given  of  the 
innumeraUo  evils  wbich  flow  from  tins  gigaatic 
▼ioe.  It  is  weQ  known  to  many  persons^  Aoqgli 
I  hare  nev^  seen  the  statement  but  once  in 
print,  that  Thurtell  actually  engaged  to  mmder 
eight  Iriahm^  as  opptvtuniAy  offisred,  who  Ipd 
a]^M)yed  the  proprietors  of  several  hella  he  was 
in  the  habit  ot  frequenting,  by  indicting  theb 
bouses»--attberateof  SO^ahead.  He  made  to 
them  the  frirtiier  offer  of  not  claiming  a  fiurtiiiiig 
of  the  money  for  mthmr  <rf  tiie  nunrderi  until  he 
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had  ^done  for,"  to  use  his  ownhmguage,  *<the 
last  man  of  them.^    All  he  asked  was  that  the 
400/.  should  be  depodted  in  some  place  before- 
hand*  so  as  that  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  it  when  he  had  executed  his  murderous 
purposes.     Every  trace  of  morality,  religion, 
and  humanity  is  eiSu^  from  the  ruined  gam- 
Uei^s  mind;  he  is  a  desperate  character,  and  is 
at  all  limes  prepared  for  the  most  desqperate  en- 
terprises*   The  character  of  ruined  gamblers 
may  be  best  inferred  from  the  &ct  that  you  see 
fhem  in  every  place  where  the  most  depraved  of 
human  beings  are.    Our  prisons  are  fiill  of 
them;  Botany  Bay  swarms  with  them,  and  Re- 
publican America  has  a  very  lEsdr  share  of  them. 
It  ia  frightful  to  think  of  the  number  of  gamblers 
who  have  closed  their  career  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
I  have  often  tried  to  form  some  idea  to  myself 
of  what  must  be  the  emotions  which  agitate 
a  gambler^s  breast  when  he  sees  himself  hurry- 
ing fiister  and  faster  to  ruin  with  every  new  stake 
he  plays  for.     Some  time  ago  I  met  with  a  great 
gambler;   his  account  of  the  mental  process 
which  such  persons  undergo  when  they  see 
themselves  plundered  by  the  robbers  connected 
^th  the  bells,  filled  me  with  a  soft  of  horror, 
while  it  afforded  me  the  wished*for  information. 
Tlie  gambler  at  such  a  moment  is  in  a  state  of 

k5 


itized  by  Google 


302  THE  OAMINO  HOU 

madness ;  his  past  losses^  so  fiir  from  inspiriiig 
him  with  a  distaate  for  play,  only  whet  his  ap- 
petite for  it  It  is  a  curious  fact  in  the  philo- 
sophy of  gambling,  that  the  more  a  man  loses 
the  deeper  does  he  feel  disposed  to  play*  He 
is  for  the  time  being  completely  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  spelL  .  His  recklessness  grows  upon 
hioDU  You  cannot  move  him  from  his  seat; 
nor  can  you,  by  any  netethod  you  can  em- 
ploy^ cause  him  to  desist  from  a  course  from 
which  he  is  already  sonarting.  So  far  fit>m  thisi 
he  will  play,  and  play  at  deeper  game,  too. 
Every  new  loss,  so  bx  from  weaning,  only  serves 
to  wed  him  still  more  and  more  to' the  gaming 
table.  His  bosom  is  all  the  while  the  seat  of  a 
perfect  tempest  of  passion*  He  curses  in  bift 
own  mind  the  moment  he  entered  the  jMindemo- 
nium,  though  all  the  moral  suasion  in  tlie  world 
would  not  prevail  on  him  to  quit  it  He  is 
wretched  because  of  his  past  losses,  and  yet  he 
is  resolutely  determined  on  hazarding^  the  little 
all  that  remains.  He  has  a  presentiment  of  the 
result;  he  has  a  strong  conviction  of  what  will 
be  the  issue,  but  still  he  plunges  deeper  and 
deeper  in  the  fearful  gul£  To  utter  ruin  be 
will  go^  and  the  nearer  he  is  to  it  the  more 
furiously  does  he  rush  forward.  Tlie  stoim 
within  is  all  the  while  visible  without;  you 
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•60  it  ia  bis  £ue.  He  is  siipfeiiMfywreldMd; 
«0  miflerable  «8  mui  caa  be  in  this  world ;  he  18  ia 
alieIl,*«iidhMaheOinhisbo0OOu  Werethit 
boBom  eipoeed  to  joui  gmaie»  yott  would  tim 
back  with  horror  at  the  appalling  tpedade. 
Look  at  his  countenance!  !(  then,  tluit  index 
be  so  terriUe  to  behold,  what  must  be  the  Oing 
itself!  I  ha?e  it  from  one  who  speaks  firom 
esperience,  that  such  is  the  agonj  <rf  his  mind^ 
tibat  luB  legs  will  quiver  beneath  him,  his  whole 
body  tremble^  and  the  yld  pevspbatien  hSk 
in  drops  from  his  brow.  There  is  not  a  ves- 
t^  of  humanity  left  in  his  eompositiott.  All 
the  finer  and  better  feelings  of  his  nature  ba?a 
been  saerifioed  to  the  demon  be  worriups :  hff 
has  more  of  the  nature  of  a  demon  than  of  a 
human  being  in  him;  the  cards  or  the  dice 
banre  wrought  the  awful  transforaution^ 

But  I  win  not  attempt  to  describe  what  otmi 
dioee  who  bxre  tbemselTes  felt  it  most,  can» 
not  describe  in  an  adequate  manner.  If  thece 
be  a  miserable  man  in  ezistenoe-*one  who  b 
thoroughly  degraded  in  his  own  estimation,  and 
whose  conscience  lashes  him  without  one  umk 
mentf s  intemussion,  or  the  slightest  merqr,  that 

*  The  usual  term  by  which  gambling  houses  see 
designated. 
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aini  i«  Ae  gMbkor.  Need  I  add,  he  is  «  pev» 
SDD  for  wIkmu  no  one  feels  coinpaflBkm?  Hekas 
Wt  eren  the  aligfat  ooneoktion  of  shitiDg  «iio 
qnnpatihy  of  his  felhiw  men:  he  is  loallied  and 
shunned  by  all  mankind. 

It  is  ineredKble  in  how  short  a  time,  gamUiiig 
transforms  the  character  of  a  man  from  good  to 
bad.  I  eoold  point  to  instances  in  which,  in  a 
few  diort  months,  men  have  been  chai^^  by 
the  gaming  table,  from  bring  the  most  amijd>le 
and  Tirtuons,  to  the  mget  ferodoos  and  deffrasv^ 
of  their  q>eeies«  Crimes,  the  very  Ihoogbt  ef 
wUch  wouM  haive  shocked  thera  beyond  mea- 
auie  hefote  they  entered  a*  gambKng  honse^  sfo 
oommitted  by  them  without  **  a  compunctSoos 
fisiting,"  by  the  time  they  have  been  two  or  thne 
montba  in  those  sinks  of  in&my.  lliese  deos 
are  not  on]y  the*  gulf  which  swallows  up  aH  their 
money,  but  they  become  the  grave  of  Ihe  monds 
and  hmnanity  of  all  who  cross  thrir  direehold 
before  they  have  been  any  time  in  them. 

Hie  passion  for  gambling,  wherever  it  ensta^ 
is  invariably  an  lA^sorbmg  one.  It  admits  of  no 
rival  passion :  it  engrosses  tiie  entire  thoughts 
and  actions  of  its  unfortunate  victim :  it  liaunts 
and  torments  him  night  and  day — sleeping  and 
wdking.  Hiere  is  a  gentieman  at  diis  moment 
a  member  of  Crockford's,  who^  ever  since  he 
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[  tfie  pfaioe;  hm  hem  th^ni  0mgf  Svmiaf 
i^fat  by  eleven  o'dixak,  im]Miti«Dtly  waitbg  ti8 
the  clock  fltrikes  twehre»  that  be  maf  begin  to  lose 
luB  vooney.    Tie  kte  IMk»  ofQ    .      ■  , 


8o  completely  under  liie  oontral  eikimpoMiiing 
jsopmtiticB,  tint  after  be  vaBopwarde  of  ei^itjr 
yem  of  age^  md  BO  iairm  tluit  he  ODttld  nei^ 
move  hand  nor  foot»  be  caned  faoaaaelf  to  be 
taken  to  BtocktA  to  aeo  bia  ftionda  pkyiag^ 
Iliepiinof  beings  m  bia  faefafeatate,  earned  out 
and  into  bia  canni^ge»  and  beiQg  hauled  on  a 
ft«r>wbeeledTdiieIe^  made  for  the  parpoa%  inlo 
tbe  gttDolbling^rooai,  waa  nodnng  to  that  lAUk 
wottU  haf«  been  cauaed  by  Ihe  depriyntm  of 
seeing  otbera  at  play>  as  he  could  no  longor  ea- 
gage  IB  it  Umaeli  It  ia  not  eight  ireeka^  imiee 
a  gaaUer,  whom  ererybddy  who  aaw  bim  pio^  * 
nounced  to  be  at  the  gatea  of  death,  and  who 
hiniBelf  was  convinced  diat  hewaaao^  ■beggedef 
bia  frienda  tbat  some  of  bis  old  acqnaintaneea 
mi^t  be  brought  to  bia  bdd-aido  to  phy  wMi 
bun.  He  was  so  earaeat  and  hnpoftaaata  m 
bia  reqacBt  that  hie  friends  complied  widi  it 
Some  of  Ua  gaaftbting  acqnaintaiicea  ware  aent 
far;  be  was  one  of  the  few  aueceaBful  playaia; 
be  bad,  in  a  word,  been  connected  with  a  belL 
He  and  Aey  played  togetber,  though  he  was 
oMged  to  be  raised  on  Ida  bed  for  the  purpoea^ 
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MdiaoneiVMkliewoDiiinraiiliof  lOOi.:  Mst 
week  he  died.  Wbet  a  melancholy  lUuitntion 
of  the  ruling  paanon  bdng  strong  in  death ! 

And  ae  it  is  abeorinng,  so  it  is  ineuraUe. 
I  have  maitacmed  in  a  fenner  part  of  this 
chapter,  that  there  is  haidly  an  instanoe  on 
reoerd  of  a  person  who  had  become  a  legular 
gamUer  coiiquering  his  passion  for  play  so 
hmg  as  he  had  the  means  of  sn^hilging  it  I 
repeat  the  obsnvalion.  I  will  answer  fbr  i^ 
that  no  one  ever  yet  knew  any  such  person 
ahandon  his  gambling  habits  so  long  as  he  bad 
tke  means  of  indulging  thenu  In  proof  of  the 
JBMenkf  of  getting  rid  ot  such  habits,  I  may 
meatKNi  that  there  are  innummUe  instances  in 
iMtk  rubed  gamestars  bare,  after  ^ynposing  oi 
thsir  greafc-coats,  cloaks,  and  other  artidea  of 
apparel,  «in  eider  to  raise  money  irimrewith 
tt»  play,— actually  sold  their  shirts  for  a  few 
flhittmgs,  to  enaUe  diem  te  gratify  their  gam-» 
hfing  propensities.  But,  perhaps,  the  mast  ex- 
taaoidinary  proof  ever  famished  of  the  ^Kfficukjv 
if  net  impossibilitjr,  of  curii^  the  pn^praoity, 
was  that  aSotdfd  by  a  late  aide-de-camp  to 
L^  Hutchmsoa.  This  gentleman,  after  baying 
ruined  himself  fay  pli^,  went  one  day,  in  the 
depth  of  his  despair,  and  cut  bis  throat  with  a 
raaor.    It  chanced,  however,  that  the  woun^ 
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tfiough  BO  dreadiy  that  ilo  hopes  of  feeoveiyiirare 
fcr  some  days  entertaiiied,  did  not  pfOfe  fiitaL 
Aided  by  the  first  sugical  skill  and  care,  be  le- 
oorered.  Where  does  tiie  reader  suppose  be 
went  to  on  the  first  day  b^  was  allewed  to  go 
oat?  To  the  very  gaming4ioiise  in  wUdi  he 
had  lost  the  money,  the  loss  of  which  had  mads 
him  fann  the  resolution  of  destroying  hbnself  I 

Among  tfioee  who  firequent  the  seoond  dMsel 
gaming-bouses^  acre  a  very  great  number  of  eity 
merchants,  and  city  derks  in  situations  of  eoi»« 
fidence.  They  are  caOed  GHsby  the^^Gseska" 
and  belKtes,  and  are  looked  on  as  prime  game. 
The  dty  merchants  resolve  on  beeoming  gaas* 
biers,  under  the  impression  ibat  the  making  ol 
afartnne  by  selling  dieats  of  tea,  or  measuring 
yards  of  laee,  is  not  only  asiow  and  tedious  pto- 
cess,  but  a  very  vulgar  one.  Todoitbygaaw 
blingis  much  more  expeditious-^so  they  tUnk  till 
they  try— «Dd  infinitely  more  ftshionable.  '  To 
the  gaming  bouse  therefore  tbey  go  quite  AiU 
of  money ;  Aey  leiave  it  wilbout  a  finrtbing* 
They  repeat  the  process  time  after  time^  and 
with  the  same  result  By-and-by  you  see  them 
m  the  '^Gasette.'^  little,  perhaps,  do  their 
creditors^  or  the  public,  know  the  real  cause  of 
their  bankruptcy.  The  derk  has  tfie  same  no* 
tions  as  his  employer*    What  is  a  salary  of 
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990k  or  mOL  a  fw?  Nothing  at  alL  He 
eait  nover  8a;re  a  stiTer  oat  of  it  Surely  it 
jreuld  be  moich  wiser,  and  fax  more  oonve* 
nian^  to  make  die  sum  in  one  night  To  tiie 
gaoMing  house,  therefore,  he  goes  vidi  400I» 
orSM^  of  biB  maetei^B  monej:  he  loses  the 
last&rdung  of  it;  and  to  save  himself  a  Toyage 
to  Ae  Antipodes,  he  is  off  at  a  tangent  next 
amtting  to  America;  Aat  is  to  say,  provided  no 
audi  ofieious  person  as  Forrester  interfere  in  the 
iatarin^  and  rudely  prevent  his  setdng  out  on 
hisjmvney,  J%ouHhe  escape  <<  die  vigilance 
of  tke  pdioe^''  as  the  expressioD  now  goes,  you 
see  every  dead  WaM  in  town  placsvded  with  large 
haiid4dl%  ofleiing  a  reward  of  lOOA  or  MOL 
to -any  fmam.  who  will  apprehend  the  party  who 
haaahaooDded.  hoaaoBdiUeij affcer  the  ^ hand- 
SOBW  reward,'*  comes  a  **  Hue  and  Cry''  descrip^ 
don  ef  the  derk ;  you  hear  noddng  more  of 
kun;  diere  is  an  end  of  everydnng  pertaiuiug  to 
him.  GambUng  has  infinitely  more  to  do  with 
city  bankruptoies,  embesdementa,  frauds,  for- 
geriei^  &c^  than  persons  unacquainted  widi  the 
hells  esn  have  any  idea  of. 

Hie  third  dass  of  bouses  are  chiefiy  visited 
by  noUemen's  and  gentlemen's  servants,  and 
shopmen  with  small  salaries.  And  in  this  &ct 
we  hvre  the  cause  of  the  innumerable  robberies 
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their  masterg  and  employenk  Hie 
«01d  B^l^  Experience''  is  ef  opudoa  tluit  tha 
sren^e  amount  of  nMmey  loet  every  year  u  tha 
gaxning  hoasee  by  the  senraats  of  die  aobilNgr 
and  gentry  alone,  is  l^OOyOOO/L  I  look  on  tUa 
as  an  exaggeration;  butlshonld  thiidilyOOO^OiOL 
b  about  tbe  amount  Thenuaaberof  pevBona 
nsually  to  be  found  at  one  time  in  one  of  thia 
dasB  of  gaming-houses,  is  from  forty  lo  fl%« 
In  the  coarse  of  the  twenty  four  hornn^  it  is 
oaLnilated  that  one  hundred  and  tirasfy  penona 
risit  <Hie  guch  bouse. 

It  may  be  aslted,  how  it  happens  titmt,  wboi 
we  hear  of  ponons  losing  ao  much  money  at  the 
gambling  houaea,  we  nerer  hear  of  any  mm 
who  wins?  Surdy,  it  is  adkled»  where  m  maoy 
leae^  some  one  must  wka.  The  tlnng  is  emSfy  * 
explained.  Conoectad  with  aU  liie  hells  thava 
are  a  certain  number  of  unprincqded  men,  who 
eoosjuro  together  to  phmder  oveiy  new  oomas^ 
and  whoi  when  he  is  robbed  of  hia  laat  furdmig^ 
divide  tbe  money  they  hare  aacked  amoi^  than. 
Such  penona  are  not  only  greater  ad^ts^  fram 
long  practice,  at  every  description  of  game  which 
can  be  played,  but  when  their  skill  does  not 
avail  them,  they  unhesitatingly  have  reaeuiaa  ta 
cheating.    This  is  dene  in  varieaa  ways,  aeceidk 
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k^  to  eifcunntances.  Sometimes  the  cBce-boz 
18  cramped,  so  that  they  can  guess  with  a  sort  of 
moral  eertainty  what  nmnben  will  turn  up;  in 
odier  cases  the  same  results  are  gained,  other 
hy  loadmg  the  dice^*  or  by  keeping  some  particu- 
lar one,  unknown  to  the  stranger,  between  one 
of  die  fmgers  and  the  box,  while  throwing  the 
others.  In  the  ease  of  carde^  again,  false  ones 
are  smnetimes  used;  but  even  when  genuine, 
many  tracks  are  played  by  these  dexterous 
<^  Greeks  9  which  a  comparatiTe  novice  cannot 
detect  But  even  though  the  poor  victim  does 
discoTor  fidse  play  on  the  port  of  his* oppo- 
nents, his  pontion  is  not  bettered  in  the  slightest 
degree.  Often,  indeed,  the  discoyery  makes  it 
worse..  There  is  always  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  friends  of  the  ^'kgs"  present,  to  attempt  to 
«wear  down  die  flat  if  he  complains  of  foul  play; 
and  if  they  do  not  succeed  in  swearing  him 
down,  they  will  have  no  scruple  in  knoekii^ 
himdovnu  It  often  happens,  however,  that  re- 
course to  downright  cheating  is  not  needed: 
and,  fix>m  a  fear  of  detection,  it  is  <mly  in  cases 
where  diey  cannot  aocompUsh  their  object  otho** 

*  Some  yearff  ago^  several  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
having  lost  ^^000/.  under  very  fufipicioua  circum- 
ilBnoes>  In  a  hell  in  PiocadiUy,  they  carried  the  dice 
away>  aad  found  they  were  loaded. 
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dMt  ihe  hdKftM  d&  nrnttofidM  plaj; 
The  ikvoiirito  syBtem  of  pkoideriiig  a  flat,  in  dl 
die  minor  gaauDg  lioiiie8»  is  by  two  or  fluM 
poraona  in  the  intne0t»  unknown  to  Um,  of  the 
heOites^  agreeing  among  themselves  to  play  into 
eeeh  other^s  hands^  tin^h  at  a  great  ajqparent 
loss  to  some  of  the  parties.  He  is  kept  in  eoi]»> 
tenano^  as  the  expression  goes»  by  seeing  one 
or  two  others  lose  as  well  as  himself  little  siip- 
poshig  that  they  are  even  known  to  each  odier; 
for  they  condudt  themselyes  as  if  they  had  never 
mettogetherbeCnre:  furlesshasheanysuspicioii 
that  the  money  some  of  tiiem  apparently  lost 
was  not  their  own,  but  belonged  to  the  propria^ 
tors  of  the  helL  Every  gaming-house  keeps  a 
certain  number  of  persons  of  this  kind  in  its 
employ,  as  well  as  persons  for  decoying  flats  into 
the  hooae.  They  are  always  kept  up^  in  so  lar 
as  their  wardrobe  is  omoemed,  in  the  first  style 
of  ftshion.  Tliey  have  a  profiision  of  gold  rings^ 
on  their  fingers,  splendid  watch-chains,  and 
bmichee  of  watch-seals  whidi  even  Sir  Robert 
Peel  himself  who  is  very  fond  of  sportbg  a 
handsome  cluster  of  seals,  mi^t  envy.  They 
hanre^  in  fine,  externally  all  the  appearance  of 
belonging  to  fashionable  society*  Clothes  and 
trinkets  of  this  kind  are  kept  for  these  persona 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  hells,  just  aa  llift 
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ksqien  of  eertam  odwr  booMs  bftve  abmys  ea 
hind  a  sdBdent  quantify  of  flash  dffptfA  ia 
wUdi  lo  deck  out  any  unfertoiiaiDe  gpil  wbo  eiH 
gages  to  paiHper  to  tbeur  vMrioe^  by  hw  owft 
jnvsliialioii* 

'  Snch  are  some  of  Ae  means  vAi^  Ihe  helliteB 
aad  tibe  creatui^  in  dieor  pay,  resort  to  ynih  a 
new  to  Baakesureof  phmdering  ev«ry  simpleton 
wko  cbanoes  to  oome  in  tbeir  way.  There  are 
others  wUdi  I  need  not  detail,  and  wUch, 
tfam^  I  did,  wouM  not  be  very  intdfigible  to 
those  vnacqnainted  with  gamblhig  in  the  metro- 
palis.  Sofioe  it  to  say,  that  no  man  who  goes 
in  widi  money  to  one  of  these  pandemoniums 
e^eroomes  out,  in  the  long  run,  with  a  brthing. 
If  he  should  be  allowed  to  gain  onee  or  twice,  it 
is  only  to  get  him  in  deeper  the  Aird  time.  What 
the  entire  amount  of  money  may  be  whidi  is  lost 
every  year,  on  an  aterage,  in  the  gambling  houses 
of  London,  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  any  con- 
fidence; but,  including  the  great  establishment 
in  St  James's  Street,  I  haye  not  a  doubt  it  is 
from  7,5O0,0O0iL  to  S^OOO^OOiL  Only  think  of 
the  vast  sums  which^  after  the  most  extravagant 
wiqr  in  which  the  higher  dass  of  these  houses 
are  kept  up,  the  proprietors  severally  amass.  I 
faate  already  spoken  of  the  immense  gains  ol 
'OU  Crooky,  as  the  Marquis  of  Hertftrd  ealb 
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knn.  There  is  cnodier  penon  mm  fiWng^  ^iIiq^ 
httfing  been  a  parliier  in  a  heO  ufmards  of  tw^ 
yeus  ego^  op^ped  shop  on  hk  owm  aoeount  mnmi 
after,  in  partneiship  \nOx  ofther  tfaiee  peanyleai 
feHows.  Qb  kfady  xetiied  fEom  biwiaeae  wilh  a 
ftrtme  of  15O»eO0l.  as  his  dmre  of  the  phinder; 
and  tfais^  be  it  obserred,  aAethsTing  lived  al 
tfaetiinie^  as  did  tbaothen^inaatyleof  prinoe^ 
sfdeDdonr.  He  faad»  as  they  ahnost  all  hwre^  htti 
eountry  hoQse,  his  stud  of  horses,  his  mistTesses^ 
and  all  the  other  indispensables  of  a  man  of 
fariiioB.  Another  person,  a  partner  of  Crodb- 
foEfa,  beibro  the  latter  entered  into  a  packneo* 
sfaq»  widi  the  sportuig  noblemen  fermerly  A- 
hided  to,— who  had  taken  the  bemO:  of  the  Aet  a 
fear  or  two  before  beoomiag  a  hdUtiv  was,  m  a 
isw  yean  thereafter,  worth  I40/)0(NL  Another 
heUite^  belonging  to  one  of  tfae  minor  estaUisl^ 
meoti^  was  some  time  ago  found  lyiog  quite 
dnmk.  one  mormug  on  the  evpet  of  bis  own 
parimir  in  Clarges  Street^  with  1,2001.  in  bank 
aotee  lift  his  hand,  which,  he  said,  was  the  amount 
eC  Ua  sbaie  of  what  had  been  sadced  on  the  pr^ 
none  night  The  Messrs.  Bonds,  of  the  Atfae* 
naenm,  who^  a  few  years  ago,  were  what  are  called 
<*  dealing  Jew  boys,**  in  the  street^  are  now  nn^ 
derstood  to  be  severally  worfli  abont  00,00«L 
It  is  otdy  a  lew  saonths  since  Ephraha^  Ae 
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«lder  of  the  tiiree,  gave  15,000JL  lor  a  stud  of 
horses.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  they  were 
bought  from  a  noUeman  who  was  obliged  to  sell 
them  to  meet  his  debts  of  honour* 

The  proprietors  of  the  minor  gambling  houaeSy 
of  which  there  aie  three  or  four  to  each,  are  all 
ignorant,  uneducated,  as  well  as  unprindipled 
men.  Their  oonyersation  and  manners  strangely 
eontrast  with  their  flashy  appearance.  Moet  of 
Ihem  have  been  portend  or  inspectors  in  other 
gandng  establishments.  Several  of  them  are 
Jews.  Connected  with  eadi,  in  die  character  of 
legal  adviser,  is  some  low  unprincipled  attorney. 
One  and  all  of  the  persons  belonging  to  saeh 
places  have  been  previously  known  as  moat  pro- 
fligate diaraeters.  A  great  many  of  ihem  have 
been  regular  pickpockets,  and  not  a  lew  of 
Ihem  have  been  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

They  have  pot  one  redeeming  quality  in  their 
nature.  If  the  pen  whom  they  have  fleeced  of 
thousands  on  thousands,  should  chance,  whidi 
is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  to  go  to  thw  heUi^ 
when  they  have  not  a  penny  to  procure  a  mor- 
•al  of  bread,  or  to  get  a  bed  for  the  nigh^— 4o 
mk  a  fcw  shillings  from  them,  they  are  indig- 
nantly repulsed  from  their  doors,  £heir  plon- 
4srers  tellmg  them  they  would  not  give  a 
aispenoe  to  save  them  from  the  gallows.    U 
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preved  by  hunger  and  wretchedii688»  tbejrare 
iBportiiiiate^  and  refuse  to  go  wilbout  getting 
aomethhi^  then  aoine  of  the  rudest  and  atnmgeat 
of  the  rascab  called  porters^  about  the  hoOse^ 
eject  them  by  means  of  blows.  It  is  not  kmg 
aiooe  one  of  the  victims  to  these  dens»  lunring 
allied  to  bis  plunderers  for  a  small  pittance  to 
preserve  him  at  least  one  day  longer  from  abso* 
hite  starration,  was  so  nolently  assaulted  by  a 
forodoos  Herculean  Irishman,  kept  for  the  pui^ 
pose, — ^thoi:^  ostensiUy  one  of  the  porter^ — 
tiiat  Us  lifo  was  for  some  time  supposed  to  be 
indanger. 

Qneof  these  hellites  lately  retired  from  ^bo- 
sinesB,"  and  purchased  an  estate  in  die  nei^ 
bonrhood  of  Brighton,  where  he  lives  in  all 
aplendoiir,  and  apparently  in  as  much  bappineis 
aa  if  he  had  hem  the  most  virtuous  man  in  the 
wide  crsatioiH — though  he  is  peifoedy  aware 
Ihat  every  year  of  his  infiunous  career  he  had 
been  the  means  of  causmg^  w  an  aver^gs^ 
twenty  of  his  victims  to  commit  suicide»  And 
yet— how  melancholy  and  mortifying  the  fMt  1 — 
ew  nobility  have  no  scmples  in:  admitting  such 
charaetsrs  to  their  housefly  on  a  footiiig  of  friend- 
lUp  I  Nay,  the  daughter  of  one  of  tfiese  fSDK 
bKqg  proprietors,  was  some  years  i 
to  a  Peer  of  the  realm! 
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I  hsm  mentiosed  in  anotter  part  of  liiis  chap- 
ter that  the  peculiar  notions  of  honour  which 
are  entertained  by  the  aristocratic  gamblers  at 
CrodEforcPs,  always  insure  tiie  quondam  fish- 
attonger  the  payment  of  the  debt  his  visitors 
eontraot)  so  soon  as  they  possess  themselres  of 
the  means.  In  the  minor  gambling  housesy 
however^  where  tiie  same  notions  of  honour  do 
mot  obtain,  unancceasful  gamblers  often  remst 
die  payment  of  the  debts  they  have  contracted. 
They  know,  as  formeriy  mentioned,  that  gam- 
Wng  being  illegftl,  they  cannot  be  compelled  by 
law  to  pay  their  losses.  Do  the  hellites,  tiien, 
Itoae  the  advandea  tfiey  have  made  to  such 
penena  ?  Not  they.  By  what  means  do  they 
ftoeure  the  payment?  The  hellite  who  won 
the  money,  sends,  in  the  fimtinstaaee^  a  note  to 
tiie  pot^  toifceeftetthBt) as  he  must  be  awars 
Ae  moQMsy  wbs  faitiy  won^  wfaioh  the  koaves 
always  inaisi  en^  he  camiot,  surdy,  as^  a  num  of 
hopomr)  be  seiieua  in  refiuong-  to  pay  tiie  debt; 
iMitif  hei%thM'tiie  only  alkmiative  is  toa£- 
Ibid  to  the  writer  that  satiafiMjtf on  whioh  one 
getttlaman  ia  entitled  to  demand  from  anotha*. 
lb  most  cases  such  a  hoetile  note  as  this  has  tiie 
deeiied  eftct  Where  it  has  not»  and  tiie  party 
•tin  frfosea  to  pay  die  debt,  tiien  «  a  frigid'' 
of  the  winner  waits  on  tiie  otiier,  and  fequests 
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Vaiio  same  Itts  firiend,  Aat  the  matter  inajr  be 
set&d  witlKMit  ^May.  The  friend  of  &e  hellite 
isviuflSlythe  BiOBt  deCenmsed  and  fierce-1ook<» 
'  ing  ef  the  pasty;  and  of  audi  personages  there 
b  no  hbdL  m  gaining  establishments*  This  nerer 
fiob  of  its  effect;  diere  is  hardly  an  instance 
en  record  in  wlndi  a  man  with  any  remains  of 
diaracterirould  go  and  fight  a  beOite;  inAiile 
the  certain  eonsequence  of  not  dofaig  it  or  re^- 
fosing  to  pay  tiie  money,  would  be  to  be  horse* 
wlnpped  in  fhe  streets,  if  not  priyately  murdered. 
The  payment  of  the  moneyis  iherefinre  the  least 
of  the  two  evSs  of  which  he  must  make  achoice. 
It  is  an  every  day  question,  **Why,  when 
gambfing  houses  are  cotttrary  to  the  law,  are 
they  not  put  down?*  To  abate  the  nuisance 
ia  a  matter  ef  extreme  dtfflculty.  It  is  almost 
imposdUe  in  any  case-^in  many  oases  it  is  quite 
00— te  procure  eTidenee  on  which  a  jury  could 
coimct  the  proprietors.  They  have  in  seve- 
ral inetancea  been  indicted;  but  when  the 
helHtes  knew  the  indictmg  parties  can  bring 
fenraid  the  Mcessary  evidence^  Aey  bribe 
flietti  witb  large  sums  to  make  out  of  the 
way  by  the  time  the  trial  comes  on.  What  is 
%000iL  or  SfiOOL  to  Ae  proprietors,  even  of  the 
aeooiid  class  of  lliese  houses?  They  will  in  a 
fsw  houn  lleeoe.  some  poor  flat  c^  perha{to 
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twice  that  sum.  Some  yearq  ago  the  greathdl 
in  St  James's^treet  was  indicted,  when  the 
penalties  for  money  won  illeg^y  weie  laid  at 
162,0002.  The  indicting  party  disappeared  be- 
fore the  time  appointed  for  the  trial  What 
would  the  proprietors  of  that  pandemonium 
h^ve  cared  to  give  20,000iL  or  30,OOOZ.  to 
quash  the  indictment?  Better  surely  to  pay 
either  of  these  sunu^  or  larger  stili^  if  lesswould 
not  be  accepted,  than  to  be  subjected  to  penal- 
ties to  the  amount  of  162,000/,  and  the  probabi- 
lity yf  being  sent  to  the  tre^d-mill;  for»  when 
sufficiently  identified,  they  are  liable  to  be  sent 
thither.  Only  £ancy  the  stout  f^xoer-looking 
hero  of  the  great  house  in  St  James's,,  con- 
stantly ^  working  like  a  squirrel"  for  two  or 
three  months,  at  the  tread-mill,-^^  a  candidatfl 
for  the  occupation  some  time  ago  happily  ex- 
pressed himself  at  one  of  our  police  offices. 

But  not  only  are  the  proprietors  of  these  pan- 
demoniums at  all  times  ready  to  give  large  sums 
to  get  informations  against  them  quashed,  hot 
they  take  care  to  keep  on  as  good  te^ns  with 
the  police  as  possible,  so  as  noc  to  be  taken  by 
surpnee  by  them.  It  is  notorious  that  numbers 
of  die  old  police  were  in  the  pay  of  the  helUtai^ 
and  more  than  a  suspicion  has  been  ftxpresiw* 
by  several  of  the  magistrates  in  the  metropolify 
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that  «oiiie  persons  belonging  to  the  present  body 
•re  m  the  same  predicament  Why  else,  as  was 
asked,  in  September  last,  by  one  of  the  ma- 
gistrates at  the  Middlesex  sessions;  why  else 
did  two  policemen  refuse  io  take  two  of  the 
Leicester  Square  helKtes  into  custody,  who 
were  easily  widun  their  readi, — even  thongh 
the  warrants  for  their  apprehension  were  pro- 
daeed? 

Until  some  better  law  than  the  present  be 
passed,  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  Appose  that 
gaming  houses  will  ever  be  put  down  in  the  me* 
tropolis.  Much  greater  flEtcilities  for  conyictJon 
must  be  afforded ;  and  it  is  a  question  whether, 
when  the  party  indicting  has  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining a  couTiction,  some  adequate  reward 
should  not  be  given  him.  At  all  events,  it  is 
dear  that  the  law,  as  it  at  present  stands,  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  evil  Whe- 
ther we  could  get  such  a  one  as  would  really 
root  out  the  knaves  who  people  these  dens  of 
iniquity, — ^were  any  of  our  legislators  to  pro* 
pose  it, — ^is  a  point  on  which  I  entertain  con- 
siderable doubts.  If  it  be  true,  and  I  fear 
it  is,  that  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
Oockford's  are  noblemen  and  gentlemen  be- 
longing to  either  House  of  Parliament, — then  it 
would  be  really  too  much  to  expect  that  they 
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noiild  assist  in  passing  a  law  which  dny  wouU 
most  probaUy  be  the  first  to  aid  in  brtakkig.  I 
^nispeot  tSiat  if  we  wait  tmtil  soatie  sueh  parties 
as  the  Marqnis  of  Hertfinrd  in  the  Lord%  or  Mr. 
Thomas  Dunoombe^  in  the  Comnunu^  kj^uskli 
ior  the  extinctton  of  gawiing  in  the  metvopoiiiy 
we  shall  h«re  to  wait  nntil  doensday« 
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CHAPTER  V. 

MBTBOPOLITAN    SOOIETT.-THE    HIGHER 
CLA3SB8. 

TWir  vgmom  tf  thonMlTei^Tlitir  dUragard  of  th* 
trutii— Tiieir  iwnemty— Extent  lo  which  pvo- 
tigacj  jNnerailB  among  them — llieir  conduct  in 
pecaniaiy  matters— l^rtue  laughed  at  among  them 
^Their  want  of  religion— Their  social  conditie»— 
The  «stent  to  which  coojuf^  toAdeUty  pvtraila 
amonf  thiro—Briaarha  on  their  marriage a^Thm 
want  of  beaavolenoe  to  mankind  gencraUy-*-TMr 
notions  of  dignity— The  opinions  they  entertain  of 
those  below  them— Their  conduct  to  their  senrante 
— FriroCty  and  occasional  coarseness  of  their  con* 
rersation— Their  partiality  to  foreigners— Indlgni. 
tiss  to  which  ^sy  must  sometimes  submit  Ip  sals. 
iag  uoocy  to  keep  up  appeanmees^Thalr  paoiu 
niary  onl>anraasmcnt»-NHusband  hunting^Unhap^ 
pincss  wliich  exists  among  tliem^  &c- 

TnM  Higber  dasaea  of  sodety  in  die  ttetropoHa, 
as,  I  believe,  eferywhere  dae^  have  the  moat 
eudtedopiBionof  tliemselves.    If  their  own  e»- 
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tiiDate  of  dieir  character  were  to  be  taken 
correct  one^  they  are  as  ftr  abore  the  great) 
of  their  fellow  beings  as  the  latter  are  above  the 
brute  creation.  Pope  represents  Bishop  Berkeley 
as  having  possessed  every  virtue  under  heaven: 
the  fashion^le  world  not  only  exclusively  arro- 
gates to  itself  all  the  virtues,  but  afl  the  acoom- 
plishments  which  human  nature  can  acquire. 
The  aristocracy  hold  up  their  conduct  to  the 
rest  of  mankind  as  a  perfect  pattern  for  imita- 
tion. Are  they,  then,  what  their  own  vanity 
leads  them  to  think  they  are  ?  A  glance  at  dieir 
principles  and  practices  will  best  answer  the 
question. 

No  one  has  ever  had  anopportumty  of  study- 
ing human  diaracter,  as  es^nplified  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  higher  classes  of  this  country,  but 
must  have  been  struck  with  their  want  of  re- 
gard to  the  truth.  They  are  most  prodigal  of 
their  promises ;  let  those  to  whom  they  have 
been  made,  say  how  many  of  them  are  redeemed. 
Shakqpeaie  has  a  character  in  one  of  his  plays 
who  ^  lies  like  trutib.''  Shakspeare  must  have 
had  one  of  the  ^<  fashionabW*  of  his  day,  who^ 
I  suppose^  very  much  resembled  those  of  oui^s, 
in  his  eye  when  he  penned  the  expreasion. 
They  see  no  moral  evil  in  telling  a  fib:  to  tell 
what  they  cill  a  conventkHial  feb^ood  with  be- 
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coming  grace,  is  deemed  by  them  an  accom- 
pEsbment  of  the  most  enviable  kind  It  were 
wen  if  the  practice  of  systematic  fib-telling 
wet^  confined  to  themselves :  it  is  an  accomplish- 
ihent  in  which  they  are  carefiil  to  instruct  their 
domestics.  To  tell  a  certain  class  of  falsehoods 
with  ease  and  effect,  is,  in  many  cases,  regarded 
as  one  of  the  greatest  merits  of  a  servant 
Take,  for  an  illustration  of  my  statement,  the 
way  in  wMch  they  refuse  to  see,  when  so  dis- 
posed, any  Mend  who  calls  on  them.  Do  they 
say  they  are  engaged,  and  cannot  see  any  visitor 
at  the  time  ?  No ;  that  would  never  do.  The 
servant  is  instructed  to  say  the  master  or  mistress 
is  not  at  home.  Thus  the  master  or  mistress 
telb  the  fib  in  the  first,  instance,  and  then  in- 
structe  tbe  servant  to  do  the  same.  Thus  tu- 
tored by  their  employers  in  tbe  **  art  of  lying,'' 
is  it  to  be  wondered  if  the  servant  goes  a  little 
fiirtfaer  than  was  intended,  and  in  addition  to 
telling  fibs  at  other  people^s  expense,  begins  to 
ten  them  at  tiiat  of  the  master  or  mistress  ?  In 
tlie  latter  case,  when  the  fiedsehood  is  detected^ 
due  punishment  is  inflicted  either  in  the  shape 
of  rebuke,  or,  if  the  fib  be  an  aggravated  one, 
by  ifismissaL  In  what  an  awkward  position 
do  the  Higher  Classes  in  such  a  case  place  them- 
aehw!  They  first  instruct  tbeir  servants  in  tiie 
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art  of  telliiig  fid8dx)od%  tod  tfaen  puniflh  I 
when  tbey  happea  themaehes  to  he  affiMtod 
by  the  lurtrutba — ^for  the  rery  crime  wUdi  tiny 
have  tBXifjbt  them  to  commit !  Nor  ia  thk  aU: 
onoe  coiTupt  a  aervanfa  mdrab  ao  fcr  aa  tomake 
that  flerraat  ^  lie  on  system,''  and  you  may  d»» 
pend  on  i^  that  corruption  of  morals  will  not 
end  there :  it  will  extend  itself  to  other  things. 
Dr.  Johnson  used  to  say  that  the. person  vtho 
would  toll  a  lie  would  pek  a  pocket  There 
is  more  truth  in  the  spirit  of  the  great  moral* 
istf s  lemariLy  than  is  generaUy  supposed.  Hhe 
master  or  mistress  who  haa  onoe  tntored  %  do* 
mestic  in  the  practice  of  story-tolling^  has  cer- 
tainly laid  the  axe  at  the  foundation  of  that 
senrant*s  honesty.  Stealing  and  lying  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same  frmily :  they  are  kindred  noes, 
and  in  the  vast  minority  of  eases  will  be  found 
to  go  hand-in-hand. 

Iknow  it  is  urged  in  defence  of  teIUngarisitw> 
when  it  is  not  wished  to  see  tibe  party,  that  the 
person  on  whom  he  calls  is  not  at  home,— ^ 
merely  a  civil  way  of  hinting  to  him  that  it  is 
inconvenient  to  see  him  at  the  time.  It  is  con- 
sequently called  a  Conventional  or  expedient  ik 
In  morals  there  ought  to  be  no  audi  principli  as 
expediency.  Once  introduce  i^  asid  there  ia  no 
spying  when  or  where  it  wiU  end«    It  ia  in  any 
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jliieflpeciiillyBcs  and  ought  on  no  aoeou&l^  or 
miOT  any  GtzcoHMtanees^  tobetderatod 

It  may  be  said  that  to  tell  a  friend  in  plain 
tenn^  when  making  a  caH,  that  one  is  engaged 
aad^oinot  aee  liim,  would  be  hnrtfiil  to  Ua 
MkigB.  Suppoeiiig  it  weie  00^  woold  that  be 
any  jnatifiealion  of  a  fiJaebood?  Are  a  man's 
fcefinga  to  be  balanced  against  the  truth?  Ad* 
ant  die  pirinciple»  and  see  the  consequences 
widdh  woifld  ensue.  Why,  you  eooM  not  take  a 
more  elEectnid  means  of  banishing  Thitfi  Irem 
the  world  She  is  said  to  have  come  originally 
out  of  a  well;  this  would  be  sendmgher  back  to 
the  piaoe  whence  she  caaae,  with  a  Tengeanoa. 

Bttt  were  the  praetioe  of  leftinng  to  see  a 
^hator  by  instructisg  the  serrant  to  tell  flie 
party  Aat  ^  person  be  calls  on  is  not  athonM^ 
to  he  fnce  uniTersally  discontunned)  and  Ae  n« 
ailDr  to  be  either  told  that  the  individual  waa 
CB^aged  at  the  time,  or  were  admitted  to  Ae 
house,  so  as  to  let  him  see  he  wis  Actually  en» 
gsged, — no  inconyenimee  would  rssidt,  nor 
would  any  one's  feelings  be  hurt  either  at  the 
message,  or  at  finding  Aat  he  was  not  pressed 
to  remsin.  The  religious  part  of  the  com* 
nnnity  never  resort  to  the  practice  of  instructh 
u^  their  sertants  to  say  they  are  not  at  hom^ 
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ulien  they  do  not  want  to  see  miy  pmticMier 
peraoB  at  a  partieahr  time^ — aiid  they  find 
no  incomroiience  to  reault  from  the  non-ado|H 
tion  of  the  expedient  It  is  the  same  in  ttie 
north  of  Seodand:  liie  eKprosaion  ^not  at 
home,''  is  tiiere  unknown.  A  master  ^  nna- 
tress  deaures  the  servant  in  both  these  eaees 
ttdier  tor  gay  jJainly  that  they  are  enijagedy  or 
to  admit  the  parties  calling;  and  eyeiy  peram 
of  any  disoemment  will  at  once  pem»ite  when 
fab  presence  is  an  intrusion ;  while  no  one  witli 
die  least  pretensions  to  mannmv  will  think  of 
remaining  in  the  place  a  moment  after  he  has 
made  the  diaooTery* 

,  The  insbiceriCy  of  the  Upper  Classefl  is  one 
of  die  most  prominent  traits  in  their  character. 
All  is  fifiur  outwardly ;  nothing  can  be  kindor 
than  their  words;  it  is  so  marked,  Ibat  a 
Frandi  writer,  speaking  of  our  English  nobility, 
aaya,  timt  aristocracy  and  hypocrisy  are  synony- 
mous terms.  How  different  from  their  words 
would  you  find  their  hearts  were  they  unveiled 
toyour  gaae !  **  My  dear,**  are  epithets  you  eveiy 
moment  hear  our  aristocratic  ladies  applying  to 
osie  another,  while  the  most  rancorous  malignity 
enets  in  each  of  their  minds.  Acarziageisseen 
afttfaedoOT.  ^O,  there's  those  honidcreaturei^ 
tne  Jeminghama— what  great  bores  they  are  T 
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WKjB  Ifin  Harkj  to  li6f  nbiter  Jomima.  *Ili^ 
door  ig  opened,  file  JormttghaiiM  are  1^^ 
the  drawing-Tootti,  and  Ifiss  Haiky  and  Jenunm 
enbnoe  *<  the  horrid  creatures —the  great 
hana,^  with  an  energy  which,  irere  one  to  jodga 
from  mere  esteraak,  wonU  be  held  to  betokea 
the  moet  devoted  aflbetion.  The  Jermngfaaoa 
aie  dbout  to  depart;  liGao  Harley  and  Ifiii 
JeBBuna  impreeo  on  flMsr  Hpa  a  moet  **  vignRNia 
kna,'*  aie  delighted  with  llleir  visit,  and  BB^Ao^ 
Ami  to  ca&  soon  again.  The  doer  is  that;  aM 
liie  Jendngfaaaisaie  <<  detestable  wvetdMsr 

«<  My  deer  Miss  Yemen,  I  am  so  delighted 
to  see  yon ;  how  are  yon  ?''  said  Mim  Qnatimf 
die  other  evening  to  a  young  ladf  die  net  at 
Ae  sojr^  at  the  Colossemn.  As  abe  spoke  she 
shock  Ifiss  Vernon  by  the  hand  with  a 
Bdenoe  and  apparent  cordiaHty  I  have  never  i 
smpassed.  <<0  how  I  dohate  that  ooaoBtted, 
empty,  staek-itp  ereaturei  Miss  Vernon,'*  said 
Miss  Orandey,  wifh  a  most  oontemptnous  €«• 
praseioB  of  countenance,  to  a  female  friend  who 
was  with  her  at  the  time^— the  moment  the  other' 
had  parted  from  her.  <<  The  ocfous  reptile!— 
die  is  always  crossing  my  path.  I  voold  aa 
soon  encounter  a  tiger  as  meet  with  her.  I  alb* 
lor  the  very  thought  of  the  tu^  wretd.*' 

The  mothers  are  qmte  as  guilty  in  this  fe» 
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i|0(;t  wjith  tbetr  dM^^toirfl.  You  iM0ttwolBU^ 
tfed  ladieft;  notbiag  can  exCMd  Ae  bUadiMM 
of  fcMr  denMnour  timakcb  Meh  odwt}  tiMor 
tKovdb  ar6^  the  flweetott  tbt  Engfish  hngnme 
ma,  supply;  they  am  b«m6y  iMaelL    You  v^uU 
flmty  the  m^  w<yijd  chMifUly  tobmii  to  m§^ 
tgmloinLfiMr  the  cMlier.  Thaf  pwt.    If  you  oaw 
:  h«d  puMd  wiftUii  their  miadib  yoa  wovU 
Oiey  were  aeliiatad  txmerde  each  otlMr 
kf  the  most  iiBpkMbiB  Maailjr*    The  wieee  ct 
tkk  fteBag  mfty  be  ^ariottSi     PoMUy  Ikeir 
daughlenttremab;  or  there  may  be  a  ainlggli 
belilraeti  Aem  tod  their  reetiedite  fnilie%  sup- 
peiiag  tttem  to  bare  fiunifiee,  to  outahiue  eaoh 
oilier  in  eome  jwrtieular  way;  eteomeof  tbtif 
near  rAlalioiia  anay  hare  ooebe  in  coIUsion  with 
the  peouBiazy  latereete  of  thoae  of  the  ethec. 
Or  k  may  be  that  die  ej^ieie  of  life  iu  which 
tltoy  bufe  eadi  moTod)  and  the  maaima  bjr  wbioh 
tbay  hare  regulated  their  ooaduett  hae  baaiehed 
every  kindber  emotion  from  their  beeoiBB»  and  iliir 
qpired  Aem  with  that  haue^btiaeBa  of  diepoailien 
Mdeh  leada  one  to  kok  down  with  Bupnoilfc* 
on  ooie^a  £sIlow-cr8alure6»**-as  if  thay 
I  inferior  order  of  beinga»    Thia  feeling 
eaiata  to  an  extent  among  the  Higfaer  flaimia. 
which  baa  no  parallei  in  the  middle  or  lewef 
wdfcaofMfe.    iireryoaw  among  the  ariatecnK7 
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of  being  oonaktend  ffopffrior  la  Mh 
Otber;  and  wbeie  the  wiah  exists  to  indues 
atlie»  to  adopt  this  opixuoiv  it  is  a  very  eaqr 
VBMtter  for  the  parties  to  adqit  it  theiBusdiTes. 
Locke^  indeed,  would,  under  all  ihe  circum* 
stance^  have  called  it  an  innate  feeling* 

It  is  the  same  with  the  male  members  of  th». 
anstocra^*  Under  the  most  courteous  exterior 
and.  most  friendly  mode  of  addiesob  tbey  often 
bear  the  most  bitter  animosity  towards  eaob 
odmr.  L4ird  Mandon  puts  a  penKmal  construe* 
tkm  on  some  expression  wUch  has  been  made 
use  of  by  the  Marquis  of  Alrey*  He  appoints 
a  friend;  the  latter  does  the  same:  a  hostile 
aaeeting  takm  place.  But  before  they  attempt, 
to  hurry  each  other  into  eternity,  Ihcy  shake 
baada.  A  person  unacquainted  with  the  ways 
of  the  aristocratic  work!,  would  sijq^pose^  on  se^ 
iuig  them  embracing  e&ch  other  before  firing 
with  mortal  intent,  that  th^  were  two  friends 
who  were  about  to  part  for  some  time.  Hisy- 
firea  first  and  a  second  time;  on  both  occasions 
th^  proridentially  miss :  the  seconds  interfere^ 
and  determine  that  each  of  the  parties  has  rindi^ 
cated  his  honour.  Of  course  they  then  quit  the 
field.  But  do  they  do  so  in  theway  you  would 
expect  of  persons  who,  but  a  moment  before 
had  beea  deliberately,  and  in  cold  blood,  modi* 
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tating  each  other^s  murder?  No;  instead  of 
demeaning  themselres  towairds  eadi  other  as 
deadly  enemies,  they  shake  hands  with  fhe 
greatest  apparent  cordiality,  and  evince  ttie 
warmest  apparent  interest  in  eadi  other*s  welfiue. 

The  same  insincerity  charad»rizes  the  great 
body  of  the  aristocracy  in  most  of  the  relatioiis 
of  life.  That  there  'is  sincerity  among  them, 
it  were  both  uncharitable  and  unjust  to  deny* 
That  there  are  instances  of  genuine  and  devoted 
fiiendship  to  be  met  with  in  the  upper  circles 
of  society,  I  cheerfully  admit;  but  they  are  ct 
remarkably  rare  occurrence. 

Ko  one  that  knows  anything  of  the  aristocracy 
can  &il  to  have  been  struck  with  the  frightful 
extent  to  which  profligacy  exists  amongst  its  male 
members.  What  is  their  hourly  conduct  but  a 
living  exemplification  of  the  most  profligate 
principles?  I  speak  not  of  their  intercourse 
with  those  of  the  opposite  sex,  whose  course  of 
life  is  indicated  by  their  own  fevourite  exprea- 
sion  «  unfortunate  girls."  What  I  have  chiefly 
'  in  my  eye  is  their  constant  attempts  to  seduce 
virtuous  females.  With  hundreds  this  is  not 
only  the  prindpal,  but  almost  the  only  business 
of  their  life.  To  them  it  matters  not  that  they 
entail  irretrievable  ruin  on  the  poor  victims 
themselves;  nor  that  they  plunge  whole  femilies 
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Mh>  the  deepeet  dKatresfl.  Theae  are  omaidaia* 
tkms  that  li^er  eotet  their  nuods;  the  gratifi- 
catkm  of  their  own  unhaDowed  pMeions  is  the 
only  tUng  that  ever  oocuinee  their  thoughts* 
And  tx>  i^ggravate;  if  that  were  poraiblei  the 
eoonnity  of  Aeir  crimeifi  they  openly  boaat  eC 
Aeir  ezploitB  in  thu  way.  What  miiet  be  the 
pMk  dekartidty  ct  aiftind,  that  can  first  eontenu 
{date  and  then  earry  into  eflEscty  the  greatest 
crime  which  the  stronger  can  commit  against 
the  weaker  sez»  and  then  glory  in  its  shame  ? 
That  the  recital  of  these  deeds  of  seduction 
should  be  listened  to  with  patience  by  one's 
aoquaintanoeSy  gives  a  painful  picture  of  human 
nature;  that  such  recital  should  be»  as  it  is^ 
often  appUuided  to  theecho^  is  a  fiMst  which  may 
wdl  make  one  ^hang  his  headt  and  blush  to 
ttnnk  himself  a  man.** 

But  die  species  of  criminality  to  which  I  refer* 
does  not  stop  here.  It  rises  yet  higher  in  the 
scale  of  social  and  moral  enormity.  Am  I  un- 
derstood? Need  I  tell  any  one  that  knows  aught 
of  the  male  members  of  the  aristocracy,  that  I 
refer  to  the  attempts  they  wee  constantly  mak«* 
mg,  to  induce  infidelity  to  the  marriage  tow» 
and  to  pollute  the  marriage  bed?  life  among 
the  Higher  C3assesis  little  better  than'  a  constant 
seene  of  intrigues  and  amours.    How  nttmeroua 
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ue  the  instanoeB  wUch  every  year  hnagB  to 
light  of  detected  ooqugal  infidelity  I  How  i»* 
Bumerable  axe  the  caaes  in  which  auch  tranaao* 
tiona  are  neror  detected  I  forof  allcrimea  thone 
of  thia  nature  are  of  neceaaity  the  wxmt  difficoll 
of  detecdon.  Hie  caaea,  too,  >n  wMch.tfae 
crime  is  detected,  but  Uie  matter  compromiaed 
between  the  injurad  huaband  and  the  guilty 
paramour  of  hia  wi&^  are  much  more  numerooa 
than  ia  gmerally  auppoaad.  There  ham  of  late 
been  aereral  compromiaea  of  thia  kind,  in  whidi 
aome  of  the  moat  eminent  peraona  in  tibe  coun- 
try have  been  the  guilty  pardea.  A  noble  and 
temed  Lord,  whoae  name  meets  one'a  eje  in 
afanoet  every  newspaper,  is  said  to  have  lately 
paid  liie  immenae  sum  of  10,0001  to  get  the 
proeeedmgs  st^ed  which  were  conmienced 
against  him,  for  crim.  con.  with  a  lady  who  used 
to  figure  prominently  in  all  the  movements  of 
the  faahionable  workL  It  was  a  general  remarfc, 
when  another  noble  Lord  was  dragged  into  the 
Court  of  Common  Fleaa,  aome  months  ago^  al 
the  instance  <rf  the  husband  of  a  literary  lady, — 
that  there  were  but  fewnoblemen  in  a  numeroua 
assembly  to  which  he  belonged,  who^  were  the 
IruA  known,  were  not  equally  liable  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  ia  the  same  way.  Theae  aristo- 
erstic  ollSandera  have  no  aenae,  even  in  auch  caae^ 
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of  die  enonmty^tlieir  guilt  Tba  kijiiry  (htif 
do  tbe  husbcod,  aod  the  degmiB&m  tiiey  en* 
tail  oa  tlie  ftmilj  in  die  event  cf  detectton, 
are  oonaidenitioiis  which  never  enter  their 
minds.  They  prefer  married  wcnumi  for  their 
Bmoxurs,  because  tbe  dianee  of  detection  b  not 
80  great  I  have  heard  ccMnputations  made  as 
to  the  proportbn  of  the  male  members  of  the 
Hi^ber  dassea,  who  are  giii^  in  thb  reqpeei^ 
compared  with  thoee  who  are  guiltkss.  I  will 
notg^ve  thoBe  computations :  they  would  a{q)ear 
incredible  to  aH  unacquainted  with  the  laxity  of 
morals  which  prevails  among  our  male  ariste* 
cmcy  in  London.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  it 
■  18  beyond  all  doubts  that  die  extent  to  which 
die  crime  of  polluting  the  marriage  bed  is  carried 
IS  fcigbtfolly  great 

If  tbe  crime  were  snsoeptible  of  further  ag« 
gravationy  that  aggrsi^tion  would  consist  in  the 
fact  of  its  being,  in  die  majority  of  cases,  com- 
mitted by  the  friend— by  a  person  calling  him- 
self sOy  at  least-^of  tbe  injured  husband.  A 
man  is  introduced  to  the  house  of  a  married 
friend :  he  is  loaded  with  acts  of  kindness^  and 
receives  eveiy  attention:  the  return  he  makes 
is  to  seduce  the  wife  of  him  who  had  shown  him 
80  much  frriendship. 

Qfdiemoralsi  in  dus  xe^teet,  of  our  maonipd 
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female  atriBtocracy,  the  less  that  b  said  ihe 
better  tat  them.  If  the  *<  lords  of  the  creation," 
as  the  male  hbertmes  delight  to  call  themselves, 
were  repulsed  as  they  ought  to  be  when  making 
improper  advances,  they  would  not  be  in  such 
haste  to  repeat  their  unprincipled  attempts. 

Look,  again,  at  the  aristocracy  in  their  pecn- 
niaiy  transactions.  Ask  those  whd  have  been 
&ted  to  deal  with  them  in  money-matters,  their 
opinion  on  the  subject.  If  the  aristocracy  can 
only  get  money,  they  care  not  whence  it  cornea^ 
nor  by  what  means  it  is  procured.  They  take 
credit  from  tradesmen  wherever  they  can  get  it; 
but  without  perseveriiiig  dunning  they  will  bever 
dream  of  paying  their  accounts — ^very  often  not 
with  all  the  dunning  in  the  world.  Thousands 
of  tradesmen  are  yearly  ruined  from  the  amount 
of  unpaid  aristocratic  debts  on  their  books. 
Does  this  give  the  titled  <<fiEishionable"  debtors 
any  uneasiness  ?  Not  the  slightest:  they  have 
no  compunctious  viutings  on  this  head :  trades- 
men are  below  their  notice,  farther  than  to  order 
and  consume  their  goods.  The  poor  victims  of 
our  extravagant  aristocracy  are  torn  from  their 
fiunilies,  and  consigned  to  the  Fleet,  or  the 
King*s  Bench,  or  some  other  receptacle  for  in- 
solvents :  their  wives  and  children  are  doomed 
t»  endure  aU  the  horrors  of  poverty;  while  die 
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aoCbors  of  their  wretcbediiew  continue  to  riot 
ID  aU  mann^  of  luxury^  at  the  expense  of  a  new 
set  of  tradeflmen. 

Virtne  is  laughed  to  scorn  among  the  aria- 
tocnuy.  Talk  of  a  virtuous  man  or  womaiit 
and  the  term  is  an  unmeaning  one  to  them.  It 
Hss  not  yet  found  its  way  into  the  Tocabulary 
of  the  jasbiopable  /world  Jt  is  no  reoommeadar 
tion  to  a  person  that  his  life  has  been  one  of 
spotless  moral  purity ;  that  ealumny  has  never 
dared  to  whisper  a  word  to  his  disadvantage. 
That,  indeec^  would  only  serve  to  make  him  the 
butt  of  their  ricKcule.  Would  you  be  a  flEtvourite 
in  the  fiushionable  world — ^would  you  be  a  hero 
in  the  aristocratic  circles — you  must  go  through 
a  previous  course  of  moral  and  sodal  profligacy* 
Hie  greater  the  number  and  enormity  of  the 
injuries  you  have  inflicted  oH  society — always 
provided  you  take  care  not  to  render  yourself 
amenable  to  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  your 
CGontry, — the  more  popular  are  you  sure  to  be 
among  the  Hi|^er  Classes  of  London*  The  most 
notorious  rakeS)  and  tfiose  most  distinguished 
for  their  profligacy  generally,  are  ^  quite  the  go," 
— to  use  a  homely  but  expressive  phrase-^-in 
ISiahiottable  circles.  What  are  his  morals?  or 
r^th^,  what  are  his  immoralities  ?  is  never  the 
qwaticm.     Hie  greaf^  sad  indeed  Urn  oafy 
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peiiil;]»-«li6  <«i«8pectabldr--4ih8liB,doeBli» 
tport  a  handBome  equipage?— 4oe8  he  dash 
away  in  fine  style?  **  Whafs  your  opimcm  of 
the  accused?^  inquired  a  mi^trate  of  a  wit- 
ness at  one  of  our  police-offices  some  lime  age^ 
when  wishing  to  ascertain  the  chancter  of  a 
ptrsoii  diaiged  with  some  swinging  traasacCioa. 
« I  kok  upon  him  as  a  very  respectaUe  gentfe- 
man^"  said  the  witness.  ^But  what  do  yoa 
mean  by  the  term  respectable?^  asked  the  m»* 
gistrate.  '^Why,^  said  the  witness^  eiidently 
surprised  at  the  question, — ^*  that  he  mot ee  in 
the  higher  walks  of  life :  he  keeps  his  horse  and 
gig.**  The  witness  was  only  a  little  above  the 
grade  of  a  common  tradesman,  so  Aat  the  same 
&be  standard  of  respectal»lity  seems  to  be  be- 
ginning to  be  adopted  by  those  in  the  middle 
ranks  of  life.  It  b  one  cS  the  greatest  e?ils  of 
the  existing  state  of  things,  that  m&i  form  then* 
ju^ment  soMy  from  external  s^peaianees. 

What  is  still  mcnre  strange  is,  that  the  sme 
disregard  of  a  person's  private  character,  pn^ 
videdalways  that  person  %lo  not bekn^  to  their 
own  sex,  obtains  even  among  females.  Is  it 
not  notorious  that  the  greatest  roues  hold  Ae 
highest  place  in  their  good  graces?  If  you  are 
ambitious  to  beoome  a  fevourite  with  the  Cknmfe 
ess  ut  TUS|  or  the  Hon.  Miss  That,  and  are  win- 
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loBg  to  porehaae  ber  smiles  at  any  espdnse^  do 
by  sH  means  mit  liie  round  of  the  caxdmalTices 
IB  {iauBhioiiaUe  life.  If  you  are  a  perscm  of  most 
csemjdsry  ooral  disraoter — if  you  are  carefiil 
to  have  a  oonscieBce  Tokl  of  ofienoe  towards  the 
Ikity  and  tosRards  your  fellow  meot  yourchauoea 
ef  g&Oing  imo  Ibe  &your  of  the  aristocralkc 
ladies  are  poor  indeed  Hie  rake  is  ^  such  a 
dear''  'with  them:  you  are  a  ^spooney/'  or  a 
**  heflre,"*  m  m  ^^bumpldn,"  or  something  elseof  the 
same  IdmL  it  is  true,  that  towards  the  erring 
membsn  of  their  own  sex,  our  aristocratic  dames 
estand  no  qpen  indulgence:  they  refuse  to  haw 
floy  intgconrse  with  tibem.  Is  dus  because  ef 
aay  drntraotabhorreBoe  of  their  fiailties?  Wase 
Ito  oiiBwnr  flm  question  as  my  own  con^ctioas 
woidd  lead  me»  I  might  be  diarged  with  a  want 
of  dmnly.  it  is  bett^,  pedbapsi  lo  take  the 
epnnott  of  aaa  sf  themselves,  whose  opportuni* 
fiBaivribmnng  aoorreot  jmlgmeat bave  bam 
and  most  faourable.  A^lebmled 
,  «qna%  oelebnBbed  for  faor  Ubmaj^^ 
lahiieuto^and  her  bs8uty,day%  in  fasr  ^OoMtr- 
sations''  with  a  deceased  noble  Lord,  that  **the 
crime  of  conjugal  infidelity  on  the  part  of  aristo- 
cratic ladies^  does  not,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
•memberaofvthfiirsez,  consist  on  the  merejfotf^it- 
iaali.biit  iftaBbwmgitixibe  dsteiM.''    &i|^ 
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pose,  m  otiher  words^  that  a  certain  number  of 
ftshionable  ladies  were  indiYidually  awaxe  of  the 
frailties  of  some  member  of  the  sisterhood,  but 
that  thej  at  the  same  time  thought  the  secret  was 
confined  to  their  own  respective  bosoms^ — they 
would  not  cut  her  acquaintance ;  they  would  re- 
main on  the  same  footuig<7f  intimate  intercourse 
as  before. 

Religion,  again,  is  entirety  out  of  the  question 
among  the  Higher  Qasses;*''  they  attach  no  de- 
finite meamng  to  the  term.  Ask  them  what  is 
Christianity  ?  They  cannot  tdl :  they  know  as 
little  about  those  peculiarities  which  constitute 
its  essence^  as  they  do  of  the  mysteries  of  Bud- 
hism.  Beyond  what  is  contained  in  die  prayer- 
book  of  the  churdi,  they  are  nearly  as  ignorant 
of  the  Scriptures  as  they  are  of  the  Shasten  of 
the  Hindoos,  or  the  Alcoran  of  Mahomet  To 
be  sure^  they  talk  a  great  deal  about  religioB, 
mad  call  fhemselyes  its  friends ;  but  that  merely 
means  the  religbn  of  the  State, — ^the  patronage 
^tndlivipgsinthechnidL  Apart  from  the^Stalie^ 
Hiegr  hoM  there  oould  be  no  such  thing  as  rtSr 

*  I  do  not  know  if  it  be  necessary  to  repeat  that  my 
di>ierTation8  are  not  mtended  to  be  of  univ^sal  appB^ 
cation.  I  rejoice  to  think  that  there  are  inatancet  in 
which  they  do  not  apply ;  but  thty  are  few,  axtfeiady 
tnr,  compared  «ith  the  cases  in  wbfohthey  held  gned. 
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fffOCL  Hie  man  who  avows  himself  a  believer  in 
the  distixictiye  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  en- 
deavouTs  to  embody  its  self-denying  precepts  in 
hiB  conduct,  is  bnmded  with  the  epithet  of  ianiH 
tic, — if  be  be  not  deemed  a  fit  subject  for  a  lu- 
natic asylum.  See  how  they  spend  the  sabbath. 
If  any  distinction  be  made  between  that  and 
the  otiher  six  days  of  the  week,  it  is  in  singling  it 
out  as  a  day  on  which  they  may  devote  theiQr 
selves  more  unreservedly  to  worldly  pleasures. 
Look  at  the  appearance  of  the  Park  on  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  and  compare  it  with  the 
scene  it  presents  on  the  afternoon  of  any  other 
daj  of  the  week.  Is  it  not  much  more  crowded 
than  on  any  other  day?  Does  it  not  present  a 
scene  of  immeasurably  greater  gaiety?  The 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  tejcice 
in  the  return  of  the  sabbath,  because,  while  it 
releases  them  firom  the  toils  of  legislation,  it  af* 
krds  them  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their 
propensities  for  worldly  pleasures.  It  used  to 
be^  as  it  still  is,  a  &vourite  day  for  cabinet  din* 
nen.  And  where  is  the  member  of  the  ^/o%^' 
who»  if  in  good  health,  does  not  spend  that  day 
m  pleasuzable  pursuits,  in  some  way  or  other? 
Caids^  musics  the  song,  and  the  dance,  are  often 
the  accompaniments  to  tiie  pleasures  of  eating 
and  drinking  in  private  Sabbath-day  pipiies^ 
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So  madi  for  Ae  moral  conditioii  of  lite  Higbnr 
Classes  of  sodety  in  the  metropolis!  Their  social 
condition  is  not  much  better.  Let  not  the  sense 
in  which  I  use  the  word  ^  social '  b^  in  this  in- 
stance, misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean  by  it  the 
style  in  which  thby  live;  in  that  respect^  of 
course,  their  social  condition  is  all  that  could  be 
wished^  I  mean  by  the  term  the  feelings  they 
entertain  towards  each  other,  and  the  principles 
by  which  they  regulate  thar  conduct 

I  have  already  alluded  to  some  of  the  forms 
ill  wfaidi  their  insincerity  mamfests  itself :  the 
mane  insincerity  characterises  almost  Aeir  whole 
conduct  What  can  be  more  heartless  than  their 
mormng  calls?  There  is  not  a  particle  of  feeling 
or  friendship  in  them.  They  are  mere  matters 
of  form  t  burdensome  alike  to  the  parties  paying 
Ihem  and  to  the  parties  visited.  Two  Count* 
esses  meet  at  some  ball:  tiiey  shake  hands  witli 
ihe  greatest  seeming  cordiality.  *<  Pray  do  ctH,^ 
says  tiie  one.  *^lwiUy**  says  the  other.  The 
former  does  not  in  her  heart  wish  any  visit  from 
tfie  latter;  the  latter  never  intended  to  cross  fte- 
threshold  of  the  fcnrmer. 

But  view  the  aristocracy  in  the  matter  of  mar- 
riage. What  can  be  more  repulsive  llian  Ae 
picture  which  their  conduct  in  tfiat  respect  pre- 
(I  Were  probate  the  practice  iriiidiezisti  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BIOBKR  CLAmOBM.  9il 


Eastern  oomtrieB  cS  the  psrents  betrothing 
tiiBir  ddldren  to  tiioee  they  have  sdccted  lor 
the  future  hueband  or  wife^  as  the  ease  diaaces 
to  be,  in  their  earlier  jrears.  The  pradaoe  of  the 
Ifi^er  dasees  in  relation  to  their  marriages,  is 
equally,  if  not  more  unprincipled  and  absurd. 
To  call  tbeb  matefaes  affidrs  of  the  heart,  would 
be  a  mo0t  glaring  penrersion  of  language.  There 
b  nothing  of  heart  in  die  matter ;  not  one  whit 
nunre  than  if  the  parties  had  no  heart  at  all — 
than  if  they  were  nothing  better  than  marble 
etatue&  Marriages  in  high  lite  are  viewed  in 
no  other  light  than  business  transactions.  The 
conparative  rank  ef  the  parties  their  fortunes, 
the  "fionilies  to  whidi  they  bekng, — ^these  and 
sudi  like  eonsiderations  are  the  only  ones  which 
are  allowed  to  wdgfa  for  one  moment  in  the 
forming  of  matrimonial  engagements  among  the 
upper  classes.  Young  misses  are  r^uhurly 
brought  up  by  their  mammas  from  the  country 
to  town,  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  season,  in 
the  hope  of  being  disposed  of  advlmtageously  in 
the  London  market  They  are  most  perserer- 
ingly  chaperoned  during  the  season,  which  begins 
in  spring  and  doses  at  the  end  of  July.  Hiey 
a»  exhibited  at  fBUBbionable  breakfasts,  morning 
concerts,  at  the  opera,  at  balls,  ftc,  with  tibe 
new  of  attracting  the  attention  of  some  eligible 
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Udder.  Tbey  are,  in  fiaot,  brou^t  to  the  i 
tropolitan  market,  and  paraded  about  there, 
4nt  in  one  prominent  piaoe«nd  then  in  another, 
predsely  in  the  same  way  as  Earl  Spencer,  or 
any  other  black  catUe-breeder,  would  exhibit  his 
<<  homed  beasts''  at  a  country  cattle  &ir.  Lord 
Byron  has  been  mudi  blamed,  and  very  justly, 
for  authorising  Mr.  Moore  to  choose  a  wife  for 
him,  pledging  himself  to  marry  the  object  of  Us 
friend'*s  choice.  The  same  thing  is  practioaUy 
done  eveiy  day  in  the  fie^hionable  world*  The 
"parties  immediately  interested  have  virtually 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter:  they  are  merely 
passive.  To  be  sure,  in  most  cases  the  future 
husband  is  not  so  much  interfered  with  by 
others  as  the  embryo  wife;  but  tiien  he  b  the 
creature  of  drcumstances :  be  has  to  consult  the 
wishes  of  relations;  and  the  demon  of  caste  is 
ever  before  his  eyes.  In  fashionable  life  the 
parties  marry  to  please  others,  not  themselves ; 
their  own  partialities  ismd  affections  are  put  out 
of  the  question  altogether.  Is  it  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that,  in  such  circumstances,  there  is 
so  much  matrimonial  misery  among  the  Higher 
Classes?  Is  it  anything  surprising  that  separa- 
tionsand  divorces  are  of  such  frequent  occurrence? 
If  tiie  loose  notions  regarding  religion  and  mo- 
rality which  obtain  among  the  aristocracy,  be 
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one  cause  U  the  infidelity  to  tbe  marriage  bed 
which  18  80  ehaiacteristic  of  them,  the  circum- 
stances  under  which  their  matrimonial  matches 
are  made»  is  another.     Where  marriages  are  not 
formed  firom  simSarity  of  disporition,  sympathy 
of  feelingy  ^  and  consequent  aflection,  but  are 
made  mere  matters  of  coBvenience,  it  were  as 
reasonable  to  expect  to  gather  figs  off  thistles, 
as  that  happiness  shoidd  result  from  sudi  unions. 
It  is  true,  that  when  **  a  couple"  are  on  the 
eve  of  mairiage,  the  young  lady  does  every- 
thing she  can  to  make  herself  agreeable ;  but 
it  IS  all  assumed :  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  piece  of  skUful  acting.     The  intended 
husband  also  {days  his  parton  the  occasion.    He 
says  many  fine  things  to  his  betrothed :  she  is 
an  angel:  lus  very  being  is  wrapped  up  in  her: 
he  is  dying  fiw  her :  he  adores,  idolises  her :  her 
amile  is  his  heaven ;  her  frown  would  be  the  re- 
verse.   All  this  is,  no  doubt,  very  pretty,  but 
then  it  ia,  imlortimately,  as  an  Irishman  would 
fitly  dbaraeterize  it,  all  blarney.    Th«re  is  not 
a  word  of  truth  in  it :   it  only  affords  another 
Hwtance  of  the  insincerity  and  hoUow-hearted- 
ness  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  as  being 
among  the  distinguishing  features  of  aristocra- 
tic society.     The  honeymoon  is  hardly  over, 
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pofisibly  it  k  Utile  more  than  b^gon,  when  both 
parties  appear  to  each  other  in  their  trae  co- 
lours:  their  conduct  proves  that  a  particle  of 
affection  does  not  exist  in  either  bosom.  If  an 
open  separation  does  not  ensues  the  parties  take 
care  to  be  as  seldom  in  each  other's  company  as 
possible.  When  they  are  obliged  to  be  tc^e- 
ther,  they  treat  each  other  with  coldness,  if  not 
absolute  dislike.  Murphy,  in  his  comedy  of 
**  The  Way  to  Keep  I&n,"  represents  the  cir- 
cumstance  of  Sir  Benjamin  Bashfiad  really  ley-* 
ing  his  wife,  Lady  Ckmstant^ — as  so  very  ^ngu* 
lar,  nay,  even  vulgar^  that  if  the  thing  should 
beocMae  known,  he  wiU  be  sure  to  be  laughed 
out  of  society»^~faahionable  society  of  course; 
and  will  soon  find  himself  figuring  away  for 
the  special  amusement  of  the  town  as  the  hero  of 
a  comedy  under  some  such  title  as  tlie  ^  Amor- 
ous Husband."  Murphy  in  tius  comedy  proves 
himself  to  be  a  shrewd  observer  of  the  Higher 
CIa3ses.  For  aman  to  say  or  show  thathe  reaBy 
loves  hk  wife,  would  be  to  draw  down  to  a 
certainty  the  ridicule  of  all  his  aristocratic  ac- 
quaintances, on  himself;  and  every  one  knows 
that  the  "^  world's  dread  laag^''  is  so  dread, 
that  the  firm  |diilosopher  can  scsredly  soom  it 
la  most  cases,  ime's  philosophy  shrinks  from 
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die  imequal  conlKct  How  many  tliou8aiidB]ff»- 
fer  ezpofliDg  themsdves  to  die  pistob  of  an  id- 
fsnary,  as  the  least  of  die  two  enb  T 

Wbe»  I  hear  of  ^  matches  of  oonvemeiice  ^ 
in  Ugh  b'fey  I  do  not  pity  die  hridegroom.  If 
be  had  the  requisite  generosity  and  nobleness  of 
feeiii^t  be  has  die  power  of  breaking  through 
die  trammels  of  ftthion;  of  disregarding  all  eon- 
flderadons  el  oaste;  and  singling  oat  for  his 
ittture  wife  some  yoatig  lady  whom  he  really 
levea.  Butno  one  can  hear  of  a  marriage  of  die 
Idnd  to  which  I  refer,  widiout  oordially  feeling 
for  die  onbiqppy  bride.  Poor  creaturel  she  has 
nowiliof  her  own;  she  has  been  obliged  to  giro 
bar  hand  to  please  her  friends.  She  is  offered 
op  a  victim  on  the  altar  of  fashion  or  caste.  It 
^woiild  have  been  infinitely  more  meroifol  to  her 
bad  they  sent  her  to  the  East,  and  compelled  her 
to  lie  ckwn  and  be  crashed  to  pieces  by  die 
wheels  of  Juggernaut.  Pertiaps  the  parents  of 
anstocradc  yoang  ladies  may  starde  at  diis ;  it 
is  stricdy  true  nerertheless.  What  is  it  bat 
inariyrdom  in  either  case? — with  thisdiflbreiieey 
that  in  the  former,  die  martyrdom  is  pro* 
tiacted,— -extending,  it  may  be^  over  a  period  of 
many  years;  in  the  latter,  it  is  instantan^ 
oasL  And  who  would  not,  if  die  dreadfol  alter* 
nattvw  were  imposed  on  fann,  prefer  an  hMtoii* 
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oftein  thought,  when  bearing  of  these  coftTen* 
tional  marriagesy — ^Well,  the  bridqproom  hat 
get  his  bride,  but  what  does  he  get  when  the 
dergyman  pronounces  her  his  wife?  A  piece  of 
beautiful  day,  perhaps»^ust  as  a  statue  or  a 
portrait  may  be  beautiful;  but  he  gets  nothing 
more.  Neither  her  feelings  nor  her  heart  are 
his.  And  what  is  the  person  without  the  heart? 
It  is  the  casket  witbbut  the  genw 

Aristocratic  notions  of  dignity  are  of  -a  piece 
with  their  notions  about  other  things*  Here  t& 
dictateir  of  nature  and  reason  are  disregardecL 
Tbey  will  do  nothing  more  for  therasdlfss 
tllan  if  they  had  no  such  appurtenances  as 
hands  and  feet  In  so  br,  indeed,  as  mesi 
of  the  offices  <tf  life  are  concemedi  those  parts 
ci  one's  person  are,  in  tbeir  case^  superfluities 
Everything  must  be  done  to  their  hands;  it 
would  be  lowmng  their  dignity  to  do  aaytfaiog 
themselves  which  can  be  done  by  proxy.  There 
are  feshionaUe  ladies  who,  if  they  diance  to  drop 
their  pocket  handkerchiefa,  would  no  more^  in 
the  presence  of  other  m^nbers  of  the  ton,  think 
of  stooping  down  to  lift  them  themselves,  than  if 
the  act  involved  a  serious  moral  crime.  A*few 
months  since,  the  Marchioness  of  Lochnabo 
Apopped  her  faandbeidiief  in  her  own  heus^ 
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j«0t  as  she  bad  retanied  from  the  Coloeseimit 
where  she  had  been  witnessing  the  feats  of  the 
Bedouin  Arabs :  there  was^  not  a  nobleman  or 
gentleman  present  to  do  the  amiable.  ^  Adol* 
phusy"  said  her  Ladyship  to  her  German  page, 
whohadmadehisappearance  in  prompt obecfience 
to  the  ringing  of  the  beU :  ^  Adolphus,  call  EDe* 
here.**  EQe  was  called,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
was  in  the  drawing-room.  **  Take  up  that 
handkerchief*  said  the  Miflrchioness^  pointing 
to  the  place  where  it  lay  on  the  floor.  The 
nudd  of  course  did  as  she  was  derired,  and  was 
in  the  act  of  giving  the  handkerchief  to  her 
Ladyship.  The  latter  drew  back,  as  if  somethii^ 
o(Bous  had  been  offered  her,  and  said,  somewhat 
sternly,  <*No»  EUe^  give  it  to  my  Lord,  and  he 
win  hand  it  me.'*  The  noble  Marquis  was  in 
an  adjoining  room,  and  on  the  handkerchief 
being  given  him  he  came  into  the  drawing*' 
room,  and  placing  ft  in  his  Lady's  hand,  said 
in  accents,  of  edifying  kindness,  "  Your  hand- 
kerchief my  dear.**  The  same  singular  no- 
tions of  dignity  are  displayed  in  the  serviEty 
and  obsequiousness  they  exact  of  their  servants. 
And  here  let  it  be  dilstinctly  understood  that  the 
Whig  and  Radical  members  of  the  aristocracy 

*  Her  Ladyship*!  French  waiiing.maid« 


,y  Google 


94S  MsimoFOLiTAir  focnnr. 

faoTie  the  same  peculiar  and  kAynotfoM  of  flupr 
pereonal  dignity  as  the  Tories.  Hiqr  npwai  of 
liberty  and  equality  in  public;  at  home  ^mbj 
exact  the  most  servile  obedienoe  from  att  aroond 
them.  It  is  not  long  since  the  most  Radical 
Earl  in  the  country  discharged  one  of  his  ser- 
vants for  giving  him  a  letter  witii  his  hand,  in* 
stead  of  on  a  china  plate.  Thefse  are  two  of  the 
many  instances  whidi  are  daily  oeeurring  of 
<<much  ado  about  notbin^^'*  in  high  life. 
^  What  extraordinary  notions  of  <£ignity  tbe 
aristocracy  must  entertain  T— will  be  tbe  ex* 
damaaon  of  every  one. 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  their  exalted  notioDS 
of  their  own  dignity^  to  what  acts  of  degradation 
do  many  of  them  stoop !  How  many  of  theni 
have  not  only  associated  for  years  widi  actresses 
whose  virtue  was  more  than  problematica]^  but 
eventually  married  them  1  Nay,  are  there  not 
numerous  instances  on  record  in  which  Dukei^ 
.Earls,  Lords,  &C.,  have  married  actresses  and 
other  females,  whose  virtue  every  one  knew  to 
have  long  previously  ^  taken  to  itself  wings  and 
iledaway?' 

.  See  also  the  conduct  of  the  aristocraigr-^I 
still  speak  of  them,  be  it  again  observed,  as  a 
bo(fy — towards  their  servants.  In  so  fer  as  eat- 
ing and  drinking  are  concerned,  the  domestaca 
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is  frfliiionaUe  houBes  haye,  with  few  exceptional 
no  ground  of  complaint.  It  is  tlie  (tegrading 
estimalion  in  which  thejr  are  held  by  (he  haA' 
Hes  tiiey  serve,  that  eonstitutes  the  subject  of 
reproach  against  the  aristocracy.  If  a  servant 
be  sick,  he  is  at  once  transferred  to  the  hospital, 
and  much  less  interest  is  manifested  in  him  by 
his  master,  than  there  would  be  in  a  horse  or  a 
pointer.  A  servant  dies;  so  does  my  lady^s  lap- 
dog;  the  death  of  the  fermer  scarcely  exdtes  a 
pasdng  i^ottght:  she  sheds  teara,  and  is  over- 
whAned  with  grie(  at  the  death  of  the  latter. 
Stfrvsnts  are  nothing  in  the  social  scale  of  the 
aiistocracy;  the  very  &ct  proves  how  low  is 
die  place  diey  themselves  occupy  in  the  social 
Male  winch  reason  and  religion  recognise. 

To  speak  at  any  length  of  Ae  frivolities  which 
mtB  BO  characteristic  of  fashionable  HjEb,  would 
take  ap  more  of  our  space  than  my  readers 
would  be  willing  to  allow.  The  whole  existence 
of  die  ariatoeracy  may  be  said  to  consist  of  a 
eontiniied  series  of  frivolities.  Their  thoughts 
me  frrvolons,  their  amusements  are  frivolous, 
their  ooeupations  are  Crivdous.  In  what  noble 
oaeapataons  does  one  ever  see  them  engaged? 
Who  ever  finds  them  the  planners  of  any  scheme 
lor  ameliorating  the  condition  of  humanity? 
Wla0  ever  sees  Aem  take  an  active  hand  in 
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promatrng  the  benerolent  plana  of  oibant — tm* 
kflSi  indeed,  they  are  literally  dragged  jnto  it 
by  a  sort  of  moral  compulsion^  or  Ihey  can  for- 
irard  their  ownyiews,  by  it,  of  keepmg  themaeWea 
prominently  before  the  public?    A  meeting  is 
called  to  assist  in  procuring  the  emandpation  fi 
the  West  India  slaves;   Exeter  Hall  ia  foU: 
there  are  SyOOO  persons  present     Among  thb 
number  how  many  of  the  nobility  are  there? 
Lord  Suffield,  perhflq[M»  is  in  the  chair ;  you  look 
around  through  the  vast  assemblage  to  see  if 
you  can  perceive  any  other  member  of  the  an^ 
tocracy:  you  look  in  vain.    The  Northern  Au- 
tocrat oppresses   Poland;  he  stamps  his  iron 
hoof  on  her  neck ;  he  obliterates  her  name  from 
the  map  of  Europe ;  he  tears  the  child  from  tfie 
bosom  of  its  mother ;  he  seizes  the  noblest  and 
boat  of  human  bdngs,  and  dooms  them  to  «uk^ 
loaded  with  chains,  in  the  wilds  of  Siberia. ,  A 
meeting  of  Englishmen  is  called  to  express  th«r 
sympathy  in  behalf  of  the  Poles,  and  to  petition 
Parliament  to  rescue  them  frt)m  the  reoklesa 
grasp  of  the  modem  Nera    How  many  of  our 
nobles  attend  the  meeting?    Lord  Dudley  Stu'^ 
art  presides,  perhaps ;  there  is  not  another  per- 
son of  title  there.    It  is  the  same  in  the  case  of 
all  other  enterprises  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence; you  will  never  find  theae  originate  vMk 
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tte  anstocracjr;  you  will  never  find  them  sup- 
ported, to  any  estent,  by  the  nobles  of  the  land. 
Their  prooee^ngs  in  their  own  house — the 
House  of  Lords — are  in  perfect  keeping  with 
their  conduct  elsewhere.  There  the  great  in- 
tnwts  of  benevolence  and  humanity  are  at  a 
dBscount  Who  ever  knew  a  measure  for  the 
ameUoration  of  the  human  race  originate  in  that 
place?  Who  ever  knew  the  Lords,  as  a  body, 
decide  on  any  measure  sent  up  to  them  by 
the  House  of  C(xnmons,  in  relation  to  its  hear- 
ings on  the  best  interests  of  the  human  race  ? 
The  truth  i^  as  before  hinted,  they  look  down 
on  all  their  feUow-men  below  them,  as  if' they 
were  of  an  inferior  order  of  creation.  They  are 
linked  to  the  latter  by  no  bond  of  sympathy » 
they  live  in  a  circle  of  their  own;  all  beyond 
that  circle  are  persons  unworthy  of  their 
notioe.  ^  You  hard-hearted  man,  how  can  you 
remain  so  indifferent,  when  you  see  aU  around 
yon  so  deeply  affected?*  said  a  person  to  a 
stranger  whom  he  saw  sitting  in  a  church,  with- 
out the  least  trace  of  feeUng,  while  every  one 
but  himself  was  dissolved  in  tears  at  the  touch- 
.  ing  sermon  the  clergyman  had  delivered. 
^Why,**  said  the  man  with  the  most  perfect 
Mfig  froid,  ^  why,  but  because  I  don't  belong 
to  this  parish.*^    In  his  own  parish  he  would 
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have  wept  at  such  a  sermon  aa  abundatttfy  aa 
Bay  one  present  It  is  the  same  witb  the  aris- 
tocracy. Nocaseof  suffering  or  of  misery  which 
occurs  beyond  the  pale  of  their  own  narrow  cir- 
cle^ makes  the  slightest  impression  on  them; 
it  i^  not  in  their  parish* 

But  not  only  do  our  aristocracy  feel  no  aym* 
pathy  with  the  distresses  of  those  of  their  fellow- 
bdoigs  moring  in  an  humbler  sphere ;  diey  would 
deem  it  a  degradation,  except  in  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances»  to  associate  with  them.  If  thqr 
have  an  electioneering,  or  some  other  personal 
object  of  great  importance  to  gain,  they  will 
stoop  for  a  time  from  the  dignity  of  their  station; 
they  will  condescend  t6  be  somewhat  familiar 
with  those  whom  they  deem  likely  to  subeerre 
^eir  riews;  but  the  moment  their  point  is 
either  gained  or  lost,  they  cut  all  intercooTBe 
with  the  *^  common  herd,**  and  soar  again  into 
the  lofty  r^ons  of  their  own  conventional  su- 
periority. It  is  true^  we  sometimes  hear  id  a 
literary  plebeian  being  invited  to  their  tables. 
But  what  prompts  the  invitation  ?  Any  abstraet 
raspect  for  moral  worth?  a  feeling  of  honuige  to 
genius?  Nothing  could  be  wider  of  the  real 
fcct  than  any  such  supposition.  A  liteiaiy 
flsan  who  has  raised  himself  to  ctistinction 
iaasked  to  the  table  of  «the  great**  on  precisely 
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tke  flfuiB  gionnd  as  Madame  Malibia%  or  anjr 
odier  cfiUbnioi  uagw^  ia  invitecL  It  is  not. 
firom  reafieet  ta  the  iodhidual  himself  or  firom 
idniVtratign  of  hia  oammandiog  talaato;  it  is  be* 
oaoae  of  the  annmiement  hia  wit  or  oonyersational 
jlowexB  ai&nd.  To  be  sore;  they  do  not  offer  him 
2a&»  or  KBj  odier  mmf  f<v  hia  brilliaat  jconter- 
aalieii^  aa  they  do  Madame  Malibran  tor  aing- 
11^  one  of  her  aonga;  they  do  not  do  tbia^  be* 
ciiuae  they  know  ^  would  spurn  the  offer  as  an 
insult;  wink  Madame  Malibran,  or  any  other  prcn 
fennional  penon  engaged  for  aristpcratie  amuse-* 
men^  expects  the  sum  aa  a  matter  of  course* 
But  the  man  of  genius^  the  person  of  literary 
diatinetioD,  is,  I  repeal,  virtually  asked  to  the 
hoiiaea  of  the  Higher  Classes  from  precisely  the 
aame  motive  as  is  Malibran,  namely,  because  of 
the  OLtertainment  he  is  capable  of  affording. 
Let  such  a  person's  popularity  only  decline — 
which  is  a  veiy  common  case  in  the  literary 
world — and  see  how  the  aristocracy  will  treat 
hnn*  Not  only  will  their  doors  be  shut  against 
Umd,  but  they  will  pass  him  by  in  the  streets 
without  even  deigning  to  give,  him  the  recog- 
nition of  a  nod.  If  he  is  reduced  to  poverty,  as 
literary  geniuses  often  are,  they  woulcl  not  be- 
siow  on  him  even  a  shilling  to  keep  him  from 
stanratioD  or  the  workhouae*.  Poor  Sheridan 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2S4  MBmoraLiTftM  aocmr. 

waaamMkofaUe  instanod  of  lius.  Hehadte 
yean  beoi  the  Hfe  and  soul  of  aristocralie  cir- 
dea  by  the  briUiancy  of  Yob  ocmTeraatioii:  a 
oourae  of  diaapation  eventually  exhausted  both 
Ida  intellectual  and  physical  powen;  poTorty 
overtook  him ;  he  lived  fcr  yean  in  a  nuaerablQ 
abode,  and  was  doomed  to  ^idore  all  the  hov» 
nxB  of  want  Which  of  those  aristocratB  who 
had  so  often  been  delighted  by  his  talents  and . 
electrified  by  his  wit,  when  in  his  better  dayB, 
had  either  a  sovereign  or  sympathy  for  lum?  Not 
one  of  the  number.  He  was  suffered  to  languish 
and  pine  away  in  his  obscurity,  imtil  death  re- 
leased him  firom  Ins  wretched  rituation. 

Lady  Morgan,  in  her  <*  Book  of  the  Boudoir,^ 
gives  a  striking  Distance  in  her  own  case,  with* 
out  seeming  to  be  conscious  of  it,  of  the  Csbct, 
tlkat  the  aristocracy  ask  persons  of  genius  in  an 
hunibler  station  of  life  to  their  houses,  not  from 
any  abstract  homage  to  intellect,  but  merely  be- 
cause  such  persons  can  minister  to  thdr  own 
and  their  friei^ds'  amusement  When  known 
only  as  <<The  Wild  Irish  Girl,*'  she  was  invited 
one  day  to  a  party  at  Lady  Cork^s  splendid 
house  in  New  BurUngton-street  Her  Ladyship 
met  the  ^Oirl'*  at  the  door;  and  what  does  the 
reader  suppose  was  the  first  salute  with  wluch 
ahe  greeted  her,  on  the  hackney-coach  door  be- 
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Qig  opened?  '^Whsl,  ao  b^rp,  Oiatm^?* 
«  O  Lady  Cork,'*  staimiiered  out  Glornna,  bjr 
way  of  apology.  ^O  Lady  I14(Qeetiok  i«  you 
are  a  fco^  childt  Here^  Jamea,  WiUiaoi»  Tbo* 
mas,  send  one  of  the  potters  to  Stanhqp»:-0tree^ 
for  Mias  Owenaon's  barp  T  So^  tben,  it  waa 
^  The  Wild  Irish  Giifs''  talento  as  a  peifonMr 
OB  the  harp».  and  not  hersdf  penooally,  that 
wesre  the  gieat  olgeet  of  attraetion  at  Lady 
Cork's. 

The  oon?enation  of  the  arbtoccacy  admisaUy 
anai'irin  irith  their  oondoet  There  is  nothing 
rational  or  iatellectaal  aboat  it;  it  is  quite  ubn 
worthy '  of  hmnan  bili^gs.  Ckiuld  a  short-hand 
writeir  take  down,  nnperoeiyed,  every  word  they 
Qfeler  bom  morning  to  nighty  it  would  be  a  nara 
piece  of  reading;  it  would  constitiite  the  greatest 
Mhel  that  could  be  penned  on  them.  These  is 
nothing  benerolettt  any  mora  than  infeeUectud  in 
it  The  genilemen's  standard  materials  for  eoaSa^ 
bnlation  are  horses,  dogs,  women,  amoursi  in* 
trigne%  &C.  The  foyourite  topics  with  die 
ladiea  are,  the  men  of  comse;  marriages^  baHsb 
the  opera,  dreaa,  and  the  oomparatiTe  attno* 

*  An  instance  of  the  coarseness  of  conrersatlon  to 
which  I  am  about  to  aliudej  as  common  amonf  the 
Hii^Clssass. 
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tioMttfoB^aaotfierttiumgtheiDflelraL  Onlfl 
tfiefld  ixificB  the  latfeer  hsve  certain  set  phraaes 
irfatdi aie  always  on  tiieir  fips.  ^ What  anion* 
aterofamantbatLosdLeadenhanisr  «WeB, 
veaSy,  that  Sir  Charles  Leslie  is  one  of  the  most 
eonceked  pupjoes  I  ever  saw!*  ^  O  what  s 
haadsome  man  the  young  Earl  of  Blessington 
la;  he  has  two  sudi  beautiful  eyes  T  <*  Have 
you  heard  that  ttie  Marquis  of  Hovenden  is 
about  to  be  married  to  the  Hon.  IiGss  Manton  ? 
what  a  numy  he  is,  to  be  sure,  to  popose  to 
sudb  afright:  they  will  not  Irre  together  three 
montiis.''  The  last  ball  at  Ae  Duke  of 
Devondiite^s  wa%  of  cooAe,  diarming.  Tlie 
HreedoBi  and  sev^ity  with  whidi  they  critidae 
eaeh  ollier*8  dress,  and  personal  appearsnoe,  and 
the  general  scandal  Ili^taHt,  itwereimpoeaibie 
fsr  any  but  IheBeelree  to  desciibe.  Those  who 
wish  to  form  some  idea  of  it  must  consult  the 
fuifaionaUa  noveb  writtai  by  some  of  their 


Mr.  Isaac  Tomkinsy  alias  Lord  Brougfaan^ 
qieakiag  of  the  fcivetoftts  character  of  aiialo- 
onrtic  conversafeinny  says-^^AWhoever,  after 
pasdng  an  evening  in  this  (ariistoGratic)  so- 
cietyy  shall  attompt  to  recollect  the  substance 
of  the  cpQTttaation  will  find  himself  engaged  in 
a  hopeless  task.    It  would  be  easier  to  reeoid 
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&e  dMO^^  of  cokiat  in  a  piffMii'lB 
the  0erie8  of  soundB  made  by  an  McHwi  •hatpi 
or  the  forms  and  huaa  of  an  antoia  boiwl»k 
AU  IS  plaaaiiig — aU  k  pretty— 4dl  aerrieeable 
in  pasaing  Ibe  ti]Q!»<— but  aB  uBSubetaiitiaL  If 
man  had  sotUiiig  to  4a  heie  below  bat  to  spend 
witboat  pain  or  uneaabiess  the  hours  not  de« 
voted  to  sleepi  c^taialy  there  would  be  no 
reason  to  complain  of  theee  eefasries.  Bnt  if 
be  is  acooantable  tat  hia  time,  then  surely  be 
has  no  right  to  pass  it  tibuSb  Compared  wkh 
this,  dbess  becomes  a  science;  drafts  sttd  badk- 
gammon  are  highly  reqieetable^-^ompared  with 
tbi%  dancings  which  is  exercise^  and  every  game  of 
Tompi»  are  rational  modes  of  pasaing  the  bonrs;-^ 
compared  with  this»  it  Js  worthy  of  a  mlional  be- 
ing to  read  the  most  frivokms  romance  that  was 
ever  penned,  or  gaze  upon  the  pooiMt  nunno 
thai  ever  stratted  on  the  itage.'' 

Their  conversation i8»a]so^. often  of  ^  coarsest 
kind.  That  it  should  be  so  in  the  case  of  our 
sex  is  nof^  considering  the  habits  of  the  male 
members  of  the  aristocracy,  mueb  a  matter  of 
surprise,  however  much  it  may  be  a  matter  of  re* 
gret  But  coarseness  of  conversation  is  not  con- 
fined to  them;  numbers  of  the  ladies  have  ac- 
quired an  unfortuni^  distinetioiii  that  way.: — 
«  What  savage  is  that  with  a  fuse  like  a  boiled 
lobster^  inquired  Lady  Mortiair,  of  one  of 
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ker  teiale  iteds  at  tlie  kst  Almacks  of  liie 
pnse&t  year,  ponriang  at  the  bame  time  to  s 
genttwnan  Rttiag  opposite. — <<  My  goodneae  f 
my  dear  MardiioiieB8»''  said*  the  Honourable 
MiflB  Lundy  to  the  MarddoneBs  of  Leanungtoiif 
aa  they  both  sat  together  a  few  weeks  sinee  ni 
the  opeiii4M>x  of  the  kttw,  ^  my  dear  Mar- 
chkmessi  who  is  that  sbe^beary  wi&  her  blowsj 
hair  and  ftoe  like  a  piekled  cabbage,  sitting  in 
the  Ducheas  of  St  Alban^s  box."— «  Thai  Mies 
Oeveland,  with  her  overgrown  crop  of  hair 
hanghig  about  her  neok,  looks  like  a  water  spa- 
nieL''— "<  Oh^^  I  can't  endure  the  sight  of  that 
mountain  of  homanity;  that  beetle  squasfaer. 
Lord  HMry  Manning." — <^  The  very  right  of 
that  ugly  wretch,  Miss  Bruce,  makes  me  sicken.^ 
— ^  Look  at  that  laughing  hyena;  that  piece  of 
Tu^aiky,  Bfiss  Tomkina.*''— *^  Did  you  eyer  see 
such  a  brute  as  Ihat  Lord  Brondon  is  ?"' — ^  I 
cadd  dKg  that  horrid  woman's  eyes  out;  she  is 
always  taOdng  so  maliciously  of  me." — **^  I  am 
«ck  to  death  of  that  vulgar  beast,  Lord  Mont^ 
gomeiyrdid  you  ever  see  such  a  booby  ?*—"Oi 
I  could  box  llie  ears  of  that  wretched  creature^ 
Miss  Vernon  r 

Sudi  are  some  of  the  flowers  of  rhetoric 
which  are  great  fiivourites  with  the  ladies  who 
figure  in  tiie  fiishionable  world  Those  who 
wiah  to  see  a  more  extended  catalogue  will  find 
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It  ID  «<  TaloB  of  Faibion  and  Reamj^"  hJbAj 
written  by  two  of  the  partieB  tfa0iii0dve8-i--ftlio 
MiflBea  Candrno  Frederica  and  Hemietta  Bean- 
dark. 

TTiia  liabit  of  taOdng  ia  ooane  language 
aometimes  leads  young  ladies  into  unpleasant 
predicamentB,  ^  Who  is  that  ckunqF  Turicofa 
fellow  sittii^  directly  opposite  ?"'  said  the  Hon. 
Miss  Mandon,  at  the  last  ball  at  Deironshive 
House,  to  a  ^  detrimental  **  with  whom  she  was 
flirting  ^  in  fine  style,''  though  the  introduction 
had  been  but  of  recent  date. 

**  That  clum^  Turk  of  &  fellow,  madam,  is 
my  elder  brother.'' 

^  Who  is  that  sow  of  a  woman  at  the  other 
en^  with  her  back  to.us,  q^eaking  to  the  Duke 
of  Mannaby  ?"  said  Miss  01enliTat»  to  the  part- 
ner witti  whom  she  had  just  danced,  at  a  kte 
ball 

^  1^  sow  of  a  woman,  misdam,  is  the 
Duchess  of  Bradford,  and  I  have  the  honour  to 
be  one  of  ber  pigs." 

Conoeiye  the  confusion  of  young  ladies  in . 
diese  and  similar  cases. 

It  is  the  fashion  in  aristocratic  life  to  despise 
ererytlnqg  English  and  to  admire  eyerythtng 
foreign  It  would  be  deemed  vulgar  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  representation  of  any  of  the  plays  of 
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our  fin^hdnmiifkts:  if  the  tittgedies  and 
ociittediei  of  Sbakqieare  had  no  better  floppoi^^ 
dm  the  YOtairies  of  fiuhion,  we  BhoaU  never 
witneBS  or  hear  of  the  performance  of  any  of 
them.  Tbe  Itdian  Opera  is  the  thing;  fhitfaer 
tfiey  crowd  erery  evening  R  is  open.  Tlie 
dreasea  of  llie  ladiea  oonid  not  be  pat  on  if  not 
made  by  a  IVmch  milliner.  A  dinner  prepared 
by  an  Englidi  cooh  would  not  be  eatable.  To 
hate  their  ddldren  taught  to  speak  and  write 
the £ngHrii  binguage  with  propriety,  is  notlung; 
to  hare  them  instructed  in  French  and  Italian, 
is  eveiytfiii^.  Of  course,  foreign  goTemesaea 
are  quite  in  vogue  in  all  aristocratic  frmSies. 

Some  years  ago,  when  a  shoal  of  Spanish  te- 
fogees  came  over  to  tiiis  country,  their  ^  prodi- 
gious '^  mustachios  completely  tickled  the  fimdes 
of  our  lady  exclusives.  So  greats  indeed,  did 
the  mania  for  foreign  mustachios  become^  that 
no  Duchess,  or  Mardnoness,  or  Countess^  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  go  to  the  Opera  without  soime 
Spanish  refugee  in  her  train.  To  be  escorted 
to  any  place  of  public  amusement  by  a  foreign 
Count,  is  still  one  of  the  most  desirable  objects  in 
^the  estimation  of  our  aristocratic  dames. 

Articles  of  apparel  of  English  manu&ctuie 
are  fit  to  be  worn  by  tbeir  domestics  only,  or  by 
those  who  manufacture  them :  Oieir  clothing  must 
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\»  Oe  work  ot  fcreign  bmidB.  The  fmaiaa  d 
Ae  aarifltocratic  ladies  of  Ewglaari  ibr  ererytbiiig 
fcmgn,  often  leada  fliein  to  commit  mortifying 
bhinden  in  thdbr  sbojqping  Tints  when  on  the 
CSootineat  About  two  numths  giace  Lady  Kiib- 
botton  went  into  s  shop  in  Parian  and  aaked 
a  flight  of  the  beat  Bruaaela  lace  veib  en 
baad:  a  lot  waa  ahown  her:  one  aiiited  her 
taate;  ahe  aaked  the  pri6e.  Forty  gmneaa  was 
the  loweat  She  thought  it  high,  but  pud  down 
the  money,  and  took  the  artide.  In  a  fsri- 
i^gbt  afterwazda  ahe  aet  out  for  fingland.  But 
bow  waa  ahe  to  prevent  the  <<  magmfieent  wl" 
htiog  aeiAed  by  the  exeiae  ofBeera  aa  ^  amug- 
1^  goodft.^  She  thought  the  better  way  would 
be  to  wetr  it  in  oroaaing  die  ChamieL  She  did 
80.  It  waa  aeized  on  her  arrivaL  Her  regtet 
wae  extreme:  all  her  viaiona  of  making  a  '<dadb- 
iagappeanme^  with  it,  at  once  fled  for  ever.  In 
a  hw  nmmlea.the  officer  returned,  and  putting 
Ae  veU  into  her  handa,  aaid,  <<  Here,  madam, 
iayour  vefl;  on  a  cloaer  inapecttcm,  we  find  it  ia 
not  of  Bruaaek  but  of  Bridah  manuftcture."" 
Ibe  Parinan  had  <«  done''  Lady  Kimbolton:  he 
had  inqiorted  the  article  from  England  at  Itai 
dima  e  tenth  part  of  the  price  at  which  be  aold  it 
to4er.  Her  Ladyahip  waa  now  aa  much  mortt- 
fled  at  tbe  impoaidon  praedaed  on  her»  aa  ahe 
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liad  been  grieved  when  Ae  yeil  was  seized  by  ibe 
6ii8tom-house  officer. 

Those  irfio  do  not  look  below  the  iraTfiice  of 
Aings  would  naturally  conclude,  ibat  Ae  upper 
dasses  are  the  happiest  of  the  human  species. 
There  could  not  be  a  more  erroneous  opinion. 
They  feel  the  workings  of  a  spirit  of  envy  to 
an  extent  unknown  and  undreamt  of  by  those 
ntho  move  in  a  humbler  sphere.  A  desire  not 
only  to  cope  with,  but  to  distance  their  a(e- 
•quaintanceSi  as  respects  their  style  of  living,  and 
their  importance  in  the  fashionable  circles,  ws 
tuates  every  breast  The  consequence  i^  that 
Ae  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Higher  CSaases 
are  living  br  aboVe  their  means.  Hence,  be- 
tween thdr  ambition  to  keep  up  appearanoes, 
the  everlasting  dunning  of  thdr  creditora,  die 
visits  (tf  bailiflb,  and  the  fear  of  being  obliged  to 
retrench,  if  not  of  being  domiciled  in  some  re- 
ceptacle for  the  ^^distressed  in  circumstances,* — 
they  are  the  victims  of  horrors  of  which  none 
but  those  who  have  been  in  a  similar  situation 
can  form  any  conception.  To  see  an  acquaint- 
ance eclipse  them:  to  see  him  sporting  an 
^uipage,  or  keeping  up  an  establishment  widi 
which  he  cannot  vie,  is,  to  the  votary  of  fiisfaion, 
iJie  very  consummation  of  earthly  misery.  How 
many  hundreds  of  our  fitshionables,  when  their 
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Bity  compek  tbem  to  break  up  their  esta- 
bfishmentB,  end  their  woes  by  ending  their  ex- 
istence !  Of  all  idolaters,  those  who  worship  at 
the  shrine  of  fashion  are  the  most  enslaved  and 
wretdied. 

I  have  said  that  the  majwity  of  the  sristo- 
cracy  live  &r  above  thar  means.  Mr.  Bulwer 
sqrB  that  three^fourths  of  their  estatc^s  are  mort- 
gaged  to  Jews.  I  believe  he  does  not  exagge^ 
rate. '  To  raise  the  means  nescessary  to  keqp  up 
thor  estahliihments,  and  to  enable  them  to  gra- 
tify their  paasicHi  fer  dissipation,  often  entails  on 
them  an  amount  of  misery  of  whieh  none  bat 
tfaemsehres  can  have  any  idea.  They  are  at  the 
mercy  orsome  forty  or  fifty  rapacious  Jews: 
they  have  in  t)ie  first  instance  to  submit  to  the 
niost  humiiiatmg  expedients^-not  to  mention  tfie 
extortionate  nature  of  the  terms— before  they 
Gsn  possess  themselves  of  the  required  sunu 
Then  comes  the  repayipent  of  the  principal,  or 
the  payment  of  the  extravagant  rate  of  interest 
Tliey  implore  a  litUe  indulgence :  they  do  every- 
thing hut  literally  M  on  their  knees  in  supfdli- 
cadng  a  temporary  forbearance.  They  mi^t 
as  soon  address  their  entrealiea  to  the  stone 
pillan  of  the  Royal  Exchange.  Those  Shylocfcs 
hme  not  an  atom  of  feelmg  in  their  bosoms ; 
they  haye  not  a  particle  (rf  compassion  in  their 
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eorapositioiL  llieir  noble  Tictiiiis  can  only  pixr* 
diase  a  temporary  reliei^  by  putting  themselyes 
«till  more  in  their  power :  additional  fiecuiity^ 
snd  a  yet  more  extravagant  rate  of  interest,  aie 
the  only  conditions  on  which  a  new  loan  will  be 
granted,  or  the  term  of  Ihe  old  one  renewed. 
It  wittscarcely  be  believed,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
a  tskCt,  that  there  are  hundreds  of  our  aristo- 
cnlcy  so  entir^  at  the  mercy  of  a  posse  of  Jew 
moneylenders,  Aat  Ihey^are  oMiged  to  cringe 
to  them,  and  fawn  on  (iiem,  like  the  veriest 
slaves  to  their  tjrrannieal  masters.  Let  one  of 
these  rich  harassing  JeWs,  only  write  Ins  anto- 
Uography  with  fidelity,  and  be  would  have  eir. 
eumstanoes  to  state,  and  scenes  to  diadose,  re- 
specting his  transactions  widi  the  embarrassed 
members  of  the  aristocracy,  at  the  contempbu 
tion  |of  which  the  world  would  stand  aghast  f 

What  I  have  just  said  chiefly  applies  to  (be 
male  membels  of  the  bon  feti.  The  female 
wershippers  of  ihe  stem  goddess  are  equaBy 
wrefeehed.  A  married  lady  comes  to  town  with 
her  marriageable  daughters;  she  comes,  of  course, 
fbr  the  purpose  of  ^  catdung^'  husbands  for 
ttMon.  She  has  hmg  been  making  every  preps* 
ration  in  her  power^  pecuniary  and  otherwise, 
far  commendi^  ^  chase  wiA  every  possiUa 
admstage.    It  may  be  that  some  of  her  most 
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TiloflUe  jewda  are  in  tii6  hands  of  some  rap^ 
dons  Jew,  as  tiie  only  security  she  could  ghB 
jbr  an  adranee  of  money.  She  phmges  into 
the  yery  Tortex  o(  finhionable  life :  her  mind  is 
constantly  on  Ae  rack,  both  by  day  and  night, 
to  play  die  part  of  a  sidlftil  chaperon.  It  is 
not  enough  that  she  get  her  dai^htera  off  hear 
hand:  Ae  tnust  take  care  she  does  not  catch  a 
Tartar,  namely,  a  "detrimental,'*  for  them;  or, 
which  is  more  Bkely  to  be  the  case,  that  they  do 
not  cstA  liiis  dass  of  personages  for  them- 
sehres.  Tliese  "  detrimentals,''  which  translated 
bxto  plam  English  means  younger  sons,  with  a 
hundred  and  fity,  or  two  hundred  a-year,-— are 
of'  necessity  a  much  more  numerous  race  tfaacn 
die  older  sons,  wbo^  m  addition  to  the  titles 
always  inherit  the  estate.  The  detrimentals 
are,  peiiiaps,  to  the  *'  prizesy^^-that  is,  theektet 
soDB^-^is  the  proportion  of  three  to  one.  Here 
tne  madiematical  chances  of  an  errolr  are  ap* 
palBng  to  contemplate ;  but  putting  the  mere 
quesdon  of  numbers  out  of  Tiew,  the  danger  of 
a  ^fital  mistake"  is  great,  owing  to  the  «  spice 
of  the  romanttc^"  which  is  generally  to  be  (bund 
in  those  young  misses  just  emancipated-  fretf 
the  bondage  of  the  boarfing-Mhool,  or  tiie 
dei^podsm  of  tfie  home-governess,  with  fhefa* 
bsada  Gtammed  with  tito  siddy  sentunentafitiw 
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ef  modem  noyels.  CoroiietB  are  baubles  in 
A&x  eyes — ^titles,  paltry  disdnctioBS — fortune^ 
flo  much  lumber.  To  be  married  to  an  oflloer 
in  the  aniiy»  inik  hia  guinea  a  day»  or  to  sooie 
« handsome  young  maxi,''  with  SOOL  aryeaa^ 
wodld  insure  them  perfect  and  uninterruptod 
bliss.  To  steer  dear  of  these  detrimentals, 
who^  by  a  sort  of  ill-starred  £Bitality,  are  always 
crossing  hw  path,  is  a  task  wbid  requires  die 
most  consummate  tact,  and  costs  every  mother 
who  chaperons  her  daug^ter^  a  world  of  anxieCj:. 
flqual  tact  and  equal  amdety  are  requisite  to 
follow  iq>  the  pursuit  of  the  prise  she  has  in  her 
ey^  with  toy  chance  of  suooess.  She  soon 
leainaL.how  many  odieis  are  running  a  race  with 
her:  she  soon  perceived  that  a  host  of  caps  axe 
set  at  the  same  ^  elder  son.^  Perhaps  just  as 
she  fancied  all  was  safe — that  the  game  wis 
her^a,  she  sees  some  competitor  gallop  up  and 
SBatdi  it  in  triumph  from  before  her  eyes.  Imiu 
gine»  those  who  can,  what  must  be  the  feelings 
of  a  mother  when  she  thus  finds^  in  a  moment 
that  all  her  labour  is  lost  Perhaps  the  season 
is  drawing  towards  a  close :  in  that  case  she 
must  resign  herself  to  deq>air.  It  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  die  succeeded  in  raising  Aa 
money  to  commence  the  campaign:  that  monej 
is.allqpent:  berhsUs,  and  parties,  and  ppeni. 
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bei»  bsve  all  gone  for  notfamg;  and  Bhe sees  no 
satiooal  prospeet  of  being  able  to  ^chance* 
aaotlier  aeaaon.  Her  daughters  must  either  re- 
main on  her  hands  for  life»  or  she  must  concur 
m  their  auurrying  <<  Chose  beggars,"  the  detri* 
■MOtah  HorriUe  alternative  I  What  misery 
can  equal  this?  Echo  answerer— What ^msery 
€sn  equal  thb?  That  of  the  young  misses  ap- 
yaoadies,  though  it  tloes  not  equid  it  Mamma, 
as  I  hare  already  mentioned,  constantly  puts  all 
her  ingenuity  into  requisition  to  keep  them  out 
fd  Hie  detrimiwtatf--^which  is  another  term  for 
liarm's — way.  She  forces  them  to  keep  company 
witfi  these  for  whose  cosspany  their  romantic 
notmna  had  inspured  them  with  a  supreme  oon- 
tsmpt  To  he  denied"  the  society  of  those  of 
tfie  opposite  sex  whom  they  love^  and  to  be 
^«b^ed  to  smeciatci  with  these  they  dislike^  are 
two  BMst  pralillc  souroes  of  uniiappiness  to  tbs 
onmanied  females  in  the  upper  ranks  of  lift. 
A  tfaipd  is,  Ae  feeling  of  rivahry  ^hich  exists 
al  young  nusses.  It  is  the  perfection  of 
i  for  one  young  lady  to  see  herself 
Mf^eded  by  the  marriageable  men,  while  they 
Isprish  their  saienliens  on  seme  of  her  &Tourite 
•equmntances.  And  a  young  lady  s  perceptions 
mn  Twaak  sWy  qusA-^-cften  much  quicker  than 
Hiafeet  wsCTMrta    in  all  matters  ef  this  kin  « 

ii2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MB  aixnojpoLiCAN  BOGonr. 

£310  is,  in  other  wordfl^  uiigjalttl j  dflSlHOVM  ill 
coUectiBg  materials  for  her  tywn  mseij.  To 
see  snotfaw  surpass  hec  in  the  elegiwfie  or  liek- 
ness  of  her  dxess,  is  also  a  somce  of  suprenae 
ausery  to  a  young  lady*  Then  there  is  the 
loving  to  distraction  some  one  whose  aft»^0BS 
ai^  placed  on.asiolher»  or  whom,  from  their  ae* 
ddental  circuiastaneeBb  there  is  not  the  least 
cbanee  of  ever  being  hex's.  Theses  and  inma* 
m^able  other  thuo^gs  wfaidbi  to  ua  appear  quite 
unimportant,  often  reader  the  fair  bqaonw  /of 
young  ladies  in  the  I%her  walks  ci  lifi%  fke 
seat  of  unij^rable  wretchedness.  One  who 
iooks  at  such  matters  superficiaUy^  enteis  ahatt- 
roonv  and  sees  a  smile  on  every  youtfaftd  fsnafe 
countenance  before  Uan :  he  concludes  tkcnr  is 
nothing  but  hapjuness  there.  Could  he  unveil 
each  boeom  he  would  find  a  mass  of  miseiy 
beneath  the  very  sight  of  which  would  sufpeias 
and  appal  hkn. 

Of  the  amMst  of  misery  in  high  Ufonliidi 
results  from  injudidous  msfriages^  I  wiU.  ant 
again  speak,  having  in  a  previoua  part  of  tlw 
chapter  referred  to  it  Besidee,  it  muathe  « 
visible  to  every  person  pf  the  leeet  i^cfstMn^ 
that  to  dwell  on  it  were  i^raecessaiT*  The  v^^y 
habits  of  the  Higher  Claam^  belih  timm^  ^ 
msmed  and  siaglis,  an  o£ 
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Tbmr  life  during  « ihe 
muasD,'^  exUkits  aa  uniDtemipted  course  of 
wfaidi  18  theb  own  fiEiyourite 
iirlMhi  roiwniBg  to  it  Operas^  partios, 
baUsi  keep  them  up  eveiy  succeMTe  noght  tifl 
tlvee  or  irar  o'doek  on  die  following  mormng. 
Langttor  and  headabhee^  and  odiar  unpleaaaat 
fmmtimft  follow  te  a  matter  of  couise  next 
di7;aoddieee  ^natttialilbdiatledkislMirto,'' 
am  almott  'mfmtbhf  aeoaBipamed  by  othenr  of 
amea^naitee*  No  lady,  I  beKeTe;  no^  nor 
gelitemUTi  eiAer,  euir  lodmd  baek  on  the  ball 
or  praBdecuevB  party  of  the  previous  evening, 
witfl  feeliags  of  unauxed  pleasure :  balls  and 
partiea  ace  pleaaaiit  enou^  in  the  prospect; 
in  Ihe  aetreepect  the  painful  immeasiirably  pre- 
pondemtoB,  Aa  nectfooary  eflJBcts  of  late  hours 
and  hot  rooBa8»  and  eaimg  and  drinking  more 
tfaa»  natoie  requires,  oome  various  diseases, 
wJMfay'if  aot  penuaaenliy  deatruotive  of  health, 
de|«fvw  the  partiOB,  finr  a  tmie,  of  aU  enjoyment 
They  revene  Ae  order  of  Nature ;  they  go  to  bed 
wiien  Ihey  ought  to  he  riamg  from  it  It  is  to 
be^espeeted,  therefore^  they  should  be  called  en 
to  pay  the  penidty  whi&  Nature  invariiMy 
exaets  from  thoae  who  transgress  her  lAws.  But 
to  emmifliate  the  soutM  of  unhappiness  in 
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.  I  hare  thus  endMTOured  to  portray  afHto* 
ciatic  ebaracter.  ^  Behold  the  picture  I  f s  it 
like?"  Those  who  have  seen  moet  of  U^  lifiB^ 
and  studied  the  upper  dasses  of  society  OMSt 
attentively,  wiU,  I  doubt  no^  besr  testunony  to 
its  fidelity.  But  I  am  anxious  to  guard  against 
Ae  purport  of  my  observations  being  misQiider- 
stood.  I  do  not  mesn  to  insinuate  that  tliere  is 
anydiing^  idberently,  more  vidous  in  die  blood 
of  the  two  or  three  thousand  who  constitute  the 
aristocracy  of  the  metropofisy  than  there  is  m 
the  blood  of  the  dasses  beknr  lliem.  If  ftey 
are  more  dissolute^  if  they  have  less  of  sound 
and  virtuous  piindi^e  amoog  them,  than  other 
persons,  I  attribute  the  drcumstsnce  efaieSy  to 
Ae  acddents  of  their  situation.  They  have 
greater  iiMslkies  ef  gmtifymg  their  pnifligafte 
propensities  than  the  rest  of  mankind:  theyaie^ 
moreover,  expeeed  to  nnidi  greater  temptations. 
Let  the  humblest  person  in  the  land  be*  end- 
denly  raised  to  the  peerage  and  givelnm  ample 
pecuniary  means,  and  you  may  depend  on  it^ 
that,  unless  under  the  restrmnts  of  sound  ClaiS- 
tian  prindple,  he  will  soon  make  himself  as 
notc»iou8  for  his  profligacy  as  the  nobkaan 
wbo  can  trace  his  title  and  family  back  to  Oe 
Omquest  My  dnef  ground  of  quarrel  with- 
the  aristocracy,  is,  that  wiA  sudi  ddEeds  of  cha* 
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facter  as  I  haye  pointed  out^  Aey  should  arro* 
gate  to  themselyes  credit  fi>r  all  that  is^TirtamiB 
in  the  world,  and  should  hold  themselyes  up  as 
«xemplai%  both  in  regard  to  morals  and  main 
ners^  to  all  bdow  them.  Tliat  I  haye  not  ezag- 
geiBiad  their  yice8>  and  shut  my  eyes  to  those 
wUdi  characteiise  theibfiddle  and  Lower  Classes^ 
wiDy  I  am  mxtet  be  made  suffici^itly  manifiait 
in  the  two  following  chapters. 

But  let  me  not  dose  tins  one  without  payinga 
tnbute  id  admiration  to  the  beauty  of  the  female 
Imiiclies  of  the  aristocracy.  Many  of  tham  are^ 
in  this  respect,  models  of  perfection.  At  the 
Jane  exhibition,  at  Chiswick,  of  die  Horticul-* 
taral  Society,  there  were  present  about  8^000  of 
the  noUIity  and  gentry.  About  one-half  of  the 
snmber  omsisted  of  ladies,  and  the  most  pve- 
judficed  agsinst  the  aristocracy  must  admit  that 
there  were  many  perfect  beauties  among  them. 
The  I^rincess  of  Capua,  the  late  Miss  Smyth, 
wbume  peroonal  attractions  had  been  so  much 
boasted  id,  was  one  of  the  number :  there  were 
aeoree  as  ptetty  and  beautiful  as  she.  The 
asMmUage  of  ladies  ^present  at  the  last  proro* 
gallon  of  Parliament  aflforded  another  display 
of  aristocratic  beauty.  There  were  about  200 
paosent  on  that  occasion ;  and  so  struck  were  the 
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dlBoa  Pereiaii  princes  with  tiietr  dianQi^  thift 
during  the  ceremonj  of  prorogation  tbey  paid 
no  attention  to  die  Kmgor  to  anythii^  but  the 
\  and  their  dauditenk 
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CHAPTER  YL 


MSTROPOLITAK  flOCIETY^THB  MIDDLE 
CLASSES. 

Thiir  iiumber— Immorality  nmcng  tkem— CoiiflUered 
IS  member*  €i  society— Comparadre  amimiit  af 
liappineas  among  them— The  priTations  they  aoma* 
timet  sabmit  to  to  keep  up  appearances— More  sin- 
oerity,  and  straigbtforwardness  among  them  than 
among  the  higher  classes,  but  occasionally  say 
what  they  do  not  meai^— Beauty  of  thdr  women. 

Ths  Middle  Ctaases  comprise  a  very  oonsider- 
able  portioii  of  the  inhalntaiitB  of  the  metro^ 
polls.  What  their  predse  number  may  be,  it  is 
impoeaible  to  say.  Some  hare  sttpposed  it  can 
be  little  short  of  a  quarter  of  a  million.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  number,  aa  just  remarked,* 
must  be  very  considerable.  The  expression, 
Uiddle  Classes,  is  very  comprebeneiye^  but  no 
precsae  limits  have  been  assigned  to  it    My 
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own  opinion  ifl|  that  a  very  good  definition  off 
the  {rfirase  may  be  given  by  saying,  that  tfie 
Middle  CQasses  consist  of  those  families  irhoae 
annual  expenditure  exceeds  250k  or  dOOL  a 
year,  and  who  have  no  accident  of  birdi  or 
station  in  society  whidi  would  justify  us  in 
ranking  them  among  the  higher  dasses. 

Immorality  prevaib  to  a  considerable  extent 
among  the  Middle  Classes  in  the  metropbfis; 
but  by  no  means  to  sudi  an  extent  as  in  die 
higher  and  lower  walks  of  life.    Let  any  penon 
take  a  given  number  of  his  acquaintances  amcHig 
the  IkCddle  Classes,  and  a  given  number  of  the 
members  of  the  aristocracy  of  whose  conduct  he 
ia  oognizam^  and  he  will  find,  on  making  Ae 
Oomparison,  that  there  is  much  less  immorality 
among  the  former.    Let  the  comparison  be  also 
made  between  the  middle  and  lower  classes,  and 
he  will  find  the  result  equally  in  &vour  of  the 
finrmer  class.    If  any  one  take  the  trouble  ta 
compare  the  extent  to  which  the  various  vices  I 
have  mentioned  in  the  previous  chapter,  pre- 
vails among  the  higher  and  middle  dasses  re- 
spectively, it  yfiSL  be  found,  that  though  there 
exists  too  much  ground  for  censure  in  the  case  of 
the  latter,  there  by  no  means  exists  the  same 
ground  as  m  that  of  the  former*    Take^  for  ex- 
anqple,  the  crime  of  conjugal  infidelify;  tfaereare 
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iiiime88i]rd)ly  fewer  instances— due  regard  being' 
Jiad  to  the  comparative  numbers  of  the  two 
daaaea — of  tiiis  crime  among  the  Middle  Classes 
fliam  there  are  among  the  aristocracy. 

Hie  Middle  Classes^  taken  as  a  body,  are  ex- 
cellent members  of  society.  They  may  indeed 
be  said  to  be  tike  bene&ctors  of  thebr  spedes. 
Hie  great  mqority  of  the  many  humane  and 
benevolent  enterprises  which  are  at  once  the 
glory  and  happiness  of  our  country,  have  the&r 
origin  amon^  and  are  supported  by,  those  who 
move  in  the  middle  sphere  of  life.  Is  other 
proof  of  this  than  mere  assertion  wanted?  Ex- 
amine the  composition  of  every  public  meetings 
having  for  its  object  the  ameHoralion  of  the  con* 
dition  of  mankind,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
persons  in  the  middle  classes  of  society  consti- 
tute the  overwhelming  majority  of  those  prfr* 
sent  Is  still  ftnrther  proof  demanded?  Is 
aomething  more  than  being  present,  and  taking 
JMit  in  the  proceedings  of  such  meetings,  necsi^ 
sary  to  establidi  my  position?  Then  examine 
the  list  of  subscribers,  and  see  whether  these  do 
not  almost  exclusively  consist  of  persons  in  the 
udddle  walks  of  life. 

But  not  to  pursue  the  subject  through  all  its 
bearings,  I  appeal  to  every  one  who  has  evei 
thought  on  the  matter,  and  who  is  capable  of 
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tenniig  an  unpiqadioed  (^[^^  itt^Aetber 
tbe  Middle  Clasaes  be  not  &r  more  viituou^ 
both  i&rqpvd  to  their  private  and  public  coih 
duc^  than  the  amtocracy. 

To  apeak  in  tbe  sania  breath  of  iiie  oblige 
tiooa  under  whidi  societjr  liea  to  the  hi^ier  ami 
middle  daaaea  respectively*  in  reference  to  in» 
tellectual  and  mechanical  achievementiy  were  an 
inault  to  the  latter  I  How  many  of  our  nobles 
hare  diatinguiahed  themselvea  by  making  any 
great  diaoovery  which  has  conduce^  to  the  com- 
fart  or  welfiure  of  mankind?  With  the  eiu^eption 
of  «few  inatancea  in  which  important  discoveries 
in  mocalh  adenc^  or  mechanics^  have  been  made 
by  persons  in  &e  lower  walks  of  Iife»  are  we  not 
eaduaivdiy  mdebted  for  those  discoveries  to  the 
Middle  CSasses  of  society  ?  Imight  extend  the 
observadon  to  almost  evexy  great  enterprise,  of 
irjiateverkind*  whether  by  sea  or  land.  All  these 
are  planned,  all  of  them  are  executed,  by  persons 
moving  in  the  middle  ^eres  of  life. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  greatest  errar  ever 
oommitted  by  those  in  the  middle  ranks  of  society 
— «n  error«  however,  let  it  be  understoocit  com* 
mitted  but  by  comparatively  few  of  tbem-^-is 
that  of  aspiring  at  being  received  into  the  dr- 
oka  .of  the  upper  classes  and  a  consequent  at- 
tmft  to  enmlate  the  hahits  of  the  latten    This 
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letdi  diem  to  iacur  an  expenditure  fiur  ebove 
tbflir  income^  and  it  has  the  effect  of  fostering 
a  quit  of  foolish,  if  not  of  criminal  pride.  This 
vain  emulation^  this  anxious  desire  to  be  con- 
sidered better  in  p<Mnt  of  circumstances  than 
tbey  really  are^  is  invariably  sure  to  end  in  the 
mm  of  the  unhappy  persons  who  are  the  sub- 
jects of  it.  It  is  one  of  the  most  contemptible 
of  passions;  it  is  altogether  different  from  the 
qMftfwnendaMe  desire  so  generally  entertained  to 
better  one's  condition  in  life.  The  first  is  the 
result  of  empty  Tanity,  and  seeks  gratification 
in  despite  of  circumstances;  the  other  arises 
from  «  virtuous  and  noble  feeling  which  the 
Deity  has  implanted  in  men's  bofsoms^  and  which 
would  disdain  to  be  gratified  at  the  expense 
either  of  any  abstract  moral  principle,  or  of  ai^ 
individual's  interest 

llie  passion  I  am  reprobatii^  often  leads 
those  who  indulge  it,  to  do  such  ridiculous  things 
as  to  make  them  the  laughing-stocks  of  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  them.  I  know  one  gentle- 
man of  some  commercial  note  who  resides  at 
the  east  end  of  London^  whose  Illative  duties 
call  him  every  afternoon,  during  the  session,  to 
Westminster.  He  invariably  wears  cotton  gloves 
until  he  reaches  Charing  Cross,  not  deeming  it 
like! J  he  will  encounter  any  of  the  **fatibkfOr 
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ables*'  fiurther  eastward;  but  ao  flocm  as  he 
comes  in  sight  of  the  statue  of  Charles  L  he 
doSs  his  cotton  ones,   stows   them    into  his 
pocket,  and  replaces  them  by  a  white  kid  pair. 
He  then  considers  himself  in  a  condition  to  see 
and  be  seen  by  any  of  the  noble  lords  who,  at 
the  hour  of  the  Houses  meeting,  are  riding  and 
driving  and  walkings  in  such  numbers,  between 
Charing  Cross  and  Westminster  Abbey, 

1  know  another  instance, — and  let  it  be  oI>> 
served  I  am  only  speaking  the  sober  truth,— of 
two  gentlemen  whose  ambition  to  be  considered 
among  the  great,  wofully  contrasts  mih  their 
pecuniary  circumstances.    They  are  now  living 
and  have  been  for  two  years,  in  one  famished 
apartment  on  a  second  floor.    There  is  no  room 
for  two  beds  in  the  apartment,  and  consequently 
one  of  them  is  obliged  to  sleep  on  the  sofa. 
This  they  do  alternately,  or,  if  he  who  has  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  the  bed  on  a  particular 
night,  has  occasion  to  rise  earlier  in  the  morn- 
ing than  his  friend,  the   latter  considers    the 
drcumstanoe    quite  a  windfall;    he  leaps    at 
once  from  the  so&^  and  takes  possession  of  the 
vacant  bed    But  the  most  ludicrous  part   of 
ihe  business  is  the  way  in  which  they  manage 
their  joint-stock  of  linen.    Every  one  has  beard 
of  Falstaffs  ragged  regiment,  who  only  had 
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dvee.  8Ufte»  aad  tbeM  all  tatteml  and  tom^ 
among  thenir^^tibougfa  one  hundred  and  iUtf  in 
number.  My  two  heroes  are  not  quite  bo  hiM&y 
ofl^  fer  they  haye  four  tolerably  good  ahhrtB  h^ 
tween  AeoL  "By  an  arrangenmit  wfaieh  I  can* 
not  iffoperly  deecribe^  tb^  always  eontim  to 
haive  one  of  the  afairta  ready  for  any  emerganqr» 
and  wbacheirer  of  them  happens  to  need  it  ftmt» 
is  entitled  to  it  In  die  artide  of  eating  and 
drinking  when  at  tiiek  own  expense^  they  are 
obliged  to  be  remaikaUy  moderate.  They  ve- 
getate OB  next  to  nothing,  and  yet  they  are  in 
the  habit  of  diningoat  and  mixing  with  persona 
mo?m£^  if  not  in  strictly  aristocratic  social  in 
a  sphere  which  approximates  to  iti'  I  admire 
the  man  who  wishes  to  keep  up  his  station  in 
society,  though  Ins  circumstances  are  reduced ; 
but  tbe  individuals  I  refer  to  are  always,  while 
soflbring  so  many  privations  at  home^  striving 
to  get  into  society  far  above  flieir  station 
dther  as  gentlemen  or  men  of  education. 

I  bdiere  no  one  can  dotdit  for  «  moment,  iriio 
has  ever  turned  his  attention  to  the  subjectr 
Oat  there  is  much  more  of  happiness  among  the 
IGddle  Classes  of  the  metropolis  than  in  either 
the  higher  and  lower  walks  of  life.  This  m- 
deed  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence  from 
the  superior  morala  of  the  mkldSe  ranks;  for  it 
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ivffl  always  be  fiyand  ibat  mbnk  and  happinen^ 
wfaedKr  in  indrnduak  or  in  eommunities»  go 
hiBd  in  band  Itie  Middle  Classes  have  few  or 
none  of  tihe  srtiidal  wants  which  characterise 
Ae  aiistoctatic  evdes,  while  they  are  exempt 
from  that  soaxee  of  unhappiness  to  the  humbler 
clnDCS  wfaibh  has  its  origin  in  thdur  inability  to 
sof^ly  wants  wliidi  are  natural  The  habits  of 
penoBB  in  the  middle  ranks  of  life  are  usually 
ngdar;  they  retire  to  rest  at  a  reasbnable  houTy 
.«4faough  it  were  still  better  if  it  were  a  Utde 
eariier.  In  riiort^  they  pay  much  more  reepect 
to  Nature's  kws  thin  these  above  them,  and  she 
rewards  their  obedience  by  making  them  ao 
flBHldi  happier. 

Of  couise  there  are  manfeJLoeptions  to  the 
renaaricB  I  have  made.  But  it  can  hardly  be 
necessary  to  observe^  that  fliere  is  no  rule  with^ 
out  its  exceptions.  If  I  ispeak  of  the  Middle 
Glasses  asi  bein^  odnsidered  as  a  body,  the  hap- 
piest of  tiie  hmnaa  race  generally,  as  well  with 
nioreaee  to  the  metKypoUs  in  particular, — ^I  do 
not  shut  my  eyes  to  the  &ct,  that  there  ars 
abundant  inatanoes  of  extreme  misery  among 
them.  I  will  not  advert  to  the  rarious  causM 
whence  this  misery  arises.  I  cannot,  however, 
help  alluding  to  one  the  most  prominent  of 
tiiem.     I  refer  to  the    reepectable  appear* 
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anoe  wUeh  oertain  inriiwiriMVi  ave  obliged 
to  keep  up  in  sodety,  with  the  most  limited 
mems.  Cases  of  this  kind  are  far  more  nu- 
merous in  the  metropolis  tiiaa  anywhere  else* 
You  see  a  person  with  a  good  ooat  on  has  baiek; 
his  manners  are  those  of  a  gentleman;  yon  jump 
at  once  to  the  conclusion,  that  he  is  a  man  in 
easy  drcumstanoes,  and  that^  m  9k  won^  he  is 
among  Ae  happiest  of  men.  Follow  him  to  hia 
home;  trace  out  his  hiatory,  and  see  how. he 
Kres  for  one  little  weeki  What  sort  of  home 
has  he?  He  fires  in  a  wretched  rooao,  on  a 
second  or  third  floor;  or,  it  may  be^  in  an  attac^ 
hi  some  dirty,  imperfectly  ventilated  part,  of  the  , ' 
town.  What  is  he  ?  He  received  a  good  edo- 
cation,  was  brought  up  in  easy  and  reqpeetaUe 
circamstances,  but  his  parents'  means  are  no 
more  than  suffidenlv  and  that  with  the  best 
msnagementi  to  <<keep  their  own  houae;*^  he  is 
consequently  thrown  on  his  own  resources,  and 
these  are  as  yet  so  slencjter  as  bard.y  to  suffice 
to  keep  body  and  soul  together.  He  eannot, 
perhaps  affinrd  to  have  more  than  one  diet  aday^ 
and  that  consists  of  the  most  homely  food.  And 
yet  Ins  education,  his  station  in  aociety,  and  hia 
proq>ecti^  all  press  on  him  the  deairaUeness  of 
keeping  up  an  appearance^  which,  in  other 
words,  means,  in  hU  case^that  the  badimuat 
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be  attended  to  at  tbe  expense  (tf  the  belly.  Need 
I  say  that  the  physical  evils  to  which  such  a 
person  is  subject,  are  infinitely  aggravated  by 
moral  considerations?    His.  refinement  of  mind, 
and  the  circuntstances  under  which  he  has  been 
brought  up,  give  an  edge  to  his  physical  priva- 
tions,  of  which  none  but  himself  can  form  any 
idea.    A  person  belcHiging  to  the  lower  classes 
of  society,  living  in  the  same  wretched  apart- 
ment, and  as  inadequately  supphed  with  food, 
would  not  experience  a  tilhe  of  his  unhappiness. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  individuals  only: 
whole  ftmilies,  and  many  more  of  them  than  is 
generally  supposed,  are  in  the  same  situation* 
I  myself  have  had  an  opportunity  of  beooming 
personally  cognizant  of  many  sudi  instances. 
I  know  cases  in  which  families  rent  houses  at 
120/L  a  year, — respectable  houses  being  as  neoe&- 
sary  in  their  case  as  apparel, — ^wheve  they  vnB 
have  nothing  deserving  the  name  of  a  dinner  for 
eight  or  ten  days  consecutively;  nothing  ii^eed 
but  a  cup  of  coffee  with  a  slice  of  bread  in  the 
morning,  and  a  pint  of  beer  with  a  dry  crust  in 
the  afternoon.      The  cravbgs  of  nature,  are 
hardly   ever  fully  gratified.      They  are  only 
«  appeased,"*  as  the  phrase  goes.     The  hand- 
some furniture  in  the  house  only  aggravates 
the    privations    of   the    parties.      They    are 
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ifltlj  drMAed;  anderarytbiog  appMB  re^MoU 
abl^afiitidealled,  totheeyeitfvintora.  litlla 
do  those  Tuntors  know  the  Btniggle  they  hcve 
to  keep  up  appearances;  little  do  Ihej  vapptm9 
thej  are  kept  up  at  the  sacrifice  of  many  of  the 
seosasari^s  of  life.  litlle  do  they  Bppnh&uA 
that  ddieate  young  feiiiales»  at  that  time  td  life 
when  one's  appetite  is  usually  keenest,  are 
constantly  exposed  to  the  gnawingb  of  hunger^' 
and  have  constantly  to  resist  a  disposition  to 
wbat  Lord  Bacon  calls  the  worst  of  all  rebellions 
— Ae  rebeflion  of  the  belfy. 

In  the  Middb  Classes  tliere  is  a  great  'deal 
more  of  sincerity  and  straigfatferwardness  than 
IheDS  is  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life ;  but  it  is 
not  to  be  denied  that  thsBre  are  inatanfiftfl  m 
wtiA  they  areguilty  of  saying  what  they  do 
net  mean.  The  cases  to  which  I  refer  are 
die  m(»e  inexcusable,  because  they  are  quito 
gmtmtons.  F<Nr  example,  what  is  more  common 
than  for  one  acquaintance  to  say  to  another  ona 
diance  meeting  together—^  Glad  to  see  you  at 
all  times;  look  in  upon  me  any  day  you  are 
passing.^  A  man  of  unsophisticated  mind— one^ 
in  other  words,  who  is  never,  himse)^  in  the  ha- 
bit of  ottoiing  tUngs  he  does  not  mean— wouU 
naturally  conclude  that  tihis  was  an  iuTitation 
fpevmk  to  him  to  vint  Us  friend,  in  the  most  pain 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


tt4  ummosciswan  ncmn. 

fact  good  tML  A  bBtter  knovHM^  of  Ite 
wsfB of  tibenotropolitn  world,  would  at  oDoe 
convince  bim,  ttiat  he  wa3  quite  miBteken ;  thai 
80  far  from  bring  a  ooidial  invitatioiit  itia,  in 
&ct^  no  invitation  at  alL  If  he  does  visit  an 
aeq[uainti»ce  en  the  strengtfi  of  sudi  an  invita* 
tkm,  lie  wiU  aeon  find  from  the  cold  foimal  man* 
ner — if  notmanifert  surprise  at  the  vi8it^-H>f  llie 
person  visited,  that  he  has  put  a  oonslraetion  on 
the  wonb  Aey  were  never  intended  to  bear. 
But  tihe  same  kind  of  insincertty  ^SspkqrB  itself 
under  another,  and  to  persons  unacquainted 
with  the  metropolis,  still  more  inconvenient  taruL 
Two aeqnamlsiiees meet;  they  ahake hands;  the 
ususl  ^  How  do  you  do?^  and  some  otiber  oon^ 
mon  pkoe  phrsses  pass  between  them :  they  aie^ 
about  to  part:  of  coune,  they  agam  shake  bands 
before  bidding  each  olber  •<  good-bye."  Wa^ 
their  hands  are  joined,  Mr.  Jones  says  to  Mr* 
Soud),  ""I  say.  Smith,  yon^ll  come  od  take 
breakfast  with  me  to-morrow  nmmiag  at  nine 
o'docL''  ^  I  vfUl^  my  dear  faVow,**  ssys  Mr. . 
Smith.  They  part;,  and  neither  Mr.  Jones 
nor  Mr.  Smith  think  anything  more  of  thn 
mattor.  The  dnng  is  perfecHy  well  miderslood 
onbodittdes.  Notbmg  was  meant  by  the  < 
perty  ingiving  tbe  invitation;  nodung  was  1 
ed Iqr  te  other  in  aeeqpling ft.    Howevcrm^- 
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le  this  grstaitom  kisincerity  may  be  in 
tiieoiy,  it  is  {vaetically  faannless  in  so  &r  as  re- 
gards those  who  •  have  been  in  London  some 
tiaDse.  With  strangers  it  is  otherwise^  Not 
tbemselres  accustomed  to  give  inritatbns  wfaidi 
are  aerer  meant  to  be  accepted^  thej  never 
suspect  oHiers  of  bemg  guilty  of  sudb  a  prao- 
■dea.  In  the  sb&plicitj  of  the^  hesorta^  thsfsk 
hre;  they  accept  of  such  invitations  in  earnesii 
and  are  ptmcinal  to  the  moment  apiiointad* 
Jndge  ef  thehr  aetonishment  and  modification 
wbe%  on  going  to  the  house  of  the  party  wlio 
^ieited  them,  they  perceive  plamly  from  die 
eaUness  nf  their  reception  that  they  were  not 
eipected^ 

I  have  often  been  amused  with  tlie  huniori- 
ena  aeconnt  which  a  friend  of  nnne  has  given 
naa  e(  the  incowenienoe  to  which  he  was  piit» 
imB  the  practiee  I  am  reprdbating,  when  he 
fcsT  TieitMd  the  metropolJB.  I  ahatl  give  it,  as 
in^  aa  my  reeoSeetion  wiU  enable  me^  in  his 
ewB  WDrdu  « I  csn  speak  feeSagly,"  he  aay% 
«o»ais  subject  When  I  first  came  tfrLoaidon^ 
iewmiiRlkenttddleof  aseverewinterr  Among 
■■f  fiast  caUs  one  was  on  a  flamilf  aft  tlm  weat 
mtt  ef  Oiind^siDE^  with  whom  I  had  had  a 
giMe  deal  sC  fidendfty  cerreq^ndeaee.  Notht];^ 
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^oolcT  exceed  the  cordiiJitjr  of  n j  reoepdmu 
An  early  day  was  appointed  for  my  dinu^-wich 
my  Oxford-street  friends,  when  some  of  my  «o- 
quaintances  w€!te  to  be  invited  to  meet  me: 
whether  that  invitation  was  given  in  good  fotlfa, 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining. 
*But»^  said  Mrs.  Warrenton,  just  as  I  was 
bidding  the  fiunily  good-night — <  but  you'K 
eome  and  take  breakfast  with  us  to^^norrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock.'  *  Pray  do^  Mr.  Mo> 
ray/  said  Miss  Wanenton,  with  an  apparent 
earnestness  wfaidi  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as 
to  the  ainoeiity  of  the  invitation*  <  Now«  be 
&ure  you  come,'  added  Miss  Letitia.  Mki 
Warrenton  and  Miss  Letitia  were  two  of  tht 
prettiest  young  ladies  I  have  ever  s^en.  Gon- 
ndfi^ng  the  season  of  the  year,  the  earlineas  cf 
tite  hour,  and  the  distance  of  the  place  from  ay 
lodgings,  for  I  was  rending  at  the  time--and  the 
Warrentons  knew  it  fiiU  well — at  the  east  end  of 
the  city, — ^I  lookedonthemvitationasapieoeof 
inhnnianity;  one  ind^  which,  under  ordiaaKy 
dzeumstances,  the  Society  for  the  Pkeventioa  <rf 
Ouelty  to  Animals  might  with  great  peopriety 
have  taken  up;  but  then  I^^haritaUy  omchided 
&U  it  was  the  inhumanity  of  tiion^ileBsneaft 
My  first  feeling  was  to  excuse  myself  ia  the 
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fanrtway  leould;  butthen,  when  I  reoollected 
the  fcecinating  smiles  and  honied  accents  with 
which  the  iuTitatioa  of  the  mother  was  repeated 
by  the  two  beautiful  daughters^.  I  could  not/ 
find  io  my  heart  to  refuse.    I  accepted  the  u>- 
ntation — I  assured  them  I  would  do  myself 
the  pleasure  of  being  with  them  next  morning 
at  nine  o'clock  precisely.    Next  morning  earner 
And  what  a  shocking  morning  it  was  I  I  had 
never  before,  nor  haye  ever  since  seen,  and  de- 
voutly hope  I  never  shall  see  such  another  mom- 
ing.  It  was  at  eight  I  rose.    It  blew  a  tempest; 
it  rained  in  torrents.    Chimney  tiles  were  mere 
]^ythings  in  the  handsof  the  wind,  if  the  wind 
may  be  personified ;  they  were  flying  in  all  di- 
rectioos.    The  sides  of  the  houses  were  water- 
spouts all  along ;  every  street  was  a  Thames  in 
miniature.    Not  a  pedestrian  was  to  be  seen^ 
not  even  a  cab  or  a  hackuey-coach.  broke  the 
monotony  of  the  scene.    All  before  you  was  de- 
solation.     You  would  have  thought  the  metio- 
polis  ]pr4S  depopulated*    As  yet  I  oidy  looked 
out  of  the  window  of  my  lodgmgs  in  Bishops- 
gate-street     My  first  determination  was  to  re- 
linquish all  idea  of  so  monstrous,  an  undertak- 
ing as  walking  to  the  west-end  oi  Oxford-street 
•n  siicb  a  moming.    But  then  the  apparent  cor- 
diality of  the  invitadon  as  given  by  Mra»  War- 
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reoton,  backed  as  H  t^aa  by  the  eiB{Aiatie  sofiei- 
teiioiia  to  comply  with  it,  of  the  MBsseB  War- 
renton,  shot  atiiwart  my  mind,  and  I  dared  not 
diteppoint  them.  My  own  wofd  was  pledged; 
and  nothing  short  of  a  phyrieal  hnpossibifity 
eoald  ever  in  such  cases  mduce  me  to  break  it 
Wen,  then,  I  determined  on  braving  the  ele- 
ments; out  I  niAfaedto  the  street  I  walked  or 
rather  waded  to  the  place  ef  my  destination.  I 
had  an  umbreUa^  to  be  sure,  but  it  was  as  often 
inverted  by  the  fury  of  the  wind,  as  it  was  in  its 
nijtd  position.  As  I  passed  the  end  of  Farring* 
donHStreet,  the  chimney  tile.  No.  7,  after  sundry 
evoliitiDns  in  the  ahr,  alighted  within  a  fewyards 
<lf  my  feet  No.  8  lost  no  time  in  feOowing 
Ibe  example ;  while  No.  9  took  the  liberty, 
after  it  had  wearied  itself  with  its  disportings 
in  the  upper  regions,  of  passing  within  a  few 
mdies  of  my  frontispiece  in  its  descent  to  a  state 
of  tepose  on  ^efm^fimi. 

^Mbst  persons  have  heard  tfie  story  of  Hie 
riiipwrecked  sailor,^  who,  when  cast  on  an  unknown 
shore,  waa  quite  electrified  At  the  sight  of  a  gal> 
fowB  wrih  aman  hanging  ofi  it  in  diains,  because, 
he  very  reasonably  concluded,  it  afbrded  evi- 
dence of  hia  being  in  a  dvifized  country.  H«r- 
itig  seen  no  human  being  all  Ae  way  hitbertOy  I 
was  in  testacies  at    observing  two  chimney 
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sweepB  standfaig  ghiTeting  in  tiand  Courts  Hol- 
boRL  It  was  a  proof  that  the  metropolis  had 
not  been  quite  depopulated — ^that  I  was  not 
^  Aie  last  man.'  To  be  sure,  the  obserfations 
lliey  made  to  one  another  as  I  passed  were  not 
the  most  gratifying ;  but  I  could  not  help  that 

*  Vot  in  the  world  eould  a-taken  out  that  there 
nan  in  such  a  morning  as  this?  ssud  the  one. 
'Voy,  I  don't  know, — I  suppose  he's  some 
tUef  vot*s  been  a  stealing  something/  was  the 
reply.  *  And  fliere's  no  police  to  cotch  him,*' 
rq(Hn0d  the  ftrst  Quite  true;  there  was  no 
polioemaQ.  Indeed,  in  so  fiir  as  the  police  or 
anybody  else  were  concerned,  I  might,  had  I  been 
phpacafly  fit  fertile  task,  hare  carried  off  the  half 
of  L^jdon  wkhovrt  molestation  or  any  one  crying 

*  Slop  tidet*  At  length,  drenched  and  exhaust^ 
edf  I  reabked  the  door  of  the  Warrentons.  I 
knocked  and  rang.  Sdly  promptly  answered  the 
doer.  Nerer  shall  I  forget  the  surprise  and 
faeitor  dejAeled  on  her  countenacnce  when  she 
bdieldiM.  I  am  posidve,  without  being  a  pro-' 
fasaiid  pbyaognomist,  that  she  thought  me  mad; 
<  I  am  afraid  I  am  too  late,'  said  I,  as  I  rushed 
haslfiy  past  her  into  Ae  house. 

«<What  SA  you  say,  Sir?'  bbsenred  the 
vjm^  pijclmig  up  her  ears. 

TOI»  I.  o 
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«"' Too  kte  for  breakfiut,'  I  repeatedL 

*<  'La,  Sir,  there's  none  of  them  out  of  bed 
yet:  I  am  sure^  Sir,  they  expected  no  one  to 
breakSsust 

<<  I  was  Btupified  The  announoement  deprived 
me  for  the  moment  of  all  feeling  of  consdoua- 
ness.  On  recovering  myself  I  quitted  the  house, 
and  never  crossed  its  threshold  since.  .  Had  the 
invitation,  followed  by  such  cruel  treatment, 
been  given  by  one  of  my  own  sex,  my  course 
waa  clear :  but  as  there  were  none  but  females 
implicated  in  the  afiront,  I  thought  the  best  me- 
thod of  showing  my  resentment  waa  by  never 
again  darkening  their  door.'^ 

There  is  another  description  of  gratuitous  de- 
ception which  is  very  general  among  the  Middle 
Classes  of  the  metropolis.  I  allude  to  the  pnc- 
tke  of  advertising  public  dinners  and  public 
meetings  to  take  place  at  a  certain  hour  '<  pr&- 
di^ly,^  while  they  do  not  take  place  for  an  hour, 
often  not  for  an  hour  and  a  hal^  after  tibe  time 
specified  Strangers  in  London  are  often  put 
to  greait  inconvenience  in  such  cases:  they  put 
off  other  engagements,  they  leave  their  firienda  ab- 
ruptly, or  their  business  before  it  is  half  fimabed, 
in  order  to  be  at  a  pubuc  dinner  or  a  putAc 
meeting  at  die  time  mentioned.    They  get  into 
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a  ealn  and  cause  the  driver  to  proceed  at  so  rfr- 
pid  a  rate  as  to  endanger  their  necks,  in  order 
that  diey  may  reach  the  place  appointed  at  the 
««  precise*  hour.  They  get  there  just  in  the 
nick  of  time.  Judge  of  their  surprise  and  mor- 
tification when  they  find  the  ^<  large  room" 
quite  empty:  not  a  human  being  is  in  it  They 
would  haye  been  in  siifficient  time  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half  later.  The  practice  of  ad- 
vertising such  dinners  and  meetings  to  take 
place  at  a  certain  hour  *<  ptecisely,**  when  it  is  ' 
not  intended  they  shall  take  place  for  a  consi- 
derable time  after,  cannot  be  too  severely  con- 
demned  It  is  a  gratuitous  and  perfectly  unjus- 
tifiable species  of  public  fib-telling.  The  late 
Mr.  Henry  Hunt,  though  his  standard  of  pub- 
lic morals  was  by  no  means  the  highest,  often, 
in  my  hearing,  condemned  this  custom  in  the 
most  unmeasured  terms. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  beauty  of  the  female 
bnmches  of  the  aristocracy.  It  were  an  unpar- 
donable omission  to  pass  over  in  silence  that  of 
the  women  belon^ng  to  the  Middle  Classes.  My 
impression  is,  that  the  latten  taken  in  the  aggre- 
gate, are  much  more  beautiful  than  the  former. 
Let  any  one  walk  up  and  down  Regent  Street  in 
a  fine  afternoon  in  May  or  June,  and  he  will  be 
mudi  more  struck  with  the  female  beauty  he 
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iteerws  anong  die  pedortiuois  dier%  dm 
nidi  th«  bemty  ha  witnoaBoa  amoitg  dielacKet 
iriio  take  durir  ^aurmgi^  in  apLendid  eaiiiagaa 
iftdM  Paik. 
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CHAPTER  yJL 

UETSOFOLITAN  SOCISTT^THB  LOWKR 
CLA8M8. 

TMr  MMBd  coiiditimi^PKiFil«ace  of  fexoal  faititr* 
eowie  among  t]ien»— Tlidr  conjugal  infidelitj— 
Their  addictkm  to  drank^neM— Their  want  of  re. 
spcct  to  the  truth— Their  deflcleney  in  honeaty— 
Their  wantofrdigioki— Their  social  condition— The 
tcenei  of  miaery  whidi  are  to  be  witneeaed  ia  tMr 
iiitiliBga-Thfeir  want  oC  aytniMCtliy  inaaoh  ofh«^ 
mOMagB  The  patiaMe  wUh  which  they  mAmM  to 
their  priratiana,  had  the  cheerfulneaa  lometiinai 
•hown  under  them— Streral  traits  hi  their  character 
pobted  out 

Tbs  Lower  CUasee  oF  mmety  in  Hbe  metiopoGs 
is  ft  Bobject  dt  too  extenrife  a  nature  to  admit 
of  JYttCice  bring  done  to  it  in  the  fimited  apace 
^^licli  I  can,  conaiatently  widi  the  plan  at  thia 
woA,aet apart fiyr  it:  AH  I  dudlbeabletodo^ 
w31  be  to  advert  to  some  traita  in  ibeir  dianusler. 
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The  moral  condition  of  tbe  Lower  Classes  m 
Londoii,  is  of  a  nature  which  it  is  painfiil  to 
contemplate.  In  the  case  of  thousands  mdeed, 
all  traces  of  morality  are  utterly  effaced  from 
their  minds.  They  are  as  demoralized  in  their 
tiioughts  and  habits,  except  when  restrained  by 
a  fear  of  the  laws,  as  if  they  were  living  in  the 
most  heathen  parts  of  the  world  Sexual  inter- 
course obtains  among  them  to  a  most  frightful 
extent  You  will  not,  perhaps,  meet  with  one 
young  man  in  a  hundred*  who  has  passed  his 
twentieth  year,  who  can  plead  innocence  io 
this  respect  Were  a  young  man,  indeed,  to 
say  that  he  never  had  any  such  intercourse  with 
those  of  the  opposite  sex,  he  would  only  expose 
himself  to  the  ridicule  of  all  his  acquaintances; 
for  not  only  does  this  species  <3i  immanlitg  pre- 
vail to  the  frightful  extent  to  whidi  I. have 
referred,  but  it  b  openly  boasted  of,  as  if  there 
vrere  something  meritorious  in  it  Among  young 
men,  ^^feats,**  as  they  call  them,  in  this  way, 
are  the  nevei^frdling  topics  of  conversation ;  and 
nothing  is  more  common  than  far  two  or  three 
of  them  to  visit  together  houses  which  are 
tenanted  by  «  unfortunate  girls  T'  The  extent 
to  which  sexual  intercourse  is  carried  on  among 
the  Lower  Classes  of  tiie  metropolis,  may  be  in- 
fared  from  the  bet,  tiiat  it  has  beim  found,  on 
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a  etiefbl  caleulndoii,  that  9m  out  of  every  thvM 
gjrifl,  daug^tefs  of  peraonfl  Id  the  lower  iraUu  of 
fife»  openly  walks  the  streets  before  they  dm 
twenty  years  of  age ;  while  a  great  many  remain 
under  tfaehr  parents'  roo(  or  in  employment  aa 
servant^  who  secretly  indu^  in  the  lice  of 
prostitution.  The  entire  number  in  London, 
of  those  unfortunate  creatures  called  gah  sf 
the  town,  is  estimated  at  80»(MH) ;  eight  thousand 
of  whom  die  a  pvemature  death  every  year. 
This  is  an  appalling  cireamstaDce»  and  I  shall 
most  probabty  make  it  the  subject  of  detailed 
remark  in  some  future  work. 

I  have  made  some  pointed  observations  on  the 
prevalence  of  conjugal  infidelity  among  the  ari»- 
tocratie  circles  of  society.  I  am  compelled  to 
admit,  that  the  same  vice  prevails  to  a  truly 
fnghtfiil,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent^  among 
die  Lower  CSasses.  The  records  of  the  polioe- 
oSees  afixd  conclusive  evidence  of  this.  There 
is  not  a  day  in  whidi  there  are  not  one  or 
more  cases  brought  before  the  sitting  magis- 
tntesy  of  wives  applying  for  an  mler  to  enforce 
mttntenance  by  their  husbands, — ^the  parties 
havmg  separated  because  of  a  too  w;ell*founded 
jeahnisy.  The  husband  blames  the  wife  for 
infidelity  with  some  other  man ;  she  retorts  tho 
chafgOf  and  points  to  proob :  the  truth  is,  thej 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ipe  both  ^ualty  gufl^.  '  Periilfdi  Hiore  me  bm 
Aore  al^iiodant  souroeB  of  saisory  among  die 
Itfwer  Clmaiea,  than  that  of  a  strong  auipidon 
of  eadi  other's  eoBJugal  fidelky.  HowoouUitbe 
ospeetedtoboodiennae?   llwy  have  no  m«nl 
iense  of  the  evil  of  eexual  interooune  witbotb^^ 
No  matter  the  ezitent  to  which  they  indulge 
m  Ae  Tioe^  they  have  no  oompimctiotts  tisit- 
i^gs  en  the  subject     It  aevor  for  a  moment 
ooeurs  to  them  they  have  done  a  moral  wrong* 
UAey  can  only  conceal  it  from  one  another; — ^if 
tl»  husband  can  only  so  manage  the  matter  thai 
his  wife  shall  not  hear  of  it»  and  if  she  can  only 
Sttoeeed  in  kequng  her  deviatiGns  from  virtue 
oaneealed  from  her  husband,  all  is  well;  ndther 
furtf  givea   themselves   any  ferther   thought 
about  the  matter.    Thousands  of  children  are 
i  every  year  bom  in  Loniion,  the  oApring  of 
married  women,  whose  fathers  are  nnknown,  as 
an  Irishman  would  express  it,  ^to  the  modiero 
lliat  bore  them  T    It  is  a  melanchoty  proof  of 
the  state  of  morals,  in  tins  respeet,  among  the 
lower  orders  of  soei^  in  the  metropolis^  that 
the  drcumstaooe  of  a  married  woman's  being 
known  to  aU  her  acquaintances  to  hato  been  in 
Imbits  of  sexual  interoomrse  with  some  other 
party  than  her  husband,— does  not  eauae  them 
to  break  off  iheir  friendship  or  fruniliaiity  wkh 
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her.  Sbe  lienelf  lias  no  eonseioiisiiesB  of  h«r« 
ing  done  ury  wrong;  and  they  cannot  aee my 
harm  in  her  conduct 

The  fearful  extent  to  which  drunkenness  pfre- 
Twls  among  the  lower  orden  in  the  metropolis^ 
aflbrcb  another  indication  of  the  low  state  of 
morals  among  Ihenu  Who  that  knows  anytiimg 
of  Iheir  hatnts,  has  not  been  forcibly  struck  with 
the  great  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  consumed 
by  Ibem?  Ton  see  this  &ct  suftdentily  dear 
in  the  number  of  persons,  of  both  seiLes,  yon 
witness  staggering  in  the  streets  or  rolling  in 
die  mud,  in  those  districts  of  Ihe  metropo^ 
dnefly  inhabited  by  the  Lower  Classes.  But  the 
&ct  is  best  proved  by  the  number  of  gin  palaces 
wluch  everywhere  meet  the  eye,  and  by  die 
vast  number  of  persons  which  crowd  those  T»- 
oeptades  of  ^  blue  ruin."  On  a  Saturday  night» 
or  Sunday  morning,  before  all  the  week's  wages 
are  spent,  these  gin  palaces  are  literally 
crammed  It  has  been  computed,  that  in  fourteen 
of  die  largest  establishments,  about  240,000  pe^ 
8008  are  visitors,  for  one  or  more  glasses  of  gin, 
in  the  course  of  a  week.  In  some  of  these 
gin  temples  I  have  myself  seen  nearly  100 
persons  at  once,  all  busily,  engaged  in  doing 
homage  to  Bacchus.  It  is  computed  tiiat  up- 
wards of  3,000,0001.  are  annually  expended  faj 
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the  Lower  CSasaes  in  tke  metftypolis  oA  tfa^articte 
of  ptk  alone.  Hiere  are  tfcouflaads,^iiidee4  of 
these  Lower  Classes  who  chiefly  live  on  gin, 
— ^tbe  almost  unirersal  article  of  drink  among 
them.  It  is  quite  common  for  such  persona  to 
be  &ree  or  four  days  without  partaking  of  any 
kind  of  solid  food.  Every  &rthing  they  rec^ve 
is  spent  in  the  gin-shop :  they  have  nothing  but 
Tags  on  their  backs — ^they  have  no  fire  nor  fur- 
niture in  the  horels  in  which  they  reside.  Their 
passion  for  gin  is  unconquerable;  it  mnst  be 
gratified  at  any  price.  A  husband  will  see  bis 
wife  and  children  literally  dying  of  wanl^  and 
yet  he  will  spend  every  fSsurthing  he  has  in  the 
purchase  of  this  deleterious  liquid.  You  may 
tell  him  that  he  is  not  only  slowly,  by  indirect 
means,  murdering  his  wife  and  fiGumly,  but  that 
he  is  in  point  of  fact  committing  suicide:  he 
does  not  doubt  it ;  he  is  possibly  impressed  with 
the  JEact,  and  yet  he  is  so  completely  the  slare 
of  his  passion  for  gin,  that  that  passion  must  be 
gratified  even  at  this  most  Mgfatful  sacrifice.  Kay, ' 
you  may  tell  him,  and  he  may  be  aware  of  the 
fact^  that  he  is  indulging  his  drinking  practices 
Mt  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  everlasting  inte^ 
rests:  he  admits  your  position,  but  he  cannot 
help  himself:  his  passion  for  this  most  per- 
nicious (d  liquids  retains  the  mastery  over  him  ; 
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It  inOsts  on  beiag  fed»  md  be  feeds  it  Of  At 
shifts  aad  eiqpedients  to  irhich  gia-Mnlura 
sometimes  resort  to  procure  the  means  of  pn^ 
disang  <<blae  ruin,''  when  all  (heir  bthef^ 
means  are  exhausted, — some  are  as  extraor^ 
dinary  in  di^  conception  as'thej  must  be  pain* 
fill  in  the  execution.  It  Was  proved  before  the 
late  Sdect  Committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of 
drunkenness  in  the  metropoUs,  that  one  woman, 
residing  in  Drury  Lane,  after  she  had  disposed 
of  erery  article  of  clothing  on  her  back,  and 
every  article  of  furniture  she  had  in  the  bousei 
to  enable  her  to  indulge  in  her  gin-drinking 
propensities,— actually  went  to  a  dentist,  and 
liBowed  him  to  extract  at  different  times,  every 
ioo&  she  had  in  her  head— and  she  had  a  veiy 
nne  set — on  getting  fourpence  for  each  ! 

Of  the  number  of  the  Lower  Classes  in  the  me- 
tropolis who  provide  for  themselves  a  premature 
grave  every  year,  bytbeir  habits  of  intem- 
perance, it  were  impossible  to  form  an  estimate. 
The  testimony  of  every  physician  of  experience 
aikiong  them,  goes  to  prove  that  a  frightful 
amount  of  mortality  annually  arises  from  this 
cause.  And  even  those  of  them  who  are  not 
carried  off  in  the  prime  of  life  by  their  intem- 
perance, are  enfeebled,  in  the  vast  majority  of 
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iioth  b  body  mAvSimdi  b^re  t%C7  leodi 
a  fliiddli4ig9^  $BoA  are  obliged  to  be  trandfenedt 
ttf  Wire  thm  from  BltvvalaoB,  from  their  own 
abodes  of  imevy  to  the  workhottBe*  There  they 
MB  thft  folly  of  dieir  iatoaperaie  and  imprudent 
oanraes;  but  then  it  is  too  late  I  A  Yorkahire* 
irho  nvM  eomiaiited  a  few  weeks  ainoe  to 
a£  our  piiiloos  for  feleny,  made  it  his  first 
wark  on  being  locked  np^  to  write  on  the  wall% 
in  the  best  ortbogrsphy  he  oould  eonimsndi  the 
Mamg  coupieC:— 

"  He  who  png9  •  wot's  not  hi«  own^ 
Is  sure  to  coom  to  a  prizson."  f 

The  emur  hty  in  not  recoUecting  tbe  nuudm 
before  he  ^^prigged  wot  was  not  his  own/*  in 
that  esse  he  would  not  have  ^^'ooorn"  to  ^a  pria- 
son''  at  slL  The  victim  of  intemperate  habits 
bsi^ns  to  moralise  on  the  fdly  of  his  conduct 
when  he  is  immured  in  the  workhouse :  the  evil 
of  it  i8»  that  he  did  not  do  so  while  his  moralisa- 
tion  could  have  been  of  service  to  hinu 

Example,  morsliste  tell  us,  is  more  effectual 
thi^. precept  Bad  example,  at  least,  is  un- 
dotibtedly  so.  Of  all  things  it  is  the  most  con^ 
tsgious,  especially  in  one's  own  family*  <<Aa 
the  old  bird  sings,"  says  the  well-known  pro- 
*  Steals.  t  FrisM. 
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ittb^  !<ftb0  young  Urd  leima,''  Tb  exiB«i|fe 
of  gin-drinkkig  vhich  parents  set  their  ehUdren, 
is  canfttlly  Mowed  by  ibe  ktter.  Lktle  eraa- 
taraa,  befoie  they  em  well  ta]k  or  welk^  an 
quaff  their  glees  of  «Hi>lue  riuB,"  without  nudong 
ft  wry  &ce.  When  they  get  a  little  older,  and 
to  earn  a  tixfle  in  any  way^  it  is  no 
thing  to  see  a  &ther  and  son  dob* 
bwg  their  few  haMpmoe  together  to  ^  a 
ipuDrtemolgin. 

«<Chailie^  my  boy,"  said  an  old,  haggard^ 
looking  men,  the  other  day,  to  his  son,  as  he 
stood  opposite  to  one  of  the  bacchanalian  tem* 
pies  in  Drury  Lane, — *^  CSiarEe^  my  boy,  haye 
you  mm$d  any  Uimt  to-day?* 

<<Ye8,  JGather,  tturee^ience,''  said  the  Ettle 
torchui,  who  was  itj^arently  about  eight  years 
of  age. 

^ Bless  your  little  heart:  come^  let's  hare  A 
jotnr  gire  me  the  browns,  and  well  have  a 
quartern  of  the  right  sort." 

<<  The  very  best^  then,  father,"  said  Charhe^ 
tmsfarring  the  three-penoe  to  <<  his  dad." 

*^  Holloa,  Jim  I"  said  the  &ther,  to  a  t^ppliqg^ 
loeking  character  on  the  c^posite  side  of  the 
stveet^  with  his  dothes  hanging  in  rags  about  him, 
and  rejeiimig  in  a  brjmless  and  croimless  hatj^* 
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**  hoIlM,  Jim  I  won't  you  come  and  haTe  a  little 
drop  withuB?* 

«  Ob,  bther  r  exclaimed  Hie  litde  rascal,  as 
if  he  had  been  a  tippler  of  fifty  years'  standings 
« — oh,  father,  don*t  ask  him !  Whaf  s  a  quartern 
among  three  of  us  ?^ 

'  The  temptations  to  tippling  in  the  lower  <&* 
tricts  of  the  metropolis  are  tmdoubtedly  great. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  inscriptions  en 
the  outside  of  a  house  in  the  neigUx>uihood  of 
DruryLane,  intended  as  invitations  to  go  ininde: — 
*<  Our  motto  is,  the  nimble  ninepence  is  bet- 
ter  than  the  slow'  shilling/^ — **  Splendid  ale, 
three-pence  per  pof — ^^  Brilliant  stout,  two- 
peace  hal^nny  per  pot'' — ^  Take  no  mane's 
word — ^taste  and  judge  for  yourselves." — *^  Un- 
adulterated, unequalled ;  buy,  try,  and  compare." 
— ^<<  Splendid  Jamaica  rum."— "Stop!  only  thinlf; 
three-pence,  four-pence,  and  five-pence  per  pot* 
^Ihe  cheapest,  most  brilliant,  and  the  best 
liquors  in  London." — *^  Superlative  cordial  gin." 
In  the  infflde,  again,  the  walls  are  covered  with 
large  boards  containing,  in  "flaring'*  letters, 
such  inscriptions  as  follows :  —  "  Magnificent 
pn."-^"  Supetb ;  fit  for  Commodore  or  Iiord 
High  Admiral" — "  Superlative  splendid  CogDMC 
brandy ;  fit  present  for  a  prince."-—"  Hie  cream 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TOB  LOWBB  CLAttXi.  808 

ofHie  valley.''— <<  Hie  oMiustake.'*— <"  The  re. 
^lar  flare-np.**  — «The  rigbt  eort**— *<The 
real  kaock-me-down,"  &a  &c.  Here^  as  Mr. 
Budungfaam  would  say,  here's  a  combiiiation 
of  eloquence  for  you  I  It  ia  no  easy  matter  to 
resist  such  powerful  temptation  to  spirit  drink- 
ii^,  and  we  find  accordingly  that  very  few  of,  the 
ragged  and  squalid  creatures  to  whom  Ihe  invi* 
talions  are  addressed,  do  resbt  the  temptation. 
In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  gin- 
shop  to  which  I  refer,  there  is  a  churchyard. 
Nothing  could  be  more  appropriate;  Hie  tran- 
sition firom  the  gin-palaoe  to  the  grave,  is  the 
most  natural  thing  in  the  world.  The  pro- 
prietor of  the  ^  temple''  is  the  best  friend  the 
sexton  has.  He  dates  a  remarkable  improve- 
ment ^  in  trade"  since  the  establishment  of  the 
gin-riiop.  The  churchyard  in  which  the  grave- 
diggers  in  Hamlet  performed  the  functions  of 
^heir  office,  cannot  have  been  in  the  vidmty  of  a 
gin-temple.  Had  it  been  so,  they  would  have 
had  no  cause  to  complain  of  a  want  of  ^  trade." 

The  Lower  Classes  are  defident  in  their  re- 
gaid  for  truth.  They  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
telling  BO  many  conventional  fibs  as  those  in  the 
more  elevated  spheres  of  life,  because  the  usages 
which  obtain  among  tliem  do  not  require  they 
should.    They  neither  pay  nor  receive  formal 
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viffltB^  and  consequently  are  always  ^  at  haaul^ 
to  one  anotber.  In  their  deaiings  wKh  eaeb 
other,  howerer,  and  in  speaking  of  IlienttelmB 
and  of  others,  &ey  are  too.mach  in  the  haUf  of 
disregarding  the  tmdi.  I  need  not  enumerate 
th6  instances  in  whidi  titoy  are  most  apt  to  yio- 
late  the  trutii;  every  one  who  has  bad  any 
transactions  wi&  them,  or  had  an  bpportmnty 
of  studying  their  habits  and  chorooter,  must  have 
observed  the  little  respeet  they  pay  to  it  K 
they  think  the  invenfion  of  a  falsehood  viB,  on 
any  partieular  occasion,  serve  their  turn,  thrir 
creative  fiicuity  is  immediately  put  into  requim- 
-tion ;  and  long  experience  in  the 'practice  of  lib* 
telling  enables  them,  in  most  cases,  to  tell  pretty 
plausihle  fdsehoods. 

Their  honesty  in  thor  dealings  is  much  of  a- 
pieoe  witih  their  regard  to  Ihe  truth.  Theadage, 
^  tefl  a  lit,  pick  a  pocket,"  is,  in  its  spirit,  Ten- 
£ed  ill  the  business  transactions  in  which  th^ 

I  are  concerned.  They  will  not  directiy  put  theb 
hands  into  your  pockets,  but  they  will  cheat 
you  in  your  dealings  with  them.  They  contract 
debts  wherever  they  can,  and  break  flietr  pro- 
mises of  payment  times  without  number;  in 
fitct,  let  them  alone  and  they  never  pay  at 
aD.    The  number  of  cases  in  the  various  courts 

'  of  request  in  the  metropolis,  aflford  abundant 
inoof  of  this. 
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II  onlundlj  fat  oeceMuy  to«9^  OM  mhm9 
morals  an  at  60  low  an  ebl%  thera  eaa  be 
,  Uttia  of  troe  rdigioii  ?  In  many  parts  <rf  Lob* 
don  theeeane  whole  tKatriots  in  a  state  but  littfo 
better  than  one  of  heatlienisoi.  I  bave  marie 
careful  calculations  as  to  tbe  companliTe  nua* 
ben  of  the  Lower  Classes  who  are  in  tbe  habit  of 
ifariiog  thrir  bible»  end  of  those  who  are  not»  and 
die  oonehmontD  which  I  haye  come  m,  that  the 
former  bear  no  ipreater  proportion  to  the  latter 
tiban  that  of  one  to  one  hundred.  This  must 
appear  a  atar^g  position ;  but  let  anf  one 
compare  the  number  of  the  Lower  Chases  with 
the  prcipoiiion  of  them  tl^^  see  in  our  diurehes 
and  cfaapeH  and  they  will  at  once  he  coniinced 
id  ita  truth,  in  as  far  as  relates  to  attendance 
on  public  worriiq^  Is  it  not  notorious  that  the 
vast  majority  of  those  who  frequent  churches 
and  chapeb  consists  of  the  middle  classes?  Of 
the  Lower  Classes,  one  only  sees  a  mere  sprink- 
ling in  our  places  of  public  worship.  The  in^ 
feremae  woidd  be  peilectly  conclusiY^  in  die 
dbsence  ol  specific  facts,  that  the  proportion  of 
those  of  the  Lower  Classes  who  never  read  the 
bible  is  correqModiq^  gi^at;  for  no  one  can 
read  his  biUe  habitiudly  who  does  not,  except 
in  those  x»ses  where  there  are  physical  or  ao« 
ddental  lundnmce%  regularly  attend  some  place 
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rfworriiip./  The  Hcii.  mi  Rev.  Bapdst  Noel 
gives  the  number  of  the  Lower  Classes,  who  are 
Imng  in  the  metropolis,  in  utter  ignorance  oi 
all  religion,  as  half  a  million  at  ihe  very  least 
My  own  impression  is,  thai  tiie  number  is 
nearer  800,000. 

Then  there  is  the  way  in  whidi  the  sabbath- 
day  is  spent  by  the  Lower  Classes  of  the  metro- 
polis. Who  canwaik  through  the  streets,  espe- 
cially in  the  more  densely  populated  parts  of  the 
town,  without  fiseBng  shocked  at  the  firightfiDd 
extent  to  which  he  sees  the  sabbadi-day  dese- 
crated? The  morning  of  that  day  is,  with  the 
Lower  Classes,  the  busiest  moment  of  thdr  ex- 
istence* Certain  districts  present  the  appear- 
ance o(  and  are  in  fitct  most  stirring  markets  on 
that  morning.  Every"  article  of  food  and  doth- 
ittg  is  openly  exhibited  for  sale ;  and  tlie  place 
is  so  crowded  witb  buyers  that  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  you  can  push  your  way  through  &e 
dense  mass  of  human  bangs.  Sabbaft  morning 
indeed  is,  ^th  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the 
Lower  Classes  in  London,  the  only  market-time 
they  eref  have.  And  what  horrible  language  do 
you  hear  them  use  in  their  buying  and  selfing 
transactions!  Thei^ oaths  and  imprecations ai^ 
truly  dreadfiiL  They  can  hardly  open  their 
mouths  without  mvoking  eternal  perdition  cm 
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themselves  or  others.  As  adght  be  expeeted» 
the  adjoining  gin-palaoes  are  fiUed  to  the  rery 
doors  on  sabbath  mornings  with  devoted  wor- 
shippers. There  are  some  of  these  g^temples 
which  do  as  much  business  before  diureh  hours 
— b>T  then  they  ai^  obliged  to  shut-*on  Sun- 
day monung,  as  ihey  do  on  any  other  entire  day 
tjiroi^gbout  the  week*  In  the  summer  seaeon 
the  better  circumstanced  of  the  Lower  Classes 
spend  the  sabbath  in  <<  trxpsy"  as  they  call 
them,  mi  the  river,  or  in  visits  to  the  tea-gardens 
scattered  in  all  directions  throughout  the  su- 
burbs of  the  metropolis.  It  has  been  ascertained 
that  the  average  number  of  persons  who  go  on 
board  steam-boats  on  the  Thames  on  Sundays, 
during  the  fine  weather,  is  50,000;  of  whom,  at 
lea8%  40,000  belong  to  the  Lower  Classes.  In 
the  tea^aidens,  in  the  afternoon,  there  are  usu- 
ally uot  less  than  60,000;  full  50,000  of  whom 
are  of  the  Lower  CSasses.  The  reason  why  the 
number  is  not  greater  is,  because  those  who  re- 
main at  home  have  not  decent  cbthes  therein 
to  make  tneir  appearaiice^  or  because  they  pre- 
fer plying  their  usual  avocations  in  order  that 
they  may  have  a  little  more  ^  blunt,"  to  use 
their  own  jduraseology,  to  spend  in  the  tempto 
of  Bacchus. 

Perhaps  nme  out  of  every  ten  you  meet 
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aiooug  tlM  opcmtifea  of  the  metropoliB  are  pfv»- 
iemed  iitfdek  TlMy  have  read  Paine's  ^  Age 
of  ReaBon  "*  and  the  wovks  of  Casrfile  aad  Robert 
Taylor  ^  the  Devi's  Oiafdaiii  f'  and  hare  tbus 
pidLed  up»  at  aeeond  hand,  a  few  of  these  objec- 
tions  against  di?me  reYolatioii  which  have  been 
aasweied  a  tiioasaiid  tunes  oren  They  have 
never  taken  &e  tnwble  of  exasuaing  (be  ques- 
tion (rf&edivineoriginofObriBtiuiHy  for  them- 
selves. Of  Ae  red  meritB  of  the  religion  of  the 
bible^  they  i^re  just  as  ignorant  as  are  the  in- 
habitants of  Tunbuctoo. 

This  is  a  frightftd  state  of  diii^  It  is  the 
more  affecting  when  <me  reooUeots  that  this  ut- 
ter destitution  oeeors  in  the  capital  of  a  countrjr 
distingoished  above  aH  otiiers  in  the  world  for 
its  CSuistian  diaracter  and  CSiristian  privil^^es. 
The  very  ka  implies  a  culpiAility  ^  no  ordi- 
nary magnitude  on  Ihe  part  of  those  who  have 
themselves  been  made  partakers  of  the  blesriogs 
of  Christianity.  Had  they  inAvidually  done 
their  duty,  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britam 
would  not  present  the  melandioly  moral  specta- 
ele  which  it  does  at  this  moment  No  pem>n  of 
right  feeling  and  Christian  philanthropy  can 
vidw  the  vast  machinery  now  in  operation  for 
evangelising  the  heathen  world  with  other  than 
amotions  of  supreme  joy;  but  H  eiight  to  ha 
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matter  of -reproadi  to  every  Oirialiaa  viiid  Ail 

wide  so  mudb  has  been  dojie  for  the  heathen  of 

AfiticB,  searcely  a&ytfaiiig  has  been  done  for  fiie 

heathen  of  London.    This  the  religious  world 

ought  to  have  done ;  but  they  ought  not  to  have 

left  the  other  undone*    Assur^ly  ourbwn  coua* 

trynma  have  the  first  and  sb^ngest  claims  oii 

u&     Rdigioiis  chaifity»  like  every  other  charity^ 

shoold  begin  at  home.    Th^v^h  abstraetedly  it 

isi  as  I  have  just  obserredy  a  most  gratifying 

tUng  to  aee  the  various  dasKmunations  of  Chris* 

tians  aQ  cordially  co-operating  together  in  the 

dtfusion  of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  in  heathen 

landfl^  yet  one  cannot  help  feeling  pained  to  see 

this  done  at  the  expense  of  the  claims  of  fliose 

irith  ifhom  we  daily  come  in  contact  in  the  orfi* 

naary  inteieourse  of  life.    What  we  could  wish  te 

see  would  be  an  extensive  agemef  at  work  fiv 

tbemond  regeneration  both  of  the  inhabitants  (d 

tropical  dimes  and  of  the  metropolis  in  wluek 

we  live;  but  when  the  means  available  for  so 

nni^tyawork  are^  in  ths  present  stale- of  things^ 

quite  inadeqnato  to  tiie  emergency  of  the  case^ 

I  koU  thai  the  first  efforts  of  Christian  philan- 

Aiopy  ouf^  to  be  hronght  to  hear  on  ihe  vast 

mass  of  moial  ignoranoe  and  depravity  wludi  is 

eoDBtanily  exhibited  to  our  view  in  the  poorer 

oi  London.,  il  is  one  wry  inpertaiit 
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tmst  in  the  consideratioii  of  thie  most  mmnen^i* 
0118  question,  that  if  we  had  once  succeeded  in 
Christianising  the  metropolis,  that  would  give 
an  unheard-of  impetus  to  the  cause  of  missionary 
exertion  abroad ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  inevitable 
tendendeb  of  the  religion  of  Jesus,  to  inspire 
those  who  embrace  it  with  a  desire  to  communis 
cate  its  blessings  to  others/'The  amount,  there- 
fere,  of  missionary  exertion  whidi  would  be 
made  by  the  population  of  London,  were  it  all 
evangelised,  would  be  vastly  greater  than  it  is : 
those  visry  persons  who  are  at  this  moment  in  as 
*  much  need  of  Christian  instruction  as  are  the 
sable  and  most  savage  sons  of  Africa,  would,  if 
once  made  subjects  of  the  saving  power  of  th^ 
Gospel,  assist  by  every  means  at  their  command 
to  send  that  Gospel  to  heathen  lands.  But  it 
cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  expected 
that  the  converted  heathen  should  send  mia- 
nonaries  and  bibles  back  to  Great  Britain  to 
Christianifle  the  people  of  London*  We  should 
look  on  it  as  an  insult  if  they  did.  Let  not^  the% 
our  Christian  benevolence  overleap  oontine»t% 
and  seas,  and  oceans,  to  single  out  for  its  oly- 
jeets  the  population  of  fiir  distant  countries^ 
while  there  are  so  many  myriads  of  our  fellow- 
4)eings  equally  in  need  of  our  philanthropic  ex* 
ettiMg  within  the  circumference  of  a  few  milei» 
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It  18  only  when  the  daima  which  exist  an  our 
benevolence  at  home  have  been  adequately  metf 
that  we  shoald  turn  our  eye  towards  the  nations 
in  need  of  our  aid  abroad. 

It  is  gratifying  to  thmk  that  of  late  the  claims 
of  the  metropolis  on  the  sympathies  end  exer« 
dons  of  the  religious  world,  have  begun  to 
receive  greater  consideration  than  they  ever  did 
at  any  former  period  <^  The  Christian  Instruo- 
tbn  Society"  has  now  been  labouring  for  several 
years  with  great  zeal  and  perseverance,  though 
unostentatiously,  in  communicatixitg  religious 
knowledge  to  the  benighted  population  of  the 
metropolis.  Its  exertions  have  been  in  many 
instances  attended  with  the  happiest  residts* 
At  this  moment  upwards  of  200,000  individuds 
are  in  the  course  of  stated  instruction  by  ita 
agents.  But  of  all  the  institutions  which  have 
been  formed,  or  which  it  were  possible  to  form, 
with  the  view  of  spreading  the  knowledge  of 
divine  troth  anM)ng  the  ignorant  portion  of  the 
population  of  the  metropolis,  the  "  City  of 
Ivondon  Mission"  appears  to  me  to  proinise  the 
greatest  good.  The  plan  of  this  iUstitutiDnf 
winch  was  only  established  last  year,  is  to  em* 
ploy  a  certain  number  of  agents,  each  of  whom 
diall  have  confided  to  him  a  certun  (Ustrietof 
the  town  containing  a  giyen  number  of  poor 
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ni  ignoi^ant  inhabkantB.  He  is  to  nnt  eac& 
ftonly  or  individuBl  in  succeflsioii,  conversbg  inA 
them  on  the  leading  doctrines  of  Christiaiiity 
— earnestly  warning  them  of  the  danger  to 
which  their  guilt  exposes  them — ^and  urging  them 
to  flee  for  safety  to  the  only  refuge  set  belore 
them  in  the  gospel  The  agents  to  be  employed 
are  severally  to  be  paid,  according  to  drcnm^ 
stances,  from  eOL  toWL  a  year.  They  are  to 
devote  the  whole  of  their  time  to  the  great  work, 
and  the  greatest  care  is  taken  to  secure  men  of 
talent  and  decided  piety.  The  Society  is  alrea^ 
is  active  operation;  but  as  yet  the  amomit  of 
ftmds  at  its  command  is  very  inadequate  to  the 
oerrying  into  effl)ct  the  great  objects  it  has  in 
view.  Their  present  number  of  agents  is  under 
My ;  while  it  is  calculated  that  not  less  than 
400  are  requimte  to  meet  the  exigendes  of  the 
case.  I  do  believe  that  if  ever  one  institution 
proiEtused  to  be  productive  of  a  greater  amount 
of  good  than  another,  it  is  the  CSty  of  London 
Mission.  Never,  among  all  the  institutions  to 
wfaid)  Christian  benevolenoe  has  given  bird^ 
Ad  any  one  appear  to  me  so  well  adapted  as 
tlds  one  to  accomplish  its  lugfa  and  holy  eb^ 
jeets.  Already  have  its  labours  been  crowned 
Willi  singular  success.  Ere  a  few  yesKra  ^pssi 
I  have  Aot  a  doubt,  that  it  will  recMve  sueh  aa 
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aoeeflnon  of  support  from  the  Christian  pubfi^ 
as  win,  with  the  blessiiig  of  die  Supreme  B^g, 
enable  it  entirely  to  diange  the  moral  aspect  of 
dns  great  metropofis. 

The  social  condition  of  the  Lower  Glasses  mies 
aooording  to  circumstances  Those  indtriduals 
who  are  constantly  emi^oyed,  and  who  are 
eeonondcal  and  provident  in  dtejr  habitB,  are 
nsnally  in.  pretty  comfortable  circumstances. 
Their  habitations  may  be  humble,  but  there  is 
an  air  of  comfort  in  them.  They  are  decently 
dofhed,  and  suffidently  fed ;  in  a  word,  they 
want  none  of  tbe  necessaries  of  life,  and  if  th^ 
have  learnt  the  divine  lesson  of  being  content 
with  food  and  raiment  sufficient  for  them,  they 
are,  perluqNK,  ashappy  as  any  other  cisss  of  their 
hSixm  subjocts.  I  must,  however,  say  diat  the 
number  of  the  I.ower  Classes  in  these  circum- 
atanoes,  is  compsratively  limited,  llie  great 
luajtiftity  of  llieni,  eiAer  from  their  oyti  impru- 
defio^  or  fi'om  the  effect  of  circumstances  over 
whidk  they  hare  no  control,  are  in  a  very  indif* 
fiearent  comlition.  There  is  nothing  but  rags  on 
their  persons;  there  is  neither  food  nor  funnture 
in  thflir  houses.  You  see  misery,  if  1  may  so 
i|ieak,  (m  their  backs;  it  is  still  more  dearly 
depicted  on  their  countenancesi  Oo  to  their 
dwriling%  and  the  very  right  of  them  will  mak« 
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you  Bad.  In  Ae  great  miyority  of  cases,  the 
scenes  of  wretchedness  which  occur  in  the 
fiimilies  of  the  Lower  Classes,  are  the  result  of 
intemperate  and  improvident  habits.  There  axe 
many  instances,  however,  in  which  £unilies  are 
involved  in  misery  by  circumstances  over  which 
they  have  no  control  The  husband  and  father 
may  be  incapacitated  for  work  by  ill  health :  the 
consequence  is,  that. the  supplies  are  stopped; 
the  wife  and  children  have  to  struggle  with  aB 
the  horrors  of  want;  no  food,  no  furniture,  no 
fire,  no  appareL  The  same  destitution  and 
consequent  misery,  are  often  brought  about 
through  wfint  of  employment  When  business 
b  generally  bad,  hundreds  of  thousands  are 
at  once  plunged  into  the  very  depths  of  poverty 
and  distress;  or  when  a  particular  branch  of 
trade  is  depressed,  those  employed  in  that  trade 
may  be  contending  with  the.horrors  of  starva- 
tion,  while  the  working  classes  in  other  branches 
•re  in  tolerably  good  circumstances.  It  is  only  a 
few  years  since  the  Spitalfields'  silk  weavers,  to 
the  nimiber  of  50,000,  were  in  all  but  absolute 
starvation,  while  other  interests  were  not  conk- 
plaining  of  any  peculiar  depression.  The 
scenes  of  misery  which,  in  such  cases,  are  pre- 
sented in  London,  exceed  anything  of  which 
ai^  CQDiception  can  be  formed  by  those  wbp 
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hwre  not  witnessed  them.  I  have  had  oocasioli 
to  know  something  of  such  soenesy  both  from 
testimony  and  observation;  and  I  have  adied 
myseH  whether  there  existed  a  human  being 
in  whose  bosom  all  traces  of  sympathy  for  his 
fellow  creatures  had  been  so  completely  oblite- 
rated, as  that  he  could  witness  such  spectacles 
without  feeling  the  deepest  commiseration  Ux 
the  suffsrers.  Do  you  know  Clare  Market? 
It  lies  between  Druxy  Lane  and  LinoolaVimi* 
fields.  In  its  neighbourhood  I  have  witnessed 
scenes  of  wretchedness  which  might  have  soft^- 
ened  the  heart  of  even  a  Caligula  himseE  In 
one  of  the  ground-«qpartments  of  that  old  ricketly 
house,  whidi  you  are  afraid  will  fiiU  ab6ut  your 
ears  in  passing,  live  a  bther,  and  mother,  and 
five  diiUbren.  The  window,  you  perceive,  baa 
aot  one  whole  pane  in  it;  indeed,  these  is  hardly 
even  a  fragment  of  glass;  wfaitybrown  paper  is 
die  substitute  for  glass^  in  one  case;  sdme  old 
xags^  wrapped  togedier,  are  made  to  answer  tiie 
pturpose  in  another.  It  is  a  ocdd  day  in  the 
middle  of  winter;  before  the  door  is  a  quantity.of 
dubs;  in  the  inside^  on  the  floor,  the  children's 
feet,  aided  fay  the  natural  dampness  of  the  phc^ 
nudce  it  but  little  bett^.  There  is  not  a  pap- 
tide  of  fire;  nor  is  there  any  funitore^  unlesa 
am  oU  broken  table,  two  dMixs,  and  a 
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fioee  of  wock^  obriouBly  iatended  to  an^irer  the 
porpoees  of  a  stool  for  the  children,  deserve  the 
tattle.  There  is  no  food  of  any  kind,  except 
a  hard  erost  of  bread,  which  the  oldest  boy  is 
deyooiisg  with  a  ravenous  Toracity  of  appetite^ 
whole  the  girl  next  to  Um  in  age^  is  tryii^  to 
anatoh  it  from  him,  screaming  all  the  while  fae- 
tsause  he  refuses  to  let  her  hare  the  whde  or  a 
part  of  it  The  fotfaer  is  '^tnalf  inquest  of  en^ 
pbyment;  he  woutd  accept  of  any  work,  haa^ 
ever  .  humUe,  and  at  any  tergof^  howeyer  low; 
for  he  has  had  none  for  the  last  two  montiba 
liie  viottier  is  sitting  at  the  fire-side  which  has 
ham^  indeiaent  as  is  the  state  of  tbe  veatfaei^ 
ftraksB  fo  some  days,  with  a  bdby  m  moBlfas 
dd  at  her  breaat  The  young  innooent  is  one 
aunuta  wotking  at  her  breast,  stctviag  to  eo^ 
ttact  some  suateoance  from  it,  and  the  nead^ 
iindmg  its  eSnta  inefiectoal,  it.  tbrows  its  fiMla 
fasad  back  on  her  anv  ^ad  cries  itssff  hfai& 
The  poor  motbw  has  no  sHStenaaea  to-g^^a  ikz 
haw  oouU  she  when  she  has  had  none  to  faeraalf 
fcrthelaattwodsTB?  She  lookain  tbeaifiai^b 
fim.  And  what  a  look  1  The  eyeaareaMdta 
he  the  windows  of  the  soul;  her  eyss^  at  wmf 
nteyazese.  Yon  see  the  big  tear  gather  rnhv 
9f%  andtridde  dewn  her  pale  cheeky  as  aha 
I  babe,  ttd  Ma  she 
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administer  to  its  little  wants.  That  look !  How 
ftdl  of  sentiment  and  language !  What  a  woild 
of  affection  for  her  child  is  there  f  How  inefieo* 
tual  compared  with  it  the  highest  efforts  of 
oratory  to  produce  an  impression  I  I  haye 
thought  widi  myself  when  witnessing  such  a 
scene,  does  the  human  frame  endoise  a  heart 
that  eould  behold  it  without  being  affected. 
On  either  side  of  the  unhappy  woman  are  her 
two  other  children ;  the  one  three  and  the  other 
five  years  of  age, — both  shivering  with  cold,  and 
crying  and.  looking  up  in  her  fcoe,  earnestly  im- 
ploring bread.  <*  My  dear,**  she  says,  first  to 
the  one  and  Hien  to  ik«  oliM»^  h^mAugm  tteisp 
aob  as  she  speaks,  ^  my  dear,  there  is  nope  in  the 
hoose.**  Who  can  tell  what  are  a  mother's  emo- 
tioDsinsttdiacase?  None  but  a  mother  hendl 
She  feels  her  own  privations  severely;  but  she 
loess  all  sense  of  them  in  those  of  her  children. 
Of  all  the  scenes  of  distress  which  it  has  ever 
been  my  lot  to  witness  in  a  world  so  full  of 
sonnow  and  of  suflbrin^  none  have  ever  so  deeply* 
aflbcted  my  mind  as  that  of  a  mother  seeing  ha 
cUMren  famishing  with  hunger  around  her* 
And  Ihere  are  houily  in  this  great  metropolb 
fHousands  of  sudi  scenes  to  be  seen,  wfaeve  na 
bkme  attadies  to  either  fadier  or  mother;  but 
whets  Atff  aiB  botti  among  the  i 
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and  pradeDt  of  mankind  When  beholding  audi 
acenea  of  human  suffering— when  the  partiea 
diemaelveB  had  no  hand  in  bringing  about  ihmr 
distresses — the  conviction  of  a  future  day  of  re- 
tribution has  pressed  on  my  mind  with  a  pecu- 
Gar  force. 

Even  when  trade  is  good  the  great  majority  of 
the  working  classes  are  obliged  to  put  up  with 
many  inconveniences.  I  have  sometimes  been 
insensibly  led  to  form  a  contrast  between  die 
Ihmilies  of  those  in  easy  circumstances  and  those 
of  the  Lower  Classes  even  in  the  most  jHrosperous 
periods  of  trade.  It  is  all  the  latter  can  do  to 
dSnr^b^  4>*eftd  of  ^he  -eoarseot  'kind  and  in 
stinted  quantities,  fi>r  themsdvea  and  fiuotiiliaa : 
ihdi^s  is  a  constant  struggle  to  procure  the  most 
common  necessaries  of  life.  In  cold  weather 
they  are  but  scantily  provided  with  dothiag: 
Aeir  humble  abodes  are  as  often  wiAout  ire  as 
with  it  The  poor  mother  has  no.  one  to  asskt 
her  in  the  management  of  her  children,  all  of 
whom,  however  numerous,  are  pent  up  with  her- 
self and  husband,  in  one  little  confined  un- 
healthy room.  Are  any  kjS  the  diildren  unwell  ? 
^re  is  no  physician  in  attendance;  the  penuiy 
of  the  parents  will  not  admit  of  the  ps^ment  of 
doctors'  bOk:  there  the  poor  tilings  lie^  tddng 
theirdiance  of  life  or  death,  just  as  IVovidence 
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18  |dea8ed  to  order  the  event  There  is  no  one 
te  administer  to  their  little  wants  bat  the  mo* 
dier,  and  she  has  neither  the  means  nor  the  op* 
portnnityi  owing  to  the  claims  which  oAer 
bousdiold  matters  have  on  her  time^  of  tending 
iheir  bed-sides.  They  are  never  greeted  by  a 
smile  eitha*  from  &ther  or  mother^  for  the  pa- 
rents have  too  great  a  load  of  care  hanging  (m 
dieir  minds  to  cheer  them  by  even  an  occasional 
relaxation  of  their  features.  They  have  no  one 
to  mng  them  a  lallaby— no  one  to  fondle  or  ca- 
rese  diem— no  toy  or  plaything  to  amuse  their 
inCsnt  fimdes — nobody,  in  short,  nor  anything^ 
lo  soothe  ordivertthcSrUttle  minds.  The  parents 
are  doomed  to  witness  suflRBrings  on  the  part  of 
tiiar  ddkfaen,  which  they  luCVe  no  means  of  re- 
Seving.  Such  ehOdren  are,  indeed,  cradled  in 
nusery.  I  have  often  wondered  that  in  after  life 
Ifaey  ever  appear  cheeffoL  One  would  think  thai 
tibe  efeet  of  being  brought  up  in  such  drcum- 
stances  would  be  to  make  tliem  so  many  misaa* 
ttzopes:  80  it  undoubtedly  would,  did  not  som^ 
wise  and  merdiiil  provision  of  Providence  oouiK 
taaet  its  natural  tendracy. 

If  muix  be  the  scene  of  misery  which  the 
dweHings  of  so  many  of  the  Lower  Classes  in  tl»e 
flwivopdis  i^esent,  when  both  parents  are  alive 
and  w«y»  iriiat  must  be  the  q^ectade  when 
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flitilttr  of  them  i9  sick  or  4Md !  SomeJameagp 
GtfcaaiBtaiioev  led  me  to  witness  the  deadx  of  the 
oothfr  of  a  poor  man's  family  of  four  childrexiy 
aod  afterwarcU  to  sea  the  surviving  parent 
stoiggling  to  bring  them  up  himself:  in  both 
^aaes  it  was  a  touching  sight  I  have  witnessed 
Other  death-bed  scenes,  bat  pone  ever  affected 
me  sp  much  as  this.  The  poor  mother  of  the 
children  had  been  ailing  for  a  long  time:  a 
pby8)cia%  «  friend  of  my  own,  humanely  gave 
his  attendaiice  gratuitously.  He  apgiriaed  me  of 
ilbat  the  issue  of  the  malady — ^it  was  conaump* 
1aan—*wpttld  be :  8he»  herself  wa$  aware  it  would 
end  in  death.  She  lay  stretched  on  a  pallet  of 
straw:  her  bed-clothes  were  acanfy;  and  evei; 
tiling,  in  the  room  spoke  of  extiema  deetitotiDSL 
On  llie  night  on  which  she  eipired»  she  fwid  to 
her  husband,  ^  My  sand-glses  is  nearly  run :  I 
feel  as  if  I  were  no  longer  in  the  world."  As 
she  spoke  she  stretched  out  her  band  to  giasp 
his :  he  burst  into  a  flood  of  tearfe»  but  intend 
not  a  word.  He  tboviji^  of  bttng  left  with  a 
fiuoily  of  four  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was 
under  twelve  years;  and  the  poor  man's hoMt 
ftlt  as  if  it  would  litesally  break.  T!ie  dyitig 
woman  heaved  a  de^  sigh,  and  fixr  a  few  mi- 
nutes did  not  epeak.  <<  Bring  me  Mary,**  w^ra 
the  first  words  she  uttered.    Harjr  waa  im 
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jromigest  di3d;  it  was  two  jrean  old.  The  child 
was  brought  her;  she  took  the  innocent  creature 
in  her  arms  and  affectionately  pressed  it  to  her 
bosom*  **  Poor  tibing,**  she  said,  the  excess  of 
her  fe^elings  preventing  her  from  proceeding  &r- 
tber  at  the  moment ; — ^  Poor  thing,  you  will  soon 
be  thrown  motherless  on  die  world;  you  wiH 
most  feel  die  want  of  me :  what  will  become  of 
yoa  I  He  who  dwells  in  heaven  only  knows :  to 
hia  kind  care  and  keeping  I  earnestly  commit 
you.  He  can-^*  here  her  tongue  Utered. 
The  dying  woman  did  utter  something  more,  but 
the  sounds  were  not  sufiSciently  articulate  to  be 
fail^gible.  The  young  innocent,  unconscious 
of  tihe  irrepsrabie  loss  it  was  about  to  sustam, 
Tsplied  to  the  parting  caresses  of  its  mother,  by 
SBrariBg  itsdf  with  her  disheveHed  hair,  and 
saying,  in  broken  accents,  at  the  same  time 
pnlfing  her  by  the  arms  as  If  trying  to  raise  her 
iqfS — **  Mammy,  'out  ba," — meaning,  "come  out 
of  bed.**  The  husband  and  father  was  touched 
to  the  heart  by  the  affecting-  scene ;  his  feelings 
had  obtained  so  complete  a  mastery  over  him, 
that  he  sat  silent  and  motionless  by  the  bed-side 
of  Us  expiring  wife.  The  three  eldest  diildren-* 
Hriiether  from  a  sense  of  the  loss  they  were  about 
to  sustain,  or  whether  it  was  only  because  they 
Mw  thm  fiither  weq)ii^  bitterly,  icannot  say — 
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Bhowed  by  tiie  depth  asd  frequency  of  Ibeir  sobs^ 
and  the  copiousness  of  their  tears,  that  their 
feelings  were  also  deeply  touched.  Tie  dying 
woman  still  remained  speechless :  it  was  clear 
<<  the  beginning  of  the  end"^  was  come :  it  was 
manifest  the  struggle  between  the  body  and  the 
sold  had  commenced.  It  was,  however,  a  pea/ce- 
fui  struggle.  The  spirit,  in  its  efforts  to  esoape 
from  its  clay  tenement,  dealt  in  the  gentlest 
manner  with  the  companion  it  was  about  to  quit 
uptil  the  sound  of  the  last  trumpet  should  rnxsor- 
mon  them  to  a  reunion.  Never  did  I  gaze  on  a 
more  placid  countenance  than  that  of  the  eaq>i- 
fing  woman.  If  literary  thoughts  could  hsve 
crossed  my  mind  at  such  a  moment,  I  should 
have  said  that  this  was  indeed  the  poetry  of  re- 
pose, ^e  was  evidently  free  from  bodily  pain; 
but  the  grand  secret  of  the  beautiful  serenity 
winch  beamed  on  her  countenance  was  the  hope 
of  a  blessed  immortality  which  had  been  inspired  . 
by  the  gospel  That  heaven^-bom  hope  h^ 
sustained  her  mind  amid  all  the  trials  and  trou* 
bles  of  life ;  and  it  now  supported  and  cfaeeved 
her  in  the  immediate  prospect  of  death.  Addi- 
son, in  his  last  moments,  addressing  an  infidel 
friend,  said,  <<  See  in  what  peace  a  Christian  can 
die !"  I  could  have  wished  some  rejectar  of 
divine  revelation  had  been  jnesent  on  t^  ooear 
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fiaiL  HxMigfa  the  dying  woman  had  oeaaed  to 
speak,  it  was  dear  that  she  ^ras  perfecdy  con- 
scious* A  few  minutes  more^  and  the  deatii* 
rattle  was  heard  in  her  throat :  an  uneartUy 
glare  was  visible  in  her  eye :  die  eye-balls  be* 
came  fixed :  her  dieeks  were  pale  as  maiMe :  a 
cltfnminess  appeared  on  her  countenance :  ber 
breathing  became  less  and  less  perceptible,  till 
at  last  it  ceased  entirely,  and  her  spirit  was 
be&re  the  throne  of  Ae  £temaL  To  depict  the 
feeUngs  of  the  now  widowed  husband,  is  a  tadt 
I  will  not  undertake.  Tliey  presented  the  mah^ 
likne  spectacle  of  grace  triumphing  over  nature. 
He  was  orerwhehned,  on  the  one  hand;  with  son 
row  at  his  loss,  but  he  was  supported,  on  tbe 
other,  by  Him  who  had  taught  him  that  as  lus 
day  was  so  his  strength  diould  be.  The  scene, 
as  I  have  already  said,  was  inconceivably  affect- 
ing; but  I  thought  with  myself  what  must  havv 
been  the  misery  of  the  spectacle  of  a  wife  and 
the  mother  of  four  children,  dying  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, unblessed  and  uncheored  by  the 
consolations  of  CSirisdanity,  I  vrill  not  pain  the 
reader^s  feelings  by^  attempting  to  describe  the 
struggle  which  the  poor  widower  had  in  bringing 
up  his  motherless  diildren** 

*  The  tnotHer  and  father  of  this  family  were  penona 
of  decided  piety.  They  were  membera  of  a  Diaaenting 
church. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8M  MSTBOPOtlTAir  BOCaSY. 

.  It.  10  one  gr^  charactorbtic  of  all  large  dtki 
tbat.  the  Lower  Claases  of  the  inhabitants  do  not 
£iel  towards  eadi  other  any  of  those  kindly  emo- 
lioliB  which  are  so  visible  among  the  lower  orders 
of  soeieiy  in  small  towns.  This  want  of  sympattqr 
ia  each  othei^s  sufferings,  is  partieidarly  obserra- 
Ue  among  the  Lower  Claases  in  Ix>ndosi.  Eig^t 
or  ten  fionilies  may  live  in  the  same  hoiinei 
lliQUgb  in  different  apaitmentBy  and  yet  no 
two  of  those  fiunilies  entertain  the  sligbteBt 
{rimdehip  towards  each  other.  Henee»  though 
OM  fiMnily  be  ocmtendifig  with  all  the  honrora  of 
vmBAt  none  of  the  others^  though  in  passably  good 
ojgonmrtaiicegg  will  affoxd  that  fiBonily  the  sligfafr* 
mUt  velie£  A  wife. or  husband  <Nr  child  may  be 
flgbi^  and  yet  no  inquiry  be  made  as  to  the 
ipeegreaa  of  the  malady  1^  the  other.jhmiliea  in 
Hie  house;  not  eren  by  the  feunily  living  in  the 
mat  room.  Deadi  occurs :  it  exxdtes  no  sorrow 
or  sympathy  in  the  breast  of  any  human  beiqi; 
beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  family  ia  whi<^ 
it  takes  place.  This  unsociability  on  the  part  <rf 
^  Lower  Classes;  this  indifference  to  the  sufibr- 
iilgs  and  sorrows  of  each  other,  are  greatly  to  be 
lamented.  Were  habits  of  friendly  intercourse, 
and  of  sympathy  for  each  other's  wants  and  woe^ 
only  to  obtain  among  them,  it  would  go  fiur  to 
ameliftrate  their  condition,  aud  lessen  the  amount 
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of  miseiy  wbich  exists  among  them.  And  yet 
it  is  singular  to  reflect  tbat  notwithstanding  the 
extreme  destitution  and  wretehedness  which  ez^ 
\gt  amcmg  the  lower  orders  of  the  metropolis^ 
tiiiere  is  so  much  of  contentment  among  them. 
Tbey  are  certainly  a  most  patient  and  submia-* 
sive  class*  It  is  surprising  to  witneal  so  much 
cfaeerfolness  amidst  so  many  and  such  great 
privationsy  as  mnltitades  of  the  lower  ordera 
hanre  to  endure.  You  often  see  a  great  flow  of 
animal  spirits  in  persons  for  whose  wardrobe  ito 
Jew  old  clothes  man  would  give  a  coij^  of 
IhrthingEi  Ad^eraify  has  not  soured  their  minds: 
they  seem  determined  to  be  ha^py  in  defia^iuw 
of  dreumstances.  I  hare  often  tluHight  it  apij^ 
that  Fate  to  use  the  term  most  common  amoiig 
themselvea — should  not  have  seconded  the 
kinifly  purposes  of  Nature^  when  she  blessed 
them  with  such  patient  and  contented  dispo* 
aitions.  Hiey  want  but  little  of  the  good  thiAga 
ot  the  world  to  make  them  completely  satisfied 
with  theb  lot:  who  can  help  regretting  thait 
that  fittle  ahould  be  denied  them?  They  have 
every  disposition  to  be  quite  happy :  it  is  not 
their  SBudt— it  is  the  &ult  of  circumstances — ^if 
they  are  not  so.  How  difEerent  are  tbey  in  dis» 
position  from  those  above  tbemi  It  is  the 
great  error— and  it  is  also  ^  misfortune  for 
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themsdves— of  tfiose  moving  in  the  upper 
ranks  of  society  to  be  everlastingly  annoy- 
ing themselves  about  some  imaginary  good. 
Give  but  the  Lower  Cbisaes  as  much  of  the 
humblest  food  and  of  the  plainest  clotiiii^  as 
the  necessities  of  nature  require,  and  they  are 
more'  tiian  satisfied  Yott  see  contentment  in 
their  frees,  yon  see  it  in  the  tones  of  their  v<noe, 
and  in  all  their  acts  of  intercourse  together. 
Who  that  has  had  occasion  to  pass  through  St. 
George's  Fields,  or  any  of  the  other  Astricta  of 
Ae  town  in  which  the  lowest  of  the  Lower  Clasaes 
congregate  in  ihe  greatest  numbers, — has  not 
been  struck  with  the  cheerfolness  whicb  lights  up 
Ae  countenimces  cS  young  and  old?  Those 
Ittfo  nrdnns  you  see  around  you  are  generally 
enveloped  in  a  bundle  of  rags;  they  have  no 
riioes  or  stockings — ^tiiey  never  had  any ;  their 
frees  have  not  been  washed  for  the  last  fort* 
night— their  feet  never;  they  have  had  no  food^ 
since  they  rose  from  their  beds,  beyond  two  or 
three  cold  potatoes,  or  a  crust  of  bread  eight 
days  old,  and  yet  where  will  you  see  more  lively 
children?  The  same  may  be  said  of  their 
parents.  You  see  them  sitting  at  the  doors  of 
their  hovels,  or  looking  out  at  the  windows — the 
men  with  their  coats  and  handkerchieb  oS,  and 
the  women  with  their  caps  loose — and  both 
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seies  as  black  widi  dirt  as  if  they  had  severaBy 
jnat  made  the  descent  of  the  chinmey.  And  yet 
they  possess  as  great  a  flow  of  aaimal  spirits  tm 
if  they  were  rerelling  in  all  maimer  of  loxury. 
In  hdf  notfiixij^  short  of  absohite  starrsdon  can 
depress  ilie  spirits  of  the  Lower  Cksses  in  the 
metropolis}  or  render  them  discontented  witii 
their  situation  in  Hie.  Even  the  beggars  in  the 
streets^  tlKMigh  obliged  to  make  demure  ftces, 
and  to  appear  as  if  -in  the  very  depths  of  de« 
spondency  when  pursuing  their  calling,  have 
thmr  hours  of  unrestrained  jollity.  They  are  in 
the  hafait  of  meeting  m  forties  and  fifties  in  par- 
tieolar  houses,  appropriated  in  diflSsrent  parts  of 
the  town  for  thnr  reception,  and  spending  whole 
nights  in  all  nobmner  of  reveOings.  I  have  been 
told  by  those  who  have  put  on  ragged  clothes 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  risit  such 
jiacea,  and  see  low  life,  without  being  su^MCted 
of  bemg  oth^  than  one  of  the  parties  themselves, 
—that  the  scenes  to  be  witnessed  on  such  occa- 
rions  are  indescribably  rich.  There  is  one  of 
these  hosises — ^it  is  the  most  cdebrated  one  in 
London — in  St  Giles's.  There  be^ars  of  all 
descriptions  congregate,  and  make  up  amply  for 
tile  privations  of  the  day  in  the  shape  of  ^  long 
faces,"  mournful  accents,  &c.,— by  the  unre- 
strained enjoyments  to  which  they  give  then- 
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■oheiup.  The  moment  lihey  enter  tfaepreoiiiete 
ef  the  place,  their  aaBumed  chaneter  ia  hid  aakle^ 
nd  they  appear  in  their  real  one.  There  mi« 
rades  of  every  kind  are  peifiormed.  And  Aat, 
too^  without  iivd  agency  of  Prinoe  Hbhenloe  or 
anybody  elae.  Those  who  but  a  few  how* 
before  aeenied  at  the  very  gatea  of  death  bom 
apfMurent  destitution,  are  all  at  once  restored  to 
die  foH  enjoyment  of  fife.  In  one  oom^  of  tbo 
place  youmnJl  see  thirty  or  forty  enitchea  wfai«di 
wefe  in  requiMtion  the  whde  of  the  day,« — ^and 
wiU  be  so  to-morrow  again, — ^but  which  are  qmte 
nadesi  now.  Hiey  who  icould  not  move  widi- 
out  them,  and  aoavcely  with  Aem,  a  short  time 
before,  ana  now  among  die  faoat  nimble  in  the 
oompany.  Pethape  ihey  are  dancing  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor;  for  one  leading  feature  in 
the  amusementa  of  Aese  ^^joHy  heggsn/*  la 
t&tt  of  having  their  nightly  danoe.  You  see  a 
l^lass  of  gin  in  every  one's  hand,  except  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  busy  in  broiling  Tar- 
mouth  bloatera  on  the  fire.  There  you  see 
dozens  of  persons  with  eyes  clear  and  keen  as 
those  of  eagles,  who  were  qmte  blind  all  tlie 
day.  Iliose  whom  you  43aw  in  the  streets  in 
the  morning,  looking  so  iB,  that  you  thought 
they  would  be  in  their  coffins  b^rethe  evening, 
eie  now,  to  use  thw  own  elegnkt  phraseology, 
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^idl  «Kve  and  Ueking."  Ev^iy  qrmptoqn  tt 
flicktieflB  has  duAppearod*  Asty  dootor  wwUl 
^haost  warrant  tbaii  Inrea  for  at  laaal  Ml  • 
oantwy.  Do  yon  aee  that  fellow  aittiiig  on  aa 
old  dirty  taUfi,  oi^  the  rig^bt4iajid  sida  oi  ther 
fire,  ^wmpng  hia  fee^  beatiog  with  a  8tiek»  and 
hmraiDg  at  aoif^  a  rate^  that  you  would  aa  aooii 
ha?a  ye«r  eaia  within  a  eouple  of  yards  of  thtt 
bell  of  St  Paufo?  Why,  that  ia  tiba  penoa 
whom  yon  etMonred  at  foui'  o'dod:  cratping  liko. 
a  aoail  atoqg  Totteobam  Ck>i»t  Road^  looking 
emry  iiq)eetab]6  peraou  bo  met  meftdly  in  th» 
iao^  and  imploring  rriief  in  the  moat  pitiabia 
aoosstii;  You  aaad  t]iea»  it  was  not  without  A^ 
gceateat  diffieulty  and  moat  acute  pai^  that  be^ 
waa.able  to  utter  a  wor^  even  tiMiugh  onlf  in  ft 
broken  wkiapet:  I  auapoet  you  are  of  a  aoBi&- 
what  different  opinion  now* 

Tbeobaervatiana  which  are  made  in  oommon 
oonversation  by  the  liower  Classea  of  Londonv  are 
dbreraa  well  aa  indicative  of  an  eaay  and  cheerful 
diaposition.  Every  one  who  has  mixed  anumg  Ibem 
must  have  been  Btruck  with  tfaia.  One  amusbg 
iaatanoe  occurred  the  otiher  di^*  A  woman  who 
makes  her  living  by  calling  lobsten  from  honao 
to  faonae^  mado  a  dead  set  one  Monday  at  an 
old  rich  bachelor  living  in  Gr^i^t  ^een  Staaet. 
StiB  stood  upwards  of  a  minute,  gazing  at  tbo 
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r»  and  nnging  out  with  a  wonderfcd  per- 
tioBtity^**  Fredi  lobaten.''  «  The  oU  hoj^'^ 
tm  she  called  him,  would  aot  deign  to  pass  a 
look  either  with  herself  or  her  lobsters.  In  her 
founds  aU  the  remaining  days  of  the  wed^ 
ahe  repeated  the  attempt  to  seduce  the  rotary 
of  ^  siB{^  blessedness"  into  taking  one  ai  her 
labaters,  which  am>eared  to  her  th(}  nert  beat 
lUng  to  taking  a  wife.  The  effort,  however,  was 
attended  with  no  better  success,  until  Saturdajt 
when  he  listened  to  the  roioe  of  tibe  duumer, 
and  came  down  stairs  to  baigshi  with  her.  She 
had  hy  dus  time  only  three  left. 
,  ^^  My  good  woman,  yoa  make  an  iasuflbrafale 
noise  about  these  lobsters  of  yours;  are  4hey  as 
frssh  and  good  as  you  say  ?^ 

<<  In  troth  they  are.  Sir;  and  that  your  honow^ 
will  find  when  you  try.** 

**  Quite  sure,  now,  they  are  in  excellent  oeiH 
dttoon*^ 

«Yon11findthemtobepiimeuns,  Sir^lhat 
im  swear.'' 

^  See  you  do  not  deceiye  me."*- 

^  Bless  your  soul,  %,  I  woidd  not  deesm 
you  for  the  woMJ* 

«  Then  what^s  the  price  of  din  one?*  m- 
qnirad  die  bachek»v  takmg  the  laigest  one  in 
Us  hand. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THK  MWXm  CUMBS.  »! 


«  That's  JQSi  half-4Hm>wii,  and  well  i^s  wordi 
dw  money*'* 

<«  Wmrt  you  take  two  ridlliiigB  for  H/  I 
lUnk  thaf  8  quite  enough/* 

**  La !  bless  you,  Sir,  it  cost  myself  more 
bfaiitr 

«  Then  youll  take  nothing  less  than  faaU^ 
crown  r 

^  I  cannot  take  a  ftrthing  less.  Sir.** 

^  WeD,  well,  \tt  me  hare  it** 

He  deposited  the  hal^rown  in  the  woman^s 
hadcet^  took  up  the  lobster,  went  into  the  house, 
and  shut  the  door.  Hie  woman  walked  awi^ 
with  the  liew  of  disposing  of  the  remainder  of 
her  stock. 

Hie  old  badielor  hastened  upHrtairs  to  ban- 
qliet  on  the  supposed  luxury;  but,  <<  shocking 
to  relate^*  as  Ae  penny-a-line  historians  of  ao- 
eidents  say,  the  moment  he  opened  it  the  effluTia 
which  it  emitted  was  such  as  to  cause  him  in- 
tidtttttarily  to  start  back  with  so  much  force  as 
to  endanger  his  equilibrium.  He  rang  the  bell 
so  furiously  thai  the  servant  rushed  up  staini 
in  a  perfect  fright,  thinking  some  serious  acci- 
dent had  occurred. 

^  Here,  here,*'  cried  he^  pointing  to  the  lob- 
ster, before  lanet  had  weU  enteral  the  room; 
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^h^ne,  lake  the  Uxiig%  end  tbro^  this  arte  the 
aeh-pit'' 

Juet  of  eQime'ifid  ail  ahe  was  deamd. 

On  Monday  the  lobater  woman  made  her  ap* 
pearanoe  as  usual  oppoeite  the  enraged  baohe- 
lor^s  window,  with  the  old  story  of  <^  Freeh  lob-, 
atera!''  He  rushed  down  staixsi  opened  the  deer, 
and  accosted  her  with — *^  How  dared  you,  jfm 
alut,  have  die  impudence  to  sell  me.  that  o^imia 
lobster  on  Saturday  as  a  firesh  one  ?'* 

*^  Did  your  honour  mean  to  say  it  waa  9ot 
fteah?'  said  the  woman,  with  the  moelpeitel 
cpplaeai, 

^Did  I  say  it?  I  <ia  say  i«^  yea  hossey; 
the  stench  on  opening  it  was  insufferahle.^ 

«  Well*  then,  your  honour,  and  whose  fwtt  is 
it  that  it  was  not  fresh  ?  Didn^tlcaUitatyoar 
window  on  Monday,  and  all  the  week9  Md  yoo 
wouldn't  have  it  when  it  was  fresh?'  And  ap 
sayin{^  she  walked  away  to  a  nd^bouriog  gift* 
shop  with  the  most  provoking  ncm-dMlanocw 
famnming  to  herself — ^  AU  round  my  hat." 

Not  long  since^  my  anxiely  to  atudy  human 
character  among  the  I^wer  Classes,  led  me  into- 
the  tap-room  of  a  public-house  in  the  vieuuty  of 
Bread-etreet^  Holbom. 

^  I  say,  Toao,  old  man,"  said  a  little  stout, 
built  personage,  who^  from  die  appearance  of 
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Ustinge»  Urart  baTebeenadoilnDi;  ^ddn^t 
jwa  fldnk  ad  how  that  Tas  a  lucky  dMp  as  fomd 
the  lot  of  Omm,*  as  he  tbb  a  diggm'  in  the 
field  the  oAerdtjr 

^  Aye,  Jem,  that's  vol  I  calls  aeka&oe^'*  said 
die  other,  whose  leather  apron  and  general  ap^ 
pearance  beqK)ke  his  being  a  eobbler. 
.  "^Batvasn't  he  a  sta]HdoUfcel?*  and  Ae 
dnstman,  putting  a  small  piece  of  wood  into  hb 
pi^  to  remove  some  obstniction  to  the  passage 
eflfaaaudie.  <<  Vasn't  he  a  etapid  old  M  to 
adl  his  tife  any  tUi&  abont  it  ?" 

^^VyjJem?" 

«  Vy:  belM  when  hb  told  her^  she  vettt  and 
Uowed  it  abant  evarytere  as  tiB  the  kmdkyMl 
heaordit^  an'  he  daimed  aU  tibe  money*** 
^  ^Okr  said  a  joUy-looUag  Uaeksmth^  Ih^ 
vlntes  of  Ua  ^es  sUmi«  more  briUiand^  by 
reanon  oflhs  eoateast  which  his  &eeiscareal|rlsss 
MarblhsnibB  heardi<tfhis  owflsaulfay,  pies^msd 
~<«Oh!hetoldhisvife,didhe?  Ay,"* eontiMied 
the  soDof  Vukafl,  wiihdwwiaglnapipefiiraaio- 
khia  motttl^ia  pay  fab  lespeeislo  tha 
and  ghiag  at  dm  aame  tiase  a  knamig 
ahake  oCtibe  head*^<'Ay,  he  might  eqiecC  hit 
viia  «a  keep  a  secNt  jTee  famed  the  lolly  of 
dmi  ere  at  home.  Vaitam  briit  »^  iP»*<r 
^  *  aevflvdgtti. 
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pint  af  beer  and  a  pipe  and  'backy.*'  Tlie  dty- 
neas  of  manner  wkh  whidi  this  was  uttered  ex- 
ceeded any  thing  I  hare  eter  witneeaed. 

Some  of  the  similes  or  imagery  which  the 
Lower  Classes  of  London  are  in  the  habit  of 
using,  are  exceedingly  happy. 

<*  Harry,  my  boy,^  said  a  cobbler,  the  odier 
day,  to  a  journeyman  tailor,  ^  can  you  lend  me 
a  shilling?"     . 

<<  Bless  your  soul,"  said  the  knight  of  the 
thimble,  <^  I  have  not  got  as  much  about  me  as 
would  pay  the  toll  at  a  turnpike-gate  for  a 
bropm-sticL^ 

.  <«  Ned,  my  jolly  old  fellow,^  said  one  cartman 
to  another,  as  they  both  sat  quaffing  a  pot  of 
porter  in  a  ts^room — ^  Ned,  von't  you  have  a 
slice  of  this  here  loaf  ?* 

^  Ha  not  a  Ut  hungry,"  said  Ned. 

^  Take  a  idice ;  &we's  a  f;ood  Mlow." 

«  Wen,  if  I  do,''  said  Ned,  <«let  itbeonlythe 
bigiiees  of  a  bee's  knee.'' 

^  Holloa^  Jack,  is  that  you?'  said  oneeom- 
try4ookiDg  persopage  with  a  smodL-£rodc^  to 
anotiber  in  the  same  dress,  while  bofli  Housea  of 
Parliament  were  on  fire  in  October  1884 

«  Vy,  Jem,"  said  the  other,  ^  I  didnotespeet 
to  eee  you  in  dns  here  crorwd." 

<*  Thole's  a  fine  go  of  it--eh  P  meaning  die 
eooflagration. 
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^  Vy,  yes,  Jem,  I  ealis  that  a  litde  bit  of  a 
biases  and  no  mistake.  It  will  sopn  take  the 
shine  out  of  those  there  engine-men." 
.  *^  I  should  thmk  so.  They^ll  never  put  it 
out;  they  might  as  soon  think  as  how  they 
eould  axdnguish  it  by  spitting  on  it" 

**  Put  it  out  I  Heaven  bless  you,  Jack,  they 
wouldn't  put  it  oul^  though  they  were  to  pour 
the  whole  Thames  on  it  like  a  sadc  of  po- 
tatoes." 

One  of  the  most  popular  writers  of  the  pre- 
sent day  mentions  to  me^  that  he  regards  the 
image  of  the  ^*  sack  of  potatoes"  as  one  of  the 
boUeat  and  most  poetical  be  has  heard  made 
use  of  for  a  considerable  time. 

The  Lower  Classes  in  London  are  in  the  habit 
of  abhreviatiDg  words  in  common  conversation, 
aa  much  as  possible..  Nothing  can  exceed  their 
dislike  to  pronouncing  words  at  their  full  length. 
If  they  speak  of  the  <  Morning  Chronicle '  it  is 
called  the 'Chron.;'  of  the  <  Satirist' it  is  called 
the  <  Sat'  A  cabriolet  is  a  cab.  Mr.  Joeqih 
Some  is  <^  Joe"  Hume,  and  so  on.  From  the 
9ient  to  which  this  practice  of  cutting  words 
short  is  carried,  added  to  the  awkwardness  of  a 
oockaey  pronundation,  it  is  often  impossible  fiir 
astranger  to  understand  what  is  said  to  faom. 
Let  h]m»  for  e^uonp^  paas  along  Wellington- 
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ttn^t  to  Waterloo  Bridge^  and  he  will  be 
eo0ted  by  some  doz^i  of  pensonsi  all  loddng 
him  in  the  face,  and  repeating  twenty  or  ttdity 
tunes,  "Bo^aaf  ««Bo,iaf -"Bojaa."  K  he 
does  not  discover  otherwise,  that  they  are  saying 
"Boat,  Sirf*  "Boat,  Sirf  "Boat,  Sir;*  in 
other  words,  that  they  are  asking  him  whether  he 
wants  a  boat^  he  certidnly  has  no  chance  of  find* 
mg  out  tibe  &c^from  the  mere  wordfl^  or  rather 
somids— for  they  are  no  words — they  employ*  In 
many  instances  this  spirit  of  abbreviation  is  car- 
ried sa  ftr  among  the  Lower  Classes  of  Londcn^ 
as  to  omit  three  words  out  of  every  four  in  a 
sentence.  For  example,  tiie  butcher  who  stands 
outside  the  door,  looldng  with  knife  in  hand  and 
his  hair  carefully  combed  on  one  dde^  at  Us  as- 
sortment  of  meat,-^instead  of  asking  the  passer 
by  in  plain  terms,  what  he  will  buy,  sings  out  is 
fut  as  he  can,  "  Buy,  buy,  buy;  vat  buy,  vat  buy 
vat  buy  !'*  Hie  practice  of  abbrevialiBg  wovds^ 
ttid  m  some  cases  omitting  many  <rf  them  dlo- 
gether,  is  not,  however,  conSned  to  the  Lower 
dnsses,  though  it  cUety  prevails  among  them. 
.  It  is  not  uncommon  among  the-ndddle^  nor  evea 
the  very  highest  classes.  It  will  be  reecAsdedl 
by  those  who  read  the  account. of  the  late  trid 
of  Lord  Melbourne^  that  his  Lordship  was  in 
Ate  habit  of  addresring  Mrs.  Norton  sonplyaa 
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«  Car'^-^meamng  Caroline.  One  of  hb  ejusdes 
to  that  lady  consisted  simply  of  these  words — 
^  How  are  you.  Car  V  Laconic  and  cold  enough, 
in  all  OMiscienee.  Mrs.  Norton,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  in  the  habit  of  calling  Mr.  Nprton 
her  <<  hub^"  meaning  her  husband.  <<  Yon  are,^ 
says  sh^  in  one  of  her  letters  to  him ;  ^*  you 
oe  a  good  *  hiib^  in  the  long  run. 


END  ov  Vol.  l 
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The  uMtropolitaii  newspaper  press  ispeihaps  die 
mightiest  moral  engine  in  the  woikL  The 
«  JooraaUsm"  of  Paris  is  generally  supposed  by 
tbose  conversant  witti  boA  coontrieB,  to  eser- 
ciae  agreater  influence  in  Erance  dban  the  Leu* 
den  Afess  does  m  England;  but  out  of  IVaaoe 
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ttie  Parisian  journals  scarcely  exercise  aay  in- 
fluenoeat  all;  while  that  of  London  is  B&asXbij 
felt  to  the  remotest  extremities  of  the  civilised 
world.  It  gives,  on  many  questions  of  great 
magmtude^  the  tone  to  public  feeling  and  pub- 
lic opinion  in  America;  for  a  large  proportion 
of  the  American  journals  follow,  on  such  ques- 
tioni^  in  the  wake  of  the  London  newspapen. 
Look,  for  example,  at  the  state  of  the  Slavery 
question  at  this  moment  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  By  means  of  the  public  press  of  thb 
country — and  in  the  provinces,  newspapers  are 
almost  invariably  guided  by  the  course  poisued 
by  the  metropolitan  journals — ^slayeiy  has  been 
for  eyer  aboUshed  in  our  West  India  oolcMueSi 
And  no  sooner  bad  that  great  triumph  of  justice 
and  humanity  been  achieved  over  the  opponte 
principles  in  England,  than  the  struggle  com- 
mented for  a  similar  triumph  on  the  shores 
of  America.  What  the  issue  will  be  no  one  can 
doubt:  that  it  will — and  speedily  too-4>e  the 
same  as  we  have  lately  witnessed  in  the  otse  of 
tlie  West  India  negroes,  is  just  mi  certain  as  itia 
possible  for  a  moral  contingency  to  be. 

No  one  who  knows  anything  of  the  way  Jn 
ifhieh  the  public  mind  is  q>erated  upon  inifaiB 
couptry,  can  for  a  moment  doubt  11m^  had  the 
London  Press  been  silent  on  th6  wxougs  <f  Ite 
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shmf  m  our  colonial  poBsessionBy  for  some  yeafs 
piior  to  tlmr  emancipation,  there  would  not 
kare  been  the  Itaat  }»t)bability  t>f  that  denrable 
eoaaamnMition  taking  plaee  for  a  long  period  to 
eome.  And  it  is  equally  dear  that  but  for  the 
part  wliidi  this  oounlry  has  taken  in  that  quea 
tian»  the  propriety  of  liberating  the  skTes  in  the 
Sottthematatea  of  America^  would  not  have  been 
yatfldooted  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

*I  am  aware  that  in  some  cases  the  metrop<& 
tan  newspaper  press  has  followed  rather  than  led 
|Nd>]ic  ofiinion ;  but  diese  cases  are  company 
tivily  fow;  and  efen  when  they  da  occur  Ibey 
do  not  mStlate  against  the  position,  that  the 
London  press  possesses  the  great  moral  power 
I  hftve  aaoribed  to  it ;  for  without  the  eonceni* 
trmtaoB  and  explosion  of  public  opnion  tiurougfa 
tba  vadium  of  the  metropolitan  jouniidfl^  die 
^  it  would  exert  would  be  but  limited  in- 


it  were  an  endless  task  to  enumerate  the 
gieai  moral  and  social  achievements  which  die 
newapaper  press  of  London  has  made,  dtfaer  di- 
veetly  or  indirectly,  during  the  last  half  century. 
A  anffidently  accurate  conception  of  the  amaa« 
11^  power  of  this  great  engine  will  be  formed, 
when  1  mention,  what  I  believe  no  one  a<y 
qiuainted  with  the  subject  will  doubt,  nameQs 
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ttftt  were  the  metropolitan  joumelr  to  lead  tbnr 
finted  ener^es  for  any  length  of  tone  to  the  ie* 
eompUstiment  of  any  object  not  physieaHy  in- 
posnbky  they  would  in  the  end  snooeedy  whifr* 
tter  that  object  were  good  or  eviL 

A  gknce^  then,  at  the  most  durtbgmAed  «f 
tbose  journals  whieh  exercise  so  m^ty  an  i»* 
Snence  oTer  the  destinies  of  this  oountEyy  and  ^ 
also  over  &ose  of  a  large  portion  of  1^  wwlds 
must  be  generally  interssting*  Ikd:  bafisca  ad- 
tefting  to  the  principal  metropolitan  new^iapani 
indatail,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  tiact  lam 
mostaaoHQus  to  guard  agaiiiat  commiiBiealiBg 
any  hBftmwtion,  or  makkig  any  atatemeuta  ra-> 
apaetiiigany  journal,  whidi  would  be  likely  t»te 
considered  a  disclosnre  of  mMiers  wlMi  onght 
to  hare  been  kept  concealed  fNan  ibe  puMiai 
eye.  I  wUl  also  endearomv  in  what  I  am  abottt 
to  say^  to  speak  without  prejudiee  or  pardalitfv 

The  journal  which  is  first  entitled  to  notida  w 
The  Timbs.  The  distinction  of  bmgtlie  frat 
jonmal  in  the  country,  will  be  conceded  ta  iilqf 
every  one,  however  nmch  he  may  di&r  fron  it 
m  politics.  <  The  Times*  onoe  called  itself  Am 
Lea(dteg  Journal  of  Europe ;  and  it  has  aiaoe 
been  sneered  al^  at  least  tan  thousand  tineab  far 
so  doing,  by  its  opponents.  Ferhapa  llie  m- 
sumption  of  tiie  tide  by  itself  waa  not  imAm 
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beilpeesiUelMte;  bat  few  who  know  anyfhi^ 
«f  lAmt  Sir  Robert  Ped  oDce  called  the 
^  Jiwanmaliwn''  of  Enn^e,  wiH  dispute  the  just- 
ice of  He  dams  to  it  For  the  last  twenty 
years  and  upwards^  during  which  it  has  been 
under  the  control  of  Mrr  Barnes,  it  has  exer- 
cised on  iniuenee  over  the  destinies  of  England 
enoh  as  no  other  journal  ever  ezerdaed  in  this  * 
or  in  any  other  country.  It  is  not  to  be  denied 
Aat  it  has  often  represented  rather  than  created 
putaitic  pditicai sentiment;  but  it  is  equally  tme^ 
it  has  frequently  given  a  tone  to  pid>lic  opiKuon, 
and  a  rtimuhis  to  pobMc  action,  on  questions  of 
thegreatest  importance  cm  which  ttie  public  mind 
had  been  asleep  before  its  vdce  of  thunder*  was 
hmuA.  And  whatno  less  strikingly  attested  the 
power  of  <  The  Times'  in  many  of  the  instances 
to  whidi  I  refer,  was  the  wonderfully  short  time 
in  which  its  articles  produced  their  intended 
mBKt  I  recollect  that  on  various  occasions  the 
p«ddie  mind,  not  only  in  the  metropolis,  but 
tiwoughout  the  country,  has,  through  its  instni- 

•  'The  Timc«'  hap  been  caUed  "  The  Thunderer/' 
because  it  once  spoke  of  '*  thundering  forth"  an  art!, 
cle.  I  again  give  up  the  good  taste  of  so  character. 
isteg  its  own  articles ;  but  I  must  at  the  ssmt  time 
admit  that  no  term  ceuld  cod? ey  a  better  idsa  of  the 
;  prodecsd  h^  many  of  its  leadeis. 
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iii6iitBlity)  erinced  tli€  most'  iBlnite  intawt'On 
^estions  whidi,  but  a  few  we^  prevknuly,  no 
one  eren  thought  o^  mudi  less  tdkediboot 
Who  dote  not  remember  what  it  £d  ki  Ae  way 
of  intenesting  the  public  mind  on  behalf  of  the 
Spanidi  r^geoB,  who  were  ftrnmhing  of  han- 
ger in  this  country,  some  years  ago?  But  to  go 
fertfaer  ba<^  and  to  giire  one  very  remarik- 
able  instanoe^who  has  yet  forgotten  the  stu- 
pendous influence  it  eiercised  over  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  England  in  tibe  case  «f 
Queen  Caroline  ?  It  is  generally  believed  tluit 
the  question  was  regularly  debated,-  and  Cmw 
mally  decided  by  vot^  among  the  proprietors, 
wfaethw  cThe  Tunes'  should  support  or  op- 
pose the  cause  of  that  unfortunate  lady,  and 
that  it  was  agreed  by  a  minority  of  one  that  als 
most  strenuous  exertions  should  be  made  in  bar 
ftvour.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  feet  was  that 
*  The  Times'  did  espouse  the  cause  of  Quoisn 
Caroline,  and  that  with  an  energy,  a  persever- 
ance, and  talent,  which  were  the  admiratioa  of 
ber  friends,  and  which  filled  her  foes  with  indig- 
nation and  dismay.  And  the  success  of  the  ad- 
vocacy corresponded  with  the  consummate  skill, 
the  singular  boldness,  and  commanding  talent  of 
tile  advocate.  The  public  sympathies  from  one 
eaftremity  of  the  empire  to  the  otiier,  were  ail 
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ci&Ced  in  fivreur  of  Queen  Caroline^  and  ereo- 
teifly  aiaaiftsled  tfaemseWes  in  such  a  way  as 
to  GttQse  the  House  of  Lords  to  shrink  from  re- 
turning a  verdict  of  guilty.  To  *  Hie  Tunes' 
belonged  in  a  great  measure  the  glory  of  adnev- 
ii^  the  triumph  of  that  Prinoess» — though  she 
mhappily  did  not  liye  many  loonths  to  enjoy  it 

Not  less  striking  was  the  display  of  the 
power  of  <  The  Times'  during  the  great  crisis 
el  the  Reform  BiH  Day  after  day  did  it  send 
forth  articles  in  &your  of  that  measure,  which 
for  rigour  of  conception  and  energy  of  expres- 
sion have  never  been  surpassed  by  any  composi- 
lions  in  the  Ei^lish  language.  Their  great 
efect  on  die  public  mind  was  visible  to  all :  it 
was  doubtless  also  sensibly  felt  by  the  members 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  Who  can  help 
regretting  that  so  powerful  an  aUy  in  favour  of 
Liberal  principles^— one  that  did  such  signal  ser- 
viee  to  the  public  cause — should  now  uphold  the 
very  system  it  once  so  zealously  and  with  such 
marked  success,  laboured  to  destroy  ? 

The  amazing  power  of  'The  Times'  is  ad- 
nutted  by  men  of  all  parties;  but  people  often 
eipress  themselves  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it 
My  impression  is,  that  various  causes  conspire 
to  produce  it  People  j&^uently  ask,  is  the 
enrpasBing  ability  of  its  leading  artieles  the 
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io«vce  of  ito  iofiaanoe?  Thrt  uadoulitedfy  is 
.«iie  element  in  it ;  and  it  is  oq%  in  the  ebM»e 
of  which  all  the  others  would  go  fixr  noduiig. 
But  tiiere  are  other  dements  in  the  great  infti- 
enoe  of  ^  The  Tunes.'  There  isy  for  ezan^le, 
Jthe  aoddental  circomst^oe  of  its  vast  dietdbt- 
tion.  Its  circulation  is  greater  than  that  of  afty 
other  daily  journal  in  England^  and  ia  only  buf- 
passed  in  Eurqpe  by  one  or  two  Pan»  piyig&> 
Were  its  diculadon  Iiiiuted»  the  talent  it  dni- 
plays  would  have  no  field  on  which  to  qperate; 
its  light,  to  use  a  scriptural  phraaoy  would  he 
hid  under  a  busheL  But  in  esfjmating  the  pro* 
portion  which  the  circulation  of  <  The  Timoa' 
contributes  to  its  aggregate  amount  of  power, 
regard  must  not  be  had  to  the  mere  extent  of 
eirculatbn.  The  character  of  that  dreuhtiaa 
must  be  taken  into  account  Well,  then,  one 
of  the  leading  attributes  of  the  dzculation.of 
*  The  Times'  is  it9  universality.  Other  papers 
are  diiefly,  in  some  cases  almost  ezduaivelj^, 
read  by  classes:  ^Tbe  Times'  is  read  by  alL 
It  boasts  of  its  ten  thousands  of  readers  amo^g 
the  upper  classes:  there  is  not  a  member  of 
either  House  of  Parliament  who  does  ,not  tegot* 
larly  read  it;  there  is  not  a  gentleme^fs  dnb 
whidi  does  not  take  it  in;  while  it  is  read  witb 
a  peculiar  eagerness  and  avidity  by  myriads?^ 
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"die  lower  clasBes.  Indeed,  one  may  say  it  it 
md  by  everybody.  You  never  meet  by  chanee 
^mlh  any  pencm,  who  makes  any  pretensiona  to 
inftelligenoe,  wfao  does  not,  by  some  means  or 
oOer,  see  ^The  Timea'  What  is  somewbat 
•aiogular  is,  that  even  diose  who  are  most  liberal 
sand  faesrty  in  their  abuse  of  it,  are  its  nuMt 
eager  and  constant  readers.  Every  one  knows 
tbit  tme  after  time  the  Ra(ficals  have  entered 
Into  a  sort  of  soleaooi  league  and  covenant  to 
anttihiktp?  it  akogetker,  and  to  convert  Printing 
Hauae  Sqaare  to  «ome  other  use  than  that  of 
iiuBiiifaokimttg  broad  sheets*  They  groan  at  it 
at  dieir  pubbc  meetings,  «mtil  they  make  them- 
iselfee  hoarse.  AH  liie  speakers  at  these  meet- 
nigs  eidiaust  their  vocabidary  of  iibuse  in  vitu- 
penrdng  *  The  Times.'  It  is  a  standing  tojfMc 
at  an  times  for  demagogues:  i<  they  run  them- 
selves out  on  all  other  ftemes,  it  is  a  never  fail- 
ing one  to  which  they  may  resort  And  the 
more  hearty  and  bitter  their  denunciations  of  it» 
file  more  firequent,  and  lusty,  and  general,  are 
tiie  plattdits  with  which  "tlieir  ears  are  sure  to 
\e  greeted.  If  a  speaker  at  one  of  these  meet- 
ings—Dr.  Wade  or  Mr.  Savage,  *r  example,— 
afcscihitely  curse  <The  Times,'  whidi  is  very 
often  done  in  a  style  wfcidh,  in  bitterness  if  not 
in  lengtti,  might  tie  wi&  thecelebtated  emrse  of 
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Sterne's  St  Anulphus, --then  you  hear  a 'shoot 
of  .exultation  burst  from  the  assembhige  wfaichy 
on  its  first  outbreak,  comes  on  your  ear  as  if  it 
were  the  crack  of  doom,  and  which  is  sure  to 
giye  you  an  idea  of  the  stentorian  capabilities  of 
a  Radical  meeting,  you  neyer  had  before.  And 
not  only  do  your  ears  inform  you  of  the  ecstaqr 
with  which  the'  Radical  meedngs  hear  their 
leaders  heaping  their  curses,  both  loud  and  dosp, 
on  ^The  Times;*  but  you  are  apprised  of  the 
same  fiict  by  means  of  your  eyes.  You  see  an 
indefinable  expression  of  delight  created  in  a 
moment  on  their  physiognomies  -^  a  smile  it 
may  be,  whidi  I  haye  often  thought  must  be  no 
bad  imitation  of  the  ghastly  smile  grinned  by 
Milton's  fiillen  angels.  Not  only  is  it  one 
of  the  leading  parts  of  the  duty  of  the  orators 
on  these  occasions  to  abuse  'The  Times'  in 
their  speeches,  but  that  abuse  must  needs  be 
embodied  in  the  resolutions  also.  And  in  many 
instances  even  this  has  not  contented  them :  t!bey 
have  come  to  formal  resolutions  not  to  **  use 
any  housei  which  took  in  'Tlie  Times;'  and 
they  have  appointed  deputations  to  go  round  to 
all  the  coflee-shops  in  the  metropolis^  to  order 
Its  exclusion  on  pam  of  not  patronising*  die 
muddy  liquid.  Well,  and  what  then?  Why, 
the  assemblage  have  no  sooner  dispersed  horn 
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«  Vto  Condick  'Ua,''  (Wlute  Conduit  Houses) 
Mr.  Savage's  '^Ciroufl  Street  I&sUtutioii,'*  or 
whereyer  they  may  have  met,  than  they  hasten 
to  the  eoffee-rooms  they  respectiyely  ^^use^** 
and  in  gruff  tones,  throwing  at  the  same  time 
llieir  two-pence-hal^nny  on  the  table,  holloa 
9ut — ^  A  cup  of  coffee,  slice  of  bread  and  but- 
ter, and— ^The  Times.* " 

It  is  the  same  with  others  in  the  middle 
chases  of  society,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  de- 
Bouncing  'The  Times.'  They  also  heartily  abuse 
i%  and  say  it  ought  to  be  read  by  no  respectable 
person  at  the  very  moment  they  are  Uiemselves 
devouring  its  contents  with  the  utmost  voracity. 
Cobbett  was  a  strildng  instance  of  this.  The 
staple  matter  of  his  Register,  as  every  one 
knows  who  was  in  the  habit  of  reading  it,  coo- 
aisted,  sometimes  for  many  consecutive  weeksy 
of  die  richest  specimens  of  abuse  of  <T1ie 
Tunes.'  He  excelled  all  men  I  ever  knew  in 
the  art  of  abuse.  Whenabusbg  *  The  Times' he 
excelled  himself.  There  were  a  mingled  coarse 
nesB  and  cordiality,  in  his  vituperation  of  thut 
journal,  whidi  showed  that  his  whole  soul  was 
thrown  into  it :  it  seemed,  indeed,  tohe  **  mar- 
row to  his  bones."  And  yet  he  was  a  regular 
reader  of  ' The  Times;'  it  was  the  first  journal 
be  called  for  in  the  morning;  and  it  was  often 
the  only  one  he  read.    I  recollect  feeling  very 
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I  suiprittd  one  nomiog  I  had  oooaami  to 
1»  in  his  house  befiore  mne  o^dock,  not  mdj  to 
••ft  that  die  <«  Bloody  Old  Thnesi*  «&»  ia  Us 
cmn  coane  way,  he  used  to  call  it^  was  ca  tiie 
tiUs  on  whidi  be  was  writiag»  hut  that  it  ww 
die  only  joamal  in  the  house, 

<  The  Hmes' and  its  leading  artades  bib  nil 
only  read  by  evwjrbody,  but  are*  talked  «f 
in  all  eompanioB.  **  Have  you  seen  ^  Hie 
JTinMB'  to-day  r  <<What  doM  <The  Timmf 
•ay«on  such  and  such  asubjectT*  ^  ^Hie  ThMsT 
•ays  ao  and  so.**  <<  That  was  a  masterly  SBrtioU 
into-day's  'Hmes,'"  8k^— aro  quesfioi8«[ii 
observations  in  eferyone^s  mouthy  go  vrtieve  yws 
wiH.  So  eageily  is  <11m  Thnes'  sought  sftsTf 
that  em  number  often  passes  through  Ae 
hands  of  sixty  or  seventy  individualk  Bnt  Ml 
only  is  its  power  eserased  on  those  who  read 
*  Hie  Times'  itself;  it  influences  a  reef  laige 
ftopoition  of  the  eommunity  who  setdsm  or 
Mver  ha&cfie  any  of  its  sheets.  Th^fo  is  scaroely 
a  pwivincial  paper  in  the  oonntry  which  dees  fiaot 
iBore  or  less  frequendy  quote  from  its  lettfiag 
articles;  and  the  matter  thus  quoted,  enerases 
die  same  influence  as  if  read  in  its  own  identical 

Thus  <  The  Tbies'  is  lead  by  everybody^ 
even  by  those  who  are  most  prodigal  of  their 
slrase<rfit'  And  to  the  drcmistance  of  its  be- 
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ng  flo  exteHBifdy  circuliled  among  «U  dasses 
ef  8oaety>  is  imdoubtedlj  to  be  asaibediiiaehDC 
that  influence  it  has  tBO  long  exerciBed  jver  tbe 
fyribiBc  vdncL 

The  aleacKness  of  its  purpose^  when  it  has  any 
parlaccdar  objeet  in  liew,  is  another  characteiis- 
lie  of  «The  Tunes;  which  contiibntes  esaen* 
liaBy  to  inyest  it  with  the  power  it  possesses. 
When  it  has  determined  on  the  aooomplishment 
dT  any  particular  object^  it  not  oidy  leaTes  no 
means  untried,  and  lends  all  its  conunandtng 
ernergSsstoeanry  it  into  eflbct,  but  it  never  re- 
bses  m  its  eflforts  until  it  has  either  succeeded 
Or  Success  has  become  demonstraldy  impossible* 
Us  persereranoe  in  such  oases  is  surprising. 
Tor  weeks,  aye^  and  for  months,  witibout  flie 
intoimistton  of  a  single  day,  will  its  columns 
Bentun  iSaborato  leading  artiribs  in  finreur  ef 
Hie  dbfect  it  has  in  contemplation.  Who  does 
not  femember  its  unremittii^  labours  for  montbsb 
towttds  Ae  dose  of  1884,  to  damage  the  polili* 
eddiaracter  of  Lord  Brougham?  Of  its  conduct 
onthat  occarion  I  have  always  disapproved;  but 
flte  success  wiiii  which  its  labours  were  crowned 
is  known  to  every  one,  and  famishes  another  at- 
testalion,  in  addition  to  those  I  have  already 
mentioned,  of  its  great  power  over  Ibe  pubHe 


,y  Google 


14  THX  KSHVPAnE 

One  odier  attribute  of  <  Tlie  TbneB,'  wbich 
oontributeB  to  mrest  it  with  the  yast  power  it 
poBsesses,  is  the  surprising  harmony  of  its  va- 
ried contents.  In  some  journals  you  will  oflten 
find  two  leadmg  artides  in  the  same  number 
.dashing  as  much  together,  as  if  the  one  were  iJOr 
tended  as  an  answer  to  the  other:  in  ^  Tbe 
Times'  you  never  see  any  such  discrepancy  or 
contradiction*  But  not  only  is  it  in  what  is 
tailed  the  leading  matter  that  '  The  Times' 
harmonises  in  so  striking  a  manner;  the  same 
harmony  pervades  the  entire  arrangements  of 
the  joumaL  Everything^  down  to  the  least 
trifling  paragraph  of  intelligence^  is  made  sub* 
servient  to  tbe  objects  aimed  at  in  tbe  leading 
artides.  Every  department  is  in  tbe  bands  ef 
the  person  deemed  most  qualified  for  it  There 
are  the  prindpal  editor,  the  gentlemen  occa- 
sionally employed  to  write  leaders,  tbe  sub- 
editor, tbe  selector  of  articles  of  inteUigence^  and 
tiie  person  employed  to  make  up  tbe  paper,  aa 
it  is  technically  called;  and  aH  work  as  harmoh 
oiously  together  as  if  the  entire  contents  were 
Ibe  production  of  one  hand.  JSo  admirable  ia 
the  state  of  disdpline^  if  I  may  use  the  exjffes-^ 
sion,  in  the  ofSce  of  <  The  Times,'  that  the 
wishes  of  the  prindpal  editor  are  40  sooner 
ascertained  than  they  are  carried  into  effect^  m 
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the  minutest  paiticiilar.   A  remarkable  iBnatra- 
tion  of  this  was  giyen  when,  on  the  downMI 
of  the  Melbourne  Administrsdon  in  1884»  it 
changed  its  politics.  That  event  took  place  on  a 
Saturday:  the  leading  article  of  the  following 
Monday  was  in  &Tour  of  a  Wellington  and  Peei 
Administration.    On  the  Tuesday  every  part  «f 
<  The  Thne%'  down  to  the  most  trifling  artida 
of  intdligence,  was  as  thoroughly  ConserraliTe 
as  if  the  paper  had  been  a  most  strenuous  sup 
porter  of  that  party  from  the  first  day  of  its  e»> 
tablishment    And  since  that  day  to  ihis^  not 
only  iias  each  successiTe  number  of  the  paper 
been  in  perfect  conristency  with  the  numbers 
that  preceded  i^^  but  there  has  not  been  the 
afightest  discrepancy  obsenrable  between  one 
part  ct  the  paper  and  another.    Ko  trace  of  its 
limner  liberalism,  either  by  accident  or  otheiv 
wis^  has  been  visible  since  November  7, 1884» 
up  to  the  moment  at  which  I  make  this  remark. 
The  singular  sagadty  displayed  in  the  con- 
ducting of  <  llie  Times '  is  another  element  of 
its  vast  power.    It  seizes  with  a  sort  of  intui- 
tion on  ^ose  topics  which  are  most  suited  to  the 
puhUc  taste,  and  it  discusses  them  with  a  cor- 
responding skill    Hie  sagacity  of  <  The  Time^ 
in  these  respects  is  really  extraordinary.    TVhatf 
with  the  interest  which  the  reader  feels  in  the 
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mlbjedt  itaeU^  and  tiie  taet  mneed  in  Ae  im;^ 
ment  of  such  6uti)«et^  no  one  erer  penwet  ilie 
kading  arddes  of  that  jounal  wSdMut  lBdfa« 
Insist  faunied-HMfc  boTBe— aif^y  by  tiie  wiiter, 
bowewr  oonnncai  lie  may  be  Aat  tnitfa  «ad 
jBBtice  «re  on  the  opposite  sde  of  tbe  qneBtum* 
i  ^Bow  of  no  wnting  anetent  or  modcniy  Hmk 
can  be  compared  to  -fhat  in  <  The  Hmes^  for  a 
aaoceas&i  appeal  to  tlae  feelings  and  paawmsof 
the  <«nnnimay.  if  time  ivere  propiie^  in  Hm 
•espvesBion,  I  knovr  of  no  phrase  wfaioh  ooold 
nnore  fcrdbly  chaiaeteriae  llial  jounud  dian  te 
xtH  it  <<  The  Demosthenes  of  die  PressP 

I  shaU  only  mention  icme  other  lamnngtBiiee 
vMA  oonteibutes  to  arm  ^  Tlie  Thnea*  wilii 
llie  immense  power  H  wields  over  puddici^^umm. 
2  aUude  to  that  of  lis  being  so  vehemently  and 
incessantly  atttaeked  by  other  jounmHs.  WiA 
4f  its  threeor fourliandred  contemporaries  in  &e 
XMted  Kingdom  has  not  at  one  time  or  other 
ted  its  fling  at  <  The  Times?'  Itsartade%or 
parts  of  ihem,  are  regularly  ifaeted  by  a  laige 
fortSon  of  the  preeSy  in  order  that  ^bey  may  be 
answered.  Hoir  many  leading  jsrticdes  of  the 
-London  and  |)rovincial  joumab  consist  onliii^ 
ef  fltttadson^neTfanes'or^jff  answeietoils 
jfftides?  Some  journals  liye  by  attacking  «  Tim 
Times.'    To  many  newspaper  editocs  in 
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and  ooimtry  iti  atiactioii,  wen  vnch  athiiig 
libdy  to  Imppeiiy  would  be  a  calanuity  of  noovdi- 
aary  magmtude. .  Th^  attention  thus  drawn  to 
the  leaden  of  <  The  Timesy'  and  the  impojrtanee 
conferred  on  them  by  the  anawera  made  to  them 
in  other  joumal%  neeeaaarilyinveat  it  with  an 
imreemie  power  over  public  opinion. 

These  have  always  appeared  to  me  the  lead* 
ing  sources  of  the  great  power  which  ^  Tlie 
TfaneB'  hae  so  long  possessed.  They  account 
in  my  opinion  satisfactorily  enough  for  a  fact^ 
the  causes  of  whidi,  beyond  that  of  the  com- 
noanding  talent  and  consummate  tact  of  tiiat 
joomaly  are  so  generally  r^^arded  as  involved  in 
mystery* 

/  The  Times^  is  ardent  in  its  friendships  and 
implacable  in  its  resentments.  When  it  ea- 
pousea  the  cause  of  an  individual  or  a  party,  it 
throws  its  whole  soul  into  the  advocacy  of  that 
cause — as  much  so^  indeed,  as  if  its  own  very 
existence  as  a  journal  were  bound  up  with  it 
It  will  encounter  any  measure  of  obloquy  for 
those  it  deems  worthy  of  its  friendship :  pity,  on 
the  oHker  hand,  the  luckless  mortal  or  body  of 
mortalS)  who  incur  its  displeasure !  It  will,  as 
Blair,  in  his  poem  on  "  The  Grave,"  says,  "  pur- 
sue them  dose  through  every  lane"  of  ^^  their 
puM^  Efe;"  not  once  missing  Am  track,  <«  but 
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pressing  onwards  till  it  has  hurried  them  over  Aa 
tremendous  verge  of  ruin  !**  Do  ^  The  Times' 
an  act  of  friendship,  and  no  journal  is  more  grate- 
ftil  for  it:  do  it  an  injury,  and  you  have  com- 
mitted an  unpardonaUe  sin,  for  which,  shoidd 
it  deem  you  a  person  of  sufficient  weighty  you 
are  sure  to  be  vuited  with  condign  punishment 
The  severity  of  its  punishments,  indeed,  often 
exceeds  the  magnitude  of  the  oflfence. 
<  The  Times '  was  established  in  176a*    For 

•  'The  Tines'  had  been  a  few  yean  ettoblidied  be- 
fore  this  under  the  title  of  '  The  Universal  Register. 
The  following  are  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  firat 
number  of  '  The  Tinfies'  for  the  change  of  the  title, 
with  an  announcement  of  certain  contemplated  iro. 
provements.  It  is  a  curious  article  and  wiU  be  read 
with  interest  :— 

**  'The  UniTersal  Register'  has  been  a  naaM  as  iiga. 
rious  to  the  logographic  newspaper  as  Tristram  was 
to  Mr.  Shandy's  son ;  but  old  Shandy  forgot  he  might 
have  rectified  by  confirmation  the  mistake  of  the  par« 
son  at  baptism,  and  with  the  touch  of  a  bishop  changed 
Tristram  into  Trismegistus- 

''*'  The  Unirersal  Register/  from  the  day  of  iU  first 
appearance  to  the  day  of  its  confirmation,  had,  like 
Tristram,  suffered  from  innumerable  casualties,  both 
laughable  and  serious,  arising  from  its  name,  which  ia 
its  introduction  was  immediately  curtailed  of  its  fidr 
proportions  by  all  who  called  for  it,  the  word  '  Univw- 
lal'  bdng  uniTersally  omitted,  and  the  word  'Bcgiater' 
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m  'hog  period  it  was  inferior  in  drcttlation  and 
influence  to  <  The  Morning  Cbromde^'  then  un- 
der the  managemeut  of  Mr.  James  Perry*    It 

being  <mly  retained.  "  Boy,  bring  me '  The  Register/" 
The  waiter  answers,  "  Sir,  we  have  no  library,  but 
you  max  *^  ^^  *^  ^^  '  ^^^  Exeluinge  Coflee-House/  " 
"Thea  I  will  see  it  there/'  answers  the  disappoinled 
politician,  and  he  goes  to  the  'New  Exchange  CcAe- 
House/  and  calls  for  '  The  Register,'  upon  which  tbe 
waiter  tells  him  he  cannot  hare  it  as  he  is  not  s  sub- 
scriber, or  presents  him  with  *  The  Court  and  City 
Register/  'The  Old  Annual  Register/  or  'The  New 
Annual  Raster,'  or,  if  the  coffee-house  be  within  the 
purlieus  of  Corent  Garden  or  the  hundreds  of  Dmryf 
sfips  into  the  politician's  hand  '  Harris's  Register  of 
Ladies/ 

"For  these  and  other  reasons,  the  printer  of 'TheUni. 
Tersal  Register'  has  added  to  its  original  name  that  of 
'The  Times/  which  being  a  monosyllable,  bids  defiance 
to  the  comiptors  and  mutilators  of  the  language. 

" '  The  Times'  J  What  a  monstrous  name!  Granted— 
for  '  The  Times'  Is  a  many  .headed  monster  that  speaks 
with  an  hundred  tongues^  and  displays  a  thousand 
characters,  and  in  the  course  of  its  transitions  in  lifo, 
assumes  innumerable  shapes  and  humours. 

"  The  critical  reader  will  obsenre  we  personify  our 
new  name,  but  as  we  give  it  no  distinction  of  sex^  and 
though  it  will  be  actire  in  its  vocations,  yet  we  apply 
to  it  the  neuter  gender. 

'"The  Times'  being  formed  of  and  posses^ng  qualities 
of  opposite  and  heterogeneous  natures,  cannot  be  classed 
either  in  the  animal  or  vegetable  gmv$,  but  like  the 
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not  mrtil  Rafter  the  peaee  of  ISId,  tbat « IVi 
Tbnes'  began  to  take  tbe  lead  among  the  JUIj 
papers  of  l^ngland.    It  soon  after  estafaKihcd  ki 

Polypus  if  doubtful,  and  in  the  discuMion,  detcriptioo, 
and  Ulustntion^  will  employ  the  pens  of  the  most  ode* 
brated  amongst  the  literati. 

«<The  heads  of  'The  Tines/  as  already  haabeen 
«ud>  un  mtmj ;  these  will,  however,  not  always  sp. 
pear  at  the  same  time,  but  casually,  as  public  or  pttrate 
affairs  may  call  them  forth. 

"  The  principal  or  leading  heads  are : — ^The  Litem. 
ry-^Political— Commercial — Philosophical— Critical'- 
Theatrlcal-*-Fashionable~Humerou8— Witty,  &c.  Ac. 
each  of  which  are  supplied  with  a  competent  share  ol 
intellect  for  the  pursuit  of  their  several  functions;  an 
endowment  which  is  not  in  all  to  be  found,  eyen  in  the 
lieads  of  the  Btate,  the  he^ads  of  the  Church,  the  heads 
of  the  Law,  the  heads  of  the  Navy,  the  heads  of  tlie 
Army,  and,  though  last  not  least,  the  great  heads  of 
the  UniTersities. 

''The  political  head  of ' The  Times,  Uke  that  of  Ja- 
BUS  the  Roman  deity,  is  doulile-faced ;  with  one  coon, 
tenance  it  will  smile  continually  on  the  fnends  of  Old 
En^and,  and  with  the  other  will  frown  incessantly  on 
her  enemies. 

"  The  alteration  we  hare  made  In  our  paper  is  not 
without  precedents.  '  The  World'  has  parted  with  half 
Its  caput  martuum  and  a  moiety  of  its  brains.  'The 
Herald*  has  cut  off  one  half  of  its  head  and  has  lost  iU 
original  humour.  '  The  Post,'  it  is  true,  retains  its 
whole  head  and  its  old  features ;  and  as  to  the  othtf 
pttbilc  prints,  they  appear  as  haTing  neither  heads  aar 
tails. 
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cjBB*  to  dtt  title»  wUeb  it  sabteqiiett^  appro^ 
piiited  to  itself  of  bemg  the  leading  journal 
^  Europe.  Mr.  Walter,  the  IJAtber  of  the  pvo- 
•e&t  Mr.  Walter,  was  for  many  years  tbe  prin- 
cipal  proprietor  of  the  paper.  That  geDUeman 
abo  took  an  active  put  in  ita-general  manage* 
Bent  Hie  son,  tbe  Member  for  Berkabire^  waa 
die  principal  contribator  of  leading  artieleB  to  it 
during  some  of  the  moat -eventful  yean  of  tbe 
war  with  France.  Dr.  Stodldart,  now  Sur  Joba 
Stoddart^  the  Governor  of  Malta,  conducted 
^TheTimea^  fosraevenlyeaca,  ending  in  leUor 

''On  the  Parliamentary  head  every  communication 
that  ability  and  industry  can  produce  may  be  expected, 
to  this  great  national  object^ '  The  Times'  will  be  most 
sedulously  attentive,  most  accurately  corrset,  aad 
alrictly  impartial  fai  iU  reports." 

The  following  was  at  this  Ume  the  imprint  to  'The 
Times' >- 

''London :  Printed  for  J.  Walter,  at  the  Logogra- 
phic  Press,  Printing  House  Square,  near  Apothecaries 
Hall,  Bladdiiars;  where  Advertisements,  Essays^ 
Letters,  and  Articles  of  InteUigenoe  wiU  be  taken  hk 
Also  at  Mr.  Meitenius's,  Ckmfectioner,  Charing  Cross; 
Mr.  Whiteares's,  Watchmaker,  No.  80,  opporite  St 
DunsUn's  Church,  Fleet  Street ;  Mr.  Axtell's,  No.  1. 
Finch  Lane,  Comhill ;  at  Mr.  Bushby's,  No.  1.  Cathe- 
xine  Street,  Strand;  Mr.  Hose's,  Klk  Dyer,  Spring 
Gardens;  and  Mr.  Orise's,  Stationer,  No.  lOS,  Comar 
efVomitaoi  Court*  Strand." 
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181^  when  tiiie  extreme  wuleaoe  ol  Iqs  Bttm^B 
on  Napoleon  Boniqparte  was  such,  that  the 
proprietors  saw  the  expediency  of  putting  aa 
end  to  his  engagement  So  annoyed  did  Bou^ 
parte,  when  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  feel  at 
some  of  Dr.  Stoddarfs  attacks,  that  he  caused 
the  question  to  be  submitted  to  some  of  the 
leading  eounsel  at  the  English  bar,  whether  he 
oould  proceed  against  the  journal  for  Tarious 
articles  whidi  he  pronounced  the  grossest  libels. 
Dr.  Stoddart,  in  1817,  started  <  The  New  Times,' 
with  tbe  douUe  viewr ct  q>posing  <  The  Tunes' 
and  still  further  yilifying  Napoleon.  The  result 
is  well  known:  'The  New  Times'  promised 
well  tor  some  time,  but  then  began  gradually  to 
decline.  It  eventually  expired,  and  <  Tlie  Morn- 
ing Journal,'  conducted  by  Mr.  Alexander,  late 
editor  of '  The  Liverpool  Standard,'  aros^  pho»> 
nix-like,  from  its  ashes.  Its  term  of  existence^ 
however,  was  of  much  shorter  duration  than  that 
of  its  predecessor — ^it  only  lived  two  or  Aree 
years.  It  ceased  in  1830,^its  circulation  having 
fidlen  so  low  as  nine  hundred  copies.    - 

Mr.  Barnes,  the  present  editor  6t  'The  Tlmei^ 
succeeded  Dr.  Stoddart    Mr.  Barnes  had  pre- 
viously, in  1810  I  think,  brought  himself  into 
fitvourable  notiee  by  a  series  of  sketches  of 
some  <^  die  leading  public  characters  of  that 
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poriod^  which  appeared  in  <  Hie  Eaumiaer'— 
taen  the  property  and  under  the  editorehip  of  the 
jate  Mr.  JiAn  Hunt,  brother  of  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt 
Theee  sketches  by  Mr.  Baraes  were  afterwards 
republished  in  a  detached  form,  and  excited 
much  interest  from  the.  vigour  of  their  style, 
and  the  general  accuracy  of  the  authcnr's  esti- 
mate of  the  intellectual  and  political  characters 
of  the  personages  of  whom  he  spoke.  Since 
Mr.  Barnes^  first  connexion  i^th  <  The  Hmes'  as 
editors-he  had  previously  be^n  a  reporter — ^he 
haa»  up  to  the  present  time^  tiad  the  entire  con* 
duct  erf  the  paper.  I  have  seen  various  state- 
ments oi  his  supposed  salary  as  editor.  The 
sum  most  frequently  mentioned  is  twelve  hun- 
dred guineas ;  but  it  is,  I  believe,  all  guess-work 
even  with  those  who  speak  most  confidently 
on  the  suliject  He  is  understood  to  have^ 
some  yeans  since,  become  one  of  the  proj^e* 
tors. 

Captain  Stirling  has  often  been  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  editors  of  ^The  Times,'  and  some- 
times as  die  principal  editor.  There  is  not  the 
shg^test  truth  in  the  report  He  has  not^  and 
never  had,  any  control  whatever  over  its  co- 
lumns ;  nor  does  he  ever  go  to  the  office.  The 
only  connexion  ho  is  understood  to  have  with 
<The  Tunes/   is  that  of  having  for  some  years 
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paAt  contributed  occsrfonal  artieles ;  far  wUth 
he  is  said  to  receive  a  higher  rate  of  remuneim* 
taon  than  was  ever  paid  in  any  other  casfe  Itar 
newspaper  contributions.  It  is  stated  with 
much  confidence,  by  some  parties  who  affect  to 
be  oonTeraant  with  Ihe  most  secret  arrange* 
ments  in  the  leading  newspaper  offices,  that 
Captain  Stirling  receiTes  one  thoosand  guineas 
par  annum  for  the  articles  he  contributes  to 
<  Hie  Times.'  This,  like  the  amount  of  the 
salary  of  Mr.  BameS)  is  all  conjecture.  No 
one  either  knows  the  sum  he  receives  or  the 
number  of  articles  he  contributes.  Ferhaps 
there  is  no  newspaper-office  in  London,  of  the 
private  arrangements  of  which  less  is  known 
than  of  those  of  <The  Times'  office. 

Mr.  Alsager,  brother  of  Captain  Alsageij 
Member  for  the  Eastern  division  of  Surrey,  has 
for  many  years  supplied  th^  city  article  of  'Hie 
Times.'  Those  who  know  him  intimately  give 
him  credit  for  having  a  more  thorough  know- 
ledge of  our  monetary  system  and  finanxaal  re* 
gulations,  than  any  man  alive;  If  private  report 
speaks  truth,  he  has,  by  means  of  his  artkles  in 
*  Tlie  Tunes,'  on  more  than  one  occanon  saved 
(he  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ekigland  firom 
some  most  serious  errors,  and  the  country  from 
the  eonaequences  of  their  blunders.    I  have 
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bead  Mr.  AlMger's  salary^  for  fats  coiitribaticxns 
to^The  Time%'  stated  by  some  at  seven  hxm^ 
dred,  and  by  others  at  eight  hundred  gidneas 
peramram.  IbdieTetbeamountof hisremone* 
ration  is  somewhere  about  either  of  these  sums* 
What  the  exact  extent  of  the  circulation  of 
<The  Tittes'  is  no  one  knows,  as  the  stamp 
letnms  incliide  the  stamps  used  for  *The 
Erening*  MaiV  a  three-titaaes-a-week  paper, 
belonging  to  the  same  proprietors,  and  issi>- 
faig,  from  the  same  establishment  In  No* 
▼ember,  ISBi,  previous  to  the  change  in  its 
poltties,  the  circulation  of  <The  Times'  was 
supposed  to  exce^  1^000  copies  daily.  By 
that  change  it  lost  a  considerable  number  of  its 
anbsctSiers,  though  it,  doubtless,  gained  otibers 
from  the  Conservative  party.  It  is  now  gene^ 
rally  befieved  that  it  has  so  far  recovered  the 
enbecribers  who  had  left  it,  as,  with  the  new 
ones  it  has  gained,  to  make  its  circulation  not 
nmch  under  what  it  was  previous  to  November, 
•1884.  I  am  aware  the  newspaper  returns  for 
die  ten  months  ending  in  April  of  the  present 
year,  do  not  g^ve  it  an  average  circulation  of 
10,000  copies;  but  the  newspaper  agents — 
and  they  are  the  best  authorities  in  a  matter  oi 
tlnekuidr— concur  in  saying  that  during  the  last  six 
montfas  it  has  risen  considerably  in  circulation. 

▼OI«  II.  c 
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To  *  The  Titaes'  belongs  the  merit  of  haying 
TttiBed  the  (kdly  press  of  England  to  its  pre- 
sent respectable  rank.    It  was  the  first  to  give 
a  high  rate  of  remuneration  for  th^  labour, 
to  all  the  literary  gentlemen  on  the  establishr 
ment»  and  also  to  improve  the  medianioal  de- 
partments of  the  paper.     It  was  the  first  to 
press  the  amassing  capabDities  of  steam  madiuiety 
into  the  service  of  the  daily  journals.     To  Mr* 
Waiter,  I  believe,  the  credit  of  this  great  in^ 
provement  is  due.    He  incurred  the  ^oimous 
expenditure  of  ^,0002.  in  experiments,  befove 
he  brought  it  to  perfection.    It  was  in  Novem- 
ber, 1814,  that  the  readers  of  <The  Hmea' 
^weie  for  the  first  time  informed,  by  a  short  lead* 
ing  article,  that  the  number  of  the  paper  they 
then  held  in  their  hand  was  printed  by  8teai% 
and  at  the.  astounding  rate  of  4^000  capLea  an 
hour.    Other  establishments,  in  the  course  of 
time,  followed  the  example  of  ^Hie  Tunes.* 
Before  the  introduction  of  a  steam  power  into 
the  printing-offices  of  the  daily  papers,  the  pio-^ 
prietors  were  obliged  to  cause  duplicates  of  each 
nxunber  to  be  '<set  up^"  in  order  to  get  ik^^ 
paper  out  in  tolerable  time;  and  even  then,    «& 
the  most  active  and  powerful  pressman  cou^^ 
not  throw  off  above  500  impressions  in  an  hovo* 
by  means  of  his  hand,  the  publicati<m  of  par^  oC 
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the  paper  ivas  always  delayed  to  a  late  hour; 
while  the  necessity  of  going  to  press  early  pre- 
rented  the  possibility  of  giving  any  important 
intelligence^  which  chanced  to*  arrive  late  in  the 
morning, — ^in  any  other  than  a  very  limited  part 
ef  the  impression. 

<  The  Hmes'  was  also  the  first  journal  to  set 
tiie  eieample  of  giving  double  sheets.  For  many 
years,  at  great  expense  to  the  prqirietors,  it 
published  supplemental  sheets  when  there  was 
a  pressure  of  advertisements,  or  of  other  im- 
portant matter, — on  eadi  of  whidi  it  paid  a  duty 
of  two-pence,  though  no  additional  charge  waa 
made  to  the  public^  The  idea  was  at  length 
hit  on,  that  by  publishing  one  large  sheet  of  the 
aame  size  as  the  former  ones,  the  propnetors 
would  escape  this  heavy  expenditure.  This  was 
some  years  ago;  and  since  that  lime  the  practice 
of  pablishing  occasional  double  sheets— on  an 
average,  during  the  sitting  ot  Parliament,  three 
or  four  a  week-— has  been  continued  by  *The 
Tfanea'  'Tlie  Morning  Herald'  has  also  often 
published  double  sheets  during  the  last  few 
years*  <The  Morning  Post'  does  the  same, 
Ihov^h  with  much  less  frequency;  and  'The 
Itfoming  Chronicle'  has  done  so,  perhaps,  fifteen 
or  twenty  times  within  the  last  twelve  months.  In 
one  of  these  double  sheets  there  is  a  quantity  of 
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mstter  equal  to  what  is  contained  in  tbroe  ordfr* 
nary  octavo  yolumes ;  -  so  that  you  get  as  mudi 
matter  in  a  double  sheet  bf  a  Morning  Paper  for 
sevenpence,*  aa  you  get  from  a  publisher  of 
novels  for  a  guinearand-arhalf !     What  a  con* 
trast  there  is  between  the  appearance  of  a  double 
sheet  of  *The  Times '  in  18d6»  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  paper  when  established  in  1788 ! 
Tlien  it  was  a  snnll  sheet,  ehiefly  printed  in 
large,  opea  type :  the  quantity  of  matter  it  now 
contamsis  at  least  six  times  as  great  as  it  con- 
tained at  the  time  of  its  commencement.    The 
quality  of  the  matter  has  inqproved  in,  perhaps^ 
tke  same  proportion.     If,  again,  a  comparison 
be  made  between  the  quantity  of  matter  con- 
tained in  the  first  EngUah  newspaper— pub- 
lished, V  think,  in  the  ragn  of  Charlee  Khe 
First— and  a  double  sheet  of  <The  Times'  it 
will  be  found  that  there  is  nearfy  fifty  times  sb 
much  in  the  latter  as  in  the  fbmer. 

To  <The  Times '  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for 
the  plan  now  adopted  by  most  of  the  Monwoy 
Papers,  of  procuring  important  intriUgefloe^  in 
the  shortest  possible  time,  by  means  of  expiesaes. 
It  was  the  first  to  set  the  example.  All  of  these 
expresses  are  attended  by  a  heavy  expense  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  momii^  journals  s  sooke  of 


^  The  price  since  this  was  written^  has  been  reduced 
tofirepencei 
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Aem  incur  so  enormous  an  expense,  that  one  is 
surprised  at  the  spirit  and  enterprise  wfaiob 
prompt  the  proprietors  to  undertake  then. 
They  often  cost  fifty  or  sixty  pounds,  when  the 
distance  to  be  travelled  is  only  between  two  and 
Aree  hundred  miles.  Owing  to  accidental  cii^ 
cumstanees,  they  sometimes  amount  to  a  much 
larger  sum*  The  expense  of  sending  down  two 
gendemen  to  report  .the  proceedings  at  the 
Glasgow  dkiner,  given  to  Lord  Durham  in  1834| 
and  expressing  the  report  of  those  proeeedingSi 
is  understood  to  have  cost  the  proprietors  of 
<Tbe  Times'  neariy  200/.  The  journey,  upr 
wards  of  400  nules  in  length,  was  perfimned  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour. 

The  profyrietorship  of  <  The  Times*  is  said  to 
be  divided  into  ttxteen  shares.  Of  this  number 
l£r.  Walter  is  generally  understood  to  have  heldi 
if  he  do  not  now  hold,  nine.  It  has  been  veiy 
confidently  reported,  for  some  time  past,  that  he 
Asposed  of  the  majority  of  bis  shares  at  the 
time  of  the  ejection  of  the  Melbourne  Mmistry 
in  1884,  to  the  Carlton  Club :  and  the  price  is 
said  to  have  been  150,000/.  But  the  matter  is 
onily  report:  no  one,  I  presume,  who  is  likely 
to  make  the  matter  public  knows  anything  of 
the  precise  footing  on  which  <The  Times^  In 
thb  respect  stands. 
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This  journal  is  a  most  valuable  property.  Its 
estimated  worth  is  given  at  25O,OO0iL:  its 
annual  profit,  for  some  years  past,  are  suppoeed 
to  be  between  20,000^  and  30,000^ 

*  The  Urnes^  directly  employs,  in  one  way  or 
otb«r,  nearly  one  bundred  individuals.  The 
ixumber  of  oompo»tors  alone  is  between  fifty  and 
sixty.  Including  the  ccnnmunications  of  cor- 
respondents from  evory  part  of  the  countiy  and 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  there  is  not  perhaps 
a  number  wbich  appears  that  does  not  oontain  a 
portion  of  the  manual  or  intellectual  labour  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  individuals.  Supposing 
therefore  the  paper  were,  by  some  extraordinary 
casualty,  suddenly  to  be  extinguished,  how 
great  would  be  the  number  of  families  who 
would  directly  suffer  firom  the  drcumatance! 

The  Mornikg  Herald  was  established  in 
178%  and  was  for  some  time  the  great  rival  of 
«Thje  Times;'  but  <The  Morning  Cbronicle* 
for  the  last  two  years  has  been  its  prmdpal  op^ 
ponent  There  are  few  journals  whidi  have  un- 
dergone greater  vicissitudes  of  fortune  than  tbe 
*  Morning  Herald.'  In  1820,  it  was  scarcely 
ever  seen  or  heard  of:  its  drculation  was  as  low 
as  1,400  copies  per  day ;  and  it  was  only  pre- 
vented from  dying  altogether  by  the  advertise- 
ments, which  still  continued,  in  considerable 
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nbersytofind  tli^  way  into  its  cbhimns.  Itbe* 
gBD  tQ  attract  attention  at  the  time  I  have  men- 
tioned, in  consequence  of  a  series  of  reports  of 
the  proceedings  in  Bow-street  Office,  whidi  was 
Ihen  commenced  in  it^  These  reports  were  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  ViThite,  now  one  of  the  proprietors 
and  also  one  of  the  editors,  and  were  remark- 
able for  their  humour.  Of  course  they  were, 
fi>r  the  most  part^  caricatures  of  what  actually 
traaaspired;  but  the  public  got  something  to 
laugh  at,  and  it  never  troubled  itself  abotit 
the  fidelity  of  the  representations.  They  appeared 
exdun^ely  in  ^  The  Herald'  agreeably  to  an  ar- 
nmgement  between  the  proprietors  and  the 
writer.  Thoee^  therefore,  who  wished  a  dish  of  fun 
to  be  senred  up  with  breakfast,  and  could 
afford  to  pay  seyenpence  for  it,  were  obliged  to 
procure  <llie  Herald'  The  condequence  was, 
that  the  piqper  rose  in  circulation  with  amazing^ 
rapidity.  In  the  short  space,  I  have  been  assured, 
of  little  more  than  a  year,  it  trebled  its  circula- 
tion. Another  accidental  circumstance  occurred 
flome  time  after,  which  contributed  essentially 
to  raise  the  character  and  extend  the  circu- 
lation of  the  paper.  The  property  was  dirided 
into  sixteen  shares,  which  were  held  by 
flereral  proprietors.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Olas- 
mogtout    having  disputed  widi  the  late  Mr. 
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Thvraita^  who  hdd  a  mjority  iA  the 
„tfae  property  was  thrown  iato  «lie  Court  of 
Chaooery.  The  managing-  pyyrietorB,  ia  or- 
der ho  exclude  Mr.  Glassingtoii  from  a  share  of 
the  profit&-^as  they  considered  his  conduet  to  be 
vexatious  in  the  extreme— threw  bai^  ahnoet 
all  the  Vetums  on  the  paper  ifeseli  In  parliar 
mentary  and  law  reporting — ^in  expresses  from 
all  parts  of  the  country — and  in  prooiiiing  with 
the  utmost  possible  expedition,  regular  eonre^ 
pondence  from  all  the  leading  townsin  Europe^ — 
^  The  Herald'  entered  into  a  spirited  competi- 
tion with  '  The  Times*'  The  result^  as  nKglit 
haye  been  expected,  was  that  the  paper  rosewiiii 
great  rapidity  both  in  reputation  and  drcid»- 
tion;  and  is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  yeani^ 
only  second  to,  its  contemponuy  of  Printing 
House  Square.  In  its  foreign  conespondeDoa^ 
5  The  Herald'  was  for  many  years  eqieddy  dia- 
tinguisbedr  I  am  not  sure  timt  this  deparCmoiit 
has  quite  sustained  its  previous  reputation,  far 
the  last  two  or  three  years. 

The  politics  of  <The  K&nld'  used  to  be  r«w 
markable  for  their  independence  of  party  spirit. 
It  was  one  day  with  the  Tories,  and  the  next 
with  the  Whigs.  It  viewed  every  question  aiv 
aordmg  to  what  the  editor  conceived  to  he  tiie 
iustioeand  truth  of  that  question;  and  a  irt--^ 


itized  by  Google 


voRHniQ  FAraiuk  83 

ipoke  ka  MntiiiieBts  ift  plaia  and  stnightferw«ni» 
though  moderate  language.  A  better  spMineti 
of  m  0tiictfy  imiwrtial  and  independent  journal 
tibna  *  The  Herald*  aflbrded  some  years  ago^  I 
hme  never  aeen.  It  is  Junius,  I  think,  ivlio 
qieaking  of  the  view  be  took  of  some  particii- 
lar  qneslin,  saya-****  This  is  not  the  baxBe  of 
iKtion  or  of  party,  or  of  any  indiTtdual,  bat 
liio  oMimon  interest  of  every  man  in  Britain.'' 
If  ever  the  words  were  true  of  any  •  finglisli 
jownal  more  than  aaotiher,  tiut  jonrnai  was  llie 
>  Morning  Harald'  aome  years  8ittoe»  But  a 
dttffge  has  of  kte^  in  this  rtspect,  eome  over  its 
•pirit  For  at  least  two  year%  TumAyy  sioce  tlie 
^jeetion  of  the  Melbourne  Admimetratiott  in  1884» 
its  tone  baa  been  manifestly  Conservative.  Iti% 
bosraver,  but  juatice  to  say,  that  widi  its 
dMnge  of  pdities,  or  rather  with  its  becoauog 
iiniloffmly  what  it  only  was  occasionally  belbre,  it 
atill  retains  liie  character  it  has  had  for  many 
years  past,  of  being  moderate  and  measured  in 
its  language.  It  is  never  personally  abnstve; 
nor  <k>e8  it  indulge  in  whdeeale  vituperation^-* 
as  ia  too  common  with  other  journals  of  aD  par^ 
tiea^^-of  daases  of  men.  It  expresses  ita  sentir 
with  firmness  and  dedsioa,  but  always  in 
whieh  neither  indiridnsls  nor  bodies  of 
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men,  can  oomplain  of  as  ooarae,  or  as  esoeefiqg 
Ifae  limits  of  iair  discusaioD. 

<  The  Morning  Herald'  uaed  to  be  subjected 
to  a  greater  number  of  proaeculaona  for  Mbab 
than  any  other  newspaper  in  London*  *  This, 
however,  was  .  not  ahrays  for  objecttonaUe 
original  matter;  but  in  many  caaea,  tat  its 
reports  of  the  proceedings  of  public  meet- 
ings, where  a  bad  spirit  and  conflicting  interaets 
existed  among  the  speakers.  <  The  Henk^'  m  ' 
reporting  the  proceedings  of  such  meetwga, 
evinced  an  unusual  boldness.  It  waa  equally  umn- 
flnenced  by  fear  or  fiiToiir.  Hence  tbe  number 
of  actions  brought  against  it  a^ut  seven  or 
eight  years  aga  For  some  yean,  the  annual 
expenses,  I  believe,  ct  such  actions,  indudii^ 
the  damages  given,  were  about  4,000^  It  was 
<Mily,  however,  in  a  very  few  instances  Amt 
the  parties  through  whose  speeches  or  eoounu- 
nications  the  actionable  matter  found  itswtqr 
into  its  columns,  indemnified  it  fer  the  expenaea 
it  incurred.  One  of  the  most  noble-^ninded  in- 
stances  of  dus  kind  within  my  knowledge^  oo- 
ciArred  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Alderman  Scales.  Im 
Us  usually  unguarded  manner  of  expresaing 
himself  when  speaking  of  a  political  opponent 
Mr.  Scales,  in  the  instance  in  questioii,  saada 
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me  of  tome  rery  atros^  language  in  reismice  to 
a  gentlemaD  whoae  name  I  do  not  now  recol- 
lect His  qwech  was  reported  in  the  *  Morning 
Herald'  of  the  following  day,  and  inunediately 
aAer,  the  offsnded  party  entered  an  action  against 
ifae  proprietors  of  that  journal  The  mooient 
Mr.  Scales  wis  apprised  of  the  circumstanot» 
wUch  was  not  by  any  party  in  <  The  Herald 
fModf  but  tlirou^  the  law  reports  in  the  daily 
aewspapersy  he  wrote  a  cheque  on  his  bankem, 
'fur  1,000/.,  whidi  he  endosed  to  the  proprietorsi 
aooompanysi^  it  with  a  note  to  the  effect  that 
wiiatefer  more,  if  any,  AouU  be  necessary  to 
bear  them  faermless,  should  be  forAeonung. 
The  action  was,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  emn- 
tually  abandoned  by  the  party  bringing  it 

One  <rf  the  most  pronanent  features  of  *  Hie 
Herald'  for  eight  or  ten. years  past  has  been  its 
hnmaneaad  benevolent  spirit  In  advoealang 
Ike  great  interests  of  humanity,  it  has  always 
stood  fofremost '  amongst  its  contemporaries — 
oftentimes  alone.  One  very  striking  iUustnu 
tioni>f  this  has  been  afforded  by  jits  conduct  on 
the  question  of  capital  punishments.  For  years 
has  it  laboured  with  great  zeal  and  alnli^-Hmd 
laboured  too  with  marked  success — to  abate  the 
rigour  of  our  crifaiinal  jurisprudence*  It  hsa 
proved,  times  without  number,  and  by  a  suipass* 
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iog^Tniety  of  iDastiitioitt  and.  of  SkIb,  tel^ 
pta$hgout  of  ^iew  the  abstnct  question  of  the 
!^  juettoe  or  humanity  of  our  crinuad  lav%  Ihey 
are  impolitic  in  tlie  highest  degree^  having  onfy 
indeased  the  very  ciimea  they  were  intended  to 
vepraub'  Happily  the  legialotore  is  beginaiDg  to 
perceive^  what  ia  not  only  the  dictate  oC  aaouttd 
philoeophy,  but  is  demonatrahle  1^  JMStS'-^that 
k  ia  the  certainty  mid  notdiea^yenify  of  puoisb- 
flMnt  that  represses  crime.  Erehm^  therois 
every  reason,  to  betieve^  ^nw  statute  bock  i^iU  be- 
purged  of  the  bloody  enactments  which^have  for 
80  many  centuries  stained  its  -pages^  and  ire 
shall  hkm  a  crimiBal  code,  more  in  aoaenl- 
ance.  with  jbhe  nfiAict  the  ChristiaB  reUgioii — 
the  dictates  of  humanity— the.  daiipa  of  just«oe 
«-and  the  interests  of  a  sound  poKey,  Mr. 
Syda^  Taylor,  the  w;elUaiown  Chancery  hai^ 
xister»  has  for  several  years  been  the.  princi^ 
writcor  (rf  the  leading  articles  in  <  The  Mom^^ 
HersUL  It  amsiats  with  u^y  privfite  know^ 
ledge— ^and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  mentioning 
the  fiict — that  to  his  pen  we  are  ia^bt^  for 
the  secies  of  able  and  eloquent  actides  which 
have  appeared  in  that  journal  for  many  years 
|iast»  in  opposition  to  sanguinary  punishmenta> 
But  fhou^  Mr.  Taylor  is  the  chief  contributor 
€f  the.  leadmg  artidea  wUdi  iqppeer  in    <  The 
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Heidd,'  be  knot,  as  k genefilly mp- 
pMed^  its  editor.  He  faes  »a control  whatever 
Mner  Ifae  jdeoelkneeiie  matter  whieb  appeal* 
in  ite  oohuiiBa;   nor  dees  lie  eiver  go'  to  the 


;  It  was  Tery  oumntly  reported,  and  generaO^ 
beKered  abeuttwo  years  smee,  that  Loid  Asb* 
hfirton,  ten  Mr.  Alesander  Baring,  had  be^ 
come  the  entire  proprietor  ot  ^Tlie'Moming 
HerahL'  B^en  the  price  alleged  to  have  been 
ghren,  was  confidenliy  naased :  it  wna  75fiQfiL  I 
do  not  believe^  tfaoiq^  I  am»awafe  some  persona 
etfll  do^'  that  there  is  any  troth  in  tbe  state- 
nMnt  If  I  am  notmirinfonned,  the  propeity  is 
now,  as  it  has  been  fbryears  past»  ehiefly  in  the 
Inmdsefttbefiunilyof  thd  late  Mr«  Iliwaitea. 

«The  Mmung  HenU'  has  an  oflBdioot  paper 
caUsd  <The  WUtehall  Chronicle^'  pnblisbed 
three  times  a  week.  The  stamps  fiir  both 
nre  taken  out  of  the  stamp  office^  without  dii^ 
tjagniwhtng  those  used  by  Ibe  one  jenmal-frem 
those  conaumed  by  the  other,  llie  enact 
amonnt  of  the  drcuhtkm  of  <  The  Heral^' 
therefore^  is  not  known;  bnt  I  learn  ton  a 
psivate  source  that  it  esoeeds  7|M0  copies 
daily. 

I^mve  spoken  of  the  late  Mr«  Thwailes  as 
tiie  pmnqpdi  proprietor  of  tihe  paper  befiore  his 
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deadu  He  was  aJso  Ae  managing  condiietor 
hr  some  yean  before  that  event  And  a  move 
aedve  or  spirited  manager  of  a  public  joimud 
baa  seldom  been  known.  He  never  spared  anf 
expense^  however  greats  if  he  thought  liie 
diaxacter  of  the  paper  couM  be  nosed  in  pai>* 
lie  estimation  by  the  outlay.  And  not  only  did 
he  superintend  the  bnonesa  department  of  <  Tbe 
Heralii^'  but  he  was  also  a  voluminoBS  writer  of 
its  leading  artides.  Indeed,  for  a  long  time  he 
was  the  writer  of  almost  aU  the  leaifing  artidea  of 
any  importance  whidi  appeared  in  it 

Tbb  Mobnivo  Chronicle  iras  establidied  by 
a  party  of  gentlemen  in  17M.  Mr.  Wood&B,  the 
printer  of  Junius^  was  one  of  its  earliest  editon. 
Soon  after  its  establiAment  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Perry,  who  was  not 
only  the  proprietor  but  editor,  till  his  death  in 
^1823.  <  The  Morning  CImmide'' was  for  a  long 
period  the  leading  metropolitan  journal  Mr. 
Perry  was  not  only  a  manr  of  superior  takofcs 
hhttsel^  but  he  was  the  personal  friend  of  Fox 
and  Sheridan,  and  the  other  leading  Whigi^  for 
thirty  or  forty  years  before  his  death.  He  had 
consequently,  through  theirmeans,  the  earlieet 
access  to  all  important  information,  not  only  re- 
specting the  movements  and  designs  of  the  Op- 
podlion,  but  oftn  also  respedang  the  plans  of 
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tte  Toiy  GofenmieDts  of  hk  day.  The  repo- 
p^doaci  'The  Mormng  Cbronicley'  both  for 
kttdmg  artkles  and  early  accurate  information 
on  important  queations,  .was  at  this  time  veiy 
great;  and  yet,  singular  as  it  may  appear,  its 
steady  drcolation  ne^er  reached  4,500,  It  is 
rigbt,  howeirer,  to  add,  that  it  was  the  most  ex- 
taistvely  circulated  p^>er  in  the  country  at  the 
period  I  reier  to.  A  more  bononrable  or  nobI»- 
fflF«<<*^  man  than  Mr*  Perry  was  nerer  connect- 
ed with  the  newspaper  press  of  this  or  any  other 
country. .  I  could  relate  many  instances  of  the 
high  and  honourable  feeling  by  whidi  he  was  at 
all  times  actuated  as  the  %ditor  of  a  public  jour- 
nal He  always  held  himself  personally  responsi- 
Ue  for  everything  which  uppeared  in  his  pa- 
per, whether  it  had  met  his  eye  before  its  in- 
sertion or  not  He  woidd  never  on  any  account 
submit  not  even  oa  the  advice  of  his  most  re- 
infected friends,  to  shelter  himself  from  personal 
reaponnbility  by.giviog  up  the  authors  of  objee- 
tianable  paragraphs,  even  when  tinese  found 
liienr  way  into  his  journal  without  his  know- 
ledge. He  fought  a  duel  on  one  occasion  with 
the  complaining  psrty,  rather  than  give  up  the 
name  of  the  author  of  the  dbjectioQable  pa- 
ragraph, thoi;^  he  had  never  seen  it  tall  it  ap- 
peared in  print  His  notion  was,  that  the  pul^ie 
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had  an  undoubted  right  ta  aee  thafBahnpfopcr 
attaeks  should  be  made  on  men's  eharacterin  aay 
newspaper,  without  their  having  an  ojqportuBitj 
of  demanding  an  apology,  <Hr  personal  satisiirtionj 
from  the  proprietor.  He  conceiTed  it  was  no 
satisGeu^on,  and  could  be  no  atonement  to  die 
.  injured  party,  that  the  matter  coraplaiiied  of  had 
found  ite  way  into  tiie  paper  thiouj^  an  ovw» 
right:  the  injiuywas  as-great  to  the  party  to 
whom  the  paragraph  reiated,  ^iHien  it  was  insert* 
ed  without  the  editor's  knowledge^  as  if  itfattd 
been  puUished  with  his  qwcial  ooncamsieeu 
It  was  the  duty  of  a  proprietor  to  have  swtante 
under  hhn  who  shouhftake  care  that  no  w9fkUm 
mjury  was  done  to  any  one,  by  adnatting  rak^ 
proper  matter  into'the  columns  of  his  paper. 
If  his  servants  neglected  their  duty,  he  had  tiie 
means  of  punishing  their  remissness  by  oeasii^ 
to  employ  them  any  longer ;  but  the  aggrieved 
party  had  a  right  todemimd  reparation  from  the 
head  of  the  estabUshment  YlUk  re^ud,  agaia» 
to  the  writers  of  objectionable  paragraphs,  lie 
thought  he  could  not,  in  honour,  however  im» 
justifiable  their  conduct,  give  up  their  names  to 
the  complaining  party,  because  it  was  the  duty 
of  diose  in  his  employ  to  toke  care  that  nothang 
improper  should  be  inserted.  IfRien  such  matter 
was  published,  it  was  practically  no  kmger  that 
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of  Ibe  writer ;  it  became  the  opuudns  or  feel- 
ii^  of  the  journal  in  which  it  appeared 

In  a  year  or  two  afker  the  death  of  Mr.  Perry, 
<Tbe  Morning  Cbfomde'  waa  aold  to  Mr.  Qe- 
ment  for  40»00ML;  and  Mr.  Black— not  Dr. 
fifausk,  though  Cobbett  invariably  called  him  ao 
— 'Waa  continued  as  editor,  having  conducted  the 
pi^er  in  the  interval  between  Mr.  Perry's  death 
and  its  idling  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clement 
Mr.  B\afk  was  the  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Perry, 
and  had  fiir  many  years  been  a  repcffter  on  the 
eatablisfament  Latterly  he  was,  I  beUeve,  as- 
aistanfr^ditor  to  Mr.  Perry. 

The  decidedly  Whig  prindideB  on  which  *  The 
Morning  Chronicle'  had  uniformly  been  con^ 
ducted  in  tit.  Perry's  tim^  oontinued  to  cha- 
raeteriee  it  while  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cle- 
ment  I^bdeed,  there  was  any  variation  in  its 
fioae^  it  occasionally  veiged  nearer  towards  mo- 
denito  Radicalism.  Mr.  Black  is  understood  to 
hftrehad  no  restrictions  imposed  on  h^m  in  the 
eeodttct  of  the  paper;  be  had,  tous^afaomefy 
bttt  expressive  phrase^  ^Hb  full  swing.''  Hie 
two  leading  topics  on  which  Mr.  Black  delig^ 
ed,  for  some  years,  to  dwell,  were  the  ^<  Aristo- 
cmcf  and  the  « Unpaid  Magtstracy."  lliese 
tiro  daases  he  attacked  wilfa  a  vesMurkaUe  per- 
tinacitf,  though  always  wiAout  any  coavsenosa 
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or  virulence.  They  were  standing  topics  with 
him.  One,  indeed,  would  have  thought  that,  like 
Hannibal  on  the  altar  in  the  case  of  the  Romans, 
he  had  sworn  eternal  hostility  towards  them. 

Mr.  BlacVs  style  of  writing,  at  the  period  I 
refer  to,  was  much  too  phQosophical  to  be  popu- 
lar: it  smelt  too  much  of  the  midnight  oil  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  million.  It  would 
have  been  much  better  adapted  to  the  magaaaes 
or  quarterly  reyiews,  than  to  the  columns  of  a 
daily  newspaper.  His  leading  articles  were  in- 
yariably  full  of  quotations  from  Locke  and 
L^bnitz,  and  other  distinguished  metafbyA- 
dans,  both  pt  the  English  and  German  schoob. 
Many  of  the  authorities  he  quoted  were  as  mudi 
unknown  to  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  read- 
ers of  <The  Chronide,'  as  if  the  writers  had 
^^philosophised*'  in  another  planet.  Most  pec^ile^ 
therefore^  turned  away  from  Mr.  Black's  arti- 
cles: they  wanted  the  requimte  courage  to  go 
through,  jhem.  And  even  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  encountered  their  perusal,  they  produced 
no  impressioti :  they  wanted  the  animation  and 
energy — declamation,  if  you  will^neceaaary  for 
newspaper  e£fect 

Mr.  Black  used  to  excite  the  surprise  of  enaj 
one  in  the  habit  of  reading  <The  CfarDnibk^'  hj 
tbe  readinossy  the  ftlictty,  and  apt^ude  of  Ae 
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extracts  from  works  inaccessible  to  the  great 
majority  of  readers,  which  he  brought  to  bear  on 
the  particular  yiew  which  he  took  of  any  public 
question.  If  Shr  Robert  Peel,  or  any  other  in- 
fluential member  of  ^ther  House  of  Parliameiit 
with  whom  be  was  in  the  habit  of  differing,  de-, 
liTered  a  speech  containing  debateable  matter  of 
importance,  at  ten  or  eleven  o*cloek  on  any  given 
evening,  you  might,  judghig  from  past  experi- 
ence, have  reasonab^  enough  expected  an  an- 
swer to  fhat  speech,  of  a  column  and  a  half  in 
■*  Hie  Chronicle^  of  the  foUowing  mornings — in 
wfaidi  answer  Mr.  Black,  not  trastmg  to  the 
weight  of  his  own  arguments  alone,  would  press 
into  his  service  copious  appropriate  passages 
from  the  writings  of  some  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the 
pMloBophers  of  the  seventeenth  century ;  for  they 
seemed  particular  favourites  witii  him.  At  the 
period  I  refer  td»  the  l&ading  articles  of  <  llie 
Morning  Chronicle^  were,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  from  Mr.  Black^s  own  pen.  Mr.  Alba- 
ny  FonUanque,  of  ^  The  Examiner,'  had,  I  be- 
fieve,  about  lliat  time^  an  engagement,  which 
lasted  a  year,  with  *  The  Morning  Chronicle.' 
¥^itih  the  exception  of  his  articles,  and  a  ca- 
sual contribution  from  some  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  some  other  weltknown  political  charac- 
ter <tf  wei^iti  the  leading  matter  was  all  written 
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bj  Mr.  Blade  }omaeiL  <The  dmniele^  is  m 
this  jmpect  vwy  differently  drcumstaiioed  now, 
SB  I  Bhall  have  occasion  to  show  by-and  bye. 

In  Mardi  or  April,  1834»  Mr.  Clement  dis- 
poeedof  die<x)fiyrig)itof*TbeCfaFoiiicle.'  What 
the  sum  giren  &r  it  was,  has  nev^  transpire^ 
akhoni^  a  variety  of  conjectures  ha?e  been  bar 
oaided-- some  of  which  have  been  omverted  into 
positiw  8tatementB*--<yn  the  subject  Nor  hare 
the  names  of  all  the  parties  who  were  the 
joint  purchasers  of  'The  Qironick^  become 
known,  even  up  to  the  present  moment  Mr. 
Easthope,  a  gentlemaii  on  the  StodL  £xohange» 
and  latety  Member  i»  Soutiiampton,  is  known 
to  have  been  the  most  extensive  of  the  new  pro- 
prietors. The  Meesn.  Biddulph,  die  bankets 
of  Charing  Gross,  were  also  well  understood  to 
be  co-proprietors  with  Mr.  Easthopew  It  was 
stated  at  the  time  by  *soaie  persons  that  ZiOid 
Durham  was  anothw  proprietor,  tfaoiigfa  his 
name  was  not  to  be  r^teied  at  Ihe  Stamp 
Office  as  sudi;  while  others  deniedas  positively 
that  he  had  any  interest,  even  the  most  reaaote, 
in  it,— ^adding  that  Mr.  ElUce,  the  Member  lor 
Coventry^  was  die  gendemaa  whose  name  should 
be  substituted  lEbr  that  of  his  Loidabip.  I  men- 
tion these  last  reports,  which  weie  euneiit  at 
tiie  time,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  tint  they 
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weve  onlf  reports.  No  roason  yras  ever  as- 
signed  why  tfaey  shookl  be  credited.  With  re- 
gard to  the  present  proprietorship  of  'The 
Moroiog  Ckromde,'  all  I  believe  that  is  known 
by  persons  not  immediately  interested,  is,  that 
the  Messrs.  Biddiilph  have  disposed  of  tb^r 
shares  in  that  journal;  and  that  Mr.  Dunca% 
the  publiBher,  of  Paternoster  Rov,  and  Mr. 
MacgiUivray,  late  of  the  Canadas,  have  beooaae 
proprietors  since  the  former  geiUlemen  disposed 
of  their  isterest  in  it  Mr.  Eastfaope,  howiver> 
is'  stjll  understood  to  be  the  largest  proprietor. 

The  proprietors  of  <Tbe  Mondng  C3DLro-> 
side'  have  expeaded  a  large  sum  in  fittiiy  up 
new  premises,  and  getting  new  and  more  eaLtefr> 
«ve  machinery,  for  printing  Ae  paper.  I  haw 
beard  this  smn  mentioned  as  being,ia  one  vray 
or  other,  lO^IKXM*  The  enkrgement  of  the 
^paper  must  also  have  incurred  a  yeiy  great  ad» 
ditional  expense tothe  preprietors;  A  verygreat 
aeoessiott  of  literary  talent  has  like^rise  been 
made  at  a  very  heavy  expense.  Mr*  Black  is 
still  llie  leadingor  respansibleedlor,  but  he  has 
now  a  number  of  stated  ceadjiitef&  Mr.  Albsi^ 
FonUanque,  of  *  The  Examniei^'  is,  os  very 
lately  was,  one  of  the  noiafbM',--tlKmgfa  not,  I 
believe^  in  the  habit  of  going  often  to  the  oiBce. 
Th^^  are  at  least  three— some  si^  i 
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tlemen  who  act  in  the  capacity  of  foreigii  and  mith 
editors.  MnM^uixi,  the  author  of  <  A  Voyage 
up  the  Danube,'  and  one  of  the  editors  of '  The 
DubUn  Reviev,'  had  for  some  time  the  charge 
of  the  foreign  department  of  *  The  Chronicle;^ 
but  he  quitted  it  about  the  time  ^  The  Dublin 
Review'  commenced,  and  was  succeeded  by  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  on  the  reporting  esta- 
blishment t>f  the  paper.  Mr.  Kogarib,  the 
author  of  <  The  History  of  Musics'  a  work  of 
deserved  popularity,  was  for  nearly  eighteen 
months  a  sub-editor  of  *  The  Chronicle ;'  but  he 
is  understood  to  have  relinquished  the  office, 
Aough^he  still  writes  the  musical  criti^igms,  and 
some  other  articles  of  a  light  nature.  Mr.  Bbck 
now  writes  comparatively  seldom  himself;  a^d 
when  he  does,  it  is  n<»b  in  the  style  or  manner 
vso  long  tuniliar  to  the  readers  of  <  The  Chro- 
nicle.' You  will  not  now,  onoe  in  twelve  monthts 
see  the  names  of  Baccm,  or  Boyle^  or  Locke;,  or 
Leibnitz,  or  ILant^  or  any  other  philosopher, 
quoted  as  ^  authority  in  favour  of  any  parti- 
cular view  which  that  journal  takes  of  any  public 
question,^— though  f<»merly  the  nam^s  of  these 
or  some  other  writers,  figured  in  th^  columns 
of  ahnost  every  number  of  *  The  Chronicle.' 

For  some  time  after  <  Hie  Chrcmicle'  came 
iito  the  hands  of  the  new  proprietory  they  Old 
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little  IN-  BO  good  with  it,  and  ita  prospects  ' 
hy  no  means  enoouraging.  In  November,  1834, 
however,  about  five  months  after  it  became  the 
property  of  Mr.  Easthope  and  the  other  gentle 
men  whose  names  I  have  already  mentioned^ 
the  Ministry  of  Lord  Melbourne  were  dismissed. 
ConsideraUe  exdtraient  ensued  in  the  public 
mind;  and  < The. Times'  having  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  embryo  administration  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  *  The  Morning  Chronicle'  and  *  Morning 
Advestiaer'  were  then  the  only  two  morning 
pliers  which  identified  themselves  with  the 
ejeeted  Ministers,  and  with*  liberal  principles 
generally.  This  was  the  salvation  of  ^  Hie 
Chronicle.'  It  rapidly  rose  in  circulation,  and 
inereased  in  its  advertisements.  The  last  stamp- 
oAce  returns  give  it  a  circulation  of  about 
6^500  copies  p^  day.  '  The  Chronide^^  like 
<  The  Tunes'  and  <  The  Herald,'  has  also  its 
branch  paper  three  times  a  week.  The  latter 
joomal  is  called  *  The  Evening  Chronicle,^  and 
is  published  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Fri- 
day. Its  circulaUon,  according  to  the  stamp- 
offioe  returns  just  referred  to,  is  about  1,200. 
The  Utter  journal  is  under  the  editorial  mar 
ni^iement  of  Mr.  Gaspy,  for  many  years,  and 
until  lately,  the  editor,  and  ajso  part-pro- 
pietor  of  <  The  Sunday  Times.'     This  gen- 
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tionaa  is  finwuiably  known  as  the  tuthar 
of  several  novels^  wfaidi  lie  wrote  some  years 
ago.  ' 

The  Morning  Post  was  established  m  177L 
It  was  for  many  years  a  paper  of  a  peculiar  kiwL 
It  was,  as  part  of  its  tide  prcrfrased  it  to  be^  the 
organ  of  the  fiishioni^le  world.  It  dioiwed  wlial; 
Shakspeare  calls  **  the  veiy  age  and  body  of  the 
time,  its  form  and  presBure.**  It  sCfll  retnaa 
this  original  feature  in  its  character.  There  ie» 
however,  diis  cfiSerence  t^ormerly  it  was  a 
fiishionable  record  to  die  exdosion  of  efetjtitmg 
else, — always  ot  cOtffse  ezceptiBg  ita  advertise- 
ments: now  it  embraces  a  wider  range*  It  is 
indeed  as  varions  in  its  contents  as  any  ef  ils 
contemporaries. 

The  late  Mr.  S.  T.  Coleridge  was  at  one  tune 
editor  of  <  The  Morning  Post'  Tliat  was  in 
his  younger  days,  and  before  he  had  mea  to 
that  eminence  which  he  attained  in  after  life. 
I  have  never  understood  that  Mr.  Colsfidge 
eidier  distinguished  himself  or  raised  the  €ii»- 
racter  of  the  paper,  while  it  was  un^r  his  edi- 
torial controL  The  late  Mr.  Roche^  one  of 
the  most  amiable  and  kind-hearted  men  tteft 
ever  Hved,  succeeded  to  the  editorship  of  « Tile 
Post'  in  18ia  Mr.  Reche  was  a  gentlemn  ef 
highly^cuhivated  mind»  as  is  abundantly  testified 
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bf  im  posiliiiimoufl  pieces,  as  weD  as  by  his 
writings  as  a  journalist;  and  he  contributed  es* 
sentiaHy  to  mse  the  duuracter  of  <  The  Post' 
Mr.  Roche  quitted  that  journal  in  1827,  after 
ooMacting  it  for  fourteen  years,  and  undertook 
die  edKtorsUp  of  the  <  New  Tunes.'  Mr.  Bid- 
cHestoD  succeeded  Mr.  Roche  as  editor  of  *  The 
Ftet' 

Until  leeOj  « The  Post'  was  very  limited  in 
its  rise.  It  was  not  much  larger  than  <  Hie 
Courier^  or  ^  Globe'  now  are.  Of  course  there 
was  no  necessity  fot  an  effective  reporting 
establislanent,  as  there  was  no  room  for  co- 
pious reports.  Consequently  the  parliamen- 
tiry  reports  which'  appeared  in  ^The  Post^ 
finr  many  years,  were  no  better  than  mere  out^ 
lilies  of  what  took  place  in  either  House.  At 
tjmt  titne,  however,  the  paper  was  enluged 
to  lAout  flie  same  size  as  the  other  morning 
jouraalB,  and  an  able  and  numerous  corps  of 
reporters  was  engaged  for  it.  Since  then  <  The 
Poet*  Bftight  justly  diallenge^  in  the  article  of 
repMihig,  a  comparison  with  any  of  its  morning 
conteinporanes. 

It  is  often  stated  by  those  who  affect  to  be 
w«il  acquainted  with  the  private  affiors  of  the 
London  Newspaper  Press,  that  Mr,  Wlnthorp 
PrmBi,  MJP:  for  Great  Tarmouth,  is,  and  has 

TOIi.  n.  B    ' 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


50  THE  NEWSPAPER  PR£M 

been  for  some  years,  editor  of  *  Tlie  Mormng' 
Post'  The  statement  is  altogether  groundlesB. 
Mr.  Praed  is  not  nor  ever  was  editor  of  thati 
or,  I  belieTe,  any  other  joumaL  It  is  true  that 
he  does  occasionally  write  leading  articles  for  it; 
but  he  never  goes  to  the  office,  nor  does  he  ex- 
ercise the  slightest  controul  in  the  exdiiston  or 
insertion  of  any  matter  whatever.  In  &ct,  g/^ 
nerally  spealung,  he  knows  as  little  of  the  con- 
tents of  *  The  Post,'  until  its  r^:ular  publica- 
tion, as  does  Mr.  Fergus.  O'Connor*  Mr. 
Fraed's  own  articles  are,  like  those  of  imy  other 
contributor,  liable  to  be  altered,  or  even  entirely 
rejected,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  editor*  Hub 
latter  fact  was  clearly  prov^  by  impHcatiop, 
when  Mr.  Biddleston^  the  editor,  was  summoned 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1834»  in 
eonsequence  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
their  Lordships'  House  committed  while  attack- 
mg  Lord  Brougham.  Mr.  Groker,  it  is  under- 
stood, occasionally,  toough  I  believe  very  seldom 
of  lace,  contributes  leading  articles  to  ^  The 
Post;'  so  do  several  members  of  Parliament 
aiid  other  persons  of  literary  distinction.  Public 
report  ascribes  the  letters  signed  'SZeta"  whidi 
have  appeared  m  the.  colunms  of  this  journal  fjpr 
gome.years  past,  to  Lord  Ellenboroygfa.  I  ^a 
not  in  a  conditimi  either  to  aontiadict  or  coofim 
the  statement 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MORNIVO  PAPBS8.  U 

« The  PoBf  is  ably  conducted.  In  point  of  coik 
sistency  it  need  not  yield  to  any  paper,  daily  or 
weekly,  in  the  metropolis.  I  doubt,  indeed,  if 
ihere  ever  has  been  a  more  consistent  political 
journal  in  this  or  m  any  other  country.  It  ha0 
always  been  decidedly  Tory  in  its  opinions* 
Most  other  journals  have  varied,  more  or  less, 
according  to  circumstanees,  in  the  complexion 
Off  their  politics :  *  The  Post'  has  always  been 
the  same  amid  all  the  variations  in  public  opi* 
nion,  and  the  many  change  of  AGnistries  which 
have  taken  place,  since  its  establishment 

'  Tne  Post'  is  conducted  with  much  gentle- 
manly feeling.  It  is  often  severe  in  dealing  with 
its  poKtical  opponents;  but  its  severity  never 
degenerates  into  coarseness  or  personalities. 

One  of  the  leading  features  of  this  journal  for 
some  jears  past,  has  been  the  attention  it  pays 
to  wieDce,  litwature,  the  fine  artsj  inusie^  && 
It  devotes  much  more  spaee  to  these  topics  than 
any  of  its  morning  contemporaries. 

Hie  late  Mr.  Byrne  was  for  many  years  sole 
proprietor  of  «  The  Post'  Oh  his  death,  two 
or  flvee  years  since,  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  his  fimdly.  His  son  has  the  largest  interest 
m  it^  and  occasionally  writes  for  its  columns. 
Tlie  series  of  communications  which  appeared 
ia  it  iq>waid8  of  a  year  ago,  from  Germany  and 
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oAer  parts  of  the  continent,  were  firom  hispen^- 
be  being  travelling  on  the  continent  at  that 
time. 

About  two  years  ago  the  drcolation  of  *  The 
Posf  exceeded  3^000  copies.  It  has  suffered 
to  some  extent  of  late  from  the  circumstance  of 
*The  Times'  and  « The  Herald'  identifying 
themselves  with  the  same  class  of  princip1e& 
Previous  to  the  dismissal  of  ^Lord  Melbourne's 
Ifinistry,  towards  the  close  of  1834|  *Tbe  Post* 
was  the  only  recognised  organ  of  Tory  opinions 
among  the  morning  papers. 

The  circulation  of  <  The  Post,'  if  not  so  ex- 
tensive as  tiiat  of  the  odier  Mbmmg  Journals, 
is  Temarkaibly  sdect  Its  drculation,  indeed,  is 
ahAost  exclusively  among  the  very  highest 
eisBses  of  sodety.  Not  to  read  <  The  Post,' 
would  angur  an  exclusion  from  ftofaiondife 
ctrd^^  It  is  what  Shakspeare  calls  <^tfae  giastt 
•ffiusluonr  Every  movement  in  the'&alioDflibte 
world  is  carefully  chronicled  in  its  cohnms*. 

The  Morntng  Advertiser  next  daims  my 
attention.  It  is  an  old-established  pitper,  hot^ 
ing  made  its  daily  appearance/as  r^tdarly  as  ttm 
wm  has  risen,  for  nearly  half  a  centuiy.  It  w* 
MtabKshed  in  1794.  It  was  instituted  by  tto 
body  of  Licensed  VictuaDers,  whose  propnty  it 
Mall  is»    Every  licensed  victualler  c^  respeeta* 
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yOtf,  may  become  a  proprietor  by  papog  ttime 
.guineas-— formerly  it  was  one— entrance  «noney» 
and  taking  in  the  pap»  diuly.  He  can  continue 
a  proprietor  and  recei?e  bis  ^haie  of  the  profita^ 
tibougfa  he  may  have  retired  from  businesB,  if  he 
either  oontmues  to  take  the, paper,  or  pay  a 
eartain  sum  annually  inatead.  In  this  way  there 
are  upwaxds  of  3^000  proprietors  altogether. 
Its  financial  aflSurs  are  managed  by  a  committee 
«f  licenaed*  victuallers,  chosen  at  certain  periods 
fay  the  subscribers.  A  certain  portion  of  its 
pfoits  geaeraUy  go  to  die  support  of  an  insti- 
tution for  the  education  and  maintenance  of 
the  cMdren,  boys  and  girls,  of  decayed  or 
^ecBaoed  mcixAiers  of  Ae  Society;  and  a  part 
ia  abrays  applied  to  the  support  of  unfortu- 
nate menfcera  lliemselves.  The  profits  of  * 
*  Hie  Advertiser^  have,  in  this  way,  done  incal- 
aulable  good.  The  number  of  boys  and  pria 
who  have  been,  from  first  to  last,  supported 
and  educated  by  tlie  institution  belonging  to 
the  Society,  is  about  750.  And  lately  an- 
etiker  institution,  intended  as  an  asylum  tor 
the  aged  and  infirm  belongmg  to  the  Society, 
buik.  To  the  exertions  of  <  The  Adder- 
s',' under  the  present  editor,  who  has  con- 
ducted it  for  tiie  last  nine  year8,^in  conjun0<* 
^Ufm  with  those  of  the  directors^  the  suceesB 
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of  tbi8  imtitatioii  is  to  be  attributed.  Ereiy 
person  becoming  a  member  of  the  Lioranid 
VietaalleTB'  Society  must,  in  order  .to  his  es- 
tablidiing  a  claim  (o be  elected  aconunittee  man, 
or  to  d«riying  any  benefit  from  the  institution, 
have  taken  in  <  The  Advertiser'  ev^  day  ior 
thre^  years,  and  continue  to  take  it  in  ever  after, 
or  pay  a  corresponding  sum  to  ibe  funds  of 
the  institution.  His  neglecting  to  take  in  the 
paper,  even  for  a  single  day,  without  the  pay^ 
ment  of  the  sum  in  question,  is  held  to  be  a 
forfeiture  of  all  title  to  any  advantage  from  the 
institution. 

Previous  to  Mr.  Anderson^s  aocesdmi  to 
the  editorship  of  <  Tlie  Morning  Advertiser,'  it 
had  been  conducted  far  nearly  thirty  years  If 
Mr.  Franklin.  Mr.  Franklin  is  stiU  alive ;  and 
is,  I  doubt  not^  the  oldest  person  connected  with 
the  London  Press;  for  he  is  in  his  eighty-ozth 
year. 

I  question  if  the  annals  ol  the  newspaper 
press  can  furnish  an  instance  of  a  journal  having 
so  rapidly  improved,  in  every  respect,  as  <  The 
Morning  Advertiser'  has  done  under  its  present 
editorship.  Ten  years  ago  it  only  contained 
four  short  and  narrow  columns  on  each  page^ 
and  the  matter  of  these  was  set  up  in  lurg^ 
tffeif :  now  it  is  as  large  as  any  of  the  meming 
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I«per8»  with  die  angle  exception  of  <The  Mom* 
lag  Chroniek.'  I  am  sure — ^for  it  is  chiefly 
printed  in  a  email  dose  type — ^it  now  contains 
dvee  times  the  quantity  of  matter  it  did  in 
1806.  Then  Aere  was  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
leadii^  artides,  beyond  a  mere  summary  of  what 
was  transpiring  in  the  political  world :  ndw  it 
has  daily  two  or  three  leading  articles  on  eveff 
passing  topic  of  public  interest^ — ^wfaich  articles 
need  not  shrink  from  a  comparison  with  those 
of  any  of  its  contemporaries.  In  1826  there  was 
cady  one  editor:  now  two  gentlemen  regularly 
aasist  the  present  editor.  Then  it  had  only 
ttree  parliamentary  reporters :  now  it  has  eleven. 
Then  it  never  had  any  sources  of  information  of 
its  own,  but  was  always  obliged  to  give  anything 
important  the  next  day,  from  the  other  papers : 
BOW  it  has  ample  means  of  procuring  early  ia* 
Iprmation  for  itsel£  In  many  cases,  indeed,  it 
has  been  the  first  among  its  contemporaries  to 
eoounumeate  important  intelligence  to  the  pub- 
lia  It  has  nowitsforeign  correspondence ;  and 
espareflses,  like  its  contemponuries,  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  interesting  public  meethig% 
firem  all  parts  of  the  country, — without  regard  to 
tiie  amount  of  expense  incurred. 

Of  late  years,  *  The  Advertiser^  has  devoted 
mwb  of  its  space  to  matters  oomueted  with  1^ 
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MpMive,  s^ance^  fke  fine  aiiib  &d  Th»  aoie 
quancea  of  llMae  grtat  aod  maiaifeld  iioproir#» 
ineDtB  ha¥e  been  Bucb  as  was  to  be  eipeoted. 
First)  theebaiaettrof  thepftpwhasbee&fiited, 
imd  8ecoQdQy>  the  ciKwlAtieii  has  Tery  gretltyiii- 
cseasecL  The  cireulatioii  of  <  The  Adhpeiluer'  is 
now  about  5^000  o^ea.  And  what  it  onee 
gains  it  acarodly  ever  loaeiL  Its  cireulalion  b 
the  moat  steady  ot  ai^  pftl^r  in  London.  In 
laot»  it  can  scaroely  ever  experianoe  any  of 
those  sensible  Auctuadena.  to  which  oth»  jonr- 
Mb  aee  subject  I  have  just  mentioiied  that 
its  droubtion  has  materially  inereasad  of  bte: 
it  has  been  steadily  inoeaaing  far  the  bat 
ei^t  years^  and  very  rapidly  since  ita  recent 
Mbigement  It  b  stfll,  I  nndoBtand,  riaing  in 
^ircubtion»  It  bunderstoodihat  mere  than  one 
aaembev  of  die  present  Cabinet^  and  aeffenl 
Membera  of  the  House  of  Commons,  oceaaioa- 
alty  eotttribute  to  its  columns.  It  will  be  reeoL- 
Jeoted  that  an  article  which  i^^eared  reapeedBg 
Mr.  OConnell,  about  a  year  since,  created  an 
MMsual  sensation  in  censequende  of  ita  being 
mwersaliy  ascribed  to  Lord  Brougham,  and 
4hat  hb  Lordslup  took  ihe  trouble  of  pubffidy 
stating  that  it  was  not  written  by  him.  The 
aatide  was  not  written  by  hb  Lordship;  bul^  if 
I.am  not  mistiken,  it  waa  ode  of  a  series  wyeh, 
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about  that  tinie,  proceeded  from  die  pen  of  « 
person  of  great  distbctioa  in  the  poUdcal  woild 
*Tb»  Advertiser'  is  a  diorougUy  indepen- 
dent joumaL  It  has  always  identified  itself  with 
the  interests  of  the  people  without  regard  to 
party  considerations.  Its  consistency,  and  its 
decidedly  liberal  tone»  have  largely  contributed 
to  invest  it  with  a  power  over  the  metropolitan 
.  <*  masses''  wbich»  I  believe  is  not  poesesaed  hf 
any  of  its  daily  contemponries,  Itdiatiagiashed 
itself  at  the  time  the  Melbourne  Administration 
was  overthrown,  in  1834,  by  the  deciuve  stand 
it  made  in  &vour  of  Liberal  principles.  On  the 
gaoming  after  that  oYerthrpv»  it  felicitously  de* 
dared  it  would  *<nail  itsflagtothe  mast''  of  Re- 
form. Its  vigour  and  decision  on  thai  occasion 
were  not  only  beneficial  to  the  popular  cause,  but 
of  great  service  to  itselt*  At  that  great  crisis  the 
public  stood  in  peculiar  need  of  an  honest  and 


*  I  may  mention,  as  a  proof  of  the  estimation  ia 
which  the  seryiees  of '  The  Morning  Advertiser'  were 
held  at  thaterentful  period,  that  in  May  of  the  follow. 
iog  year,  a  public  dinner,  at  wliich  150  gentlemen  were 
present,  including  several  of  the  Metropolitan  Mem* 
hers, — ^was  given  to  the  Editor ;  on  which  occasion  a 
splendid  silver  cup  and  coyer,  worth  fifty  guineas,  were 
presented  to  him  as  an  expression  of  their  sense  of  the 
valae  of  those  services.    Mr.  Blake  celebrated  the  eir. 
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mii^^ti^Kiwg  advocate;  and  they  found  such  an 
advocate  in  <  The  Morning  AdvertiBer/ 

Last  of  all  among  the  morning  papers  comes 
<  Ths  Pubuc  Ledger*^    Were  mere  antiquity 

cumstance  in  the  following  song,  which  was  sung  on 
the  occasion  amidst  the  greatest  applause :— 

• 
When  the  State's  fioble  Tessel,  by  Tories  betray'd. 

Forsook  her  bright  course  and  dlshonour'd  became. 
When  the  slaves  of  corruption  their  '  Standard'  dis- 
played. 
And  '  The  Times'  struck  her  colours  and  blighted 
her  fame. 
Though  the  storm  howled  around,  as  the  fierce  battle 

rose 
Twixt  the  Sons  of  Refonn  and  fair  Liberty's  foes. 
There  was  one  gallant  bark  that  still  smil'd  at  the  blast. 
For  her  pilot  so  staunch  ''  nail'd  her  flag  to  the  mast," 
And  defied  ev'ry  foe  to  assail  her. 

Let  the  Cup  then  with  wine  to  our  Pilot  o'ecfiow. 
May  he  long  at  the  helm  of  our  vessel  preside  ; 
May  his  broadsides  strike  terror  to  each  Tory  foe, 
And  the  pole-star  of  Freedom  be  ever  his  guide. 
Though  the  battle  still  rages,  yet  undaunted  our  crew. 
With  our  Pilot  so  steady — our  OiBcers  trup — 
Still  well  fight  our  trim  ship  till  the  danger  i*  past. 
With  the  colours  of  Reform  firmly  ''nail'd  to  the 
mast," 
And  defy  all  the  world  to  assail  her  I 
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to  reflate  the  claims  of  a  journal  to  priority  o« 
notice,  *  The  Public  Ledger'  ought  to  have  had 
precedence  of  *The  Times'  and  its  other  morn- 
ing contemporaries;  for  it  is  the  oldest  daily 
newspaper  in  London.  It  was  estabUshed  so  far 
back  as  175a 

Goldsmith,  and  sereral  other  persons  who 
afterwards  acquired  great  literary  reputation, 
commenced  their  career  by  writing  for  the  early 
numbers  of  *  The  Public  Ledger/  This  journal 
is  supposed  by  some  to  be  that  in  which  the 
Letters  of  Junius  originally  appeared.  This  is  a 
mistaka  It  was  *  The  Public  Advertiser/  an 
altogether  different  paper,  and  established  many 
years  after  « The  Ledger,'  that  first  gave  publi- 
city to  the  Letters  of  Junius.  For  some  time 
*  The  Ledger'  was  the  "  leading  joumaL" 

But  it  is  with  newspapers  as  with  everything 
dee :  they  experience  the  general  mutability  of 
the  world  And  what  a  change  is  here !  It  is 
now  scarcely  ever  heard  of:  but  comparatively, 
few  even  of  the  people  of  London  are  aware  of 
its  existence.  It  is  not  quoted  by  any  of  its  cour 
temporaries,  except  *  The  Standard,^  above  once 
in  five  or  si;L  months.  Its  circulation,  according 
to  the  last  newspaper  stamp-office  returns,  did 
not  give  a  daily  average  of  above  350  copies.  It 
is  read  only  among  a  certain  class  of  city  mez^ 
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cliwts^  mid  in  somtf  publio-bottses  in  Wnfifiog. 
The  former  read  it  for  its  oonunerdal  inteQi- 
gence;  the  latter  for  its  ahipping  infonutiMu 
These  are  the  two  grand  features  of  the  pspac^ 
Its  information  on  both  points  is,  perhap%  move 
copious  than  that  of  any  of  its  contempoiarieB. 
I  am  not  aware  that «  single  copy  ever  finds  its 
way  westward  of  Temple  Bar.  I  will  engage 
for  it  that  none  of  my  readers  veooUeet  har- 
ing  met  with  it  on  the  Westminster  side  of  dM 

aty. 

*  The  Public  Ledger'  is  chiefly  supported  by 
its  advertisements.  To  its  columns  a  certain 
class  of  advertisementBy  for  many  years  ffvea 
under  the  incomprehensible  bead  of  ^  Sales  l»y 
the  Candlci'*  are  secured.  Tliese  advertisementa 
relate  to  auctions  of  hides  of  leather,  pipca 
of  wine^  boxes  of  oranges,  large  quantities  of 
tallow,  logs  of  timber,  and  all  sorts  of  groceiy 
goods.  They  are  secured  to  <  The  Ledger' 
exclusively  in  consequence  of  th^  advertisers  be- 
ing members  of  some  society  or  societies  which 
have  ^  pecuniary  interest  in  the  paper.  Jitfr. 
Alderman  Crowther  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  parties  most  deeply  interested  in  *  The  Pub- 
lic Ledger.*  For  a  long  time  past  the  property 
has  been  let  for  a  given  term  of  years  to  the 
highest  bidder, — ^the  same  as  if  it  were  a  iann  or 
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boiiaek  Some  yenfflan^D  the  lessees  were  MeMn» 
Bicbards  sud  Harwood.  When  they  got  pos- 
session of  it,  it  was  a  good  property.  For  some 
time  they  cleared  between  700/.  and  800/.  per 
aooum  by  it;  It  was  got  up  at  remarkably  Uttle 
eq>ense,  I  belieye  there,  were  only  one  or  two 
parliamentary  reporters*  at  a  trifling  salary,  on 
itf  and  the  managers  scsrcely  ever  paid  for  any 
other  matter.  The  dimensions  of  the  journal 
too,  were  limited,  and  the  type  large.  Hie  cir- 
cukdon  then  was  abpi^  800.  Since  that  time» 
however,  it  has  been  gradually  fiilling,  until  it 
has  almostceased  to  exist  llie  pobtics  of  <  The 
Ledger'  were  then  of  a  neutral  character.  Its 
motto  was,  *^  Open  to  aU  parties — ^influenced  by 
none."  The  property  passed  eventually  out  of 
Mr.  Richards*  and  Mr.  Harwood*s  hands,  and» 
at  the  dos^  of  1832,  or  begini^og  of  1833^  Mr. 
Mallalieu  became  the  lessee,  at  a  rent  of  200/. 
per  annum.  He  enlaijged  the  paper — gave  to 
its  politics  a  decidedly  Tory  eoinplexion — ^and 
made  great  ezertionii  mi  incurved  considerable, 
expense^  with  a  view  to  raising  its  diaracter  and 
increaring  its  cinmlation.  The  mone]^  laboqr, 
and  talent,  howev^,  expended  on  it  were  all 
lost ;  and  Jdr.  Mallalieu,  after  oonducting  it  for 
eighteen  or  twenty  months,  threw  up  the  con- 
cern.   The  proprietors  carried  it  on,  at  their 
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own  expense  for  some!  lime:  when  other  proprie- 
tors,  headed  by  the  late  Mr.  Hindmarsh,  the  dien 
largest  proprietor  of  «  He  True  Sun,*  engaged 
wiih  it  The  title  was  chaSiged  to  that  of  <  Hie 
Morning  News,*  and  the  paper  was  printed  at 
*The  True  Sun'  office.  Mr.  Steyens,  preri* 
ously  a  reporter  on  *  The  Sun,*  was  entrusted 
with  the  conduct  of  <  The  Morning  News; '  but 
it  excited  no  more  interest  than  before.  It  was 
impossible,  indeed,  it  could  have  done  so ;  for 
anything  in  the  shape  ff  original  political  dbh 
cussion  was  ncTer  given  in  its  columns.  Had 
the  paper  at  that  time  been  conducted  with  spi* 
rit  and  talent,  I  think  it  was  likely,  under  the 
new  name,  and  with  the  advantages  under  whidi 
it  was  printed  at  'TheTrue  Sun*  office,  to  have 
done  some  good.  In  less  than  twelve  months 
another  change  took  place  in  the  lesseeship  of 
the  paper.  Some  of  the  parties  went  out,  and 
others,  headed  by  Mr.  Alderman  Pine,  came  in* 
The  title  of  <  The  Morning  News '  was  now 
dropped,  and  that  of  *  The  Public  Ledger'  re- 
sumed. It  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  same  par- 
ties, and  Mr.  Stevens  continues  editor.  It  is 
laboriously  sub-edited  by  Mr.  Harwood,  formerly 
one  of  the  lessees.* 

*  ynule  these  sheets  are  going  through  the  press, 
the  title  of '  The  Public  Ledger'  has  been  discontinued. 
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Time  are  the  Morai&g  F^pen.  Itiswortiif 
of  remark,  that  the  yoongeBt  of  them  haa  bean 
in  exiatence  for  nearly  half  a  century.  The  nu- 
merous efibrta  which  ha;?e  been  made  during  the 
lapse  of  tfab  long  period  to  establish  morning 
papers^  have  not  only  &iled|  but  hare  in  almost 
efery  inatanoe  been  attended  with  a  very  sm- 
ouB  pecuniary  loss  to  the  parties  concerned  in 
them. 

The  task  of  cendncting  a  morning  journal  of 
large  circulation  and  influence^  is  a  most  ardu- 
ous and  responsible  one.  The  time  for  getting 
up  each  suocesaiTe  number  is  of  necessity  short: 
hence  the  labour  and  responsibility  of  the  editor 
ire  increased  He  is  often  obliged  to  decide  on 
the  insertion  or  rejection  of  matter,  on^  the  spur  of 
the  moment  Then  there  is  such  an  amaaag 
quantity  to  examine  and  select  from.  Tha^  un- 
der these  circumstances^  so  little  matter  per- 
sonally injurious  to  indifiduab,  or  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  society — bt  abundance  of  such  ma^ 
ter  daily  comes  before  an  editor — diould  find  ita 
way  into  our  leading  morning  papers,  is  really, 
surprising.  Nothing  but  a  sort  of  iatuitive  sa- 
gacity on  the  part  of  their  conductors  can  ao> 
count  for  the  drcumatance^    No  one  not  inti- 

and  that  of  '  The  Constitutional '  iubititutecL    8oms 
ahasatieiis  hsrs  also  taken  place  in  the  proprietorsUp. 
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mMf  »eqq«ptod  with  tbe  newquiper  press  of 
hoodoOf  ma  bsre  any  Mtim  of  Hlie  laborious- 
iKflsoftheiaflkQf  iMduigthe  qmnnimifirioM 
scot  by  oofM^ondHit^  alone.  If  I  neoDeefe 
ri|^y,  <  Tbe  Tbnes*  oaea  meiitieBed»  two  or 
time  yean  uee^  that  oa  soioe  oeoasuNia  of  gieat 
public  eiMiitRweat  as  maay  as  feomtbieebi^ 
to  Aree  bindred  aiid  iify  lattan»  wen  addsesBad 
to  the  editor  daily.  A  large  propcution  of  die 
letters  addieased  to  Bevn^aperofioes  aie  written 
in  so  bad  a  han4»  Aat  to  oompel  a  peiBon  to 
lead  Ihem  UiAy  tbrou|^  would  be  as  great  a 
punishment  as  one's  most  infetocate  eneogr 
eould  wish  to  inliet.  Of  oomw^  tlM  editor  of 
<  The  Times '  could  not  be  eiipected  to  read 
such  a  quantity  4rf  letters  himself;  dw^  indeed, 
would  be  pbyneaOf  impnefiHe  in  Ae  time  at 
bwed,  eren  snppoeii^  he  bad  nothing  else  la 
do;  but  nuicfa  of  bis  time  is  neoossarily  oeea* 
pied  in  such  caaeflb  in  listening  to  the  npresent^* 
tioDs  made  by  bis  assistsnts  respecting  the  eon- 
tents  of  partioidar  eoamunicalions;  and  nuiek 
judgment  is  inquired  to  decide  on  tfaoee  wUih 
shall  be  rejected  or  inserted,  or  remarked  upon 
in  leading  artides. 

Then,  again,  much  of  the  time  ef  the  eAlsr 
of  a  morning  paper  is  consumed  by  interrienn 
wi A  persons  who  call  on  him  en  the  i 
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the  paper.    It  may  be  that  tiie  ob^  of  their 
liflit  19  to  ask  that  acmie  portion  of  Us  oolmmis 
should  be  appropriated  to  bring  into  notice  some 
society,  or  cause,  or  other  thing,  in  which  die 
person  applying  is  individually,  either  directly 
or  indirectlyi  interested.    Of  course,  bowerer, 
the  pretext  is  that  the  publie**-^  personage  in 
whose  behalf  every  one  professes  to  feel  a  prodi- 
gious interest— and  not  the  individual,  will  be 
benefited  by  compliance  with  the  request  which 
he  makes.    The  modesty,  or  cool  assurance—  I 
know  net  which  is  the  best  term — which  is 
displayed  in  such  easesi  exceeds  anythmg  of 
which  any  <me  but  an  editor  can  fonn  any  idea. 
And  yet  the  office  he  holds  and  the  station  he 
occupies  in  society,  dooms  him  to  the  necessity 
of  hearing  all  such  applications  and  requests, 
with  as  much  politeness  as  if  the  parties  were 
some  of  the  most  distin^fuished  men  in  the  land, 
eome  to  invite  him  to  dinner. 

But  these,  irksome  and  inconvenient  though 
they  be,  are  not  the  most  annoying  mterviews 
whieh  an  editor  has  to  encounter  in  his  sandum 
ianeiaram.  A  still  more  unpleasant  khid  are 
those  in  which  the  parties  have  come  to  com* 
plain  of  soiee  i^  or  supposed  ii^ury  done  them 
by  the  papec^  and  to  demand  that  the  omamb 
AofioreMi  be  made  in  ihe  puUieation  of  tha 
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feDowmg  day.  You  may,  in  a  great  measure, 
saTe  yourself  the  annoyance  which  the  first 
class  of  visitors  would  inflict  on  you,  H  you  re^ 
fuse  to  see  them.  But  a  /*  Not  within,**  or  a 
**  Cannot  be  seen  just  now,**  or  any  odier  expe- 
dient, will  not  avail  you  in  the  latter  case.  Ihe 
parlies  are  furious :  they  are  smarting  under 
some  wound  you  have — quite  unconsciously 
it  may  be — ^inflicted  on  them;  and  they  will 
take  no  denial.  Tley  must  ^  die  editor,  or 
the  Aeditor, — just  as  the  outraged  parties  have 
been  taught  the  pronunciation  of  the  word; 
and  if  you  shut  the  door  against  them  you  will 
soon  find  you  gain  nothing  by  the  step.  What- 
ever truth  there  may  be  in  the  proverb  in  other 
cases,  that  an  Englishman's  house  is  his  eastfe, 
the  poor  editor  finds  it  is  all  a  fiction  in  so  far 
as  his  sanctum  is  concerned.  To  shut  die  door 
against  a  party  an ""  editor  has  offended,  who 
comes  to  seek  for  reparation,  is  the  surest  way 
he  could  take  to  have  it  broken  in  pieces,  and 
most  probably  his  own  head  into  the  bargain. 

None  but  an  editor  of  a  morning  paper  him- 
self, can  have  any  idea  of  the  annoyance  and  in- 
terruption to  his  business  which  are  caused  by 
parties  intruding  on  him  about  matters  of  triflinf 
importance.  Not  only  is  his  time  useteesly 
waated,  but  tlie  train  of  his  thoughts  in  writing 
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is  ttffppei^  and  it  is  tvrenty  to  one  if  be  gets  into 
as  happy  a  train  again. 

The  editcHT  of  a  morning  paper  is  subject  to 
counftlesB  other  annoyances  arirang  from  ciicum- 
stanees  connected  with  the  ofiBce,  which  woold 
not  be  Very  well  understood  by  the  public,  though 
I  were  to  detail  them.  Mistakes  are  every  hour 
occurring  in  one  or  other  of  the  various  depart- 
m^ts  of  the  paper,  for  which  the  editor  is  held 
responsible  by  the  proprietors,  and  for  which  he 
is  blamed  by  the  public,  though  they  are  entirely 
the  result  of  the  negligence  or  defecdve  judg- 
ment of  some ,  subordinate.  The  unfortunate 
editor  has  not  only  to  answer  for  his  own  sins^ 
but  for  those  also  of  the  whole  establishment 
He  is  a  sort  of  scape^goat  for  the  tnuutgressions 
of  all  below  him.  If  a  corresppndent  in  Dub* 
lin»  Paris,  Vienna,  Ck>n8tantmople,  the  Anti- 
pedes,  or  anywhere  else^  happen  to  M  into  an 
error— no  matter  how  unimportant — the  ill-fated 
editor  may  rely  on  it  that  some  lynx-eyed  reader 
will  discover  it,  and  make  a  pompous  parade  of  his 
superior  discernment  in  so  doing.  He  will  also 
visit  the  editor  with  his  immeasured  indignation 
for  allowing  it  to  escape.  If  a  reporter  has  miscon- 
ceived some  expression  of  one  of  our  l^slative 
orators,  who  chooses  either  not  to  make  himself 
heard  at  all,  or  in  disregard  of  Hamletfs  advice 
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to  tb«  players,  so  ^^moulte  hi»  woNbi^  tbgt  it  k 
impossible  for*  any  one,  however  great  hU  poircn 
of  attention,  to  eomprehend  what  hesaysr-aU  the 
blame  is  atta<^hed  to  the  editor,  and  he  is  aeeoid- 
ingly  abused  by  the  M.  P.  If  a  oomgnitor 
makes  a  typographical  error  which  escapes  the 
corrector  of  the  press,  in  ihe  advertuement  of 
some  <<Maid  of  AU-work''  who  wants  a  place, 
and  <<wbo  can  hare  an  undeniable  diaraeterfinom 
the  situation  she  has  left,''  there  eould  not  be  a 
fiurer  ground  fcr  ^  pulling  up^  tlie  edkor.  It  is 
true  her  Maidship  does  not  do  it  herself;  fiir  a 
very  good  reason— >flhe  cannot,  not  having  been 
▼isited  by  the  sdioobnaster  though  so  hmg 
abroad ;  but  then  she  is  acquainted  w^  aooM 
footman  who  can  do  a  little  in  the  way  of  makiiig 
hieroglyphics,  and  can  spell  one  word  accurate 
in  twenty ;  and  nothing  can  aftrd  him  giealer 
pleasure  than  to  become  the  medium  of  eoaveyw 
ing  Sally's  indignation  to  the  'Aeytftor/  Nqr, 
if  even  the  machine-men  and  ike  devil— I  mean 
of  course  the  printer's  devil-*do  ikeir  work  slo- 
venly,  the  {Public  visit  in  their  own  minds^  U 
they  do  not  express  it,  tiieir  indignation  on  die 
hapless  head  of  the  editor.  He  is  abused  eterf- 
where  and  by  everybody.  Every  donkey  con- 
ceives himself  privileged  to  have  a  fling  at  Urn. 
In  tills  respect  he  is  worse  of  dum  tiie  lion  m 
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liie  fible;  for  the  aas  did  not  kick  lum  till  he 
HTM  dead,  and  therefore  the  noble  anfanal  mm 
lABenffible  of  the  indignity  offered  him.  The  poor 
adBtxnr  goifes  all  his  kicks  while  alive. 

B»t  these  are  only  a  few  of  the  anaoyances  lo 
wbidi  an  editor  i»  subject  There  are  others 
ifinumeraUe,  which  arise  from  sources  altogether 
diftrenL  If  there  be  a  human  being  in  the 
worU  who  is  entitled  to  speak  about  the  impoe- 
ftibiUfty  of  pleasuig  everybody,  that  personi^  is 
the  newepap^i-edttor.  His  hourly  experience^ 
indeed,  is  an  exemplification  of  the  maiim,  that 
it  is  impossiUe  to  please  everybody.  He  haa 
great  reaaen  tobe  thaakftdif  hedonotdijplease 
eve^body;  for  if  he  please  his  readers  in  one 
respect,  k  is  a  thousand  to  one  if  he  do  w^ 
o§BoA  ihem  in  some  other^  The  Radical  is  de^ 
lighted  beyond  measure  to  see  'Hie  Cibronicle' 
er  'The  Examiner'  abusing  Lord  Lyndhursty 
hat  then  why  does  the  editor  give  Sir  Robert 
Peel  credit  for  heiag  a  man  of  distinguished 
talents,  and  of  admirable  business  habits?  The 
Tory  luxuriates  in  hearing  ^The  Hmes^  or 
<The  John  Bull'  ealUng  Mr.  (yConnell  <<the 
big«beggarman,^  ^  a  ruffian,"  and  all  manner  of 
ead  names:  but  then,  what'busmess  had  the 
editor  to  admit  in  the  same  breatl^  that  some  of 
Urn  Whig-Ridieal  Ministers  were  men  of  takal 
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and  moral  worth  ?  It  were  all  very  well  if  the 
leaiderB  of  the  peCpers  would  only  be  coatentad 
with  feeling  in  their  own  minds  lUssatisfied  with 
an  editor's  conduet  because  he  does  not  happ^ot 
to  "go  the  whole  hog**  with  them  in  everything ; 
for  in  that  case,  ignorance  would  prove  bliss  to 
him.  But  the  evil  is,  they  are  not  content  with 
nursibg  this  disBatisfaction  in  their  own  breasts; 
no,  nor  in  expressing  it  to  others ;  but  they  must 
needs  either  ^^apprise**  the  editor  of  it  them* 
selves,  or  mention  it  to  someone  of  Vnstenthoti- 
sand  excessively  good-natured  friends,  who,  Ihey 
are  sure,  will  do  it  for  them. 

Then  there  is  the  difficulty  of  pleasing  readers 
whose  tastes  and  principles  are  "  wide  as  the 
poles  asunder.^  What  excites  the  admiratioQ  of 
one  reader,  appears  to  another  to  display  the 
worst  taste  on  the  part  of  the  e<Ktor.  **  Why  do 
you  not  df^vote  more  of  your  space  to  literary 
and  scientific  subjects  ?**  writes  one  critic  *•  If 
you  take  up  so  much  of  your  columns,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  important  matt^,  with  sabjeGts 
which  are  fit  only  for  magazines  and  other  lite- 
rary works,  I  must  discontinue  taking  your 
paper  any  longer,**  writes  another  persona^ 
signing  himself,  of  course,  like  the  firsts  « A 
Constant  Reader.**  What  is  the  editor  to  do 
amidst  sueh  conflicting  representations  ?    For  m 
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wbile  he  is  perplexed,  but  at  last^ie  fincb  him- 
«eif  obliged  to  act  as  exclusively  on  his  own 
jiK^ent,  as  if  he  had  no  ^<  constant  readers^ 
whose  wishes  and  tastes  he  was  bound  to 
consult 

But  of  all  the  endless  sources  of  annoyance 
which  beset  the  path  of  an  editor,  that  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  communications  of  amateur  corres- 
pondents of  his  <'  yaluable  journal,^  is  imdoubt- 
edly  the  greatest  The  badgering  to  which 
these  personages  subject  him,  were  enough, 
though  eyerything  else  lisre  smooth  as  the  un« 
ruffled  stream,  to  make  him  curse  his  destiny. 
« They  are  the  most  unreasonable  and  unmanage- 
able class  of  animals  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  If 
their  communicationB  are  rejected,  the  editor  is 
set  down'  as  the  greatest  4plt  in  Christendom,  and 
he  may  expect  next  day  to  be  told  that  be  is  sa 
When  the  communication  was  sent,  a  little  flat- 
tery was  resorted  to,  in  the  hope  of  paving  the 
way  for  the  insertion  of  the  article ;  the  journal 
in  whose  columns  the  amateur  sought  to  shine^ 
was  inconqparably  the  best  extant :  now  it  is  the 
vilest  and  dullest  print  which  ever  issued  from 
the  psess.  In  rejecting  the  commtmication  the 
editor  has  provefi  to  demonstration  that  he  is 
unfit  for  his  office :  he  has  compromised  the  in- 
terests of  the  proprietoTQi  and  ought  to  be  dis* 
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missed  forthwith.  If  the  editor  accepts  liie  ( 
municatioD,  but  is  obliged  from  a  press  of  mat« 
ter  to  delay  the  insertion  far  a  short  tim^  the 
amateur  correspondent  writes  compltdning  of  the 
postponement,  and  worrying  the  luckless  editor 
as  much  about  i1^  as  if  the  destinies  of  llie  world 
were  dependent  on  its  publication.  Every  sucfa 
correspondent  always  looks  on  his  own*  comma* 
nications  as  the  most  important  matter  which 
could  find  its  way  into  the  columns  of  a  new»» 
paper ;  and  feels  a  supreme  contempt  for  the 
judgment  of  an  edito^'who  could  insert  an  ac* 
count  of  a  French,  or  any  o Aer  revohition,  in 
pfBference. 

These  and  innumerable  oAer  attnoyances  are 
the  lot  of  the  editor  of  a  popular  puUic  joumaL 
Of  his  course,  it  may  with  mudi  more  trutii  be 
said  than  it  can  beof  that  of  true  love — it  nerer 
does  <*run  smooth.''  He  is  emphatically  a 
doomed  man.  And  what  aggravates  the  misery 
of  his  ffituation,  is  the  drcuibstance  of  ^  seehig 
no  prospect  of  deliverance  from  it  When  Gamp* 
bett  sung  so  sweetly  of  Hope  as  being  Ae  inhe- 
ritance of  every  descendant  of  Adam,  he  entirely 
Ibrget^  fer  the  moment,  &at  tiiere  eristed  a 
okss  of  men  called  ecfitors  of  morning*  papers. 

*  Of  course  the  same  observations  apply,  to  afrreater 
or  less  extent,  ia  the  case  of  all  ntnk  spaper-cditors  ;  b«t 
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He  tny  speculate  about  die  bleflBing  of  hope; 
but  it  is  a  Uemsg  of  which  he  knows  nothing 
from  experience.  <<Hope  that  eometh  to  al^ 
Gometh  not  to  him.*'  When  a  person  is  instsHed 
in  the  oflkie  of  editor  of  a  morning  paper^  his 
iiiin<^  if  he  have  any  notion  of  the  duties  he  has 
undertaken  to  disehargey  cannot  fail  to  conjure 
up  the  recollectiett  Of  Dsiite^  celebrated  inscrip- 
tion over  the  gates  of  hell-* *<  All  hope  abandon 
je  who  enter  hers  r*  Every  day  brings  with 
it  its  own  eahumlies.  He  has  not  the  sHghtesC 
prospect  of  even  one  hour's  respite.  His  woes 
can  only  end  with  his  editorial  existence. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  unseasonableness 
of  the  hours  at  which  the  editor  of  a  morning 
paper  has  to  perform  the  duties  which  doTolye 
upon  him.  He  goes  to  the  office  about  seven 
or  eight  o'clock.  Until  ten  or  eleven-^-jcnne- 
Ikies  bter—he  is  usually  emplqyediin  seeing 
parties  on  business^  examining  cemmumcatiOBS, 
or  attending  to  otiier  matters  of  minor  moment 
It  is  after  tiiat  thae  lliat  his  more  arduous  and 
inportant  Ubomrs  commence;  so  that  whsn 
other  people  are  about  to  retire  to  vest,  he 

tliej  apply  with  a  peculiar  force  to  those  who  hare  the 
maDagement  of  morning  paperi^  because  of  their  esta- 
blishments being  much  more  eztensire^  and  the  eaito- 
itad  dalles  iteiieh  mere  oaerotts. 

VOL.  II.  K 
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18  IbegLtining  to  <*  cudgel"  a  leading  article  oat 
of  his  brains,  therewith  to  mstruct  and  amuse 
file  metropolitan  world,  on  the  morrow.  Between 
eleven  and  two  o'clock  the  editor  of  a  momisg 
paper  is  usually  hardest  at  work  for  his  readers; 
a  period  at  which  most  of  th^ai  are  firmly  locked 
in  the  arms  of  Morpheus. 

I  hav:e  often  been  led  into  a  train  of  curious 
reflections  when  I*  hare  had  occasion  to  be  in 
his  pmate  room  at  two  or  three  o'dock  in  the 
morning,  and  there  seen  him,  ^  alone  in  his 
glory/*  busily  engaged  in  inditing  an  article, 
bearing  sensibly,  it  might  be»  on  the  destinies 
of  his  countiy,  if  not  on  those  of  the  civilized 
worid 

Oftentimes  the  editor  of  a  momng  journal 
does  not  get  to  bed  till  half  the  world  are  out  of 
theirs;  sometimes  not  at  alL  Of  all  men  in 
the  world,  it  can  be  said  of  the  editor  of  a  mam^ 
ing  paper  with  the  greatest  truth,  liiat  he  does 
.not  lie  on  a  bed  of  roses.  Hie  litde  eleep  he 
does  get,  is  disturbed  by  the  more  tiian  Attasian 
weight  of  anxieties  and  responsibilities  which 
press  on  his  mind. 

To  conduct  a  morning  paper  widi  success, 
the  most  consummate  sagacity,  coupled  with 
great  facility  in  writing,  is  requisite  on  the  part 
of  the  editor.    He  has  no  time  for  delibeiation: 
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he  must  chooie  his  subject  in  a  momeDt,  as  if  be 
possessed  tke  attribute  of  intuition  in  such  matr 
ters.  If  ever  a  human  being  had  need  of  the  hun- 
dred eyes  of  Argus  to  observe  the  innumerable 
topics  claiming  his  attention,  he  is  that  persolu 
And  bis  time  for  writing  is  as  limited  as  that  for 
selection;  it  must,  also,  be  done  on  the  spur 
of  the  moment  EQs  ideas  must  flow  rapidly 
from  his  pen :  he  has  no  time  to  wait  to  see 
whether  they  will  come  in  answer  to  hic^  call 
from  the  ^vasty  deep"  of  his  mind:  he  forces 
them  up  whether  they  will  or  not  It  is  sur- 
prising to  see  the  able  articles  which  appear, 
day  after  day,  in  the  leading  morning  pqpers, 
notwithstanding  the  extreme  haste  and  manifold 
disadvantages  under  which  they  are  written* 
Some  of  them  are  as  finished  and  mastorly 
pieces  of  composition  as  if  they  l^d  been  the 
result  ot  wedcs  and  months  of  careful  tiiought 
Hiey  are  as  masterly  in  conception  and  accurate 
in  style,  as  i^  like  the  ^neid  of  Virgil,  they 
had  been  written  for  eternity,  nistead  of  only 
for  the  paasing  hour.  Hazlitt  often  expressed 
his  surprise  at  the  finished  theatrical  critidnna 
which  evOTy  now  and  then  appeared  in  the 
morning  papers,  in  reference  to  pieces  produced 
on  the  previous  evening :  the  ability  and  taste 
which  the  leading  articles  displayed  tn  his  time^ 

B  2 
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■0  weU  as  now,  ought  especially  to  have 
eficited  from  him  expreasioiiB  of  wonder  and  ad* 
miration. 

'  The  difficulty  of  establisfaiug  a  moraing  paper 
is  very  great  Persons  sot  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  the  mommg  press  can  have 
no  idea  of  it  The  moel  consummate  tsleot 
alone  will  not  do  it,  though  superier  Uknt  is 
indispensable  to  success.  There  must  also  be 
gieat  sagacity  (»  tac^  united  to  fiist^ralebuai^ 
ness  halnts.  I  could  mention  instances,  were  it 
not  an  imgradoua  task,  in  which  certain  jour- 
nals have  suffered  to  a  very  great  extent  frosn 
tiie  i^eace  of  die  latter  qualities,— wha«  tiiere 
was  no  lack  of  talent  But  in  addition  to  greai 
talent  blended  with  tact  «id  buskieBS  habits, 
thtte  must  be  an  mmense  espendituie  of  capita} 
before  a  morning  paper  can  be  establisbed  Less 
AaB  M^OMi  wouk  not  give  any  new  undertake 
ing  of  the  kind,  e?en  a  chance  of  auccesa.  Mr. 
Murray,  the  publisher,  of  Albemarle  Street^ 
thought  that  20,BOQfc  wouU  snfiee  to  establHh 
^  The  RepresentstiTe  *  morning  newsp^wr.  I» 
less  tiian  sit  monlJbsliaiiuttdtibat  15yCWW»  wcs^ 
expended  wi&out  the  least  benefit;  he  knxoi^ 
hideed^  that  matters  were  daily  getting  worsen 
aind  tfaere6Hre  he  judieiously  detennined  to 
abandon  the  idea  dtogethei^  rallier  than  nm 
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farAen 

Hie  daily  expeotea  incurred  by  a  morning 
pqier^  oondncted  with  any  degree  of  vpixity  are 
eooniious.  To  those  unaoqnainted  with  them 
tbey  mast  appear  incredible,  llie  sum  weekly 
paid  by  the  leading  morning  journals  for  the 
intdtoctnal  and  manual  labour  expended  on 
them,  without  regard  to4he  price  of  stamps,  the 
adferttsement  duties,  &c,  is  from  250/.  to  9001. 
The  prioe  paid  by  ^  The  Hmes,^  which  is  greater 
thaoi  iiuA  of  its  contemporaries,  owing  to  the 
greater  frequency  of  its  doublensheet  publicap- 
tiona,  is  not  much  under  the  latter  sum.  Nia 
morning  newspaper  could  pay  its  expenses,  pro» 
vided  it  bad  no  adveitiaements,  with  a  circular 
tion  under  ax  or  seven  thousand.  As  few  of 
the  morning  papers  have  so  large  a  circulation 
as  this,  it  is  therefore  clear  that  the  adyertise- 
menta  are  the  great  source  of  profit  When  these 
are  numerous,  they  are  extremely  profitable  to 
the  |»^oprietors ;  for  in  London  they  are  charged 
at  a  very  high  rate.  The  smallest,  though  coiH' 
risting  of  only  one  line  is,  in  the  fropt  page,  five 
shillings.  Hie  chargeforoneofacolumn  in  length 
would  vary  in  difierent  papers'-for  the  proprietors 
of  the  several  journals  have  not  a  uniform  scale  of 
cfaar^ee^-from  fourteen  to  sixteen  guin^aa.    Hiv 
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price,  if  I  remember  righdyiirtuidi  'The  Times' 
diarged  for  the  advertisement,  in  1835,  of  the 
Conservative  Electors  of  the  Gtj  of  Lo&doii» 
which  contained  5^000  or  6,000  names  adMUted 
to  a  petition  to  Parliament,  was  two  hundred 
and  fifty  guineas.  The  advertisement,  if  my 
memory  does  not  mislead  me,  filled  about  four 
pages  of  a  double  sheet  On  some  oocasicms 
<  The  Times^  double  sheets  contain  between 
nine  hundred  and  a  thousand  advertisemente.. 
Hie  profits,  then,  from  this  source  must  be  enor- 
mous. Before  the  reduction  of  the  advertise- 
ment duty,  the  yearly  sum  'The  Times'  paid  to 
government  ibr  advertisements  alone,  was  not 
much  under  20,000/.  Its  own  statement  of  its 
contributions  to  the  revenue  in  1828^  was  as  foU 
lows : 

For  stamps  .  •  .  •  48^516  18  4 
For  duties  on  advertisements  •  16,269  II  6 
Excise  on  paper  consumed       .     'd^S51    3    0 


Making  a  total  contribution  to 
the  revenue  in  one  year  of    .  £68^137    7  10 

I  do  not  know  of  a  more  interesting  scene  than 
that  whioh  is  to  be  seen  in  the  office  of  a  moEm* 
lAg  papel*  when  all  hands  are  at  work.    Not* 
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'wttbtftaBAfig  the  estent  of  tito  plAoe,  the  variely 
€{d0pca:tiiieiits,  and  the  namberctf  persons  eia- 
yli^ed,  ererything  not  only  proceeds  with  liie 
regularity  of  clockwaiic^  but  the  most  perCset 
order  prevails.  Every  one  knows  his  own  duty 
and  cheerfully  performs  it,  without  interrupting 
or  interfering  with  his  neighbour  in  the  di9i> 
diarge  of  his.  There  is  no  talking,  nor  any 
noise  of  any  kind :  every  word  that  is  spoken  is 
in  a  suppressed  whisper;  and  when  any  one  has 
oocasion  to  go  firom  one  part  of  the  establish- 
ment to  another,  he  treads  the  floor  as  softly  as 
if  he  were  afraid  of  the  sound  of  his  own  feet 
The  profound  stillness  which  prevails^  is  only 
broken  by  the  gentle  ^^dicking"  caused  by  lihe 
dropping  of  the  types  into  the  brass  receptadea 
called'  composing-sticks,  provided  for  them.  I 
know  of  no  other  instance,  that  of  a  Quaker^s 
meeting  excepted,  in  which,  where  so  great  a 
number  of  persons  are  in  the  same  place,  so 
profound  a  silence  reigns.  I  Wish  our  legislators 
in  the  Lower  House  of  Parliament,  would,  in  this 
respect,  take  an  example  from  the  compositors 
and  other  persons  employed  in  getting  up  a 
morning  paper.  In  that  case  their  proceedings 
would  be  alike  creditable  to  their  own  characters 
and  benefidal  to  the  country.    As  matters  are 
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THE  N£W8PAP£R  PRESS— THE  EVENING 
PAPERS. 

The  Globe— The  Courier— The  Sun— The  Standard— 
The  True  Sun— Misceltaneoufl  Obsenrations. 

Ik  speaking  of  the  Eremug  Vwpetf^  I  shaH  not 
have  occasion  to  occupy  so  much  space  as  in  ^ 
ease  of  the  morning  journab.  Thej  are  fite  in 
mraiber— ^Tbe  GSobe,'— «TTie  Cornier/— « The 
S«n,'— *  Tlie  Standard,'— ^end  <  The  Tnie  Snn/ 
I  place  Tfi£  Globe  first  on  £he  Kst^  because, 
fira*  some  time,  it  has  not  only  had  the  name  of 
bring  the  ministerial  evening  papet,  but  is  the 
largest  in  drculntion,  fbdngfa  it  would  appear 
from  tibe  last  stamp  offlk^e  rMurus^  *The  Bun^  is 
following^  in  the  latter  respect,  dOM  bn  ifeheeh. 
It  was  started  many  yeap  onoe^  in  coiqmietion 
with*The  British  PresSy'  a  morning  jounu4iriMll 
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ceased  to  exist  ten  or-  twelve  years  ago.  For 
some  years  <  The  Globe'  continued  to  ^be  pub- 
lished without  either  great  profit  or  loss  to  the 
proprietors.  In  182S  the  copyright  was  pur- 
chased by  the  proprietors  of  *  The  TVaveller,* 
an  evening  paper  which  had  been  establidsed, 
with  but  very  indifferent  success^  a  few  years 
previously.  Both  the  papers  were  joined  tqg&* 
ther  under  the  tide,  whicli  tney  still  retain  though 
that  of  'The  Globe'  only  is  used,^of  'The  Globe 
and  Traveller.*  Since  the  junction  with  *  The 
Traveller/  <The  Globe'  has  wedded  other  five 
evening  papers,  namely, '  Hie  Statesman,'  which 
for  many  years  belonged  to  Mr.  WaideU,  who 
was  lately  miudered  in  New  South  Wales; — 
*  The  True  Briton,'  a  journal  started  by  Lord 
Kenyon ; — *  The  Evening  Chronicle*  one  of  the 
many  unfortunate  newspaper  speculations  of 
Mir.  Buckingham,  the  member  for  Sheffield; — 
'The  .Nation,'  a  foolish  specuktbn  of  Mr. 
Wooler; — and  *The  Argus,'*  another  short- 
Uved  enteiprise  of  Mr.  Buckingham.  The 
number  of  papers  thus  incorporated  with  *  The 
Globe'  is,  therefore^  no  fewer  than  six. 

Colonel  Torrens,  late  member  for  Bokon,  was 
for  jnany  years  principal  proprietor  of  <Tbe 

•  'The  Argus/  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  did  not  life  a 
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Gkbe.'  He  iiied  also  to  writ^  nany  of  tlio 
leading  articles  in  it  Hiose  wtuch  fdttted  to 
topics  bearing  on  political  economy  were  cUeAjr 
temfaispeiu  Colonel  Torrens  is  undeMood 
to  hare  disposed  of  his  interest  in  *  The  Gkbe^ 
a  few  years'sSaoe.  Mr.  Coul8(iD^  now  one  of  the 
Fber  Ism  CommissioaerB*  was  then  its  principal 
eifitor.  He  eontribiited  much  to  iiiae  it  to  the 
Imputation  if  ttow  enjeya.  He  was  suceeeded 
hf  Mr.  Jirtm  Gorton,  well  known  aa  llie  author 
of  the  "  T<q)ograpbical  Diotienary."  The 
paper  did  not  advance  eitfa^  in  name  or  profita 
under  the  editorial  supervision  of  the  latter- 
geotlMian.  Mr.  Gorton  did  not  long  control 
the  destinies  of  <Tbe  Globed  he  quitted  it  hi 
the  end  of  i834»  or  the  beginning  of  lSi85;  and 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Wilaon,  wfaoalill  presides 
at  the  editorial  hehn.  Under  the  maaagemeiit 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  leadmg  artides  of  <The 
Qlobe'  display  much  spirit  and  acnteneaa.  Who . 
the  gendeinan  is  who  is  ei^rusted  with  the  sub- 
editorialdepartment,  I  do  netknow;  but  it  has  fer 
some  years  displayed  modi  taste  and  judgment 
Mr,  CSuurles  BuUer,  member  ht  lislDeaid,  has 
been  often  said  to  be  the  echtor  of  <  Th»  Globe  ^ 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  statement  Thatgen- 
tleman,  I  heiieve,  did,  some  time  ago^  oooa* 
aioaaUy  write  leadiqg  articles  for  it;  but  he 
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'wflBttodie  dflKoe-  nor  had  ha  any  coil- 
tnl  n^ialever  oter  the  management  ef  die 
paper. 

*  <T1ieGkbe,'ac«yr£ngtolheIaaliieirBpaper 
iet»n6»  has  a  dxcolatlon  of  neariy  a»00a.  Itia 
ft  good  p^ayaiiy. .  Whfeii  a  tMBsCar  ef  abaieft 
iraa  made  Ave  or  anc  y^aia  ago^  llie  value  of  4m 
pfoperly  ma  eatBBiated  al  5a»OW2:  I  da  not 
ii^poae  ks  valae  haa  depreeiailid  siaoa  On  the 
oaolnry,  I  aan'Of  opbion  tibat  ifc  mast  now  be 
emrfli  oooaiderably  more,  owing  to  the  gfeat 
mcteaae  wfaidi  has  taken  place  in  the  nmidier 
ofila  adverttaements  within  the  hat  few  yeam. 
For  a  loDg  tiaM^  hudeed  vntil  within  -the  bat 
two  or  Ihiee  years,  the  advwtiseoMttJbB  in  ^Hie 
GUebe^didnot  averagemoie  than  three  cohmma : 
ef  kfee  it  haa  eridoaa  had  less  than  a  page  of 
tkeae  moBtffrefiftable  arfidea. 

I  knonr  of  no  evening  papec  which  ia  oon* 
dneted  at  leaa  eipenae  than  «The  Glebe.*  It 
doea  not,  like  its  oonteapoiwy  evenaig  jouTaala, 
ptdiUfi  aeeond  editioBfl,  during  the  aeeaiona  of 
parliament,  and  la  conaequenlly  ^pareil  the 
eipenae  of  ati  ciitaidiahment  of  reporters..  I 
beUMa^  indeed,  it^haa  not  more  Am  one  gen** 
tkawn  regulaaty  esdpbyed  aa  a  teporter.  Ita 
aeooont  ef  nay  tfaiqg  which  ttanspiiea  in  flie 
mitnqpolia  hciate  ibe  faoqr  4if  go^  to  preen. 
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yfkbn  it  has  anjr  bucq  afleomt,  k  $bnsfB  te^ 
mtikMe  tor  ito  brevity.  And  for  the  littk  it 
givesy  excepting  in  the  case  ci  the  coaits  of 
Iwr,  it  is  indebted  to  Ae  peni^-»Jineff8>  a  daas 
of  penensy  of  whom  I  abail  have  to  apeak  on  a 
,  firtwe  eebanon.  Serend  of  the  other  evening 
p^wn  ooeaaionally  e%^pteM  important  late  v^ 
teffiuenee:  ^The  C&obe^  never  incan  thiaex* 
pense,  which  is  a^ery  heavy  one. 

Lovd  Pahneraton  is  yery  often  reproaentad 
aa  a  eontiibutor  of  leading  aitidea  on-qaestioBa 
of  foieign  poMcy  to  '  The  Globe.'    The  stata^ 
mentis  not  ce»eet    ^Tbe  Globe,'  it  is  tmi^ 
often  shows  that  it  has  sources  of  infoxmatioii 
pecoEar  to  itself  <m   feragn  suljects  of   ion 
poitance ;  and  it  has  ben  the  invaridile  «nd 
flBalous4ul?oeafee  ef  tw  Ixyrdriiip"^  foreign  poli^; 
but  he  is^accontii^  to  anthorities  wbieh  Z  eau* 
not  deiftbt,  as  innoeant  of  vmting  the  foreign 
kmdis^  aitides^  as  he  is  of  the  leaders  in 
« C9eave's  Police  Gaaetle.'    He  may  express  an 
eeeasienal  viish  to  have  a  cmtain  view  taken  of 
a  faorticidar  foestien;  and  some  of  his  sub- 
oidiaalss  in  the  Foreign  Office  maf^  fiurnish 
die  fiftots  and  infonnatioa  on  •which  such  an 
article  as  wonid  meet  his  viawsy  may  begsonoded; 
but  !  apeak  iiitb  sdme  dsgme  of  oeaMenoa 
wb^nl.eajs.'thil  he  ban  nothing  fiudmr  to  da 
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with  tbe  fereiefn  leaden  whidi  appettr  in  'The 
(3obe/  It  is  quite  common  to  ascribe  artides 
in  pafticnlar  papers,  to  some  AGnister  of  State ; 
if  people  generally  knev  the  cares  of  office  as 
well  68  die  parties  So  who  fill  official  stodoDs, 
it  would  be  seen  at  once  that  the  dutiies  tbeyluKfe 
to  perform  are  of  so  arduous  a  nature  as  to  leave 
them  but  Htde  tiftie,  had  they  all  the  disposition 
in  the  world,  for  newspaper  writing. 

The  Courier  had  for  many  years  mcompaiar 
Uy  the  largest  circulation  of  the  eveiung  pap*« 
pers.  In  the  time  of  die  French  war,  its  dr* 
culation,  for  a  considerable  period  average^ 
10,000  copies  daily.  On  one  occasion,  when  it 
contained  some  important  enclusiTe  intdligeaee 
ie,600  copies  of  *  Hie  Courier'  were 
and  sold :  had  the  pressmen  been  able  to 
the  demand,  it  was  calculated  that  dO,000  would 
have  been  sold.  So  extensively  was  it  ititm  read 
by  the  dergy  of  the  cfaurdt  of  £ngland--it  waa 
then  a  high  Church  and  State  paper— -dut  it 
was  calculated  no  fewer  dian  5^000  of  ita  iift* 
pressions  went  into  the  hands  of  the  dergy  aknew 
Its  influence,  as  well  as  its  circulation,  waa  then 
great  It  was  n6t  only  looked  on  as  the  orgaa 
of  government^  but  was  actually  its  accredited 
and  exclusive  organ.  It  ahno^  tnvaiiaUjr, 
tfarong^.iti  oonnttbm  wifli  the  PMdvaland  Ii*< 
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terpool  AdxakktratiQiis,  pn)cured  tbe  earlieit 
iafonnatioa  on  every  subject  of  importance 
daring  the  eyentful  period  of  the  war.  So  great 
was  the  demaiid  on  such  occasions,  that  almost 
any  jpiiee  would  have  been  given  for  a  copy. 
As  steam  printing  was  unknown  at  that  time, 
it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  insure  the  pubHca^ 
tion  in  ordinary  time^  tx>  have  duplicates  of  every 
mimber  of  the  paper  composed,  and  to  have 
four  presses  constantly  at  work.  After  the 
peace^  *  The  Courier'  began  gradually  to  de- 
cline in  dreulation;  frst,  because  there  was 
much  less  &K.citement  in  the  public  mind,  and 
secondly,  because  of  the  formidable  rivalry  mOk 
which  it  had  to  contend  on  the  part  of  other 
journals.  But  what  gave  it  the  most  serioiis 
blow  was  the  frequent  changes  it  underwent  in 
its  politics,  from  1887  to  1830.  From  being  a 
thorough-going  Tory,  which  it  had  been  ever 
since  it  renoimced,  in  1800,  the  Jacobin  prin* 
eiples  with  which  it  set  out,  it  became,  on  the 
aocesaon  of  Mr.  Canning  to  the  office,  of  Prime 
Minister,  a  most  sealous  supporter  of  that 
light  honourable  gentlein8n''s  government  Mr. 
Mudford,  the  present  editor  of  *  The  Kentish 
Observer,'  sad  author  of  several  novels,  as  well 
as  of  the  series  of  popular  tales,  under  the  title 
of  **  The  Ffarst  and  Last,**  which  appeared  m 
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cft  Bevtm  fe$n  $go  bk  <  BkdcwMd*B  Maguiie^* 
then  conducted  <The  Courier;'  and  it  was  ge» 
neraUy  believed  by  those  who  had  aceeas  to  on^ 
rect  informadon  on  die  subject,  that  the  amgii* 
lar  zeal  with  whidi  he  vindicated  die  Adttunia* 
tration  of  Mr.  Canning  from  the  attacks  ef  the 
Tories,  was  in  a  great  meaanre  the  reauk  of 
the  personal  friendship  whidi  subaiated  between 
liie  parties.    Hie  o^mon  of  thernqorityof  thtt 
proprietors  was  tfiat  his  zeal  outhm  his  Aacae- 
tron,  and  bat  for  the  personal  iflterpootion  of 
Mr.  Caiiiiing--at  least  so  I  am  aaaurad  by  those 
tfho  ought  to  have  accurate  infotmalion  on  die 
sttbjeci-^-he  would  have  lost  his  aituadoii.    Mr« 
Caning,  as  everybody  knows,  died  after  a  sfaovt- 
lived  reign  as  Prime  Minister;  and  his  oppo* 
nents — ^dioise  very  persons  to  w:hose  fiictioHS  op- 
position to  his  Adnunistration  his  death  faaa 
been  generally  a8cribed--^beoame  the  siioceaaon 
of  himself  and  colleagues,  after  the  tenporary- 
<fynasty,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  of  Lcnrd  Gode- 
rich.    Mr.  ModfonTs  editorial  cotinexkti  widi 
*  The  Courier'  then  closed   as    a  matter  of 
course;  and  under  a  new  editor  that  journal  be> 
came  as  ultra  Tory  in  its  poKtiea  as  it  bad  been 
in  the  good  old  dliys  of  Lord  liverpooL  Liber* 
alism  under  Lord  Gkey — a  mutb  more4edd0d 
Ltberdism  dian  diat  which  chafaetericed  the 
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goyennmial  of  Mr.  Csiuusig— onoe 
gttised  the  asoendant  in  the  couneik  of  the 
KiBf^  aad  '  The  Courier'  again  became  the 
dwaiiaon  of  liberal  prineipies.  In  a  word,  in 
the  diort  space  of  two  or  three  yean,  it  had  ea» 
listed  itself  under  the  banners  of  four  Adminis- 
tradixis,  all  based  on  difibrent  principles;  and 
what  gAve  ihme  Taiious  metamorphoees  the  most 
ausplidouB  aspect^  was  the  &ct  ci  every  sncces* 
sire  dhatige  taidng  place  the  nrameat  the  diange 
oecunfed  in  the  THiiona  governments,  lliese 
repeated  and  sudden  changes  in  so  short  a  pe* 
riod,  necessarily  destroyed  all  confidence  in  the 
mtagrity  or  disinterestedness  of  its  principles, 
and  the  reenlt  was,  fliat  whOe  the  high  Tory 
clergymen  «nd  othe^  zealous  adherents  of  that 
dass  of  p^ndptes,  withdrew  their  names  as  siiL- 
BcriberB,  the  few  Mends  of  Liberalism,  who^  while 
it  advocated  the  latter  principles,  had  given  in 
their  adhesien,  threw  it  up  again  the  mimient  it 
recurred  to  its  fimner  Tory  notums  and  prao* 
tioes.  It  was  consequently  deserted  and  dis« 
trusted  by  all  parties;  and  whatever  number  of 
supporters  it  retained,  consisted  chiefly  of  those 
whose  political  jirejudioea  were  not  strong  on 
eithor  side.  Its  editors,  too^  were  changed  with 
enreiy  successive  change  (rf  its  principks, — 
which  was  another  circumstaaoe  whidi  operated 
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m«di  against  it  In  the  limited  spsee  ti  Iba 
three  years  I  have  mentioned,  the  proprietora 
changed  the  editors  four  or  five  times.  Mr.  Roche 
succeeded  Mr.  Modford,  and  Mr.  Oal^  the  ee- 
lebrated  novelist,  succeeded,  if  I  remember 
right,  to  the  editorial  chair  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Roche.  Mr.  Gak,  after  a  four  months^  tenure 
of  office^  was  obliged  -to  make  away  for  Mr. 
Merle.  Mr.  Gait  once  mentioned  to  me  that  die 
reason  why  the  proprietors  were  dissatisfied  widi 
hia  management  of  <  The  Courier '  was,  ihat  be 
gradually  endeavomed  to  give  it  a  more  liberal 
tona 

Before  1827,  the  salary  of  the  editor  of  <71»e 
Courier  *  was  1,000&.  That  was  the  sum  wfakdi 
Mr.  Roche  had  when  he  died  that  yeaiv  As  was 
to  be  expected,  however,  a  reduction  took  plaee 
in  the  editor^s  salary,  on  the  folfing  off  in  Ae  dr* 
culation  of  the  paper  tx>  which  I  have  already 
referred.  What  the  amount  of  salary  now  i^  I 
hacve  not  the  means  of  knowing.  When  Mr.  Gelt 
was  editor,  he  receired  at  the  rate  of  800i.  per 
annum. 

In  1833,  Mr.  James  Stuart,  the  wcjl-known 
author  of  «  Three  Years'  Residence  in  Amexiea*> 
—one  of  the  best  works,  perhi^is,  which  have  yet 
appeared  respecting  the  New  World— became 
the  principal  editinr  of  <  The  Coim«r/  and  alee 
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the  proprietor  of  several  shared  in  it  Mr*  Stu- 
art was  for  BOflDe  time  assisted  by  Mr.  Bsowcroft; 
but  the  latter  gentleman,  in  the  autumn  of  that 
year,  quitted  ^  The  Courier'  office,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Hodgkins,  for  some  years  one  of 
the  reportecs  on  *  The  Morning  Chronicle.'  Mr. 
Stuart  and  Mr.  Hodgkins  still  continue  to  con- 
dilict  '  The  Courier.'  Since  the  connexion  of 
the  former  gentleman  with  that  JQumal,  it  has 
been  distinguished  for  the  earliness  and  accural 
of  its  information  on  subjects  of  importaneew 
The  most  prominent  feature  of  its  leading  arti- 
cles is  the  common  sense  view  they  take  of  the 
question  discussed.  Its  principles  are  decidedly 
liberal;  they  are  substantially  the  same  as  those 
of  the  Melbourne  Administration ;  hut  it  is  by 
BO  means,  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term, 
a  Ministerial  paper.  In  fact,  it  was  never  ao 
independent  o{  all  party  influence  as  it  has  been 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  Stuart** 

*  The  Courier,'  in  the  palmy  days  of  Toryism^ 
was  one  of  the  best  newspaper  properties  in  the 
country.  For  some  time  before  the  peace  of 
1B15,  its  profits    averaged   from    l^OOOi.  to 

•  Since  the  ahore  was  written,  Mr.  Stuart  has  heen 
appointed  a  Factory  Commissioner,  at  a  salary  of 
IglOWL,  and  of  course  must  close  his  editorial  connexion 
with  '  Tke  Courier.'  Mr.  Hodgkins  is  to  foe  the  princU 
pal  editor. 
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Ifi^dOML  per  aanuitu  The  Taltte  of  tiie  copy* 
sjgbt  waft  at  diat  time  eatiiiiated  at  80,(KMML  It 
is  still  a  good  ptoperty,  owing  to  the  great  num- 
ber of  advertiaements  which  continue  to  go  to  it* 
In  this  respect,  notwithstanding  the  extent  to 
which  it  has  sufiBsred  in  circulation,  it  is  still 
nearly  as  gobd  as  it  was  when  in  the  lenith  of 
its  glory  as  a  Tory  ministerial  paper.  *  The 
Courier'  affords  a  remarkable  confirmi^ion  of  an 
observatien  which  every  one  must  have  ikuule 
who  has  paid  any  attention  to  the  philosophy  of 
newspapersy  namdy,  that  as  advertisements  sure 
tiie  last  things  to  come  to  a  paper,  so  they  are 
file  last  to  leave  it 

*The  Courier'  is  divided  into  twenty-fbmr 
shares.  Mr.  William  Stuart,  of  Kni^tsbridge^ 
continues,  as  he  has  done  fcr  many  years,  to 
hold  a  greater  number  of  shares  than  any  of  the 
oAer  proprietors.  Some  sky  the  number  is 
nine :  others  say  it  is  five.  The  last  I  take  to 
be  the  correct  number.  Mr.  I^fichael  Attwood, 
the  Member  for  Whitehaven,  is  anodier  of  tfie 
proprietors;  so  is  Mr.  Pearce,  the  soiicitc»v 
of  St  Swithin's  Lane.  Who  the  others  aro^ 
I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing,  as  several 
changes  in  the  proprietorship  have  lately 
l^ace. 

<  The  Couri^'  is  conducted  at  j^eat  ( 


yGoogk 


JKnanuQ  fafbss.  98 

It  iri8ely  acts  on  the  masim^  that  nothing  can 

be  more  injunoiiB  to  a  paper  than  a  paraimo-' 

nkms  economy,  where  a  liberal  expenditure  of 

money  will  procoie  important  matter.    It  never 

grudges  any  reasonable  price  fcr  really  interest* 

ifl^  intelHgenoe.  It  regularly  publishes  a  second 

edition  during  the  nttmg  of  Pariiament;   and 

has  two  or  three  reporters  always  retained  finr 

the  purpose  of  repoorting  the  proceedings  up  to 

the  moment  of  going  to  press.    Mr.  Stuart  has 

bad  greet  disadvantages  to  struggle  with  in  the 

managemmt   of  *  The  Courier/     He  became 

connected  with  it  when  it  was  staggering  under 

ibe  blow  which  it  had  received  when  under  the 

control  of  his  predecessors.  That  it  has  not  loot 

greater  groiund  under  his  management  is. only 

to  be  ascribed  to  the  enterprise  and  iiftdgment 

wilicb  he  has  shown  in  the  difficult  task  of 

guidiiig  its  fortunes  under  so  many  adverse  di^ 

cnmstances. 

It  le  a  curious  1mA,  ibat  for  nearly  forty  yeaz% 
time  gentfemeiH  all  of  On  same  name,  have 
been  Hbe  principal  parlies  in  die  mam^gement  of 
*  Tlie  Courier.*  In  its  palmy  daysy  during  tibe 
rMgn  et  Toryism.  Mr.  Daidel  Stewart*  Sheriff 
Oxferdslnre*  was  the  prmcqial  ptoprielery  aiid 
took  the  most aetimmanagemeiit  HesoUoulf 
and  WHS  succeeded  by  Mr.  WiDiaaA  Stuart. ff 
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Knigfatsbridge.  A  few  yean  aoce,  Mr.  James 
Staart,  as  already  stated,  was  entrusteS  with  the 
entire  management  of  the  paper.  It  is,  per- 
haps|  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  though  these 
three  gentlemen  are  all  of  the  same  name,  they 
are  no  relation  to  each  other.  The  former  apdk 
his  name  differently  from  the  two  latter.  Measn. 
William  and  James  Stuart  are  Sootchmen:  Mr. 
Daniel  Stewart  is  an  Englishman. 

Tre   Sun  newspaper   now  holds  a  ^tin> 
guished  place  among  the  eyening  journals  of 
the    metropolis.      It    is    an    old    establidied 
paper:  it  has  been  upwards  of  forty  years  m 
existence,  though  for  many  years  previous  to 
1825  it  was  hardly  known.   At  that  time  its  cir- 
culation was  only  dOO  or  400 :  it  was  bought 
that  year  by  Mr.  Patriek  Grant,  bi0ther*in«]aw 
to  Lord  Glenelg,  and  of  Sir  Rob^  Gnn^  oae 
of  the  Civil  Judges  in  Bombay.    The  prioe^  if 
my  memory  does  not  prove  treacherous^  £nr  the 
copyright,   presses,   types,  «nd  allt  was  enfy 
600^    The  types  and  presses,  however,  weve^ 
as  may  well  be  supposed  when  I  have  meotioiied 
the  smallness  of  the  sum  paid  fof  tlie  vrfiole^  tbe 
worse  for  the  wear.    New  printing  materials 
were  farthviith    procured;    and    Mr.  Mtudo 
Toung,  the  present  proprietor,  was  engaged  hj 
Mr.  Grant  as  e<fitor.    The  paper,  und^  -Mr* 
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Yottog^s  DMuiagenieDt,  ftt.  once  eitarted  into  a 
new  and  Vigorous  existence.  Large  sums  were 
giten  far  valoaUe  politioa],  or  other  interesting 
intdligence;  and  expresses  were  run,  at  the 
enormous  expense  sometimes  pf  300/.,  through* 
out  the  whole  country,  with  copies  of  the  paper, 
when  it  eontained  matter  of  absorbing  interest; 
a  thing  unheard  of  in  the  .history  of  the  news- 
paper press  of  this  or  of  any  other  coimtry.  In 
a  word,  ^  The  Sun'  was  now  conducted  with  a 
degr^  of  spirit  and  enterprise  quite  un^ 
paralleled,  and  which  excited  the  surprise 
and  admiration  <rf  the  country.  The  conse^' 
quence  was,,  that  orders  for  *  The  Sun'  poured 
in  fircNoa  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, — even  from  its 
remotest  exizemities ;  and  in  two  or  three  years 
the  circulation  rose  to  nearly  as  many  thousands 
«i  it  bad  been  hundreds  before  Mr.  Grant  and 
Mr.  Young  became  connected  with  it  In  the 
coarse  of  little  more  than  three  years,  upwards 
of  16^0002r  had  been  expended  on  it  Mr.  Grant 
eventually  became  embarrassed:  the  property 
was  aeiied  by  his  creditors,  and  being  eventually 
put  up  to  the  hammer,  it  was  sold  to  Mr. 
Young,  who  had  a  claim  on  the  property,  in 
eone^uence  of  a  debt  to  a  considerable  amount 
<  owiag  him  by  Mr.  Gtcant  on  its  account  Mr. 
Youag  afep  bald  a  feurtb  share  of  the  paper; 
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80  ttat  tne  property  was  wordi  more  to  him 
Aum  it  would  have  been  to  any  one  else.  The 
price  he  paid  for  the  eopyrigbt,  and  the  printing 
materials,  was  about  6^000^  This  was  in  188a 
In  1892  Mr.  Grant  started  another  paper,  ^The 
Trw  Sun' — of  which  I  shall  have  to  speak  pre- 
sently— in  opposition  to  ^  The  Sun/  From  this 
opposition  Mr;  Young'*8  paper  -  sufi^d  for  a 
time,  to  a  very  considerable  extent  He,  how- 
ever, never  allowed  himself  to  get  for  one  mo- 
ment disheartened  by  the  jcircumstance.  Ife 
felt  satisfied  in  bis  own  mind,  tiiat  ^  The  Sun' 
would  eventually,  aiid  at  no  distant  day,  recover 
from  the  shock  it  had  sustained ;  and  undar  this 
impression  he  never  slackened  in  his  spirited 
exertions.  He  determined  on  convincing  tlie 
British  pubfic^  that  if  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
command  success  he  would,  like  Calo,  do  move 
^-he  would  deserve  it  He  eontintted  the  sys- 
tem of  expressing,  at  an  immense  expense  and 
in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  tisae,  important 
intelfigence  to  all  parts  ef  t^  empira  Aad 
still  further  to  merit  the  support  of  his  owHi- 
trymen,  he^  in  )8d4»  efdarged  his  jmpet"-^  aon 
additional  annual  expense  of  1,2(IM« — ^to-  sudi 
an  extent,  as  not  only  to  make  it  the  largest 
evening  paper,  but  to  make  it  equal  in  mn  ta 
anyof  itsmermngeoiitemporanea  Mr.Yeang's 
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nopes  have  been  proved  by  the  event  to  have 
oeen  well  founded :  his  exertions  have  met  with 
their  reward.  The  circulation  of  <  The  Stm*  is 
now  nearly  equal  to  what  it  was  before  the  esta* 
blishment  of  its  rival.  The  last  newspaper  re- 
turns give  It  a  circulation  of  little  short  of  3,000. 
Mr.  Young  is  sole  proprietor  of  *  The  Sun.* 
He  occasionally  writes  leading  articles  for  it; 
but  is  assisted  in  the  editorial  department  by 
another  gentleman. 

The  sprit  and  enterprise  whidi  charaeterise 
the  management  of  *  The  Sun,*  necessarily  en« 
tan  on  it  a  very  great  expense.  One  consider- 
able  item  in  its  expenditure  are  tlie  sidaries  of 
its  reporters.  It  has  a  numerous  and  a  rery 
able  corps.  Its  reports  of  important  meetings 
which  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  day,  are 
g^ven  at  full  length,  and,  conridering  the  -expe^ 
ditlon  with  which  they  are  necessarily  prepared, 
with  surprising  accuracy, — up  to  the  hour  of  pub- 
lication. The  same  observation  applies  to  the 
reports  of  the  proceedings  in  {Parliament,  which 
are  given  in  its  second  editions.  Hese  are  re^* 
larly  brought  down  to  the  hour,  seven  o'clock,  at 
which  the  post-office  shuts.  During  the  session 
of  parliament  Mr.  Young  has  seven  or  eight 
reporters  regularly  engaged  on  *The  Sun,* — an 
establbhment  nearly  approaching  in  efleotiveness 
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to  what  the  reporting  establisbments  of  tbe 
momipg  papers  used  to  be. 

Oae  prominent  feature  in  '  The  Sun^  is,  the 
space  it  devotes  to  literature.  It  reviews  every 
new  book  of  importance;  and  on  the  first  of 
every  month  notices  all  the  leading  periodicali 
under  the  head  of  "  Magazine  Day/'  Mr.  Dear 
con,  I  believe,  writes  the  literary  notices.  They 
aire  written  with  much  taste  and  cleverness^  and 
ofken  display  as  intimate  an  acquaintance  with 
the  work  reviewed^  as  if  the  notices  appeared  in 
a  quarterly  instead  of  in  a  daily  publication. 
Hus  has  often  surprised  me,  knowing  as  1  do 
the  great  haste  with  which  everything  connected 
with  a  daily  journal  is  necessarily  got  up :  in  the 
case  ot  the  reviews  in  <  The  Sun,'  the  haste  with 
which  tiiey  are  written  must  be  equally  evident 
to  others^  from  the  shortness  of  the  q»oe  which 
intervenes  between  the  publication  of  the  weak 
reviewed  and  the  appearance  of  the  review  itsd£ 
Mr.  Deacon  is  the  autiior  of  <'Tbe  Bashfol  j 
Irishman,'*  and  a  contributor  to  Blackwood's  | 
Magazine^  and  some  of  the  Othei'  leading  peri-  j 
odicals.  <<The  Old  Manor  House,""  in  the 
August  number  of  Blackwood  was  from  hi^pen.   , 

The  Standard  is  a  journal  comparatively  | 
young  in  years.  It  was  established  in  1827,  for  | 
die  purpose  of  opposing  the  Government  of  Mr.  i 
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Cunung  and  ra^porti&g  the  pelitidal  views  of 
the  Wellington  party.    For  a  year  or  two  its 
success  was  extremely  doubtfiiL    About  tweWe 
months  after  its  eetabUdunent  ^  The  Morning 
Chronicle,'  in  the  course  of  a  oontioTersy  be- 
tween the  two  papers,  characterised  it  as  a  jour- 
nal which  had  lately  <*  crawled  into  existence 
and  was  fast  hastening  towards  diasdotion.'' 
Ibat  ^  The  Standard'  was  likely  to  be  soon  dia- 
continued,  was  at  that  time  the  general  opnioai 
of  those  who  knew  the  circumstances  in  which 
it  was  placed    It  had  great  difficulties  to  eon- 
tend  with*    The  Tory  partf  had  been  gready 
divided  by  Ihe  split  between  Mr.  Canning  and 
his  personal  friends,  and  the  ultras  of  that  party; 
it  was  consequently  very  doubtful  to  the  mind 
of  every  cn^  whether  the  extreme  Tories  could 
of  themaelves  support  a  daily  evening  paper,  in 
addition  to  'The  Morning  Poet'  and  <TheNew 
Times.'    For  about  two  years  it  seemed  likely 
the  apprehension   would   be  proved  by  the 
event  to  be  but  too  weltfounded;  for,  duriilg 
that  period,  it  had  to  struggle  with  all  the  dis- 
advantagee  of  a  very  limited  dreulatioi^  and 
hardly  any  advertisements  at  alL  Its  circulation, 
if  I  am  correctly  informed,  did  not,  at  the  period 
I  refer  to^  amount  to  700  copies,  and  it  did  not 
average  above  half  a  colunm  of  foltpaid  adver* 
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tkements:  inoloding  what  m  Called  quack  ad- 
trertiaeoieiitSy  which  in  most  papas  are  inserted 
at  reduced  prices,  it  did notaverage  a  column. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  diacouxage- 
ments  which  attended  'Hie  Standard'  during 
die  first  two  years  of  its  existence,  it  was  under 
tihe  same  editorial  control,  and  was  conducted 
with  the  same  talent,  as  at  present    Its  proa- 
pects,  however,  eTentually  began  to  bright^: 
die  ability,  the  teal,  the  gentlemanly  feeling,  and 
llie  undeviatmg  consistency  with  which  it  8ap> 
poited  the  principles  on  which  it  started,  not> 
withstanding  all  tRe  great  diBadvantages  widi 
wfafch  it  had  to  contend,  attracted  the  attention, 
and  elidted  the  approbation,  of  men  of  all  pax^ 
ties.  A  more  liberal  patronage  was  consequently 
extended  to  it;   it  began,  in  ad<fition  to  tiie 
vigour  it  had  alwiq^s  evinced  in  flie  support  of 
its  principles,  to  show  symptoms,  from  Ae  iii- 
erease  in  its  advertisements,  of  coming  prosperity. 
Ev^y  day  after  this  added  to  its  list  of  sidKcri- 
bers,  as  well  as  to  the  number  of  those  who 
advertised  b  its  columns,  tlU  at  length  it  at> 
tained  that  measure  of  prosperity  which  it  now 
enjoys. 

<The  Standaixl,'  untU  about  nine  araHhs 
since,  was  one  of  the  smallest  of  the  evuing 
papers ;  it  was  then  enlarged  fikn  4ve  to  sis 
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colinmu^  and  is  now,  with  the  exception  of  *  Hie 
SitDy'  the  litrgest  of  its  evening  contemporariei. 

For  flome  years  after  its  eetaUishment,  <T1ie 
Standard '  was  generally  supposed  tb  be  con- 
ducted by  Dr.  Maginn,  well  known  for  his  con- 
tributioFnB  to  Bhdkwood's  Magazm^  Fraiser*s 
Magazine,  and  other  Tory  periodicals:  this  was 
a  mistake.  Dr.  Gifford,  a  barrister,  was  from 
the  first,  as  be  is  still,  the  principal  editor  of 
'The  Standard'  Dr.  Maginn  was  never  more 
than  assistant  e^jUtor,  which  he  still  is. 

In  dealing  with  an  opponent  *  The  Standard' 
evinces  singular  acutenesd ;  but  it  is  often  very 
unfiur  in  its  reasonings.  I  *do  not,  of  course^ 
mean  to  say  that  it  is  intentionally  so*  I  would 
rather  ascribe  its  misrepresentations  of  the  ar- 
guments  of  an  opponent,  to  the  circumstance  of 
misconceiving  them,  owing  to  the  violence  of  its 
political  prejudices.  As  a  disputant,  <  Tlie 
Standard '  stands  in  the  foremost  rank,  not  only 
among  its  contemporaries  of  the  metropoKs,  but 
among^  the  newspaper  press  of  this  country. 
When  in  the  wrong,  its  sophistries  are  most 
specious ;  when  in  the  right,  its  arguments  in 
fiiYomr  of  the  view  it  takes  of  a  question,  are  re- 
markable for  their  conclusiveness.  Its  style  cS 
writing  is  never  declamatory;  it  is  m<M-e  purely  ar- 
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gumentaliye  than  diat  of  any  of  ito  oontemponi* 
rm.  It  usually  dbplays  good  tactics;  it  is  wdi 
acquaiiited  witii  tibe  fears  and  prejodioes  of  its 
party,  and  seldom  fiuls  to  tom  tfaem  to  accoonti 
im  its  selection  of  topics  for  discusrion. 

It  has  one  efxceUent  feature:  it  never,  under 
any  circumstances,  suffers  the  violence  of  its 
political  hostility  to  betray  it  into  an  invasion  <tf 
the  sanctities  of  private  life.  No  paper,  perhaps, 
has  been  conducted  for  so  long  a  period,  whi^h 
has  been  more  exempt  firom  personally  UbeUons 
matter.  -  The  only  case  of  complaint  on  tfab 
score,  which  I  recollect  having  been  made  against 
It,  was  in  the  case  of  Lord  Durham,  in  1638; 
and  even  in  that  case^  the  matter  complained  of 
was  not  original ;  it  was,  by  an  oversight,  trans- 
ferred into  its  columns  ih»n  some  other  joumaL 
It  has,  I  believe  occasionally  given  great  oflenoe 
to  some  of  its  party,  because  it  has  on  every  oc- 
casion resolutely  refused  to  avail  itself  of  the 
private  poQcadilloes  of  an  opponent,  wherewith 
to  annoy  him  in  his  public  capacity.  The  late 
*' untoward  affiur**  between  Lord  Meftoonie 
and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Norton,  is  a  case  in  point. 
If  report  speaks  truth,  it  was  most  presanglj 
solicited  by  some  influential  members  of  its  par- 
ty to  make  that  afiair  the  instrument  of  annoy* 
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iiice  to  fab  Lordship:  it  turned  &  deaf  ear  to  tbe 
flolicitations;  it  peremptorily  refused  even  to 
make  the  matter  the  subject  of  editorial  allusion. 
'The. Standard'  is  fond  of  dealing  in  hyper- 
bole. There  is  scarcely  a  day  in  which  its  co- 
lumns do  not  giro  one  or  more  instances  of  this. 
One  very  late  instance,  was,  when  it  pronounced 
die  speech  of  Mr.  Hardy,  in  the  case  of  the 
0*Ck>nneU  and  Raphael  affiiir,  as  the  ^,  most  mas- 
terly oratorical  effort  ever  made  within  the  walls 
of  parliament  To  any  one  who>  like  myseli^ 
heard  that  speech  delivered,  or  to  any  one  who 
read  it,  the  extravagance  of  this  compliment  to 
Mr.  Hardy,  must  have  made  those  unacquainted 
with  *  The  Standard's '  habits  of  prodigal  praise» 
take  it  for  granted  it  was  intended  as  a  piece 
of  bitter  irony.  But  'The  Standard,'  a  few 
weeks /afterwards,  -was  guilty  ot  a  still  greater 
extravaganQe-H)ne  that  fiiirly  carried  the  force 
of  that  species  of  philosophy,  if  philosophy  it 
should  be  called,  as  far  as  it  could  go.  Speak- 
ing of  a  pamphlet  which  Mr.  Fielden,  M.  P.  for 
Oldham,  had,  at  that  lime,  published  on  the 
subject  of  the  fuctoiy  children,  '  The  Standard ' 
said,  that  before  it  saw  the  pamphlet,  it  set  it 
down  as  a  work  of  genius,  because  it  was  written 
by  one  who  was  an  admirer  of  the  late  Mr.  Cob- 
bett,  adding^  that  ''  it  set  down  every  one  as  a 
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genius  wb0  acfaofared  the  writbgsof  thatai^ukr 
vmn.''  If  this  new  criteiioa  of  genius  be  a  eor- 
rect  one^  it  will  be  found  that  geniuses  are  as 
plentiful,  as  Falstaff 's  blackberries^  among  the 
working  classes  of  England;  for  they  are^  al- 
most^ to  a  man,  admur^s  of  Mr.  Cobbett^s  WTit> 
ings.  Nor  would  geniuses  be  found  a  scarce 
crop  even  among  that  class  whom  Cobheit  him- 
self used  to  call  *^  clodtpoles ;"  for  many  of  them 
are  great  admirers  of  his  writingsi  They  are 
9Qt  for  substantially  the  same  reason  as  that 
which  induced  Dryden  to  pronounce  the  promis- 
sory note  of  Lord  Rochester  for  500/.  ttf  be 
decidedly  the  best  specimen  of  eonposition 
amidst  the  Tarious  excellent  specimens  by  dis* 
tiaguished  writers^  which  were  at  that  time  sub- 
mitted for  his  decimon.  The  ^^dod-poles^  ad- 
mire Cobbett*B  writings,  because  their  >leadbg 
olgect  is  to  procure  them  better  wages  for 
their  labour,  and  otherwiie  to  improTO  their 
aoGtsl  condition.     * 

< The  Standard'  is  the  sole  property  of  Mr. 
Oiarles  Baldwin;  and  a  very  excellent  property 
it  is.  It  must  derive  a  large  revenue  from  its 
advertisements  alone;  for  they  are  numerooa. 
I  have  heard  its  profits  estimated  at  10,000/.  per 
annum ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  that  sum  is  no 
ttaggeratioD.     Mr.  Baldwin  has  three  other 
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papas,  ^  Hie  St  Jamefl^s  CThronicle,'  diree  times 
&-week ;  <  The  London  Pftcke V  twice  arweek ; 
and  <  The  London  Journal,'  once  a-week ;  all  of 
which  have  a  piretty  extensive  country  circula- 
tion; and  as  they  are  got  up,  with  scarcely 
any  expense,  out  of  <  The  Standard,^  the  profits 
from  them  must  be  also  considerable.  I  am  as- 
sured by  one  who  ought  to  know  something  of 
the  matter,  that  Mr.  Baldwin^s  profits  from  his 
entire  newspaper-property  for  the  year  18S5, 
were  nearly  15,000/, 

Th£  True  Sun  is  the  only  remaining  eyen- 
ing  paper.  It  was  started,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  in  18S2,  by  Mr.  Patrick  Grant,  in 
opposition  to  <  The  Sun.'  For  a  season  it  pro- 
mised welL  The  public  mind  was  wrought  up 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  excitement  at  the  time  of 
its  appearance  on  the  subject  of  the  Reform  BHI, 
and  as  it  started  on  more  decidedly  Liberal  prin« 
ciples  tiian  were  at  (iie  time  advocated  by  any 
oAer  daily  paper,  morning  or  evening,  its  advent 
was  hailed  by  aU'llie  advocates  of  extreme  mea^ 
sures.  It  was,  in  other  words,  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  Radicals,  who  constituted  at 
that  crisis  ^  &ke  masses  ob  men,**  and  tlie  per- 
sons to  whom  *  The  limes  ^  referred,  when  it 
intimated  the  possibility  of  bricks  andbhidgeons 
being  resorted  to^  should  the  Tories  continue  to 
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lend  adeaf  ear  to  the  aofker  arguments  of  words. 
What  was  farther  in  its  fiifoor  was  the  talent  e&K 
barkedin.it;  for  it  was  undoubtedly,  for  some  tioi^ 
oonducted  with  considerable  talent ;  and  it  would 
have  been  singular  if  it  had  been  deficient  in 
this  respeet}  as  the  services  of  no  fewer  than  four 
editors  were  far  some  time — afterwards,  I  be- 
Ueye,  there  were  five — regularly  engaged  for  it^ 
llien  there  was  the  lavish  expenditure  of  moaqr, 
and  thegreatexertionsotherwisejirhich  weremade 
to  bring  it  into  notice.  Many— indeed,  I  haye 
reason  to  believe  most — of  the  country  papers  re- 
ceived copies  for  three  or  four  months  gratis. 
With  an  these  means  and  appliances,  it  would 
.^ve  been  "passing  strange"  if  ^The  True  Sun* 
had  not  found  its  way  into  a  considerable  dreur 
ktbn.  The  excitement  on  the  subject  of  Re* 
began^  however,  to  diminish  after  the 
:  of  the  IhII  of  Earl  Grey;  the  novelty  of 
die  new  pi^er  wore  ofl^  as  a  matter  of  course ; 
and  the  proprietor,  Mr,  Grant,  found  it  necessary 
to  become  less  lavish  of  his  money.  The  result 
of  these  and  other  circumstanoes  wa%  that  <The 
True  Sun'  soon  began  to  £idl  off  in  drculatiott^ 
^-and-bye — ^before^  I  belieye»  the  paper  had 
been  eight  months  in  existence — ^notice  was 
given  in  the  editorial  department,  that  the 
concern  was  in  difficulties.     Public  meetingB 
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oUhe  BadKcalfl,— is  a  great  measure  undor  tlie 
waaupccB  of  Dr.  Wade^^-were  called  for  the 
purpose  of*  raisiog  subBcriptionB  wherewith 
to  support  a  paper  which  was  justly  refHre- 
sented  to  be  their  only  organ  and  adyocate 
among  all  the  daOy  papers.  Considerable  sums 
were  collected,  and  the  paper  continued  to 
struggle  on  for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  Mi* 
Grant.  Eventually  Mr.  Frauds  Westley,  the 
bookseller  in  the  Strand,  and  Mr«  Hindnuursh 
in  the  CSty,'  became,  some  how  or  other,  con- 
nected wkh  it  as  pvoprietars;  an<}  by  Iwinging  a 
ooBsiderabla  capital  into  the  concern,  it  wie 
kept  on  for  some  time  longer,  nominally  as  stiU 
Mc  Ghnntf s  property,  though  in  point  of  foct 
brionging  to  his  creditors.  Mr.  Watley,  afber 
loosing  all  the  money,  some  say  d,4K)0/.  wUeb 
he  had  embarked  in  it,  quitted  the  concern, 
mad  Mr.  Hindmarsb,  the  other  principal  pro* 
prietor  (Med,  after  having  lost  sereral  thousands 
by  the  undertaking.  The  property  then  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  executors  of  the  latter,  who 
carried  it  on  at  a  great  loss  for  some  months, 
when  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  De  Santas,  a  gentleman 
of  scHQCie  property  and  of  Dutch  extraction.  The 
sum  which  he  piud  for  the  copyright  and  the 
printing  materials,  is  understood  to  hare  been 
Etde  short  of  SfiWL    In  the  course  of 
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afterwardfly  otker  ptrdes  becauns  «nw 
aected  wiA  it  u  joint  proprietors.  Anoog 
dieee  were  Mr*  Godsby,  and  Mr.  Tliomaa  Mar- 
fhjy  the  well  known  vestryman  of  St  PanoaSy 
and  formerly  one  of  the  candidates  for  the 
rapresentation  of  St  MaTy4o*boae.  It  is  atSl 
nndentood  to  be  in  die  hands  ^  the  sane 
patties,  all  of  whom  are  Roman  Cathoiics, 

The  highest  point  the  steady  •cireulation  of 
<The  IVoe  Sun'  efer  attained  was  between 
1,700  and  1,800l  It  has  been  gradua% 
diminishing  ii^  drouhtion  since  the  eomnuwice- 
■mt  of  the  year  I88d»  and  is  mw  mdkr  1^000 
oopies. 

I  have  said  that  when  <  The  Trae  Sun' started^ 
it  had  four  editors,  and  that  aeon  after  it  had  no 
fower  than  five.  Mr.  John  Bdl  was  the  prii>> 
cqial  editor:  this  gentleman  ooBlmuad  iriilhit 
for  Aree  years,  and  had  some  pecimiary  interest 
in  it  as  part  proprietor.  Mr.  Thelwall,  the  oele* 
hrated  lecturer  on  elocution,  and  well  known  as 
one  of  those  who  were  tried  for  hi^  treason  in 
1794,  was  also  for  some  time  one  of  its  editon» 
Who  the  others  were  soon  after  Ihe  eatabiiib* 
ment  of  the  paper,  I  never  couhL  learn.  In 
laBdi  Ihere  were  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Forstar^  Mr. 
Hmicliard,  ami  another  gentleman,  regulady 
aeling  as  .editors.    In  1834»  Sfr.  JLeigh  Hwt 
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Heoontinued  his  bonneuon  with  it  eeme  iiiDiitii% 
and  then  left  it  akogefther.  In  1884  and  in 
part  of  1885^  Mr.  Carpenter  waa  entruated  widi 
one  of  tbe  editorial  departments.  6n  the  pqwr 
tMBmg  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Fall»  of  Lambeth, 
as  the  eitecutor  of  Mr.  HindmaxBb,  Mr.  Cai^ 
pentar  soon  fimnd  that  he  and  Mr.  FaU  eould 
not  Bfftee,  and  iherefiore  he  quitted  the  concern. 
Mr.  Courtenay,  who  had  been  a  reporter  on  the 
eafeabUabmenly  waa  then  raised  to  the  office  of 
eifitor ;  and  he  conducted  it  for  about  five  or  six 
mmitfafl^  mhm  eircosiBtances  led  to  hia  leaving 
the  eataUiahment  Mr.  Oadaby  auoceeded 
Um  in  the  editorial  chairi  which  he  ia  wtill  un* 
damtood  to  fill,  aaaiated  by  Mr.  Murphy^  and 
some  of  the  olhav  parties  interested  in  tfie 
paper. 

From  first  to  laat  the  sum  lost  by  *  He  True 
Son'  has  been  enormous.  I  haye  heard  it  e^ti- 
Buted  at  little  abort  of  40,0O0A;  nor  do  I  think 
the  amount  is  any  very  great  exaggerpition,  if  it 
be  an  exaggeration  at  alL  Some  persona  say, 
that  Mr.  (yConnell  has  given  1,(KMW.  to.aaaist  it 
m  its  difficulties,  and  that  he  may  be  considaMi 
one  of  the  proprietors.  That  he  haa  contci- 
bated  to  ita  8q>port^  is  a  jEict  which  I  knon^  hot 
'Whether  llie  amount  of  hia  contijihntion  be 
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1,000£  is  a  question,  on  wbidi  I  cmnot  qierii 
with  certainty. 

One  eircumrtance  which  goes  to  accoont 
for  the  heavy  losses  sustained  by  <ThelV«ie 
Sun/ is  the  extravagantly  expennve  manner  in 
which  ithad  always,  until  of  late,  been  oofiductoiL 
When  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Hunt,  of  Radical  and 
matdiless  blacking  notoriety,  brought  his  aefeioD 
against  it,  because  it  inserted  a  paragraph  from 
a  correspondent,  stating  that  his  nose  had  been 
bitten  off— in  some  afiray.  in  Preston,  if  my  mft* 
mory  does  not  deceive  me,-^he  drew  a  graphic 
picture  in  court  of  the  splendour  of  the  various 
editorial  apartments,  and  of  the  five  editcvs  with 
Uffge  salaries,— contrasting  the  appearance  of  tiie 
place  with  the  then  sanctum  sanctorum  in  wUdi 
Mr.  Black  presided  over  the  fintunes  of  <T1ia 
Mormng  Chronicle  f  where,^he  siud,  the  diaits 
were  not  worth  three  halfpence  each,  and  the 
entire  furniture  would  not  have  brought^  if  put 
up  to  the  hammer,  mcMre  than  half^arcrown. 
The  paper  was  conducted  at  very  great  expense 
in  other  rejects  whidi  I  need  not  detail 

Then  again,  *  The  True  Sun'  never  had  any 
share  of  advertisements.  I  do  not  sujqpose  it 
has  averaged,  since  its  establishment^  more  tibmm 
a  column  and  a  haU^  if  so  mudi,  of  regulvly 
paid  advertisemenis;  in  faet^  it  wouUhave  been 
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oiilof  the  quesljoa  to  haye  expected  that  it  ever 
could  become  an  adrertising  medium  to  any  ex- 
tent The  dase  of  persons  to  whom  it  exclusively 
addressed  ittfel^  and  the  parties  with  whic^  ifc 
committed  itself  must  of  necessity  haye  ex* 
eluded  from  its  columns  any  great  share  of 
advertisements.  It  has  always  been  the  great 
organ  of  the  sentiments^  and  the  champion  of  the 
interests  of  the  workingcbssesy  who  are  but  comp 
paratively  littie  interested  in  the  great  majority 
of  the  advertisements  which  appear  in  the  daily 
journals.  Its  cireulatiim»  also^  as  I  have  al« 
ready  mentioned,  has  never  been  permanently 

It  deserves  all  praise  for  the  consistenqy  w'  'i 
which  it  has  uniformly  wfiiered  to  the  principles 
with  which  it  set  out  To  these  it  has  dung 
amidst  all  its  reverses.  When  under  the  edito- 
rial superintendence  of  Mr.  C.  tiie  first,  it  was 
a  duU  and  spiritless  paper ;  nor  was  it  well  con- 
ducted by  his  immediate  successor,  Mr.  C  the 
seeond ;  but  before^  it  was  edited  with  conrider- 
able  ability;  and  it  ha%  under  the  present 
management,  beeamuch  better  than  it  was  for 
some  time  previously.  It  has  tiiree  reporters 
regularly  retained  throughout  tiie  year,  and  pub- 
lishes, like  most  of  the  other  evening  papers^ 
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secoDd  editions  every  day  auring  llie  ritdng  of 
parliameDt*^  ' 

lliese  five  are  Uie  only  existing  eyenkig  . 
papers.  It  iroidd  be  ungenerous  to  omit  all  men- 
tion of  an  evening  journal  wUeh  closed  its  ei- 
istence  on  the  last  day  of  1835.    I  allude  to 

<  He  Albion,^  which,  after  strugg^g  with  dif- 
Acuities  for  five  years,  was  then  discontinued  as 
a  separate  publication,  and  ineorporated  with 

<  The  Standard'  It  was  decide<Uy  Tory  in  its 
polities;  and  was  generally  supposed  to  have 
been  started  and  supported  by  a  few  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Conservative  party.  For 
the  first  year  or  two  its  circulation  was  under 
500^  but  it  had  risen  to  about  800  at  the  tune  it 

•  filnce  the  above  was  written Aoncermng '  Xiie  Tnm 
Sun/  it  has  passed  once  more  into  new  hands.  It  it 
now  the  property  of  Mr.  Daniel  Whittle  Harrey^  the 
member  for  Southwark.  The  honourable  gentleman 
got  the  copyright  without  paying  anything  for  itj  on 
the  condition  of  his  taking  the  presses  and  printing 
materials  at  raluation.  Before  coming  into  Mr. 
JBarvey's  hands,  the  average  loss  on  the  paper  wasaol* 
per  week.  I  have  this  statement  from  the  mouth  of 
one  of  the  late  proprietors.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Foz« 
minister  of  the  Unitarian  chapel.  South  Finsbury. 
place,  is  now  the  principal  editor;  and  the  paper  is 
eondacted  with  greater  spirit  than  before. 
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owed  to  exist,  and  was  steadily^  thougli  slowly, 
progressing.  Its  extinction  under  these  eircum- 
stiinces  ai^peared  a  mystery  to  most  persons — 
even  to  those  on  the  establishment  It  was  a 
most  consistent  journal,  conducted  with  very 
considerable  ability,  and  with  the  most  honour- 
able feeling.  Its  selection  of  news  was  excel- 
lent,  and  the  whole  getting  up  evinced  great 
care  on  the  part  of  its  conductors. 

An  eyening  journal  is  conducted  at  much  less 
Qxpenset — ^in  some  cases  at  a  half  less— than  the 
morning  papers.  The  expense  varies,  ac- 
cording to  the  parsimony  or  liberality  with 
which  the  paper  is  conducted^  from  130A  to 
ISOL  per  Veek.  One  heavy  item  of  the  exr 
pens^  of  a  mommg  paper,  from  which  an  eveur 
ing  journal  is  exempted,  are  the  salaries  of  regular 
foreign  oorreapondenta.  Then  the  expenses  of 
reporting  on  an  evening  journal  are  not,  in 
many  instances,  a  tenth  part  so  great  as^n  its 
moniiDgcontemporarie&  'Amomingpaper,again, 
has  to  incur  a  heavy  expenditure  in  the  eourae 
of  the  yeiir,  from  running  expresses,  when  there  is 
important  intelligence  to  conununicate,  from  ibe 
continent  and  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
aiae  of  the  evening  p;:per8,  too,  being  for  the 
most  part  much  less  than  the  morning  papee^ 
the  former  have  not  so  mudi  ehttioe  matter,  in 
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the  shape  of  penny-a-line  reports,  nor  so  mndi 
to  pay  for  compositor^s  wages. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  difficulty  of  efficiently 
conducting  a  daily  paper.  It  is  a  common  pro- 
verb that  men  do  not  see  the  difficulty  of  a  thing 
until  they  have  tried  it  Hie  remark  holds  good 
in  an  especial  manner  in  the  case  of  a  daily 
journal  How  many  men,  otherwise  deemed,  and 
justly,  clever,  have  completely  broken  down  when 
they  have  undertaken  the  management  of  a  daily 
journal !  I  could  mention  numerous  instances, 
bat  it  were  an  invidious  task.  Let  it  suffice  to 
say,  and  those  acquainted  with  the  daily  metro- 
pqlitan  press  know  it  to  be  the  foct, — ^that  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  modem  lite- 
rature have  made  a  sorry  exhibition  as  editors  of 
daily  newspapers.  *  The  Courier*  and  *  The 
Representative,*  short  as  was  the  existence  of 
the  latter,  could  severally  unfold  some  tales  on 
this  point  The  truth  is,  that  a  man  may  write 
well  when  he  gets  his'  own  time  to  it,  and  is  al- 
lowed to  choose  his  own  topics,  but  that  b  not 
the  case,  as  I  formerly  mentioned,  with  the  poor 
editor  of  a  daily  newspaper.  He  must  discuss 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment  whatever  topic  en- 
grosses the  public  mind  at  the  time.  No  wonder, 
dien,  thi4  when  editors  sit  down  to  write  an  edi* 
tonal  artide^they  find  Aemselves  in  precisely  the 
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same  predicament  as  Addison,  who,  when  he  rose 
to  address  the  House  of  Commons,  found  that 
though  he  could  *'  conceive,"*  he  could  bring 
forth  nothing.  ' 

*  It  is  related  of  Addison,  that  soon  after  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  House  of  CommonSj  he  rose 
three  times  to  address  the  House,  saying  each  time, 
"  I  conceive/'  and  then  sat  down  without  ut|^ng 
a  tingle  word  more.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


THE  NEWSPAPER  PRESa-WEEKLY  PAPERS. 

The  Examiner— The  SpecUtor— The  Atlas— The  Ob. 
aenrer— Bell's  Life  in  London—The  Weeklj  Dis- 
patch—Bell's  Weekly  Messenger  —  Bell's  New 
Weekly.Messenger— fiundaj  Times— The  John  Bull 
—The  Age— The  Satirist— The  News— The  Weekly 
True  Sun— The  Mark  Lanb  Ezpren-ZThe  AgricuU 

/  turist— The  County  Chronicle— Baldwin's  London 
Journal— The  Weekly  Post— The  Patriot— The 
Christian  Adrocate — The  Watchman— The  Court 
Joamul'The  Naval  and  MiliUry  Gazette— The 
United  Berrtce  Gaxette. 

I  GOM^  now  to  Bpeak  of  the  Weekly  Newspaper 
Pk'ess  of  the  metropolis.  Though  the  politi- 
cal journals  published  hebdomadally  in  Londoo 
are  numerous)  I  shall  not  have  occasion  to  oo- 
cupy  so  much  space  in  speaking  of  thenii  as  I 
have  devoted  to  the  daily  newspaper  press.  On 
the  subject  of  priority  of  notice  no  journal  will 
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have  caiue  for  compkont,  as  I  shall  take  the 
papers  pretty  much  at  random,  and  not  in  ao» 
cordande  with  my  opinion  of  their  relative  merits. 
The  EbcAMiNBR,  though  by  no  means  among 
the  highest  in  circulation  of  its  weekly  contem* 
poraries,  as  will  be  afterwards  stated  more  fiillyi 
is  a  household  word  in  the  metropolis.  It  has 
been  so  almost  ever  smce  its  commencement; 
and  it  has  tbB  rare  good  fortune  of  being  popu* 
lar,  even  •  among  the  party  to  whom  it  is  most 
inveterAtely  opposed*  Tories  are  well  nigh  as 
lavish  in  thdr  compliments  to  tiie  integrity*  and 
talent,  and  wit,  of  *  The  Examiner/  as  are  the 
Radicals  themselves — that  class  to  whom  it  is 
almost  exclusively  addressed.  It  is  now  twenty* 
eight  years  niice  it  started.  From  its  Aommenoe^ 
ment  it  has  been  ably  conducted.  When  the 
joint  property  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunt  and 
the  present  Leigh  Hmit,  it  was  always  dis&i* 
guished  for  die  able  and  uncompromising  dw- 
raeter  of  its  political  articles  -for  the  taste  and 
judgment  witii  which  ibe  literary  department 
was  conducted^and  for  the  excellence  of  its 
dramatic  and  musical  criticisms.  Tlie'  way,  i»- 
4leed,  in  which  its  dramatic  department  wtn 
conducted  by  Leigh  Hunt — for  he  was  for  many 
years  the  sole  writer  of  the  theatrical  criticisms 
-^contributed  in  a  very«great  measure  to  raise 
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it  to  that  distinction  smon^  its  contemporaries 
which,  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  it 
has  enjoyed.  As  a  dramatic  critic,  Lei^  Hunt 
was  allowed  by  universal  consent  to  be  the  first  of 
his  day.  For  some  years  past — ever,  indeed, 
rince  *  The  Examiner'  became  the  property  of 
another  party — ^he  has  seldom  visited  the  the> 
atres,  and  still  less  seldom  written  dramatic  ni>- 
tices.  While  the  property  of  the  Hunt%  Ae  late 
Mr.  Hazlitt  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  <  The 
Examiner.'  Keats,  Shelley,  and  other  enunent 
men,  also  occasionally  enriched  its  columns  by 
original  articles. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Jonn  Hunt^s  deatl^  some  six 
or  seven  years  since^  Mr*  Albany  Fonbhnqiie 
became  ^  proprietor  of  <  The  Examiner.'  It 
IS  still  his  property,  and  is,  as  it  has  been  ever 
since  it  came  into  hb  hands,  conducted  by  him- 
sell  Until  within  the  last  fewyears  it  was  sold 
for  tMipenoe;  the  price  was  then  reduced  to 
teivenpence~that  being  the  usual  price  of  a 
newspaper.*  It  underwent  at  the  same  tim^ 
or  soon  after,  a  change  in  its  external  appear^- 
ance.  For  the  three  columns  in  a  page,  and 
die  quarto  sise^  the  form  in  which  it  had  pr^ 

*  The  usual  price^  while  correcting  thete  sheeti,  ha« 
been  reduced  jto  fivepence,  which  is  now  the  price  ol 
«  The  Examiner.'  • 
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Tiously  appeared,  ^ere  substituted  two  broader 
columns,  and  a  good  deal  more  of  the  folio  size.  . 
<  The  Ezammer's'  popularity  has  always,  af  it 
sdll  does,  r  eated  almost  exclusively  on  its  ori- 
ginal articles.  Its  selections  have  been  gene- 
rally made  with  excellent  literaiy  taste;  that 
is  to  say,  they  would  be  good  for  a  literary 
journal ;  but  in  the  matter  of  the  news  of  the 
passing  hour,  its  columns  have  been  generally 
looked  on  as  deficient  Nor  does  it  ever  bring 
down  the  little  intelligence  of  the  kind  it  gives, 
to  a  very  late  hour.  You  need  never  look  in  it 
for  any  detailed  account  of  anything  which  oc- 
curs on  the  Saturday,  however  important  The 
matter  is  in  most  cases  all  ready  by  the  Friday 
night  Its  original  articles,  however,  amply 
compensate  for  any  deficiency  of  this  kind.  Tliey 
are  always  foil  of  wit  and  argument  You  never 
read  one  of  them  without  bei^g  struck  with 
the  bnUiaacy  of  some  of  the  writer's  ideas  or 
iUustiations.  There  is,  too^  i^  vein  of  quiet  sub- 
dued sarcasm  pervading  the  whole  of  Mr.  Foo* 
blanque's  articles,  which  possesses  the  rare  good 
fortune  of  being  equally  perceived  and  admired 
by  the.  most  intellectual  and  the  least  informed 
readers  of  newspapers.  Hence  there  is,  per- 
haps, no  weekly  journal  whose  readers  are  in 
audi  equal  proportiona  among  the  higher  and 
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lower  classes.  <  The  Examiner'  never  indulges 
in  declamation.  This  is  somewhat  surprising, 
wh%n  every  one  knows  that  Mr.  Fonblanque's 
attachment  to  his  principles  is  not  exceeded  by 
that  of  any  man.  He  feels  strongly  on  aH  great 
questions :  he  is  the  imcompromising  advocate 
of  the  most  Liberal  principles ;  he  is  incessant 
in  his  attacks  on  a  Tory  oligarchy,  and  a  most 
strenuous  asserter  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  yet  he  never  betrays  the  least  warmth  or 
violence  of  manner.  <  The  Globe,^  when  twitted 
some  tiipe  ago  by  <  The  Times,'  on  an  alleged 
loss  of  temper,  took  credit  to  itself  for  being 
^  as  cool  as  a  cucumber.^  If  ever  one  journalist 
was  entitled  more  than  another  to  claim  this  credit 
for  himself,  diat  journalist  is  Mr.  Albany  Fon- 
Uanque.  How  he  iTould  behaTe — whether  be 
would  take  matters  as  coolly,  were  bis  house  on 
fire,  I  know  not;  but  amidst  the  sound  til 
trumnets  and  the  dash  of  arms,  in  the  political 
conflict,  he  retains  the  most  perfect  oomposur& 
Many  persons,  when  looking  on  the  agitation 
and  excitement  and  iBtfrdour  of  ^littg^  evinced 
by  all  its  contemporaxies.  on  both  sides  of  the 
question,  have  felt  ^The  Exanrfner's*  coolness 
to  be  jyrovoking.  How  mudi  more  Mnoying 
mnst  Mr.  Fonhlanque's  frigidity  of  mwoMt 
prove  to  Us  brother  journalists,  #he&  fhibynee 
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t&ettMiyes  worked  up  to  what  I  once  heard  a 
coalheaver  si^ewfaat  happily  characterise  as  a 
**  jolly  good  passion.'*  But  though  Mr.  Fon- 
blanque  never  suffers  himself  to  lose  his  temper, 
and  consequently  guards  against  that'  coarse 
abuse,  in  dealing  with  an  opponent,  which  is 
the  usual  accompaniment  of  undue  ardour  of 
feeling,  his  wit  and  irony  are  felt  more  sensibly 
by  a  delicate  mind,  than  would  Che  most  abusive 
language  which  it  were  possible  to  employ. 

One  greit  beauty  of*  *  The  Examiner's*  arti- 
desist  the' singtilar  ease' with  which  they  are 
manifestly'writtcfn.  There  is  no  appearance  of 
effort  about  them :  they  seem  to  proceed  quite 
naturally  from  the  w^ritet's  pen ;  as  easily,  indeed, 
as  if  he  were  unconscious  at  the  time  his  most 
ingemous  arguments  and  happiest  illustrations 
are  foflbwing  each  other  in  rapid  succession, 
that  be  was  gMtkg  expression  to  any  thoughts 
atalL  , 

Mr.  Forster  is  the  assistant  editor  of  *  The 
Examiner.*  He  has  filled  that  office  for  some 
time.  The  literary  notices  and  theatrical  criti- 
dams  are  understood  to  be,  vrith  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, his.  In  both  these  departments  of  a 
newspaper  he  has  acquired  a  deserved  reputa- 
fum.  His  dramatic  criticisms  are  among  the" 
beat  perhaps  to  be  met  with  in  tiie  metropo- 
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fitm  preas.    Tlie  only  drawback  on  the  review 
department  of  ^  The  fixaminer'  is»  that  the  no 
tices  are  often  delayed, — so  that  the  hooka  re- 
viewed are  in  a  great  measure  forgotten  before 
the  notices  appear. 

Some  years  ago,  when  the  number  of  weekly 
labourers  in  t^e  Radical  vineyard  was  much 
less  than  it  is  at  present^  ^  He  Examiner'  had 
a  circulation  of  a  good  many  thousands^ — sotne 
say  as  many  as  7,000  or  d>000.  Now,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  new^)aper  stamp  returns,  its 
circulation  does  not  exceed  d»400;  and  this^ 
notwithstanding  the  drcumstanoe  of  <  The 
Ballot,^  a  paper  started  by  Mr.  Wakley,  the 
member  for  Ilnsbury,  havings  three  or  four  years 
ago,  been  incorporated  with  i^  with  a  ciicula- 
tion  of  considerably  more  than  1,500.  In  tlus 
reduction  in  its  drculation,  *  Hie  Examiner^  is 
not  peculiar :  almost  all  its  Sunday  contempo* 
raries  have  suffered  more  or  less  in  the  same 
way, — as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  more 
fully  in  the  next  chapter. 

The  Spectator,  like  ^  The  Examiner,'  has 
a  distinguished  reputation  among  the  Sunday 
papers  for  its  original  matter.  That  matter 
is  fiilly  as  good  as  that  of  ^  The  Examiner/ 
though  written  in  a  different  strain.  <  The 
Spectator's'  style  is  clear,  easy,  and  dose ;  and 
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its  articles  are  usually  remarkable  for  their  i 
acutenessy  their  good  sense,  and  for  the  im- 
portant information  embodied  in  them.  They 
display  an  entire  mastery  of  the  subject  dis- 
cussed, and  often  excite  our  surprise  and  admi- 
ration because  of  the  new  light  in  which  the 
writer  puts  it,  when  we  had  thought  that  every- 
thing had  been  advanced  which  human  inge- 
nuity could  bring  to  bear  on  it  The  instaaces 
inwhicli  <The  Spectator^  has  struck  out  new 
views  of  a  question,  which  had  been  supposed 
on  all  hands  to  be  exhausted,  are  innumerable. 
In  fact,  the  whole  plan  of  *  The  Spectator'  is 
perfectly  originaL  It  is  a  paper  by  ijbsetf :  it  b 
the  first,  and  the  only  one  as  yet,  of  a  dass  which 
is  likely  enough  to  become  large  when  the  entire 
abolition  of  fiscal  restrictions  on  'the  press,  will 
give  fuU  scope  to  newspaper  enterprise.  <  Tie 
Spectator'  is,  perhaps,  the  most  striking  exem- 
plification afforded  by  the  weekly  newspaper 
press,,  of  what  political  economists  call  the  divi- 
sion of  labour.  Hiere  are  several  gentiemeri 
distinguished  as  writers  on  political  and  literary 
subjects,  regularly  engaged  for  it ;  and  eath  has 
his  own  department  Mr.  Rintoul  is  what  is 
called  the  conducting  editor ;  that  is,  he  has  the 
option  of  accepting  or  rejecting  what  articles  he 
pleases.  '  Mr.  Southern,  the  poet,  is  one  of  the 
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landing  writers  of  ^  The  Sp^ctatoi;:'  vbo  the 
otbexs  are  I  cannot  und^rUke  to  &aj  with  conr 
fideuqe,  tibougb  some  gentlemen  have  been 
meii^on^d  to  me  as,  permanentljr  employed 
on  it 

I  qug^i^  if  tfae^e  ever  ^a»  a  paper  got  up 
ytafk  gre^r  care.  This  remark  applies  to  die 
m^cbimifial  t^  well  a^  to  the  inf  ell^ctpal  depart- 
m^oASp  Mr.  Rintoul  enlorces,  on  th^  printer  the 
necessity  qf  displaying  the  best  taste  in  what  is 
technically,  called  fipacing.  Indeed,  Ui^.typo*. 
graphical  piirt  of  *The  Spectator'  is  as  scrapie-, 
lously  attendjed  to  as  i^  instead  of  a  weekly; 
newspaper,  it  were  a  book  by  an  author  whose 
^t&bliahed  reputation  was  Ukdy  to  insure  it  an. 
^tended  and  permanent  circul^on. 

<  The  Spectator '  contains  mpre  original  matter, 
tlian  any  of  its  Sunday  contemporipies.  In.  fiactj^ 
it  may  be  said  tp  be  original  from  beginning  tg 
^iidf— alwayss  of  counie,  excepting  the  adyer- 
tiseineAtSy  births^  marriageiS)  deatbsi  and  some 
of  the  other  less  prominent  features  in  the 
paper..  The  parliamentary  reports  are  entirely 
re-written:  this^  indeed,  is  manifest  from  the 
ibnn  in  which  they  are  given* 

Literature^  the  drama,  the  fine  arts,  and 
music,  are  subjects  to  which  a  considerable 
portion  of  <  The  Spectator'  is  regularly  devotecl 
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These  departiAeiits  aate  severaHy  in  tke  lumifa 
of  coin)>eteiit  persons.  In  each^  but  especbdfy 
nt  music,  '  The  Spectator'  has  always  been  eon- 
aidered  a  first-rate  authority.  Mr.  Hogardi, 
kte^  <  The  Morning  Chronicle^  as  mentiimed 
wbto  speaking  of  that  jouma],  wrote  the  mnaieal 
crifiddms  for  <The  Spectator/  before  his  en- 
gagement in  1834  with  its  daily  contemporaxy* 
I  da  hot  know  tiie  name  of  die  gentlettun  to 
viiotn  tliat  department  of  <  Tbe  Spectator'  ia 
at  presebt  confided. 

'The  BpecUkibT*  rose  into  notice  with  a  rsh 
pidity  which  has  fdw  examples.  It  was  started 
m  1837,  and  in  less,  than  twelve  taonlhs  it  tdok 
its  staikding  iA  the  first  rbak  of  liie  mMropolitan 
weekly  ^ress.  It  eeuld  scarcely  have  fiiSed  to 
riiae  ikedf  into  sUddeh  disfinction;  for,  as  I 
havb  alteady  intiniated,  it  strutic  out  an  entireljr 
ne^  tend  popalar  path  for  itfidf,  and  caidied  its 
pbaoto  into  efeet  with  q»irit  and  abUitj^.  For 
sotnis  y^ars  it  inctlrred  a  heavy  ^xpen^  in  aA- 
vwtiailig.  Its  various  laborious  and  earefdl 
attalyset,  tUs  at  different  times,  of  ooinplfeated 
matters  df  impmrtanee^  were  of  great  berricef  to 
it  Its  price  al  starting  was  ninepenoe:  in  a 
year  mr  two  after  its  establishment  the  ^9f^ 
was  «nlarged9  and  Ae  price  was  riiiled  to  one 
shilKng.  Aa  I  write,  it  is  i^gain  redneed  to 
ninepenoe. 
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<Tbe  Spectator'  was  started  by  Mr.  RiBtouIy 
ibrmerly  of  the  *  Dundee  AdTcrtiser,*  but  lat- 
terly of « The  Atlas.'  Mr.  Rintoul  was  the  fint 
editor  of  <Tbe  Atlas;"  and  it  was  after  be  had 
coBchided  a  two  year^  engagement  widi  the 
proprietors  of  that  journal,  tliat,  aasiated  by 
those  gentlemen  who  had  chiefly  supplied  *  The 
•Adas'  widi  its  leading  matter,  he  comnieiioed 
<  Hie  Spectator.*  I  am  not  sure  on  what  footing 
the  proprietorship  stood  in  the  outset  Mr.  Day, 
of  the  firm  of  Day  and  Martin,  is  said  to  have 
-been  one  of  the  proprietors ;  but  I  have  reason 
to  bdieve  that  the  principal  proprietor  ^was  the 
late  Hon.  Douglas  Kinnaird.  At  al!  events, 
that  gentleman  was  llie  chief,  if  not  the  sole 
proprietor  at  his  death,  some  three  or  four  yean 
ago.  The  paper  has  since  been  carried  on  b|^ 
his  executors.  A  great  deal  of  money  baa  been 
expended  oh  it.  I  have  heard,  indeed,  and  from 
an  authority  which  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt 
the  truth  of  the  statement,  that  so  resolved  has 
'Mr.  Rintoul  alwajrs  been  to  procure-  the  besv 
articles,  be  the  price  what  it  might,  whieh  the  in- 
teHectual  market  exhibits  for  sale^ — that  about 
AOL  are  paid  weekly  for  itd  matter  ^lone.  It 
is  a  foveiirite  mediuin  of  advertisements,  espe- 
cially with  booksetters,  and  must  now  be  a  good 
px^^erty.    Its  drculation,  it  is  truer  is  not  large 
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«-Hftothing  in  comparison  of  what  it  ought  to  be ; 
but  then  the  fact  of  its  being  fourpence  dearer 
in  price  than  newspapers  generally,  will  ensure 
it  as  lAuch  profit  on  a  circulation  of  2,500  as  its 
fivepenny  contemporaries  will  derive  from  a 
circulation  of  two  or  three  times  that  amount 
The  diculation  of  *The  Spectator'  is  steadily 
rising,  and  is  sure  to  rise  suddenly  and  to  a 
great  extent,  when  the  stamp  duties  are  entirely 
repealed. 

*The  Spectator'  is  decidedly  Liberal  in  its 
principles :  in  &ct,  it  advocates  Radical  opinions. 
But  there  is  none  of  that  coarseness  in  its 
columns  which  is  to  be  weekly  seen  in  those  of 
many  of  its  Radical  contemporaries.  'The 
Spectator'  is  fearless  in  its  attacks  on  its  oppo- 
nents; but  rarely  suffers  its  seal  to  hurry  it  into 
the  use  of  intemperate  language.  It  is  a  strictly 
independent  paper. 

The  Atlas,  as  I  have  just  mentioned,  in 
speaking  of  *  The  Spectator,'  was  started  under 
the  auspices  of  the  editor  and  leading  contribo- 
tors  to  the  latter  journal.  On  its  first  appeal^ 
anoe,  its  immense  size^  coupled  with  the  or^[iib* 
ality  of  its  plan,  created  a  sort  of  sensation  la 
the  metropolis.  It  was,  and  still  is,  one  of  the 
largestjoumalsiathekingdonL  It  started  with  a 
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.ijkrie^io.ed|or.ioxne  time;  ))uc  the  appearaooe 
,  of  ^  Tl^e  Spee^tor/  a{U»-  it  tiad  beaa  two  yem 
in  ^xidtence^  gave  it  a-f^ij^ops  Uow. 

Mr.  W14tiag,'the  pn;at^i  of  Qeaufpit  Biulfl- 
ings,  and  another  ppdnter  f>f  the  oamo  <  of 
Braastoo,  WBtt  th<B  origi99l  proprietovt  of 
<  Tlie  Atlas.'  I  beUe?^  1^.  WMtifig  Ib  n^w  the 
aole  proprietor.  Tboiigh  *  'IV  AtW  i^  fimen 
in  circulation  to  less  than  2,500»  it  is  attU  im- 
deratood  to  be  a  good  property.  It  has  a  bir 
share  of  adyertueniontSf  It  has  wpy  fejatUTes 
in  commoa  with  <The  Spectator.'  It  derotos  a 
large  part  of  its  spaoe  to  liten^titf^Oi  the  drMQa» 
ijBusic,  and  the  fine  ^rt^.  Vfitiix  all  liiepe  ^ios 
it  i3  intunatdy  pon▼^r8fUit:  its  opoiong  are 
)«ig?ly  Sooted  \jfjf  pid^Iishers  in  th^  advertise- 
jqnei^s  of  book»  which  it  ftYooroUy  ifeviews.  It 
deserves  praise  for  the  impartiality  fl  its  litenry 
-liotioes;  it  equally  disregards  the  frowns  and 
fmttes  of  publishers.  Sometiines,  fai  ^  eilttug 
4ip^  a  bodki  as  it  is  called,  its  language  would 
4ufanit  of  a  httle  more  refinensent:  it  traaa- 
-grosses  the  rules  of  courtesy.  The  cases,  hov* 
iBver,  It  is  bir  to  add,  in  which  it  does  lliiS|  are 
comparatively  few  and  far  between.  The  pap^, 
•in  every  other  respect,  ia  eonductsd  with  the 
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matt  geviHeatuiy  feeling,  as  is  ind^d  to  h^ 
expected  from  the  character  of  its  editcyr,  Mr* 
Robert  BeH 

The pofitics  of  «The  Atlas'  are  moderAtdff 
Lfl^oralf  hut  it  does  not  occupy  modi  of  itii 
tptee  hi  polidcai  disqiusitioBS  of  its  ow&.  It 
Itofl  00*  or  t#o  riiort  iMuUng  liitieles  ifi  eaek' 
mu^Tfittitlbef  fOtm  glance  &t  Aan  entl^ 
pro^ndly  ktto  ijue  tttrions  engtosOhg  politicd 
toptc»of  tiM4l«y.  Instead  dp  el^ontl^  artkdes 
of  ite  e^m,  it  gires  iw  die  ifst  {Mge/undi^  flie^ 
ge»ml  bead  of ''  The  Foliijeiiin^^  extrtu<&  ttomr 
tlt&  Itftittig  jottmalsy  including  the  m^gii^es 
aid  qiiarterl7reviewfl,.^km  both  tndAB  of  flief  qnes^ 
tina.  T1&  te  an  excellent  leature  in  <  The 
AOaS.*^ 

like  it*  C0Dtetii|>o^ary,  *  The  Specfatoi"/ 
*The  Atlas'  is  got  up  in  its  varfoiis  depatii^ 
ments  irrtfa  gteat  c«re.  .  ITie  utility  pf  a  ^Tisioii 
of  labour  is  exemplified  in  its  citee.  It  gives 
aflu^  elceHeM  epitoitae  of  the  newar  of  tbe  week ; 
attf  is  dteogether  a  readable  jonmal 

Th£  0)iSEiivEi^  were  the  priority  -of  the 
notices  of  the  vicrious  weekly  jouriiab  to  be 
negtdltted  by  the  eitient  of  ch^cubHio^  ought  U^ 
hitvo'  beetf  noticed  beibre  either  of  the  three' 
pipers  to  wliich  I  hftVe  dfaWn  the  attofition  ^ 
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WKf  readers.  Its  precise  circulrtaoii  is  not 
kaowQ,  as  the  stunps  fcnr  it  and  for  <  BelTs  life 
in  London/  are  taken  out  in  the  same  name^— -- 
Mr.  Clement  being  proprietor  of  both  papers. 
The  circulation  of  ^Hie  ObsefTer,^  howo?er» 
is  understood  to  be  very  great ;  the  united  cos 
culatioii  of  the  two  journals  is  between  18^000 
and  20,000.  <  The  Obanrver^  is  an  old  estab- 
lidied  paper;  it  was  started  upwards  of  tfair^ 
years  sinee.  It  has  a  large  and  increaaiog  riiaie 
of  advertisement^  and  is  aft  excellent  property. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  paying  papers  among 
its  weekly  contemporaiies*  It  is  distinguished 
Cor  the  ^priority  and  accuracy  of  it9  infmnatioa 
on  important  sulyects.  Jt  has  one  feature  pe- 
culiar to  itself— the  quantity  of  Saturday's  in- 
telligence it  contains.  It  has  seldpm  lees,  ofken 
more,  than  ten  or  eleven  columns.-  The  pro-. 
oeedings  in  all  the  law  coiurts  are  giyea  at  full 
length  when  they  are  interesting.  Almost  aU 
the  oth^  Sunday  papers  are  printed  and  pub- 
lished on  Saturday:  <The  Obsenrei^  does  not 
go  to  press  till  three  o'clock  on  Sunday  momii^. 
It  is  consequently  enabled  to  receive  infixrmatioa 
up  to  two  o'clock  the  same  morning:  in  some 
cases  of  great  importance  it  has  brought  its 
intelligence  down  to  the  very  late  hour  of  lour 
o'docL 
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la  the  ocmdtictiiig  ct  <The  Qbterver/  no 
expense  is  spared  It  not  only  has  an  efEectire 
eorpe  of  repcNrters  of  its  own»  constandy  em- 
ployed on  Satuiday;  but  in  order  to  induce 
ether  parties  to  send  it  any  jHOce  of  intelligenoe 
which  may  have  escaped  its  own  reporters,  or 
which  they  could  notirom  their  other  engage 
ments  attend  to, — ^it  pays  at  the  enormous  rate 
ef  throe  pence  tot  every  line  it  uses  of  such  inh 
formadon*  The  usnal  rate  of  payment  among 
the  odier  metropoUtastt  newspapers,  daily  and 
weddy,  is  three  hatf^p^see  per  Ime.  The 
eonsequenee  of  the  high  rate  of  remuneration 
given  by  <  The  Observer'  Air  intdresdng  matter, 
isy  that  reports  are  brought  to  it  from  alt 
qnartonL  It  very  rarely  indeed  happens,  that 
anytUng  of  impertaaice  whicb  occurs  on  the 
Satioday  in  the  metropolis  or  within  a  circuit 
of  many  miles  of  it,  is  missed  in  <  Hie  Observer^ 
of  the  following  momiBg.  , 

One  prominent  feature  in  'The  Observei'  is^ 
the  ^Mice  it  devotes  to  the  drama;  not  merely 
m  the  jBliape  of  criticbm  on  new  pieces,  but 
m  that  of  intelligence  about  forthcoming  novel- 
ties, the  engagements  of  popldar  actors,  their 
ssihrieSj  and  so  forth*  Its  sources  of  iitformation 
on  mattece  of  this  kind,  appear  to  be  at  once 
ampler  aeeniate^  and  peculiar. 
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lyudi  at^tfioii  to  lit0l«iiiTe:  sot  SQ  mxA  in 
tl^  ¥1^  of  l(e«gjl^aed  and  eJMKmto  oodoe^  cf 
QliKF  BuMic44if¥AB,  ^  in  tl^ev-bMNV  wd  vw^ 
lipr  of  itp^  roi^i^^^t. 
,    TbM>iH^Gftof. 'Xh0^Qb««rm^«vedMK^ 

lit^iiio0t  past  t^ecpoc^  $t9a9ii9m8iqN»carter  «C  ttia 
Jilielbouniia  A  daiiinirtiniiritwi 
It  u  qop4i^gM  wUb  mwhigeal^^ 

IKivis  ^oda  i|8  vi^  iyti^  it9  oalaouia.  H  ifta* 
C(i;eeU6iit  pap^  fois  ^m^i^  tbe*  gteateat;  aai9 
baingalfTaip  b|ken  tp^^  eso|¥de  aiQitiniig  wbiak 
€(M)d>raE|g  ^bMh  tp  ib^  obeek  of  feiotfe  bqi* 
daaty^  Ii>4M9  effjigrthkig  ia  it.  ia  pvevioiiBly 
fuunma^  oftw  rerwrittm  with  tbe  gfiiaitttit 
fipr^  both  11^  the  viaw  of  guapi^^;  agiinfft 
any  impropriely  of  expreaaipii»  wbA  uiaurkig  a 
€ioindftnii(fld  aocoraoy  in  ita  tM^mmito  o^  fil€t& 
*Ilie  Observer'  hf^sbeen  under  tbe  editoaaJ 
auperintendemoe^oC  tfa<^  same  ge^enMa  fcr  up« 
iR|ai?daof  a  qiwrter.  of  &  eentufy. 
.  BsLL'a  I,iF]|  iK  LoKDON  b^0Bg% aaafaready 
qmtiai^  tp.tba  ame  proprietor  a$  >  The  OIh 
qfusri^r/  It<  wapi  started  ifr^lSSs)  by  IktaamB^.  Fi»> 
nock  and  Maundeijb  <pa  w^etHwum  boofcneHaaa 
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|rietor^«liepopid»liMl«  <*  Citoohinn'' wbUb 
|o  by  faw  nam*;  and  th»  ktter  is  ftrcniaUgr 
kiMnra-a»  tke  coaiiiikr  vi**Mtxadmit'TtMmttf 
<A  Uao&l  KnowMge."  Thou|^  1Mb  jowMt 
took  the  tida  of  <*^  Beff*  Liik  i>  Lontei;*  dwm 
WBB  W0^  pcntD  of  A.^  tBJSkB  cl  BoD^  woepL  thfc 
yintei^inecanneBion  wiih  i^^-«l  thy  time  of  Hg 
estaUiBfaMttfe  M  took  teottMof  fi«tt  be- 
eraie  Ant  nafne  itm  popobr  at  tba^  period^ 
Mmgje  tiM  noceaB  of  «"  Beirs  JBtitiah  Tli0« 
aim,"  ^fJkrB  BvHiah  F69 W  wi  «<  BelVa 
Weekljr  Menengcr,'' 4ie.  The  oter  part  of  tb0 
Unit  ivas  adapted  by  the  prc^xdietoie  beeaaae  of 
tbe  popnlanty  of  a  work  pobKibad  at  tibd  thae 
imdee  Iba  iMuae  of  <^Pieroe  EganVIifiB  ia  Lon^ 
Sbn^"  whidi;  was  iUnatratad  hf,  a  number  cf 
huKPraiaB'  mxxkeiila  by  Robert  CsnikattaBkB^ 
mA  wfaiQh.  waa  dnaolatiaed  by  Mir.  Monoriai^  m 
mentioMd  uadev  the  bead  of  ^  Tbe  Adelpbi 
TfaealMi''  with  ertwmwiaary  auoeean  Hw  oii* 
final  featmaa  of  <  Bell^  Life  in  Londcm'  wve 
ita  d^tehea  of  Ufe*  aad  ita  ftna  and  frolic, 
mingteri  witii  deddedly  liberal  poUtiaK  Mn 
element  puvchaeed.the  pniperty  in  18^4)  and 
bjr  &  spirited  eipenditore  of  aumey^  eottpM 
with  the  eseeUent  tact  afid  great  enterpriaa  of 
Ifiv  ySEBtsmi  BewUng^  the  gendaman  to  whoai 
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Mr*  tJlement  confided  its  edkorahi^-^ihe  (9Kni1»> 
tion  was  raiBed  ia  a  shovt  time  from  mder  8^009 
tiD  abo^e  24^000  copies.  What  its  pvesentamounft 
of  circulatioii  is»  I  cannot  apeak  viih  certainty; 
but,  with  the  single  exception  of  ^  The  DLapatch,' 
it  IB  the  largest  el  any  paper,  daQy  or  weekly,  in 
the  United  KingdonL  Its  most  promineiit  h^ 
tare  is  its  Sporting  Intelligence.  The  qiuttti^ 
of  information  on  sporting  matters  wUdi  it  gives 
every  week,  is  surprising,  and  can  only  be  pn^ 
eared  At  great  expense,  by  great  industry,  and 
by  means  ai  eetabhahed  channels  of  oonununie^ 
tion  in  all  parts  of  the  empire*  Every  numbor 
oontsins  a  humorous  wood-cut^  aoconqianied 
with  an  appropriate  piece  of  poetry.  Hie^Poefa 
Comer'  also  contains  contributions,  satiiieal  and 

4 

hmkoronSf  on  pasring  events.  The  wood-ciit8» 
with  iUustxative  i&eces  of  poetry,  have  been  re- 
pttbhshed  on  &ur  detached,  sheets  of  paper,  at 
tiuceepence  each,  under  the  title,  of  '<  The  Gal- 
lery ^tf.Comiealities,^  and  have  met  with  the 
amasing  sale  of  nearly  500,000  copies* 

One  very  prominent  feature  in  *  BelPs  Uh  m 
l/mdoDt'  is  thit  of  its  being  a  general  umpm 
Aroughout  the  kingdom,  in  ail  matters  of  a 
sporting  nature^  whetiier  connected  with  chessi 
games  of  cards,  or.  the  turf;  on  aH  m^ers,  im 
sh<NrV  on  which  doubts  exist,  and  qtecolatioiia 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


di|>eiid.  I  htkte  aeen  oMrly  on^  hundnd  aa- 
smni  Id  queatioiiB  on,  topies  of  this  nature,  aiid 
emk  eMly  imi^e  the  vane^  of  infDnnation,  at 
w^  aa  the  .labour  apd,  research,  neoessaiy  to 
candqctthJB  department  o£  the  paper. 
:  <  BeE>  lile  in  Lopdpn'  is  moderately  Liberal 
IB  Us  poUiics.  It  is  not  a  party  paper:  it  takes 
its  stand  on  entiti^y  independent  ground,— occa- 
si<maQy  blanvng  the  r  Melbourne  Ministcy  far 
pacticutBr  :iiieasnt?%  th^i^  supportivg  it  in  the 
nuin;  and  giving  credit  to.  the  ConsenratiTes  in 
peculiar  cases,  though  genenilly  denoun^ixi^ 
their,  principles  sgipdipeaawes. 

I  do  not  thinly  there  is  a  jouiina}  in  the  metro* , 
polis,  published. at  the  same  prie^  whichccMft*. 
tains^so  much  matter  as  '^  Bell's  Life  is  London** 
Ita  size isa large foUi^b ^»d  the  ^rpe. is  small  and 
dese^  The  thir^ page,  ^^hidiis ex^dhiaiyely  de^ 
▼eted  ttti^portiiiag  iqtettigwc^  is  printed  in  a 
particidarly  poall  t^rpe^  ^d  contains  asmnch  mat- 
ter as  two  pages  of  some  of  its  cpntepipoTsrias. 
It  i&  an  excellent  propefiy :  there  are  only  one 
or  twa  of  the:  Sunday  ne!wspapers  which  pay 
io  wdL 

The  paper  of  largest  arculation  in  the  m 
tropoBsK  or,  indeed,  |n  the  country,  is  T 
WsEKtT  DisPAtCH«    Its  circulation,  according 
to  the  last  news|isper  returns,  e^boeeds  30,0001 
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TUfl !»  att  eBofmoufl  affiMM  of  dieiilM^^  ft 
ul  tte  More  tsaepnmg  aB  ^llie  pri^  hu  dhnqfl 
teen  hvgbei'  thoci-  tfaac  of  most  of  its  ^dOlMBpi^ 
raries.  It  haa  fatthnrto  becH  e^f^pMc«4iiii> 
penny ;  it  is  nofw,  while  I  am  mating^  roAieiA 
to*  flbtpence.  Bat  Aougli  higli«r  in  pn6A  tfaia 
tfeegeneraKty  of  l&e  jonmalsy  ithaariMftf  ( 
tabled  a  proporfieiiaMf  greater  quatftitif  < 
t^.  Ml  cfaaielnioM  aarevery  bo^  attl  beimg; 
printed  Witt  a  smdl  clbse  type,  if  eoBtidiiaft  gTMft 
quantity  df  tnatler.  Its  inunenae  atc«iati«Nl^W 
dt»  remdl  «tf  tery  great  and  peraevering  eiei^ 
tiona  on  the  part  of  tiie  propiieton  and  editnv 
conopfed  wiA  a  fibetal  expenditure  of  nioiMy. 
When  Ifr;  Harmer,  many  years  ago^  becaaae 
principal  pioprietor,  its  drculation  was  only  %tm 
dbusandl  That  gentlmian^  howefer,  imm** 
dlateljr  Ibosened  his  purse  strings^  paid  hanl* 
somely  fer  liteira^  asnstance^  advertised  tte 
concern  Aroughout  the  whole  eoimtryf  ttid^eiSk 
pibyed  erery  possible  means  to  proenue'  snbseii^ 
bei^  One  thing'  which  contributed  mash  to 
bdng  <  The  Dispatch'  into  notice  were  ihe 
portraits  it  gave  of  the  King  and  the  QaMI| 
when  th^  acceded  to  the  Grown.  .  Wflbm 
was  in  the  senith  of  his  glory  then^  and  m- 
the  poitMttf  were  well  executed^  on  steely  andk 
wore  given  graiS%  flfat  one  and  (heb  the  etlfe^* 
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to  the  purduun  of  partitnibr  ttumlMn  of  tibe 
paper,  those  pefticuJaT  numben  reached  the  un 
heard  of  and  ahnost  incredible  sale  of  iau>000 
copies  each.  This  was  followed  up  hj  a  otHUi- 
nued  system  of  advertiaing,  and  the  most  strenii 
ous  eTOrttons  otherwise^  to  raise  the  permanent 
circttlaiioQ  of  the  paper.  The  ukiiMte  result  has 
been  what  I  have  stated— « steady  einoulatidn  of 
nearly  32,000. 

The  Dispatch'  often  piiblifliied  formerlfr  an 
extra  half  sheets  not  on  a  detached  piece  of 
.paper  as  aanpplement»  buton  an  enlarged  sheet» 
without  any  additional  ebargew  It  did  this^  en 
an  aFerage^  once  every  four  weeks.  It  now 
does  so  regularly.  Its  nomeroiia  answers  to 
questions  are  most  useful  and  interesting. 
*  *  The  Dispatch' has  BOW  a  Teiy  large  share  ef 
advertisements^  Hie  increase  in  its  advertise- 
meats*  though  not  keeping  up  with  the  increase 
in  the  drculationt  hae  been  steady  since  the 
property  came  chiefly  into  Mr.  Harmer's  hands. 
One  attribute  m  'The  Dispatch,'  which  has 
largely  contributed  to  r^se  it  to  its  present  ex- 
tensive drculationy  is  the  extreme  Ifterality  and 
uncompromising  character  of  its  political  prin- 
cqplea.  It  advocates  Radicalism  in  its  purest 
fimn,  and  with  an  ^earnestness  and  fervour  which 
a^  not  to  be  exceeded.    It  never  conoeals  ita 
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sentimentB.  So  &r  indeed  from  shrinking  from  a 
free  and  fearless  expresfiion  o^them,  it  glories 
in  its  practice  of  plain  speaking.  I  have  some- 
tiroes  thought  that  it  carries  this  practice  to  ao 
extreme) — inasmuch  as  expressions  occasiouallj 
escape  it  which  are,  perhaps,  too  strong.  Its  tone, 
however,  I  think,  has  been  more  subdued  of  late, 
without  abating  one  iota  of  its  zeal  in  the  Liberal 
cause.  *  The  Dispatch'  has  attracted  attention, 
and  enlarged  the  list  of  its  subscribers,  by  its  fear- 
less attacks  on  corruption  in  its  various  strong- 
holds, whether  that  corruption  appear  in  the  con- 
duct of  individuals  or  in  that  of  bodies  of  mem 
Mr.  Smith  is  the  editor  of  *The  Dispatdi.* 
The  writer  of  the  series  of  letters  which  has  ap- 
peared in  it,  for  some  years  past,  under  the  sig- 
nature of  **  Publicola,**  is  Mr.  Williams,  for  a 
long  time  a  parliamentary  reporter  on  several 
daily  papers,  and  latterly  on  <  The  Morning  Post* 
I  have  been  told  that  Mr.  Wilfiams  is  also  the 
writer  of  the  leading  article  in  the  first  page, 
under  the  head  of  »  History  of  Politics,"  but  I 
am  n£t  sure  whether  or  not  the  statement  be 
correct.  live  guineas  have  been  mentioned 
to  me  as  the  sum  which  Mr.  Williams  receives 
weekly  fer  his  contributions  to  <  The  IKspatch  f 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  sudi  be  ihe  suol 
Mr.  Gumming^  formerly  a  writer  of  theatrical 
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articles  in  < The  Scotsman'  newspapery  hat  &r 
Bome  years  written  all  the  dramatic  nottoes  in 
'The  Dispatch.'  He  is  also  the  author  of  the 
Articles  which  occasionally  appear  under  the  sig- 
nature of  ^*  MorETiensisy''— Morayshire  in  Scot- 
land^  being  his  native  place. 

BejuTb  Weekly  Messenger  is  nett  to  ^  The 
Dispatch  '  and  <  BelFs  Life  in  London,'  in  the 
extent  of  its  circulation.  The  last  retmms  give 
it  a  circulation  of  nearly  ld)00a  copjiea.  It  is  an 
old  estaUished  paper,  and  was  at  one  time  the 
most  ei(teiisi;irely  circulated  of  any  in  tihe  00911- 
try;  It  was»  and  is  still,  chiefly  read  in  the 
country,  apd  especially  among  the  finrmers.  It 
has  always  been  the  advocate  of  their  intereat8» 
and  usually  devotes  a  large  quantity  of  its  space 
to  intelligence  of  an  agiicultural  kind.  For  a  long 
period  it  occupied  neutral  ground  on  the  scene 
of  the  political  conflict,  though  its  leaning  waa 
towards  moderate  Toryiaip ;  but  of  kte  years 
it  has  identified  itself  with  the  fortuhes  of  the 
Conservative  party.  It  is  not,  however,  violeiit. 
in  its  Toryism ;  it  is  never  abusive  towards  those 
who  differ  from  its  politics*  Its  leading  artidea 
are  characterised  by  moderation,  though  suffid- 
^ently  decided  in  its  opinions.  •  It  takes  credit  to 
itBelS,  and  it  deserves  it,  for  its  scmpulous  ex- 
xluaion  from  ite  coltunns  of  anything  whidi  would 
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hB  iitipTOper  for  the  perusal  of  females :  on  flda . 
account  tt  is  a  good  ftonily  paper.  It  contains  H 
judicbus  abridgement  of  Ae  news  of  the  week. 
One  of  its  more  prominent  features  is  iSbe  space  k 
devotes  to  pofice  intelligence.  Usually  a  whole 
page — and  its  pages  are  larger  tban  those  of  anjof 
its  weekly  contemporaries— is  occupied  with  die 
reports  of  llie  proceedings  at  the  police  olBced. 

<  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger'  has,  hr  Amie  tSmb 
pasty  paid  considerable  attention  to  literature. 
Its  reviews  of  books  are  not  elaborate  or  lengilr- 
ened;  ibey  are  brief  and  numerous,  there  beh^ 
sometimes  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  in  one  numbish 

Mr.  Bell,  lately  deceasied  I  beliere,  the  ptxH 
-prietor  of  *  BAYs  Standard  Edition  of  the  British 
Pbets,'  8cc  established  <The  Weekly  Messcftiger* 
upwards  of  thirty  years  ago.  Hie  same  gendm 
tnan  also  established  a  Ladies^  Magazine  undlr 
the  title  of  «<La  BeHe  Assemblee,"  which  wlni 
amazingly  successful  far  a  long  time,  and  is  so 
still  to  a  certain  extent  <  The  Messenger '  ib 
'  understood  to  be  in  the  hands  of  his  executory. 
Very  little,  however,  Is  known  rej^tfding  its 
private  matters.  I  have  heard  the  name  of  the 
gentleman  said  to  be  the  editor,  but  I  do  Mt 
mention  it^  as  I  am  not  at  all  confident  of  Vtm 
tccnracy  of  my  information. 

The  paper,  as  I  have  already  sMed,  h  hrgB 
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in  ils  dun^vions.  It  contabs  eigbt  pag«8»  eaob. 
consistbg  of  fiv^  broad  coliunns,  and  henjg, 
nearly  aa  large  as  <The  Globe'  or  « Courier' 
]iewiqiaper&  Its  matter,  however,  is  somewhat- 
open ;  still  it  gives  a  large  quantity  for  the 
price,— which  19  sixpence.  Its  advertisements, 
^1)8  not,  numerous ;  but  it  is  a  good  property, 
owus^  to  the  extent  of  its  circulation. .  About 
tiwee  years  since  <The  Farmer'a  Journal,'  aii 
qldestabMshed,  and  once  popular  journal,  but 
whose  cirailatioq  had  dwindled  down  to  about 
l,QQa,— was  incorporated  with  *  Bell*s  Weekly 
Moiieiiger/ 

Il>ere  i$  another  weekly  p^wr,  making  four 
in  alli  which  lakes  the  prefix  of  'Bell,'  I.aJ* 
hide  to  B«i.L*s  New  Wkskly  Mes«ei«oeiu  It 
was.  set  np  in  opposition  to  *Tha  Old  Bell's 
Weekly  Messenger,'  by  arelati(m— I  have  heaml 
it  said  a  8on*-(tf  the  li^  Mr.  Bell,  the  propri- 
etor cii  the  laltor  jounwiL  It  has  a  gpod  circu- 
lation^ beiiig  considerably  above  5»060.  It  has 
not  yet.  got  into  a  large  advertising  connexion, 
but  win  probably  do  so  in  die  course  of  a  Kttle 
tiBie^  It  is  only  ^  young  jopma],^  bemgesta^ 
blidiad  no  Isrther  badk  than  1832.  It  is 
poUUhed  at  the  same  pricey  si^^p^nc^  as 
its.  rival  and  msu^sajce*  It^  form^  bowev«n 
diffimnt..  It  is  swietfaing  of  the  balf? 
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folio  haIf*quarto  form.  It  contains  sixteen  pages, 
and  four  columns  on  each  page,  making  sixtj- 
four  columns  in  all — a  greater  number,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  than  aily  other  newspaper  in  the 
world  contains* 

The  politics  of  *  Bell's  New  Weekly  Messen- 
ger* are  decidedly  LiberaL  They  verge,  indeed, 
on  extreme  Radicalism.    Hence  it  is  popular 
among  those  hol^g  that  dass  of  principles.  Its 
leading  articles  are  more  remarkable  for  the 
tone  of  good  sense  which  pervades  them,  than 
for  anything  brilliant  in  conception  or.  vigorous 
in  expression.      It  has    on  several  oocadons 
brought  itself  into  notice  by  its  bold  exposure 
of  cases  of  individual  corruption,  as  well  of  Ae 
jobbing  or  misconduct  of  bodies  of  persons.    It 
devotes  a  great  proportion  of  its  space  to  reviews 
of  new  publications,  which  are  always  vrntten 
with  an  evident  desire  to  be  courteous  and  im- 
partial    It  very  properly  accompanies  the  e^- 
|)re8sion  of  any  opinion  of  its  own,  for  or  against 
a  book,  by  one  or  more  extracts ;  so  that  the 
public  may  themselves  decide  whether  or  not 
the  praise  or  cepsure  has  been  justly  awarded. 
Hie  only  justification  of  othet  journals  not  acting 
on  the  same  principle,  especially  where  tlie  book 
is  severely  condemned,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
oomparativtely  Ihnited  space  of  most  of  them. 
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[Bell's  New  Weekly  MeBsenger'  devotes  a 

i  deal  of  attention  to  the  drama.    Who  the 

of  the  theatrical  notices  is,  I  know  not; 

he  is  one  who  is  clearly  in  the  habit  of 

a  good  deal  amongst  the  professors  of 

)  ]u8txionic  art    It  is  no  less  evident  that  he 

U  good  judge  of  dramatic  pieces. 

'  Bell's  New  Weekly  Messenger'  occasionally 

"'.;  displays  a  great  deal  of  spirit  in  its  anxiety  to 

'  ^^sriDg  its  claims  before  the  public*    It  has  in 

aeveral  cases  gone  to  considerable  expense  in 

^^etting  wood  engravings,  bearing  on  some  sub- 

'^  ^ect  (v  event  in  which  the  public  felt  a  deep  ix^ 

'  terest  at  the  time«    At  the  end  of  last  year  it 

\_  gave,  in  addition  to  the  usual  variety  of  matter^ 

'^  the  most  interesting  portions  of  the  three  lead^ 

^  .mg  almanacks.    Its  enterprise  was  on  that  oe- 

''  easion  rewarded  by  an  extra  sale   of  about 

-  20,000,  making  the  entire  impression  of  that; 

number  above  25,000. 

The  Sunday -Times  is  one  of  the  best  known 
of  the  weekly  papers.  It  was  established  in 
1822,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Whittle  Harvey,  the  mem*- 
ber  for  Southwark.  A  great  deal  of  money  was 
expended  in  bringing  it  fairly  before  the  public 
Its  exertions,  for  some  years,  to  commend  itself  to 
tbe  country,  were  as  unintermitting  as  they  were 
great.    It  met  with  its  rewrad  iu  a  very  large 
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circidation',  and  in  the  influx  of  A  great  many 
advertisements.  Mr.  Harvey,  some  years  after 
its  establisbmenl^  disposed  of  his  interest  in  it 
for  a  very  considerabte  sum.  Between  the 
money  paid  down,  and  tlie  annuity  which  Mr. 
Harvey  received  for  some  yearSi  the  pnrclase 
money  was  conside^d  equal  to  14,000^.  Mi 
Valpy,  Ae  extensive  publisher  of  Red  Licm 
Court,  Flec^t-street,  was  the  purchaser,  and  he 
retained  the  property  for  four  years.  Mt. 
CSarkson  conducted  it  during  the  time  it  was 
in  Mr.  Valpy*s  hands.  At  the  end  of  four 
years,- Mr,  Colbnm,  the  enterprising  publisher 
of  Great  Marlborough-street^  purchased  a  ma- 
jority of  shares  from  Mr.  Valpy,  and  Mr»  Gaspy 
was  appointed  editor  in  the  room  of  IMr.  Qark- 
son.  Mr.  Gaspy  had  been  previously  favour- 
ably known  as  a  literary  gentleman.  From 
beuig  editor  of  <  The  Sunday  Times,'  he 
eventually  became  part  proprietor;  but  still  con- 
tintied  to  discbarge  the  editorial  functions  as 
fc^rmerly. .  Under  his  management  *  Tlie  Sun- 
day Times'  steered  a  somewhat  middle  course 
between  the  Tories  and  Liberals.  It  rarely  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  on  any  great  subject  of  po- 
fitical  influence  one  way  or  other;  but  when  it 
£d,  tiho  leaning  obviously  was  towards  the  Liberal 
ode.'    The  leading  articles  were  written  cor« 
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xacllj  eiiii^f^  bat  they  weue  defidrat  in  energya 
aad^ooiiMqueiitijeiettad  IkUe  or  ao  attontim. 
Mr.  Qa0pjr»  however^  ihowed  good  jnclgBMOfc 
m  his  sd^cftions  of  aiatter*  *Tlie  Sunday 
TIimb/  usdor  his  sMOu^ioneiiti  was  as  veadabla 
a  pqier  as  one  could  have  wiAed  Tbei«  was» 
too^  somsdiing  altradiTe  in  ifeS'TBiy  appoaraaoOi 
Mr.  Gaspy's  connexion  with  it,  both  as  pio* 
prietor  aul  editor*  ceafloA  early  in  1835.  Who 
the  new  proprietor  are^ftr  I  laMJfinifaiHi  then 
sse  several  of  tlMtt-- I  bare  nol  hesid.  Mi 
Derbyrian^  at  that  thiier  ai  reporter  oH  ^  The 
Morniag  Chrowde»'  aad  seoM  .years  siaei 
editor  of  ^  The  Comer'  fat  a  few  mouthy  was 
diosen  one  of  the  editoni^-^t  sub^tor  I  be- 
fiere-on  Mr.  Gaspy  quittulff  the  paper.  Who 
the  other  gendeoMnJsr  I  have  not  the  mesns  of 
knowing.  Mr.  Derbyshire  did  not  long  con* 
tinue  his  connexieB  wilth  <  The  Sunday  Times.' 
He  quitted  Ais  country  in  the  end  of  last  yesr, 
er  the  beghining  of  the  piesent,  for  Madrid, 
where  he  now  is  as  the  regdar  correspondent 
of  « Tlie  Mdming  Chronicle.* 

Under  the  new  editorship,  <The  Sunday 
limes'  has  taken  an  actiTO  part  in  polities.  It 
is  thoroughly  Liberal  in  its  opinions)  and  adro* 
them  with  great  seaL    The  chief  £nilt  of 
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Its  leading  articlesy  is  Ae  too  frequeirt  va%  of 
fthert  quotations,  mostly  from  our  popular  poets. 
These^  if  appropriate  and  sparingly  used,  gire 
lauch  of  liveliness  and  eiect  to  an  aitide; 
but  if  tbey  are  pressed  too  liberally  into  die 
writer's  sorice^  they  only  weaken  the  irapiie»- 
sion  his  own  obserrations  are  calculated  to 
produce. 

This  is  die  only  essential  alteration  made  in 
the  mode  of  oonductbg  <  Hie  Stmday  ISmes.' 
The  other  attractive  features  wUich  ortginaUy 
gained  it  its  great  pcyptthurity,  are  still  retained 
It  is  still  as  readable  a  paper  as  one  could  wish 
to  see.  It  gives  brief  literary  notices.  Here  it 
has  improved  on  what  it  formerfy  was;  feriti 
reviews,  if  so  they  might  be  called,  then  only  o(»- 
sisted  of  six  or  seven  lines ;  and  it  was  but  seldom 
any  definite  opinion  of  the  book  was  ezpreeaed 
ei&er  way.  Now,  its  literary  notices,  dKWgfa 
still  briei^  are  deserving  the  name  of  notioest 
and  do  convey  to  the  read^  what  the  reviewer 
thinks  of  the  work  to  which  he  is  referring; 
Occasionally,  the  ojnnioir  expressed  is  accom- 
panied by  one  or  two  extracts,  varying  in  Ijcngtfa 
from  an  eighth  to  a  fourth,  or  third,  of  a  column. 
<  The  Sunday  Hmes'  has  always  been  consi- 
dered an  excellent  paper  for  theatricri  inial- 
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Kgenoe:  it  is  bo  stilL    It  pvea,  oocarionally,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  Saturday's  Dews,  when 


The  most  spirited  exertions  continue  to  be 
made  by  tiie  proprietors  to  merit  public  patroit- 
age.  It  often  publishes  an  entire  double  sheet* — 
without  making  any  extra  chaige  to  the  pub* 
lie  It  gires  in  these  double  sheets  abstracts 
of  ifflportant  billsy  and  sometimes  the  bills  them- 
selresy  lengthened  reports  of  interesting  debates 
in  Fariiament,  or  such  other  matter  as  may  be 
deemed  most  important  at  the  time.  Every 
year,  tot  some  time  past,  it  has  given  in  its 
double  sheets  a  vast  mass  of  tniormation  gleaned 
from  the  ahnanacka  It  gives,  too^  as  occasion 
is  supposed  to  require^  expensive  wood^cuts. 
Itswood^cut  representation  of  the  destruction 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  fire^  in  1834, 
procured  it  an  immense  extra  sale  of  the  num* 
her  in  which  the  engravings  appeared. 

Almost  every  week  tiie  dead  walls  of  the  me- 
tropolis are  posted  with  announoements  in  what 
Dominie  Sampson  would  have  called  <<  pro- 
digiously" large  letters,  of  the  leading  matter 
which  tiie  forthcoming  number  is  to  contain ; 

*  Since  this  waa  written  the  stamp-duties  have  been 
repealed,  and '  The  t9vaday  Times '  regularly  publishes 
a  double  sheet  at  sixpence. 
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and  a  hoet  of  men  are  employed  <m  Friday  ana 
Saturday  to  parade  the  streeta,  witbt  a  board  on 
their  shoulders,  containing^  on  both  Bideib  tba 
aamt  adTertiaemmt  Towards  efemng  these 
trpopa  meet  in  the  front  ^  the  office,  wheve 
they  stand  for  an  hour  or  two,  hamig  all  ibe 
.appearance  of  a  little  anny,  with  their  reapee- 
tive  boards  on  their  sbonldess.  The  thing  has 
a  remarkaUjr  fine  efict  to  the  ey^ :  it  ougiit 
to  htfve  an  equally  good  effaei  in  the  w«y 
43S  inducing  the  pasBe»4iy  to  purohaae  llie 
papdr. 

«  The  Sunday  Times'  is  still  a  good  propecty, 
though  it  has  shared  to  aome  patent  in  the  go* 
neral  adversities  of  the  waeU^  psees.  Its  cir- 
culadon  was  some  years  agp  about  8^000 :  now 
it  is  somewhere  about  $,000.  It  still,  howoMr^ 
retains  a  large  share  of  wellrpsid  adYertisemeats. 
I  should  thinly  the  sa]%  toswttstha/reiiusrsaaed 
of  late. 

Perhsps  sm)  pap^  ev^r  n^  audi  sudden  and 
complete  success^  as  The  Joa»  Boi^u  By  the 
time  it  was  two  montbs  m  eustene^  it  was  an 
excelleiU;  paying  properly*  It  was  started  with 
funds  furnished  by  the  liverpodi  goverament, 
in  1820, — ^immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
trial  of  Queen  Caroline ;  and  it  wias  got  up  tor 
the  avowed  purpose  of  asspiting  her  in  every 
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ponible  form.  Its  very  lint  iiiimber  showed 
die  Animus  of  the  cooductors  towards  that  un- 
hippy  Prineess.  Anything  more  Tirulenay 
and  coarsdy  abusitey  was  never  before  seen  m 
the  dohxtOBB  oi  a  newspaper.  So  great  was  the 
disgust  which  these  attacks  on  Queen  Caroline 
exdted  in  the  pnbUc  mind,  tiiat  the  newsmen, 
who  are  generally  pretty  exempt  from  strong 
poEtieal  feeling,  burnt  the  paper,  in  dozens,  in 
the  streets.  This  was  just  playing,  unconsd* 
ously,  into  Ae  hands  of  the  originators  of  the 
paper :  it  gare  it  notoriety,  which  was  the  thing ' 
they  sought  to  obtain.  The  enemies  of  Caro* 
Kne,  who  were  numerous  among  the  higher 
eiasses,  immediately  rallied  round  the  pro- 
prietors and  conductors  of  'The  John  BuU,' 
whom  they  regarded  as  martjrrs  to  their  sealous 
opposition  to  one  they  held  to  be  a  most  profli* 
gate  woman.  Orders  for  the  paper  poured  in 
from  the  aristocracy  in  town  and  country,  and 
large  donations  of  money  were  given  to  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  the  undertaking.  Tlie  conse- 
quence was,  the  thing  was  fairly  established  at 
once ;  and  the  proprietors,  seeing  the  hit  they 
had  made,  took  care  to  turn  their  discoteiy  to 
the  best  advantage.  They  grew,  if  posmble, 
more  reckless  week  after  week  in  their  attacks 
on  the  Queen ;  and  speedily  bethought  thenn 
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ftelvee  of  Tilifying  all  those  persons  of  distin^ 
tion,  male  and  female,  who  had  espoused  her 
cause*  This,  as  was  to  have  been  expeeted,  not 
only  gave  additional  sadsGsustion  to  their  earlier 
supporters,  but  procured  them  a  host  of  neiw 
patrons.  In  short;  in  Kttle  more  than  twdre 
months,  <  The  John  Bull'  attained  a  cticukrtion 
not  much  short  of  10,000*  Thus,  fin<fing  die 
tnside  of  libelling  so  profitable,  they  went  on  iin* 
proving  as  they  proceeded.  It  mattered  not  to 
the  prindpal  parties  that  the  two  or  ihree  men 

'  of  straw, — U&e  printers  of  the  paper  who  were  put 
forward  as  the  proprietors,  ^^were  proceeded 
agtunst  by  the  injured  party,  fimnd  guilty,  and 
sent  to  prison:  so  fiur  from  being  disadvui- 
tageous  to  the  paper,  it  brought  it  stiU  for* 
ther  into  notice;  and  the  trade  of  libelfing 
grew  more  flourishing  than  ^er»  Indeed,  to 
8uch  an  extent  <fid  *  The  John  Bull,'  in  its 
earlier  days,  carry  this  system  of  libellio^  that 
a  great  many  read  it  for  the  very  purpose  of 
seeing  whether  they  themselves  were  smgled 
out  for  its  vilification  or  not 

Queen  Caroline,  however,  did  not  Uve  long 

^  after  its  establishment ;  and  with  her  death  the 
intensity  of  the  interest  which  ha3*been  felt  in 
her  case  naturally  subsided*  In  the  coima 
therefore  of  a  year  or  two  ali»r  her  death,  ^  Tho 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


WEEELT  PARB&  151 

John  Bull^  began  to  decline,  m  ciTculation, 
vhich  it  has  been  regularly  doing  ever  since. 
-Ab,  however,  great  literary  talent  had  by  this 
time  been  embarked  in  i1^  and  as  it  became  the 
most  zealous  Sunday  champion  of  CSiurch  and 
State,  and  the  most  violent  opponent  of  the 
Reformers  as  a  body, — ^its  decrease  in  circulation 
was,  for  a  considerable  period,  only  gradual 
Erentually  it  procured  a  good  advertising  con- 
nexion, which  still  continues  with  it,  though  the 
drculation  is  now  reduced  to  less  than  4,500. 

*  The  John  Bull '  is  now,  and  has  been  fot 
some  years,  in  the  hands  of  very  different  par- 
ties from  those  with  whom  it  originated.  It  is 
still  the  inveterate  opponent  of  Reform  and  Re- 
formers, and  the  uncompromising  advocate  of 
Church  and  State,  with  all  the  blemishes  and 
abuses  which  the  Conservatives  genehdly  ad- 
mit to  be  mixed  up  with  the  Constitution ;  but 
it  does  not  now  indulge  in  slander  at  the  ex- 
pense of  private  character.  It  displajrs  occa- . 
nonally  great  asperity  of  spirit;  but  it  deals 
only  with  tiie  public  conduct  of  public  men. 

I  am  not  aware  who  are  the  proprietors.  Mr. 
Theodore  Hook  is  generally  understood  to  be 
the  editor.  Mir.  Mudford  was  a  short  time  ago 
in  the  habit  of  regularly  contributing  to  it:  wh^ 
tfier  or  not  he  be  so  now,  I  cannot  USL     llh 


itized  by  Google 


lis  THE  MBWIPAnB 

Croker  k  tJao  suppoff^d  to  be  ft  Texy  exten- 
sive coBtra^utor.  It  imdoubtedlT  emoes  aiiicb 
talent  in  its  leading  articks. 

t  is  cme  of  the  smaUest-sixed  papers  in  Lon- 
don, mi  as  a  large  portion  of  its  apaceia  occupied 
with  adveitiaementfl,  it  does  not  contain  much 
news.  Indeed  it  ia  chiefly  read  for  ita  leacyqg 
airticle%  which  usually  ocxsupy  from  a  page  and 
a  half  to  two  pages. 

The  readers  of  <  The  John  Bull'  are  chiefly 
:ameog  the  clergy.  It  is  supposed,  indeed^ 
^t  more  than  one  half  of  its  subacribers  are 
of  that  hoify.  It  pays  particular  attention  to 
that  sort  of  intelligenoe  which  ia  moat  inteiF- 
estmg  io  them.  Its  information  in  ecclesias- 
tical iuatters  is  much  more  copious  than  that  of 
any  of  its  conten^raries.  It  is  a  good  prop»- 
ty,  as  it  is  got  up  at  comparadvely  little  ex- 


Th£  Aoe  has  proYcd  a  formidable  rival  to 
^  The  John  BulL'  Hie  former  journal  was  es- 
tablished in  the  year  1819.  It  struck  out  aa 
entirely  new  path  for  itseli  Not  only  was  the 
whole  of  its  matter  original^  as  it  still  ia;  'but 
there  was  in  its  articles  and  paragraphs  a  wit 
and  piquancy  mingled  with  the  peraoDaUtieB 
which  characterized  t];iem,  that  the  paper  aoon 
aMgpacted .  attention.    It  started  on  Tory  princi^ 
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pIflB.  Itavimed  AemostdefoteialfeaebBeatto 
the  King  and  the  Coutitalioii — ^to  ibe  Qiurch 
and  State.    Its  prindplea,  in  odnerwards,  voe 
predeely  the  aene  as  tihN>ae<if  <  Tlbe  John  BoU;' 
and  hence  the  injury  it  haa  done  to  that  jomw 
aal    The  nomber  of  proaecatioiia  lor  lifoel  to 
whidi  *The  Age'  waa  eithjeeted  goon  after  ita 
Goatunencement^   contributed  greadj  to  brk^ 
it  into  BOtiee*    After  hmaig  aome  iiae  cr  aix 
years  n  tiie  handa  of  IJhe  partiea  ^o  eetofaliab- 
ed  it,  itwaa  lionght  hy  Mr.  Weatmaoete  for  a 
anuffl  mau    The  if  tnnber  ef  {yreaeontieni  inalfc- 
tat^  againat  it»  and  on  almeat  tf  ef  whidi  ve»> 
dictB  were  obtained  by  the  pbm^  — aubjecfted  it 
to  audi  an  enonnona  expense  aa  4o  reduce  ito 
proftta,  notwithatandhig  Ita  great  eiroulatiion,  to 
a  mere  trifle.    Hiat  waa  the  reaaen  why  Mr. 
'Westmacott  got  tiie  copyright  for  a  amall  aum : 
that  auiti,  howerer,  I  do  not  now  recc^Hect  Mr. 
Westmacott,    by  the  apirit  which  ke  infiiaed 
into  it  after  it  had  been  a  short  tune  in  his  poa- 
aesaion,  brought  *  The  Age  '  still  more  extent 
airely  mto  notice,  and  greatly  increaeed  its  cir- 
culation.   An  increase  in  the  number  of  adver* 
tisements  fonowed.    For  some  years  it  has  been 
a  most  profitable  concern.    I  hare  rpaaon  to  be- 
lieve that,  in  18d8>  Mr.  Westmacott  derived 
nearly  4^000/.  clear  prcfita  from  it    He  ia  still, 
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80  fior  as  I  can  learn,  the  sole  proprietor,  Aoog^ 
I  imderstaxid,  he  has  been  ibr  the  last  three 
years  wiling  to  diapoee  of  the  half  of  the  poro- 
perty,  oonld  he  get  a  partner  and  a  priee  to  his 
Bund. 

If  the  infarmation  oonununieated  to  me  be 
eorrect — and  the  quarter  whence  it  comes  kaMe 
me  no  room  to  doubt  its  bemg  so^^theie  aie 
four  literary  gentlemen  who  regularly*  as  editon^ 
assist  Mr.  Westmacott  in  the  management  off 
^TheAge.'  Dt.  Maginn  is  one  of  these:  what 
die  names  of  the  odber  three  are^  I  do  not  know. 
Dr.  Mag^nn  is  understood  to  fdmisli  one  or 
more  of  the  leading  articles  every  weeL  Mr. 
Westmacott^  however,  reserves  to  fainiself  the 
sole  right  of  inserting  and  exduding  matter: 
nothing  of  any  importance  can  find  its  way  into 
the  columns  ci  <  The  Age'  without  his  concur- 
rence. He  takes  an  active  share  also  in  nm- 
napng  the  business  dq>artment  of  the  paper. 
For  this  purpose,  though  he  lives  seven  orngfat 
miles  out  of  town,  he  is  constantly  to  be  seen, 
during  certain  hours  of  the  day,  at  the  office. 

The  circulation  of  ^  The  Age^  was  one  time 
between  Q,500  and  d,000.  The  last  newspaper 
returns  ^ve  it  a  circulation  of  7,250.  The  op- 
position given  to  it  by  <  The  Satiristt'  which, 
though  differing  in  pofitics^  is  conducted  on  the 
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I  plan  and  in  the  same  sfint,  is  supposed  to 
be  the  principal  cause  of  tli^e  reduced  drcula- 
tion. 

*  The  Age'  has  steered  pretty  dear  of  Kbels 
of  late,  and  as  firom  the  smallness  of  its  sise 
the  expenses  of  (be  mechanical  labour  cannot 
be  great,  it  nmet,  with  its  large  circulation  and 
the  great  number  of  advertisements  which  find 
their,  way  into  its  columns, — be  still  an  excel- 
lent property.  It  is  chiefly  read  by  the  Tory 
^mtoer^cf*    In  the  clubs  it  is  also  in  great  ny* 

Thb  Satibist  was  started  in  1881.  Various 
parties  have  been  named  as  the  originators ;  but 
nothing  certain  is  juiown  ather  of  them  or  of 
those  in  whose  hands  it  is  at  present  Its  plai^ 
,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  the  same  as  that 
of  *  The  Age^'  though  its  politics  are  the  very 
antipodes  of  those  of  its  rivaL  It  isfiill  of  per- 
•onalities^  but  there  is  generally  something  so 
^musing,  blended  with  good-nature  in  the 
manner  in  which  its  paragraphs  are  written, 
that  even  those  parties  at  whose  expense  the 
laugh  is  raised,  can  hardly  be  angry  with  it 
Indeed  it  is  clear  on  the  &ce  of  the  paragraphs 
themselves,  that  the  writers  have  no  private  ma* 
Ugnity  to  gratify;  but  merely  seek  to  amuse 
their  readers  by  seizing  on'  anything  ludicrous  in 
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the  dhsamct^r  or  coasdacl  of  tiie  piortieB  retafTed 
to;  or,  where  tiodiitig  ludiorous  esists  ready  made 
to  their  hands,  conyeniently  aaBiiming  its  exist-' 
once.  Its  witticisms  are  often  good ;  some  of  its 
puns  possess  great  point  Its  eolumns  alwajB 
famish  materials  for  a  hearty  laugh. 

<  The  Satirist^  is  a  thoronj^igcmig  Liberal  m 
its  polities.  Tet  it  spares  not  ito  political  ftiends 
any  more  than  its  foes.  In  its  satire  it  is  per* 
feetly  impartiaL  Lord  Melbourne  can  speak  to 
this  point;  so  can  Dr.  Wade;»  Mr.  FergUB 
CyConnor,  Mr.  Savage,  and  the  leader%  of  ttto 
whole  fratemi^.  of  Radicals.  It  apptes  to 
hare  esculent  means  of  inAfnotiation  as  to  wkit 
is  gomg  on  among  tiie  tipper  dasses  of  soeiety  : 
onrious  disdosurea^  by  means  of  what  are  caOed 
<*  broad  hints,*  are  often  made  in  its  cdamiis 
before  the  public  mind  has  been  awakened  to 
even  the  slightest  suspicion  on  the  subject. 
An  instance  was  afibrded  in  the  case  of  Lorti 
Melbourne  and  the  Honourable  IMfra.  Ncn-fOD. 
For  more  than  two  years  befdre  a  whisper  was 
heard  in  any  quarter — ^keeping  out  of  view,  of 
course,  the  private  Mends  of  the  parties— of  the 
supposed  improper  intimacy  that  existed  between 
the  Prime  Afinister  and  the  authoress  of  "  The 
Wife,'* — was  the  circumstance  alluded  to>  times 
without  number,  in  <llie  Satirist' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


wuKtY  p^nub  167 

<ne  Satiric'  like  <The  Jobn  BuU'  and 
'The  Age^'  soon  rose  into  a  laige  eircukdon. 
The  nuBil^r  of  actions  brought  agunst  it  for 
Kbels,  contributed  largely,  in  its  t^se  also^  as  in 
those  of  its  two  contemporaries  just  named, — to 
bring  it  before  the  public  It  has  a  good 
number  of  advertisements  and  an  extensiTO  aX" 
"culation.  It  appears  by  the  last  newspaper  re- 
turns  to  have  a  weekly  sale  of  nearly  4»500. 
Aa^  it  is  understood  to  be  steadily  rising  in 
eucculation*   . 

Thx  N£ws  is  an  old  established  paper.  It 
was  started  in  1805  by  Messrs.  John  and  Leigb 
Hunt  The  latter  first  brought  himself  into  no- 
tioe as  atheatrical  critic  in  <The  News.'  The 
late  Mr.  Phipps,  soon  after  its  establishment,  be- 
^  came  the  psoprietor  and  editor,  and  continued 
so  tiB  his  deatfa,  eome  eighteen  or  twenty  months 
sioce.  Until  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years^ 
<  The  News*  never  admitted  advertisenients  into 
ilsocduBina.  B«t  as  the  price  was,  until  two  yean 
tsph  eightpenne  haH^panny,  die  type  used  larger 
the  qiatter  open,  and  the  circuUtion  exten* 
sive,  it  waa  a  very  lucrative  property.  Mr. 
lUppa  acquired  a  handsome  independency  by 
it  Its  circulation  tar  very  many  years  £ur  ex- 
ceeded thatt>f  any  of  its  contemporaries,  weekly 
or  daily.    It  vacillated  for  some  years  between 
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20,000  and  25,000  copies.  ^  O  what  a  ftOiiig 
off  is  here  !"  Its  circulation  now  does  not  mudi 
exceed,  if  indeed  it  exceeds  at  all,  %500. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Fhipps's  deaA,  *  Hie  News' 
was  sold  to  the  present  proprietor.    The  price 
asked  for  the  copyright  and  the  printing  mate- 
rials was  1,000/. ;    but   I  have"  no  doubt  a 
much  smaller  sum  was  accepted.    The  paper 
has  been  much  enlarged,  and  great  exertxonB 
have  been  made  to  extend  its  drculadon.    Hie 
success,  however,  has  by  no  means  corresponded 
with  the  ^orts  made  and  the  expense  incurred. 
Its  advertisements  are  not  nxunerous,  and  they 
are  not  of  that  class  which  pays  best.    They  are 
chiefly  procured  after  a  good  hard  canvass  on  fhe 
part  of  an  agent  employed  to  collect  them.    In 
the  hope  of  attracting  attention,  it  hmiy  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year,  published  a  series  of 
medallion  portraits,  accompanied  with  memoirs^ 
of  celebrated  persons.  It  deserves  better  soeoess 
than  it  has  met  with.    The  leading  arlades  are 
written  with  spirit;  and  the  selection  of  news  is 
good ;  but  the  beneficial  effect  which  die  otlieir 
meritorious  qualities  of  the  paper  are  calcidated 
to.  produce,  has  been  neutralised  by  the  spirit  in 
which  the  reviews  were  written  for  some  time 
after  the  property  came  into  the  hands  of  tfie 
present  proprietor.    All  the  conventional  cour- 
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tenes  of  language  were  Tiokted  when  epeeking 
of  an  sathor  who  had  the  nnafovtiuie  to  inewr 
the  displeasure  of  the  leviewer,  ^  Blockhead,** 
M  ass,"  **  duneey**  and  other  epUbets,  equally 
coarse  and  abudTe,  were  liberally  applied  to  the 
author  whose  book  was  oondemned.  Not  only 
did  this  mode  of  reviewing  off^od  read^B  of  re- 
fined tiiate,  bat  it  caused  authors  and  publishers 
to  withhold  their  advertiMinfliits  firom  the  paper. 
Cut  up  a  book  by  all  means  when  it  deserves  it, 
but  let  ii  be  done  in  t9Hiperate  and  gentlemanly 
language.  A  refined  seventy  vill  he  more  sen^ 
sibly  felt  hf  an  author  thim  the  <9omsest  abuse; 
while  it  will  not  offend  the  tttle  of  the  reader. 
In  the  case  of  the  literary  notioee  of  <  The 
NeivB,'  there  was  this  otb»  awkward  ciroum- 
stanee-— 4hat  the  reviewer  had  the  misfortune  of 
not  only  almost  always  diffMng  fan  his  contem- 
poraiies  in  the  opinion  exprMsed  of  the  book 
reviewed,  but  its  Bucoess  was  sure  to  demonstnite 
the  unsoundness  of  the  judgment  given.  If  a 
book  was  liberally  abused  in  <  Tlie  News,'  and 
handed  over  to  the  trunk^maker,  Ihere  was  evexy 
probability  of  an  eiilensive  sale s  if  agreat  and 
perman^it  popularity  was  predfeted^  the  author 
had  reason  to  trembie  tor  the  nesult — tibe  odds 
were  mfinitely  in  favour  of  hir  work  immediately 
beeoming  to  ^  dumb  fiHrgethlneBa  a  prey." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ItO  THX 

]>t  H  be  dbtiaedy  «ndei8to«d  toat  mj  oilier 
titioiis  ap^y  t»  ibe review depcitaieDt  of  'Tlw 
NewBy'  as  eoaducted  fiwsome  montfis  bafcre  the 
end  of  1835|  and  for  the  first  four  or  five  mootiw 
of  the  present  year.  Ouriag  diat  period  I  was 
in  die  habit  ^  reading  that  journal  pretty  regu- 
larly: sinoeAen  I  have  not  so  often  seen  it;  and 
dierefore  cannot  say  whether  or  not  the  litersry 
notaoes  mrt  styi  wriUen  m  the  same  spnit 

<  The  News'  iden«ifies  itself  widi  die  most 
diom«UyL]befalp^flie&  It  is  «m1  always  has 
beenRadicaL  The  praprietsr, «s  abendy intn 
mated,  has  marie  meet  spirited  enerdons  to  make 
the  paper  desortrnig  tf  patroDige;  k  is  to  be 
hoped  they  win  yet  1>e  orowned  widi  sueoeis. 

Thb  Wbsklt  True  Son  is  get  up  from 
^TheThie  Smi^^sMnitf  fMq^*  Itwaaesta- 
^fished  in  I8n»  and  for  a  oonsidenUetime  was 
under  tfiffesesft  management  from  that  ^ef  its 
da9y  namesake  and  rektien.  By  Aii  of  acd^ 
eanvasrfng  through  town  and  oeuwtiy,  con- 
joined widi  its  mmsuiAy  large  siee  and  the 
miedmid  attuinng  nature  of  its  csnientB,  it  was 
speedBy  rafeed  to  a  large  ciroalation-^4o  neariy 
S,MO  copies.  It  HA  not,  however«  long  rstam 
its  hoM  on  ^dft  public  mind.  Those  who  corn- 
menced  it  quitted  bodipapOTs;  and  their  eno- 
oessors  did  not  psy  die  same  sittentien  to  kr 
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tber  did  they  display  the  same  talent.  Latterly 
its  contents  bare  almost  entirely  consisted  of 
matter  transferred  from  the  daily  <Tnie  Sun.* 
Its  droulation  is  said  not  to  be  half  what  it  once  ' 
waSf  though  nothing  definite  can  be  l^&own  on 
the  subject, -^the  stamps  for  both  papers  being 
taken  out  in  the  same  name. 

*  Th£  County  Cheonicle  '  is  scarcely  ever 
beard  of  in  London.  Its  drculation  is  confined 
to  the  farmers  in  the  county^  and  to  those  per* 
sons  connected  mith  county  offices*  It  has 
very  little  original  matter,  and  takes  no  decnded 
part  in  politics^  Its  columns  are  chiefly  occu- 
pied with  intelligence  of  an  agriculturid  charac- 
ter. It  has  a  fair  share  of  advertisements,  and  a 
tolerable  circulation.  As  it  is  got  up  at  littk 
expense,  it  is  understood  te  be  a  passably  good  - 
paying  concern. 

Of  Mr.  Baldwin's  Londov  Weekly  Jour*- 
NAL,  I  need  say  nothing  more  than  that  its  con<-  ^ 
tents  are  made  up  of  a  selection  from  the  matter 
which  appears  in  <  The  Standard '  and  <  The  St 
James's  Chronicle.'  So  far  as  I  can  learn  there 
is  not  a  line  of  matter  written  for  it  Its  circu- 
lation, which  is  pretty  goo4  is  exclusively  in  the 
country.  It  often  appears  without  so  much  as  a 
single  advertL««nient :  I  never  saw  it  with  more 
than  six. 
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The  Mark  Lane  Eepress  is  a  paper  de- 
TOted  chiefly  to  tbe  agricultural  interests.  It  was 
started  four  or  five  years  ago.  Great  expense 
has  been  incurred  in  endesTOuring  to  bring  it 
into  drculadon.  Its  success  has  not  been  equal 
to  the  exertions  made  to  deserve  it  The  drcii- 
lalion  is  somewhere  about  1800.  Tbe  editor- 
ship has  been  in  various  hands ;  but  the  politics 
of  the  paper  have  been  uniformly  Liberal 

Another  paper  was  started  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year  for  the  arowed  purpose 
of  advocating  the  cause  of  the  fiumers.  It  h 
called  The  Agriculturist.  I  never  knew  a 
paper  start  under  more  auspicious  circumstances. 
Two  or  thr€e  weeks  before  the  appearance  of 
the  first  number,  a  resolution  had  been  unani- 
mously passed  at  a  large  meeting  of  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  England,  held  in  tbe  Free- 
mason's Tavern,  to  the  effect  that  such  a  paper 
was  a  desideratum,  and  deserved  the  cordial 
support  of  the  farming  interest  Th«ne  was 
every  disposition  to  support  it;  but  by  mis- 
management in  the  outset,  all  its  bright  pros- 
pects were  blasted.^  It  fell  a  victim  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  interfered  with  its 
•  management  Its  &te  afforded  a  marked  illus- 
tradon  of  the  homely  proverb^  that  ^too  many 
eooks  spoil  the  broth.**    Mr.  Brown,  aecntaiy 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


wsnxT  FAnB8»  168 

to  the  Agricultund  Assodation,  ud  Mr.  Robert 
Montgomery  M«rtin^  author  of  'The  History  of 
the  Britirii  Colonies,'  were  the  recognised  edkora; 
but  others  interfered  with  the  arrangements  of 
the  paper  who  knew  little  or  nothing  of  new«" 
paper  details,  and  the  result  wa%  that  what  waa 
well  done  by  one  party  waa  maned  by  another. 
A  third  editor  was  brought  up  from  the  country 
in  two  oe  three  weeks  after  the  publication  of 
the  first  number.  The  pubfication  of  the  second 
number  was  particularly  mismanaged,  wluch,  with 
aTsrietyof  other  cbreimistances,  gave  the  paper 
a  blow,  from  the  ^&cts  of  which  it  has  not  yet  re> 
covered,  nor  will  for  a  long  time,  if  it  ever  do  en- 
tirely. The  bcndJUe  circulation  of  the  fourth 
number  did  not  amount  to  400 ;  since  then  it  has 
gradually  risen  two  or  three  hundred  higher. 

In  less  than  seven  weeks  from  the  estabUslw 
ment  'of  *  The  Agriculturist,'  it  became  the 
property  of  Mr.  Mellish,  the  City  banker;  and 
shortly  afterwards  Messrs.  Brown  and  Montgo- 
mery Martin  both  quitted  the  concern.  Who  the 
present  conductors  are^  I  do  not  know;  nor  am 
I  certain  that  Mr.  Mellish  is  still  the  proprietor, 
though  I  believe  he  is  sa  Hie  politics  of  'The 
Agriculturist'  wear  a  Conservative  hue. 

Thb  Weekly  Post  is  a.  paper  of  y«^  more 
modem  origin  than  <The  Agncultuiiat.'     It 
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wtf  oDly  ntjottd  in  April  last  It  belongs  to 
Ilie'8ame  pn)prietor8,  and  is  published  at  die 
same  oOoe  as  <  The  Mdrmng  Post'  It  is  not, 
however,  eondticted  by  the  same  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Lane,  fiMvierly  asmstant  editor  of  <The 
AH>ioB/  is  the  principal  editor.  It  startea 
auspidousfy)  having  a  circulation  of  about  1,800 
copies,  and  a  tolerable  sprmkiing  of  advertise- 
tnents,  to  b^gin  with.  It  is  conducted  with 
spirit)  and  is  altogethemi  readable  paper.  One 
of  its  leading  fMtlnree  is  that  of  gmng  liie 
Saturday's  news  at  some  length.  It  also  gives 
expresses,  when  the  matter  is  important,  which 
arrive  from  Paris  on  the  Sunday  morning.  Its 
pohtics  are  of  thesame  oomplleiion  as  those  of 
its  daily  namesake. 

There  are  three  papers  essentially  of  a  rdi- 
gious  character.  <  The  Patriot^'  <  TTie  Christiatt 
Advocate,'  and  <The  Watchman.^  T^  Pa- 
TBioT  has  been  established  about  four  years.  It 
is  the  organ  of  the  Calvinistic  or  Evangelical 
Dissctoter8,-^hiefly  of  the  body  called  Inde- 
pendents. It  is  conducted  with  much  talent 
by  Mr.  Josiah  Conder,  author  of  <  The  Modem 
Traveller,'  and  editor  of  <  The  EdecCic  Review.' 
Its  drculation  approiimates  to  2,500,  aad  it  has 
a  &ir  share  of  advertisements.  It  has  not, 
however,  by  any  means  met  with  the  sueeess  it 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WBXLY  PAPna  IW 

dsserves*  As  it  is  tbe  only  orgim,  and  a  vary 
able  one,  at  the  intertata  of  the  Coogr^ation^ 
DiBBeiiter%  I  am  greatly  aurpriaed,  knowing  aa  I 
do  the  nomber  and  respectability  and  inflaenee 
of  thatbody,  that  it  ianot  muchmore  cordially  and 
effectiTely  supported.  The  pontics  of  <  The  Pi^ 
toot  ^  are  decidedly  LaberaL 

The  Christian  AnyocATE  started  a  few 
years  auice  as  the  organ  ot  Wedeyan  Methodism. 
For  a  time  it  waa  tolerably  supported  by  those 
eittartUBing  that  dass  of  principles ;  but  its  po> 
litica  were  Ipo  Ifteralfar  .them."^  It  was— and 
stiHt  I  belierei  is— the  prop^nrty  of  Mr.  Stephens^ 
Ae  brother  ot  the  Mr.  Stephens,  a  Wea- 
leyaa  metfaodist*preadb^9  who  broke  eft  finom 
the  Confarenoe^  along  with  Dr.  Warren  and 
otfiers  aboat  two  years  ago^  and  established  a 
new  and  more  lifapral  systenif  in  so  fiur  as  disci- 
pline is  ooneenied,— of  Wealeyaniwi.  <The 
CSmadan  Advocate'  supports  the  latter  body. 
It  is  conducted  with  spirit^  but  its  dreulatioii  is 
limited.    It  is  mider  1»600. 

The  Watchman  waa  started  in  oi^position 
to  <  The  Advecatey'  by  a  body  of  Wesleyan  Me* 
Ihodiata  representing  the  interests  of  the  Con- 
fekenca  .It  has  only  been  in  existence  two 

*  The  Wesleyan  Methodists,  as  a  hody^are  in  favour 
of  Tory,  or  Church  and  8tate-priaciples. 
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yean.  I  have  not  heard  who  IB  Ae  editor.  Then 
k  talent  in  it  Its  pmciples  are  purely  Ccm- 
eeryatiVe.    Its  circulation  exceeds  2,000. 

Mr.  Colbum,  the  publisher,  has  two  pap»8^ 
which,  though  not  strictly  newspapers,  approadi 
nearer  to  that  ciass  of  publications  than  to  any 
other.  I  allude  to  <The  Court  Journal'  and 
<  The  Naval  and  Military  Gazette.' 

The  Court  Journal  arose,  in  1829,  from 
tiie  ashes  of  <  The  London  Weekly  Review.'  Its 
price  is  eightpence.  It  contains  sixteen  quarto 
pages,  with  three  columns  in  each  page.  In 
the  editorship,  it  has  undergone  a  varie^  of 
changes.  Mr.  Patmore,  who  afterwards  started 
*  The  New  Court  Journal,'  a  shortJiyed  enteiv 
prise  in  opposition  to  it, — conducted  it  for  sone 
time,  at  a  salary  often  goineas  a  week.  Who  the 
gentleman  was  who  had  the  management  of  it  in 
the  intervening  period,  I  hare  not  heard;  but 
Mr.  Leman  Blanohard  has  been  the  editor  for 
some  time  past  The  politics  of  *  The  Court 
Journal'  have  undergone  several  changes,  with 
the  changes  of  its  editors,  which  has  net  been 
in  its  fitvour.  Latterly  i^  has,  very  judi- 
ciously, abstained  from  politics  altogether. 
Now  its  contents  principally  consist;  of  light 
artides  on  topics  bearing  on  aristocratic  no- 
tions^ customs,   &<%,   and  of  intelligence  ie> 
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tpecdng  the  movements  of  the  bshionable 
worid  The  precise  nuBiber  it  eirculates 
is  not  known,  as  the  stamps  are  taken  out  in 
conjunction  with  those  of  *  The  Naval  and 
Military  Gasettei  <T1ie  Court  Journal  *ia  well 
adverdsed  • 

TIhb  Naval  and  Miutart  Gazette  was 
started  in  183a  I  foi^t  the  name  of  the  first 
edkoTf  but  he  was  soon  succeeded  by  Mn  Robert 
Montgomery  Martii^  the  aotbcMTp  as  already 
mentioned,  of  the  *  History  of  the  British  Colo-  , 
nies.^  Mr.  Martin's  salaiy  was  ten  guineas  a 
week.*  He  held  the  office  some  time,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  another  gentleman.  The 
paper  is  well  conducted;  but  its  success  has 
not  been  anything  like  what  it  ought  to  be. 
It  contains  a  vast  quantity  of  information,  which 
must  be  highly  interesting  to  the  members  of 
both  services.  It  does  not  take  an  active  part  in 
political  conflicts ;  nor  when  it  does  <Uscuss  poli- 
tical questions,  does  it  betray  any  very  strong 
feeling  on  either  side.  With  its  naval  and  mili-> 
tary,  and  miscellaneous  intelligence,  it  judiciously 
blends  a  moderate  proportion  of  literary  matter^ 
chiefly  in  the  shape  of  reviews  of  new  publica* 
lions.     It  has  a  fair  share  of  advertisements.  Its 

*  There  are  few  men  who  so  liberally  remunerate 
lilerary  labour  at  Mr  Colbunu 
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ori^nal  price  was  one  shilinig,  bat  Mi;  OoIbinD, 
finding  that  too  bigb,  redneed  it  to  the  nsnal 
price  of  aevenpence*  Mr.  Cottwm  has  sunk  a 
large  sum  ci  money  in  ondeaTouring  to  aecnre 
public  patronage  to  it 

Thele  is  another  paper, -The  United  Seb» 
▼tcB  GAZETTEy*  oooducted  on  the  nme  plan  as 
Mr.  Colbum's  ^  Naval  uad  liffilitary  Ganetta  It 
was  started,  too,  at  the  same  tbne;  of  ooibm^ 
llie  papers  are  decided  rivals  to  eadi  otiber. 
«Tlie  United  Serrice  Oaxelte,'  takes  u  adife 
part   in   politics,    always  zealonaty  espouatog 

*  Th«  redttotioB  of  the  nawspaper  stamp  duty  hav- 
ing  taken  place  as  thii  part  of  *'  The  Great  Metropo- 
lis "  18  going  through  the  press,  I  may  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  mentioning,  that  '  Cleave's  Police  Gazette/ 
'  Hetherington*8  Dispatch/  and  the  ^  Weekly  Hmesi,' 
all  ibnnerly  unstamped,  are  now  duly  staapad.  Save* 
ral  new  papers  have  also  made  their  appearaaea. 
*  The  Loodon  Mercury/  is  conducted  by  Mr.  JTohn 
Bd^  fonaerly  of  '  The  True  Sun.'  '  The  London 
Journal,'  formerly  '  The  General  Advertiser,'  is 
edited  by  Mr.  Carpenter.  '  The  Weekly  Chronicle' 
is  started  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Holt,  the  proprietor 
of  'Holfa  Magazine;'  and  'The  Champion '  is 
aondueled  by  the  two  sona  of  tjw  late  Mr.  Cobbett 
Mr.  JF1eldeM»  tibe  Member  for  Oldham,  is  understood 
to  be  the  proprietor,  and  I  have  reason  to  beliere  the 
hon.  gentleman  has  advanced  5,00eA  to  establish  the 
paper. 
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the  Ultra-Tory  side  ol  a  questum.  It  is  oon- 
dueted  by  Mr.  Alaric  Attila  Watts,  who  is  one  of 
die  proprietoFB,  and  I  belieye  the  duel  It  i% 
like  all  die  pubUoations  with  whose  destinies  Sfr. 
Watts  has  been  entrusted,  vituperatiTe  of  those 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  incur  his  displeasure. 
Its  leading  articles  invariably  display  more  or 
less  of  that  gentleman's  acerbity  of  spirit  It 
has  but  fow  sdTertisementB,  and  these  are  not  ol 
that  kmd  whidi  pay  well  The  drculation  is 
ioknbfy  good^  hot  nothiiig  ] 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  NEWSPAPER  PRE8S--GEKERA1. 
REMARKS. 

GSomiMratire  number  of  the  Ubcnd  tad  GoMnratift 
Joiimals— -Their  companUire  drculatiofi — ^IKflieBl. 
ty  of  esUbluhing  Weekly  Newq>apen— Difficvltj 
of  making  them  pay  —  Decrease  in  the  amount 
of  their  circulation — Metropolitan  Press  conducted 
with  great  talent—Its  character  greatly  improved 
of  lat9— Absence  of  a  jealo'is  feeling  among  the  Edi- 
tors generally— Different  in  thia  respect  from  the 
Editors  of  Prorincial  and  American  Journals  Sen- 
sitiveness of  some  of  the  London  Newspaper  Editon 
to  the  attacks  made  on  them— An  Editor  is  supposed 
to  be  a  man  of  Tery  varied  feelings — Character  ot  a 
Newspaper— Diversity  and  usefiihiess  of  its  coo- 
tents— Its  adTcrtisements. 

I  HAVE  thuB  glanced,  in  the  three  pteoediBg 
ch^iten,  at  the  newspaper  pleas'^  of  the  Great 

*  There  is  one  religious  newspaper  of  which  I  hate 
said  nothing,  because  it  could  not  with  proprie^  h» 
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MetropoHft.  The  nnooher  of  dailjr  jouniab,  it 
will  beseeoy  is  eleven,  and  of  the  weekly  twenty- 
8eveiL  Hie  aggregate  circulation  of  die  daily 
papers  is  about  40,000;  that  of  the  weekly 
120,000^  making  a  total  circulation,  in  round 
numbers,  of  160,000. 

If  the  number  of  newspapers  advocating  lib^ 
ral  sentiments,  compared  with  those  supporting 
an  opposite  dass,  may  be  regarded  as  indiealive 
of  the  state  of  public  feeling  oki  political  topicsy 
it  will  he  fonnd  that  liberal  principles  aremudi 
mote  prevalent  indie  metropolis  than  diose  of  a 
Conserrative  hue.  In  llie  dailypressthe  Liberal 
Gsuse  has  seven  out  of  the  deven  daily  papers— 

*  The  Morning  Chronicle  ' — '  The  Morning  Ad» 
vertiB^*—*  The  Constitutional'—*  The  Globe'— 

*  Courier  *— *  8m  '—and  «  True  Sun/     «  The 
Times'— «The   Herald'— <The   Fbet'  — and 

ranged  uodtr  any  of  the  previous  heads:  I  allude  to'  The 
Record.'  It  is  published  twice  a  week— on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays.  It  has  been  conducted  from  the  first  with 
some  talent  It  has  now  been  nine  years  in  existence. 
A  Imrge  anonAt  of  money  has  been  expended  in  its  es. 
tabliahment.  1  believe  it  is  now  bcgimiing  to  pay  its 
expenaea.  Its  circulation  is  8^000,  and  it  has  a  fair  share 
of  advertisements.  It  is  a  thorough  high  church  and 
state  paper.  lu  religious  principles  are  decidedly  eran- 
gelical ;  but  Its  columns  sometimes  breathe  an  intole- 
',  afiitit* 

I  3 
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«The  Standard,'   belong  to  the  Cooaemittfft 
iBlerest 

Among  tho  weekly  preaq,  agakv  it  w31  be 
Cdimd  there  is  a  much  greater  pr^Mmderanoe  of 
strength  on  the  Liberal  side.  The  LiberslB 
have  *  The  Examiner '— *  The  Spectator  *-^The 
Observer '—<  Bell*B  life  in  London'— <  The 
Weekly  Dispatch '—'Beirs  New  We^Me». 
aooger'— «Tbe  Atlas'— « The  Sating '-The 
Weekly  True  Sun*— *  The  News'— *The  Sna- 
4ay  Tisaes'— «The  Patriot '--.and' The  Chria- 
^aa  Advocate,'  making  thirteen  m  aU;  while 
die  Conservadvea  have  only  seveni  namefy^ 
<  Bell's  Weekly  Messenger '  —  « Hie  Jdm 
BuU'— ^  The  Age'— ^The  Weekly  Ptot'— *  Hie 
Watchman '— '  The  United  Service  Gazette*— 
and  <The  Londcm  Weekly  JouroaL' 

If  viewed  in  regard  to  the  anoont  of  their 
jonited  circulatioB,  it  will  be  found  that  the  Libe- 
ral interest  is  still  better  supported  than  the 
Conservative.  In  the  dreulation  of  the  morning 
papers^  it  is  true,  the  Conservatives  can  dainatihe 
advantage ;  but  what  the  liberals  loae  as  r^wds 
them,  they  considerably  more  than  make  up  by 
the  dreulation  of  the  evening  journals ;  'whik 
with  respect  to  the  circulation  of  the  wedly 
papers,  the  strength  of  the  Liberals  is  as  foixr  to 
one  to  that  of  the  Conservatives.    <Thtt  Bb- 
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patdi'  alone  has  a  greater  eiieuktion  than  thai 
of  all  the  Tory  We^Hee  put  togelher. 

In  speakhig  of  the  daily  press,  I  have  adverted 
to  the  difBculty  of  establishing  a  morning  or 
evening  journal  in  the  metropolis :  it  is  also  a 
much  more  difficult  thing  than  most  people  sup- 
pose, to  establish  a  weekly  one.  Whatgreaterpro6f 
could  be  desired  of  this  than  the  feet,  that  out  of 
the  seventy  or  eighty  attempts  which  have  been 
made  to  establish  weekly  newspapers  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  not  above  six  or  seven  have 
been  suceestsfiiL  To  establish  a  weekly  news- 
paper in  London,  is  a  much  more  difficult  tadL 
Aan  in  a  country  town.  There  the  appearance 
tS  anew  journal  is  a  sort  of  era  in  the  place ;  it 
creates  a  kind  of  sensation  among  the  inhabitants; 
all  eyes  are  on  the  persons  making  the  effort; 
and  if  they  display  tact  or  talent,  and  have  a  few 
liundred  pounds  to  expend  on  the  undertakinjj^ 
Ihe  chances  are  immeasurably  in  favour  of  suo- 
cess.  Here  it  is  quite  otherwise :  you  may  start 
a  dozen  papers,  and  a  tenth  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants not  be  even  aware  of  their  existence :  even 
those  who  are  so»  feel  comparatively  little  interest 
in  the  undertaking!  Hence,  nothing  but  great 
talent,  consummate  tact,  and  a  lavish  expenditure 
of  money,  or  much  personal  influence^  will,  Jn 
ordiiiary  circuinstaaees,  give  even  a  chanee  of 
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I  have  referred  to  the  number  of  papers  frikh 
hare  been  started  within  the  hat  twenty  jreaia, 
but  very  soon  disappenred.  In  endeavouring 
.to  establish  some  of  these,  immeiise  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended.  About  eight  years 
ago,  a  religious  newspaper  called  *  The  Worlds* 
was  started  by  Mr.  Bourne,  now  one  of  the  sti- 
pendiary magistrates  in  the  West  Indies.  It  eon* 
tinued  for  five  years,  when,  after  losing  upwards 
of  5,000/.  by  the  undertaking,  it  was  incorpo- 
rated with  ^Tbe  Christian  Advocate^'  Four  or 
five  years  ago  <The  Town'  was  started:  it  evea- 
tually  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bentley,  tbe 
publisher,  of  New  Burlington  Street;  and  betwixt 
the  sum  he  expended  on  it,  and  that  qient  hf 
the  originators,  about  5,000/.  were  sunk  in  die 
concern  in  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
the  circulation  did  not  exceed  500.  It  was  ihm 
sold  to  the  proprietors  of.  ^  The  Sunday  Herald' 
for  50/.  So  great  were  the  exertions  made  to 
establish  ^  The  Town,'  that,  in  addition  to  en- 
gaging the  first-rate  taleut,*  the  proprietors  spent 
no  less  a  sum  than  800/.  on  a  map  of  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  presented  to  the  subscri- 
oers  gratis.  On  <The  United  Kingdom,' ano- 
ther journal  started  before  <The  Town,'  and 

y  Mr.  Kennedy^  author  of  *  Fitful  Fancies/  and  Mr« 
8.  C.  HaU,  were  among  the  editon  of '  The  Town.* 
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whiAf  after  a  brief  exittence  of  four  or  five 
yeaiBy  WW  dao  incorporated  wkh  <The  Sun- 
^ky  Herald,'  a  sum  of  nearly  e,000iL  was  id 
one  way  or  ottier,  expended  <The  Sundi^ 
Herald^  itself  which  after  having  in  the  course 
of  its  two  yearn-  and  a  half  existence  swal- 
lowed up^  in  addition  to  <11ie  United  Kin^ 
dom'  and  <TbeTown,  <The  Weekly  Thnei' 
«nd  <Merie'B  Weekly  Register/  was  at  last 
merged  in  <  The  News,' — ^took  some  two  ci  Huee 
thoosand  pounds  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  pr<^ 
ptietors.  In  18d8  a  paper  called  <The  New 
Weekly  Dispatch '  was  started  It  soon  fell  into 
•the  hands  of  Mr.  Morrison,  of  <<  universal  jmU" 
notmety,  by  whom  it  was  carried  on  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  moiiths,  at  a  loss,  it  was  supposed,  of 
at  least  d^OOOf. ;  and  yet  he  got  the  copyright 
cheap  enough-^it  only  cost  him  5/.  The  person 
who  started  <  The  New  Weekly  Dispatch '  was 
•not  worth  a  farthing;  and  yet  he  commenced  on 
ao  independent  a  prindpley — ^in  odier  wordi^ 
seemed  to  have  so  little  regard  to  immecEate 
profits, — that  he  made  the  paper  nearly  twice  the 
usual  sise  of  a  Sunday  joomal,  while  the  price 
was  oAly  sevenpence.  It  was  calculated  tha^ 
tliougl^  tills  bold  speculator's  paper  had  been  so 
popular  as  to  reach  aciiculation  of  Sf^OOOeopiea 
witkfyf  his  prdlts  would  only  have  been— what 


,y  Google 


>76  THB  vsvrflPAmt 

• 

does  th«  reader  «uppo0e  Hi^  would  Ittre  \mm? 
Wby*  about  the  fourth  part  of  a  fardifaig:  in 
other  woid^  as  was  remarked  by  a  person  eir 
perienced  i&  newspapers,  who  ifiade  the  caksulft. 
tioD»  they  would  have  been  btrely  sufficient  to 
.purchase  salt  for  the  proprietor's  potatoes^ 

Then  axe  some  men  who  have  been  long  weD 
known  ^  coanected  with  the  London  presi^ 
fdio,  by  a  sort  of  Satali^,  have  foiled  in  evciy 
newspaper  speculation  in  which  tbey  engaged. 
Mr.  Merle  is  an  instanee.  BQs  '  InteUigeDcet^^ 
Ins  ^  Weekly  Register/  andodier  jounuds,  weie 
,all  of  short-lived  duration.  But  peiiiapB  Aoe 
is  no  man  of  ihe  present  day  who  has  sent  so 
many  newspapers  to  their  long  bome^  as  Mr. 
Chasdone.  Indeed^  it  may  be  augured  wifliU» 
confidence  of  certainty,  if  you  see  him  editor,  or 
jnfluentiaily  connected  with  apubUc  journal,  Ait 
its  diBSoluti(m  is  not  for  distant 

It  is  amusing  to  contrast  the  lofty  pretennoBS 
and  prodigal  promises  made  in  die  prospecCuses 
or  forst  numbers  of  some  papers,  widi  the  fote  to 
which  they  are  doomed.  Not  long  since  a  week* 
fy  paper  started  on  Conservative  prmdplee. 
Never  was  journal  ushered  into  the  world  aididat 
a  greater  flourish  of  trumpets.  It  was  started  for 
the  purpose  of  reacuing  the  Coastitulioii  from 
4i^  clutches  of  die  Badioa]S|  aad  of  savisig  the 
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€Siurdi  from  tlM  deetrucdoa  uMi  which  it  was 
ihraattMd  by  infidels.  It  was  not  the  wont  part 
of  the  joke,  that  the  two  editors  engaged  to 
eonduot  it  were  actually^  in  their  prirate 
opinion^  betli  Radicals  and  models.  The 
crieis  to  the  oomitry  which  this  Conser* 
f«tiiie  hebdomadal  pleij^  itself  to  avert,  by 
liflsely  anealuig  the  progress  of  Badicalism  and 
loidelily,  speedOy,  alas  I  happened  to  itsdK 
it  oidy  lived  six  weeks,  and  during  that  time 
liheaifetige  ef  the  number  sold— a  good  many 
•opiesweeegiven  ttwaygmtis-Hlid  not  mnount  to 
tiiirfy.  Tlusmi^  appear  so  iniprebri>le  to  tiiose 
mMfqnamted  with  newspaper  ^)eeiil:atioM|  tiwi 
I  thiyk  it  light  to  sAate  &at  the  ket  wae  coikh 
wmnicat^ed  to  me  by  one  of  the  parlies  interested* 
The  number  of  weekly  jemrnidB,  owing  teAe 
dificnltyof  getting  them  topay,islessthaii  it  used 
to  be;  and  ataiait  all  ef  thmi — I  mean  the 
iMeat  eatebliahad  imes--4ia^eMa(i  off  in  effcvH 
Istion  (tf  latfr  I  aUudad  to  tUa  fact  in  tiie  laat 
ehopler.  ThecaosasareTarimis.  Oneofliiese 
1  take  tobe  the  esftaUishmant  of  aomany  provin* 
cwl  papers  in  aU  parts  <rf  the  eountfy.  Withm^ 
\mt  fire  years,  at  least  100  provincial  joumab 
httre  bem  established  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
ii0  was  to  be  expected,  the  result  has  been  that 
eMsy  snhambffra  to  the  London'papeiis  harj 
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daieoBitiiiiied  die  latter  in  order  to.  take  n 
diejounude  poUished  in  thm  own  reBpeetire 
localities 

Another  cause  of  the  diminution  in  tlie  eir- 
cidation  of  die  London  weekly  joumala^  is  Ike 
drcoButaiioe  of  many  oi  dxiee  persona  wliofar- 
nieily  contented  tbemaelves  with  a  weekly  p»* 
per»  baTing  disoontinaed  tfaem  to  take  atlier  .« 
wbole  daily  paper,  or  a  share  of  one.  The  auna- 
barof  weekly  journals  wlndi  bafe  been  gtrea 
iqp  by  snbacribeia  in  this  way,  is^  I  an  pcnaaded^ 
mndi  greater  than  is  generally  snppoead.  The 
great  increaae  in  the  circnlaftion  of  die  daily 
papers^  durii^  the  time  die  weeUy  ones  hnrm 
been  decreasing  suiBdendy  proves  diia  bf/L 

Bat  the  chief  canae,  nndonbtedly,  of  dieiA- 
logoff  in  die  dreolation  of  the  Sonday  papera^ 
ia  the  establidBBient^  of  late  years,  of  so  aaaiiy 
of  the  unstamped.  Of  the  unstamped  joumalai, 
takmg  them  in  the  aggr^gate^  the  aiverage  cnw 
eolation  for  some  time  was^  increcfiUe  an 
it  may  appeal^  diont  200^000  oo^  weeUy* 
Bfr.  Oeeve  mentions  to  me  that  of  bis  'Fsliee 
Gaaette*  he  r^nlaily  soM,  for  many  we^s,  lao 
fewer  dian  60,000;  and  that  Mr.  HedieRngtcin^ 
Ids  repnUican  coadpitor,  soU  at  the  same  time 
JM^OOO  copies  every  week,  of  hk  <  Twopenny 
These  and  the  other 
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papen  suffered  to  some  extent  by  the  strin- 
gent measores  resorted  to  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year  to  put  them  down ;  but  their  united 
oircolation  was  at  one  time,  what  I  hare 
staled  above.  The  mere  statement  of  the  hd 
must  be  sofllcient  of  itself  to  satisfy  every  one 
who  thinks  on  the  subject^  lliat  the  legal  weekly 
newspapers  must  have  been  seriouriy  injured  in 
eonsequenee. 

The  London  newspaper  press,  daily  and 
weekly,  is  eonducted  with  great  talent  The 
^  Jounialisin,''  to  use  once  more  Sir  Robert  PeePs 
favourite  expression  when  speaking  of  newspe^ 
pers^*— the  Journalism  of  no  other  part  of  the 
world  displays  equal  ability.  The  *  Gazette  de 
Fkaace^*^  and  two  or  three  others  of  the  Paris 
papery  are  perhaps  conducted  with  as  much 
talent  as  any  of  the  London  journals;  but  taken 
as  a  whole,  they  are  much  inferior  to  the  Eng> 
Ush  metropolitan  press. 

As  regards  the  general  character  and  sise  of 
the  newspapers  of  the  two  countries,  die  su- 
periofity  of  the  English  to  the  French  is  im- 
measurable. A  French  journal  contains  no  ao- 
eounts  worthy  of  the  name,  of  the  proceeding  at 
pal^  meeting^  in  courts  of  law,  or  other  places. 
NuBoerous  circumstances  of  importance  are 
iMNirly  oeeurring  in  Paris,  and  throughout  France 
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of  whidi  no  notice  is  taken  in  tte 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  general  inteUigeaoe  in 
the  Frendi  journals ;  and  the  dehates  in  the 
CSiambers  are  given  so  briefty  that  one  reporter 
might  do  all  the.  duties  of  that  department 
of  the  paper,  himsel£  An  editoi^s  labour  in 
fetting  up  a  French  journal,  is  meie  amusii- 
ment  compared  witb  that  of  the  editor  of  a 
London  paper  in  preparing  it  for  pnblicetioi^ 
With  respect  to  the  sise,  again»  the  French 
papers  look  absolutely  pitiful  by  the  side  of  Ibe 
London  journals.  Those  who  have  seen  an 
English  paper  rixty  or  seventy  years  back,  mM 
have  a  very  good  notion  of  the  appeennoe  of 
a  French  journal  of  the  present  day.  Thete 
is  at  least  six  times  as  miidimatter  ina] 
don  newspaper,  as  there  is  in  one  of  the  Pa 
journals. 

It  is  curious  to  compare  an  English  new»> 
paper  of  the  present  day,  with  what  it  was  at 
the  cemmenoement  of  the  last  century.  Then, 
it  only  consisted  of  one  lea^  or  two  pages^  of 
the  quarto  sise,  each  page  divided  into  two  co- 
lumns. There  was  not  then  anytUng  tn  the 
shape  of  reports  of  the  proceedings  in  Pto- 
liament,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  at  puUie  meet- 
ings. All  the  intelligence  the  newspiq^eia  of 
that  day  contained,  was  given  in  a  fow 


itized  by  Google 


OSSBEAL  BSMABKB.  181 

ni  paragraphs.  Aiiything  in  ibe  shape  ofqri* 
ginal  remarks  or  disquisition^  there  was  nma^ 
Indeed  it  was  not  until  1758^  that  the  prac- 
tice of  making  original  observations  in  a  paper, 
was  resorted  to.  Even  then  it  was  rather  m 
the  shape  of  an  essay  on  some  literary  or  mo- 
ral topics  than  a  discussion  of  any  political  ques- 
tion. The  first  original  article  that  eyer  ap- 
peared in  any  newspaper,  was  an  essay  by 
Dr.  Johnson  in  <  The  Universal  Chronicle  and 
Weekly  Gazette/  published  by  Mr.  John 
Newberry,  of  St  Paul's  Churchyard.  This  was 
In  the  year  I  have  just  mentioned.  *  The  Uni^ 
versal  Chronicle'  was  a  paper  of  four  folio  pages, 
printed  with  a  large  type;  and  Mr.  Newberry,  the 
proprietoi:,  in  order  to  add  a  novel  feature  to  his 
joiunal,  engaged  Dr.  Johnson  to  fiimish  original 
articles  for  it,  in  consideration  of  which  the 
great  lexicographer  was  to  have  a  share  in  the 
work.  The  essays  which  Dr.  Johnson  furnished 
to  *  The  Universal  Chronicle^*  were  afterwards 
republished  in  '  The  Idler/ 

The  character  of  the  newspaper  press  of  tiie 
metropolis,  has  been  greatly  raised  within  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century.  Before  that  time  no 
man  of  any  standing  either  in  the  political  or 
literary  world,  would  condescend  to  write  in  a 
newspaper ;  or  if  he  did,  he  took  special  care  to 
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keep  the  dreumBtanoe  as  great  a  secret  as  if  he 
had  committed  some  penal  oflence  of  the  first 
magnitude.  Now,  the  most  dbdnguished  per- 
sons in  the  country,  not  only  often  contribute  to 
newspapers,  but  are  ready  to  admit  it^  except 
where  there  may  be  acddental  reasons  for  con- 
ceahnent  Many  of  our  Peers,  and  still  more 
of  our'  represen'atiyes  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, write  for  the  London  newspaper  press. 
In  speaking  of  the  daily  papers,  I  hare  men- 
tioned some  of  the  distinguished  persons  in  the 
habit  of  writing  for  the  London  joumalB.  Mr. 
Canning  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  were  both 
connected  with  the  newspaper  press,  for  a  consi- 
derable time* 

Among  the  editors  of  the  metropolitan  news- 
papers, there  exists  scarcely  any  feeling  of  jear 
lousy,  with  one  or  two  excepfionsy  towards  each 
other.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  where  th^ 
are  personally  known  to  one  another,  they  are 
on  the  most  friendly  footing  together.  They 
readily  acoommiodate  each  other  with  any  re- 
ports of  meetings  or  other  articles  of  intelli- 
gence, when  one  has  received  anything  im- 
portant and  the  others  have  not  It  is  fiir 
otherwise  in  the  country,  espedally  in  those 
small  jtowns  in  which  only  two  newspapers  exist 
Hie  animosity  in  sudi  cases  is  most  deaifly. 
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Hie  edilm  are  alwajs  wwlitotipg  bow  tliigr 
nay  anpoy  each  odien  I  haTe  kiiowii  rnanj 
amusbg  instaaoes  of  tbis.  There  are  two  pqpeis 
in  the  north  of  Scotland, — <Tlie  InTcmeaa 
Journal'  and  *  The  InTemeaa  Courier,' — which 
used  to  afford  much  entertainment  to  hie  Ma- 
jesty's lieges  in  the  Highland^  by  theur  abuse 
ofeadiotber.  <The  Journal' was  in  the  bafaift 
of  attadiing  *  The  Cdurier,^  in  a  strain  of  H- 
rulent  abose^  idiicfa  Cobbett  himself  mi^thatre 
envied.  Not  the  least  amusing  part  of  tk0 
flsalter  was,  that  ^  The  Courier'  never  tumed 
Msailant;  but  always  aded  on  the  defensive. 
Mrs.  Humlgr  used  to  sing  a  song  in  **  The 
Knights  of  ibe  Round  Table,**  in  which  a  ss»- 
Tantpmmd,  speaking  of  the  Knights'  warlike 
propensities,  was  represented  as  esdaiming 

^  To  fights  tbey  goet^— to  fights  they  goes, 
But  what  it  it  «11  about,  uobodj  knows." 

In  like  manner,  nobody  oould  divine  the 
gSDund  of  the  quarrel  whidi  <  The  Journal'  had 
wMi  <  Hie  Courier  ;*  but  far  years,  with  scarcely 
Ae  intermission  of  a  single  week,  it  attacked 
its  unoffending  contemporary  with  a  bitterness 
which  has  no  parallel  in  this  country.  *  The 
Edinburj^  Observei'  was  confident,  on  more 
dian  one  oeeasbn,  that  there  would  be  a  reguh 
lar  throt^Kng  matohbetween  the  editors,and  p«H 
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pie  genenlly  thought  the  Sheriff  of  tbecountym* 
nam  in  his  dttty,'iii  not  bmding  over  <Tho 
Jbiinial'  to  keep  the  peaee.  Its  wrath,  hovrever, 
was  confined  to  printev's ink.  When  < TheCoiH 
ng^  returned  the  bbw,  ^Tbe  JoumaP  was  db» 
eonfited  at  onoa.  It  never  had  any  other  reaourea 
ttan  the  pttblieatio&  of  what  it  called  the  com* 
paraiiifv  droolatiott  of  the  two  pqpat%  b^ 
ginning  ^rith : — ^  To  £%in  there  go-nijghtBatt 
Jramala  for  nx  Couriers;  to  Fonea,  there  go— 
Meen  Journals  far  five  Couriera."  If  <  Tte 
Oottrier/  in  repettng  tfaeattack,  eonvieled  «Tte 
Jmmat'  of  the  gvoaaest  misstatanenl%  Am 
answer  was  liie  publication  of  the  ^ooaDipar»- 
livw  eirculatien.''  If  it  waa  proved  that  *  Ttm 
Jeuniid'  bhiodered  so  egregioualy  in  graiuna- 
tical  oosapositioni  that  a  .achool-bojr  who  had 
made  sudhi  havoc  with  the  rules  of  lindlej 
Murray  would  have  been  soundly  flogged, — out 
oame  the  ^  comparative  drculation.'^  If  <  The 
Oourier'  quoted  some  of  the  wit  in  which  seva- 
ral  of  the  other  Scottish  papers  occasionally  i»- 
dnlged  at « The  Joumahi'  expense^— the  answer 
was  the  <<  comparative  circulation**'  K  it  wan 
hinted  that  the  printer's  devil  had  fidlsd  in  hia 
dsty,  and  sent  out  a  skivenly  printed  paper,  iba 
same  answer  vras  forthcoming — the  ^^conpasap 
tive  circulation.^  In  shcHrt,  every  thing  <  Tha 
CkNirier'  said  about   <The  Jhwraaf  waa  ma^ 
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not  by  some  other  retort  —  for  <The  Journal^ 
vaa  never  remarkable  for  the  brUIkncy  or  promp* 
tifcude  of  its  wit — but  by  the  everlastiDg  **  com- 
parative Girculation."' 

But  by  far  the  most  amusing  circumstance^ 
that  has  ever  come  to  my  knowledge  respecting 
the  rivalry  of  any  two  country  papers,  occur- 
red some  years  ago  in  the  case  of  two  West^yf* 
England  journals.  As  the  chief  rec<HDmend»* 
tioa  of  all  provincial  papers^  is  the  interest  and 
quantity  of  their  local  newSi  the  two  editorial 
personages  to  whom  I  refer,  principally  display- 
ed their  hostility  to  eaeh  lother  by  a  deadly  ri- 
val y  in  that  kind  of  intelligence.  The  one 
journal  was  published  on  the  Friday,  and  the 
odier  on  Saturday.  It  occurred  one  moonlight 
Thursday  evenings  while  he  of  the  Saturday 
paper  was  walking  alone  abou|  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  town,  that  he  observed,  a 
abort  distance  off  the  road,  the  body  of  a 
man  suspended  by  the  neck  from  a  tree.  Tlie 
man,  in  other  words,  bad  committed  suicide  by 
hangitig  ^imf^^^  A  fit  of  alarm  seized  the 
editorial  ^^we,*'  lest  the  discovery  of  the  man 
having  destroyed  himself  should  be  made  that 
night,  a|ul  consequent^  the  rival  journalist  be 

*  I  sa  assursd,  improbable  at  •ome  may  deem  tiiSt 
atoiy«  It  if  stvioHy  troe^ 
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tlie  first  to  giye  the  particulars  of  a  drcmnstanoe 
wbidi  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  great  8ei»- 
sation  in  the  place.  If  Friday's  < Chronide'  had 
the  intelligence  before  the  Saturday'^s  <  Couranty* 
it  would  be  the  making  the  fortune  of  the 
former,  while  it  would  be  all  but  the  ruin  of  the 
latter.  What  was  to  be  done  to  prevent  it?  A 
thought  struck  the  conductor  of  'The  Cou- 
rant  '*  he  would,  assisted  by  a  confidential  per- 
son employed  in  the  office,  cut  down  the  body, 
and  secretly  convey  it  to  a  stable  of  Ws  own, 
where  he  would  conceal  it  till  the  following 
night, — against  which  time  tiie  rival  journal 
would  be  published, — and  then  return  witii  it  to 
the  spot  where  he  found  it  A  horse  and  cart 
were  procured,  and  tiie  deceased  was  conveyed 
to  the  editoT^s  stable^  where  tiie  body  was 
covered  witit  straw.  Next  momiB^  a  ser- 
vant having  occasion  to  remove. part  of  die 
straw,  discovered  the  body  of  the  deceased. 
He  immediately  informed  some  perscms  who 
were  passing  the  door  of  the' stable  at  the  time : 
in  ten  nunutes  the  authorities  were  apprised  of 
the  drcumstance.  An  inquiry  into  the  matter 
was  immediately  instituted.  Suspidons  fell  on 
the  journalist:  he  had  been  seen,  attended  by 
one  of  the  men  in  his  employ,  taking  aometibing 
out  of  a  cart  and  carrying  it  into  llie  stabfo  ea 
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the  preceding  night  He  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody:  a  coronei^s  jury  sat  on  the  body:  a  num- 
ber of  circumstances,  strongly  presumptive  of  his 
having  strangled  the  deceased,  transpired  in  the 
course  of  the  coroner's  investigation ;  and  his 
own  life,  according  to  all  appearances,  was  about 
to  become  the  price  of  his  anxiety  to  deprive 
his  rival  of  ^  mteresting  local  news,"  when  hap* 
pily  a  small  slip  of  paper,  which  hall  been  over- 
looked in  the  first  instance,  was  found  in  one  of 
the  deceased's  pockets,  which  contained,  in  his 
0vm  hand  writing — ^he  had  by  this  time  been 
identified — ^a  declaration  of  his  resolution  to  de- 
stroy him6el£  His  narrow  escape,  and  the  trou- 
ble he  got  himself  into,  made  the  journalist  more 
cautious  in  future  as  to  the  means  he  took  to  • 
obtain  •*  exclusive  **  local  news. 

But  if  there  be  a  great  contrast  between  the 
feelings  with  which  the  editors  of  the  London 
newspa][>er8  regard  each  other,  and  those  which 
actuate  the  breasts  of  editors  in  provincial  towns, 
the  contrast  between  the.  American  and  the 
London  editors  is,  in  this  respect,  infinitely 
greater.  As  I  have  in  some  measure  digressed 
already,  I  content  myself  with  the  following  ; 
specimen  of  the  feelings  the  New  York  editors 
entertain  towards  each  other.  It  is  copied  from 
^The  New  York  Herald'  of  May  last,  and  ia 
beaded: — 
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^WKACAS   IN  NEW  YORK. 

*' Editor  James  Gordon  Bennett  ww  assaidtad 
in  the  streets  by  a  riysl  editor,  James  Watson 
Webb,  of  «The  Courier  and  Inquirer.*  The 
former  gires  the  following  opening  of  ibis  afiir: 
— ^It  was  about  half-past  two  o'clock — the  son 
was  shining  brilliantly — the  sky  was  dear — and 
no  doubt  the  angels  and  spirits  in  heaven  were 
looking  do^  through  that  aaure  sky,  to  witness 
how  brutal — how  mad — how  villanous — bow 
cowardly— how  ruffianly  it  was  possible  for  one 
man  in  New  York  to  make  himselL  As  soon  as 
1  found  myself  attacked,  I  turned  upon  him. 
His  superior  personal  strength,  which  God  At 
mighty  in  his  wisdom  has  given  him  for  some 
inscrutable  purpose,  was  altogether  too  poweifol 
for  me  to  contend  with.  The  great  crowd  of 
brokers  and  others  who  collected  around,  cried 
out,  *  Shoot  him,  fiennett,'—*  Shoot  the  d^d 
rascal,' — <  Shoot  him  down,  he  deserves  it^  I 
wish  I  had  had  with  me  my  good  pistols,  which 
I  kept  loaded  in  my  office.  •  •  .  After  a  scuffle 
we  were  separated  by  the  crowd.  My  damage 
is  a  scratch,  about  three  quarters  qt  an  indi  in 
length,  on  the  third  finger  of  the  left  hand, 
which  I  received  from  the  iron  railing  I  was 
forced  against,  and  three  buttons  torn  from  my 
vest,  which  my  tailor  will  reinstate  for  6&   His 
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loM  18  a  rent  from  top  to  bottom  of  a  very 
beautiful  black  coat,  which  cost  the  ruffian  forty 
dollars,  and  a  blow  on  the  iace,  which  may 
have  knocked  down  his  throat  some  of  hb  infei^ 
nal  teeth,  for  anything  I  know.  Balance  in  my 
lavour,  «39  dollars  94  cents. 

<<<As  to  intimidating  me,  or  changing  my 
course,^  proceeds  Mr,  Bennett,  *the  thing  can* 
not  be  done.  Neither  Webb  nor  any  other  man 
can  or  shall  intimidate  me.  I  tell  the  honest 
truth  in  my  paper,  and  leave  the  consequences 
to  God  Could  I  leave  them  in  better  hands  ? 
I  may  be  attacked — I  may  be  assailed — I  may 
be  kille4 — ^I  may  be  murdered,  but  I  never  will 
abandon  the  cause  of  truth,  morals,  and  virtue^ 
It  b  not,  nor  ever  was,  in  James  Watson  Webb 
to  intiinidate  or  frighten  from  the  exercise  of  hb 
rights  James  Gordon  Bennett  If  the  public 
authorities  do  not  choose  to  protect  the  peace 
of  the  city,  and  secure  peaceable  men  in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  rights,  I  shall  carry  arms  for 
my  OW31  protection. 

^  *  Hereafter  I  shall  be  obliged  to  carry  wei^ 
pons  to  defend  my  person,  and  if  he  gets  killed 
in  the  street,  the  blood  be  upon  hb  own  head.' 

^  After  insinuating  that  hb  antagonist  b  madj 
die  writer  in  the  <  Herald'  proceeds — 

^  *Out  of  pity  to  the  poor  maniac^  I  shall  to» 
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day  make  an  applicatioii  to  the  CommiafliaiMn 
of  Bellevue  Asylum,  and  humanely  request  Mr. 
John  Targee,  the  worthy  head  of  that  establirii- 
ment,  to  take  him  into  his  custody— to  give  Um 
good  lodgings — to  treat  him  kindly — and  by  all 
means  to  haye  his  head  shorn,  and  every  bit  of 
his  whiskers  shaved  o£  With  the  help  of  Hea- 
ven and  tropical  bathings,  T  may  be  the  means  of 
restoring  poor  Webb  to  his  long-lost  senses. 
-May  Heaven  grant  it !    Amen/ 

**  The  writer,  after  modestly  comparing  Unuself 
to  Socrates,  goes  on  telling  of  the  inward  prompt- 
ings of  his  ■  ■  .  *  I  hear  a  voice,  as  it  were, 
from  heaven,  by  morning,  noon,  and  nighty  cry- 
ing me  onward  in  Ae  cause  of  truth,  morals, 
and  civilization.  In  the  mazes  of  Wall  Street — 
amid  the  solemn  chandngs  of  TVinity-«4n  all 
places  of  public  resort,  where  the  pretty  mil- 
liner girls  in  town  fish  for  lovers  —  at  the 
kissing  academy  in  Sullivan  Street,  in  the 
midst  of  the  very  smack — nay,  even  at  Aat 
graceless  fellow's  theatre,  Hamblin  the  bunft- 
bug, — this  voice  is  continually  sounding  in  my 
ear,  like  the  distant  voice  of  many  waters,  al- 
most articulated  into  words,  '  Go  on ;  the  day  of 
another  Athenian  civilization  is  at  hand — a  new 
Athens  will  again  arise  in  another  land;  the 
barbarian  and  brute  who  wears  whiskers^  and 
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attempts  to  boat  down  tratb,  will  himeelf  bo 
struck  to  the  earth.'  ** 

I  have  seldom  r^  anythiog  more  rich  than 
tfai&  It  is  truly  amusing  to  see  how  ^  Editor 
James  Gordon  Bennett^ '  assumes  that  the  ^angela 
and  spirits  in  heaven  "  took  such  a  special  interest 
in  him,  instead  of  siding  with  the  rival  editor, 
James  Watson  Webb,  of  the  '  Courier  and  In> 
quirer.^  The  injury,  too,  which  James  Gordon 
Bennett  did  to  the  <'  very  beautiful  black  coat** 
of  his  *^  rufSan""  rival,  which  cost  forty  dollars^ 
while  his  own  wardrobe  only  sufiered  to  the  ex« 
tent  of  the  loss  of  three  buttons,  ^  which  any 
tailor  would  reinstate  for  sixpence^**— is  men* 
tinned  with  inimitable  eiEdct  Hie  comparative 
pecuniary  damage  which  the  martial  editors 
sustained  is  given,  no  doubt,  with  great  impart 
tiality.  Poor  Editor  James  Watson  Webb  seems 
to  have  bem  sadly  ^^puniahed,''  even  siqppos- 
ing  there  bad  be^  no  ground  £>r  the  &ct 
hypothetieally  put  by  James  Gordon  Bennett, 
namdy,  that  the  blow  he  gave  his  rival  had 
M  knocked  some  of  his  infernal  teeth  down  his 
throat''  Then  comes  die  <'  humane  "  wish  to 
see  Editor  James  Watson  Webb  safely  deposited 
in  ^good  lodgings,'' — ^wbich,  being  translated  into 
yet  plainer  English,  means  a  lunatic  asylum,— 
«*  with  his  head  shorn  and  every  bit  of  his 
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iviiiskers  AswetLT  The  last  is  the  ivont  eat  of 
tH  Depend  on  it  that  James  Watson  Webb  is 
mordinately  piroud  of  his  whiskers — as  much  so^ 
no  doubt,  as  Mrs.  Hofland's  celebrated  Rxisrian 
hero  was.  He  of  the  <  New  York  Heidd' 
knows  that  tibe  whiskers  are  the  sore  point  mA 
lum  of  die  <  New  York  Inquirer/  anc^  hence  his 
description  of  the  hitter  as  *<  the  bsibarian  and 
brute**  whose  whiskers  should  be  shayedr  James 
Gordon  Bennett*  in  conclusion^'depicts  in  glowing 
colours  the  useful  results  which  are  likdy  to 
aecme  from  hb  exertions  in  ihe  cause  of  **tniti^ 
morals,  and  civilization.**  Not  only  wiB  the 
^  barbarian  and  brute  viho  wears  wfaisken  be 
struck  to  the  earthy**  but  <^  tiie  day  of  another 
Atheidan  dviUsation  is  at  hand.^ 

This  giaphie  description  of  a  tnms-Atlsiilie 
editorial  scuffle  has  seduced  me  mto  a  sh«rt  d^- 
gresflion.  I  now  return  to  eur  melro|irihan 
e£tors  and  newspapers.       ^ 

Accustomed  as  tiie  editors  of  London  new»- 
papers  are  to  take  a  conspicuous  pirt  m  aD 
kmds  of  moital  oonfficts,  one  wouM  dmik  they 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  insensible  to  any 
attacks  made  on  them  in  their  eharacter  of  joor- 
naUalB.  This  is  the  &ct  in  many,  pevfaaps  m 
meet  cases ;  but  by  no  means  in  alL  I  know 
Ae  editor  of  an  oldNcstaUished  London  papers 
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Umself  for  many  yean  a  keen  disputant  in  the 
pelidcal  arena— who  felt  a  sort  of  horror  when 
Cobbett  threatened  to  attack  hhn,  and  who  sen- 
iibly  amarted  under  every  vigorous  assault  made 
on  hmL  I  know  another,  who,  having  been 
aeverely  handled  in  a  review  of  a  work  of  his, 
which  appeared  in  an  obscure  periodical  long 
nneeextbctyfelt  so  sore  on  the  subject,  that  he 
went  to  the  pubfishers  with  a  view  of  getting 
llie  name  of  the  author,  in  order  that  he  might 
l^ve  him  a   sound    cudgelling.    ^  Who's  the 

writer  of  that  article  abusing  the  author  of 

in  sudi  unmeasured  terms?"  said  the  indignant 
journalist  to  tlie  publisher,  as  he  entered  the 
shop  of  the  latter.  The  question  was  put  in 
€be  usually  blunt  manner  of  the  editor,  and 
^thout  any  previous  ^*  How  do  yoli  do?*  or 
edler  courteous  expression. 

*^  What  right.  Sir,  have  you  to  inquire  V  said 
the  vender  of  the  periodical  in  which  the  dha^ 
mve  article  appeared. 

**  %r,  I  am  the  person  so  grossly  abused." 

^  We  never,  in  such  cases,  give  up  the  names 
of  our  writers.  It  is  nothing  but  fior  criticism ; 
Bothing  but  fiiir  criticism,  Sir."* 

^  I  tell  you,  Sir,"  said  the  journalist^  with  an 
anpfaasis  expressive  of  the  deepest  indignation, 
^  I  tell  you,  SKr,  it  is  grossly  abusive  of  me  per- 
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ioiially;  and  I  demand  the  name  of  the  Ubet 
ler.'' 

<<  Never  give  up  the  names  of  writers,  Sir ; 
never  give  up  the  names  of  writers,*  observed 
the  publisher,  stroking  his^ehin^  and  otherwise 
qypearing  to  take  the  matter  000II7. 

«<^  You  don*t  I  Then»  Sir,  I  hold  ymt^  as  the 
publisher,  responsible,^  said  the  journalist^  at 
the  same  time  swaggering  through  the  shop^  and 
stamping  two  or  three  times  with  his  walking 
eane  on  the  floor* 

«  Sir,  I  really  think  you  are "" 

^  There  is  no  use^"  said  the  journalist,  inter- 
rupting the  frightened  publisher,  and  signifi- 
cantly eyeing  him  through  his  pair  of  glasses : 
^  there  is  no  use  in  having  words  on  the  sub- 
ject Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  give  up  the  name 
of  the  slanderer?^  contmued  he^  raising  his 
voice  to  a  pitdi  worthy  of  Stentor  himsel£ 

^<  Sir,  Sir,**  stammered  the  alarmed  vender  xxf 
periodical  literature,  ^  will  you  allow  me  to ** 

^  I  will  allow  nothing.  Sir ;  say  at  onc^"^  ob- 
served the  enraged  journalist^  at  the  same  time 
brandishing  his  stick  in  his  &ce,  ^  say  at  once 
whether  you  will  give  up  the  name  of  the  author 
or  not" 

^  <<  Mr.  Jones  P  said  the  publisher,  quite  in  the 
•*  York,  you're  wanted  T  style,  at  the  same  tame 
looking  significantly  towards  the  door  of  a  small 
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Toom,  widdi  was  the  office  of  the  periodical,  at 
libe  back  of  the  premises. 

^  Did  you  call  me,  Sir?^  said  a  ragged  broken- 
down  looking  figure,  quivering  on  his  pedestab 
with  fright,  and  holding  the  door  of  his  sanctum 
0€metorum  in  his  hand. 

^  This  gentleman  is  the  author  of , 

and  he  wants  to  see  you  on  the  subject  of  your 
review  of  the  work.'* 

The  reviewer,  looking  with  dismay  at  tfie  jour- 
nalist, made  a  slight  bow,  and  advanced  two  or 
three  steps  tremblingly  towards  the  centre  of 
the  shop. 

^So»  Sir,*"  said  the  joumafist^  raising  his 
walking-cane  from  the  floor,  and  assuming  an 
attitude  well  calculated  to  frighten  the  poor  re- 
viewer out  of  Ihs  wits — "  So,  Sir,  you  are  the 
person  who  has  poured  out  all  this  scurrility  on 
ma    I  should  like  to  know ^ 

"  I  do  assure  you.  Sir,**  interrupted  the  re^ 
viewer,  in  a  tone  and  manner  which,  with  his 
ragged  starved-like  appearance,  would  have 
softened  the  heart  of  Nero  himself;  ^  I  do  as- 
sure you.  Sir,  I  am  hea^ly  sorry  to  think  I 
have  given  you  oBknce/* 

The  joumidist's  indignation  at  the  abuse 
faeaped  on  him  gave  place  to  a  feeling  of  pity 
for  tlie  abusing  party,  when  he  saw  the  tattered. 
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condition  of  his  wardrobe  and  bis  destitute  ap* 
pearance  generally ;  and,  instead  of  laying  Us 
cane  unsparingly  on  bis  person,  as  be  bad  fully 
intended,  he  put  bis  hand  into  bis  pocket  and 
gave  him  a  sovereign,  cautioning  bim  at  the 
same  time,  when  be  next  cut  up  a  book,  to  be 
more  guarded  in  the  use  of  epithets  abusive  of 
the  author. 

Hie  editor  of  a  newspaper,  if  you  may  credit 
bis  own  columns,  is  a  man  of  many  joys  and 
^nrows  mii^led  together  in  pretty  equal  pro* 

^p^ons.  <<  It  is  with  extreme  regret**  he  an* 
Bounces  deaths  of  persons  of  whose  existenee 
b»  never  beard  He  apprises  bis  readers  **  with 
the  most  painful  feelings^  of  some  serious  aoci- 

'  dwt  which  has  occurred  in  some  remote  part  of 
Ifae  oGuntryr  though  be  knows  notlung  ttitber  of 
IbesulKirer,  or  of  the  topography  of  the  place  in 
which  the  said  accident  ha|q>ened.  But  die 
fitt  i%  that  the  editor  is  a  man  of  uniTcrsal 
philanthropy:  his  sympatliy  with  the  dfistresses 
Df  his  fellQW  bmngsy  is  only  limited  by  the 
confines  of  intdligent  creati<m*  He  obeys 
the  scriptural  injanctkm  (on  p&per)  of  going  to 
the  house  of  mournings  and  sorrowing  with  those 
who  sorrow.  But  then  immediately  above  or 
under  the  paragraph  in  whidi  the  editor  is  re* 
prssented  as  orerwhehnsd  with  sorow,  you  find 
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lum  ^  extremely  happj"  in  announcing  to  his, 
zeaden  that  somebody  or  other  has  aucceeded 
to  a  large  fortune,  or  been  appointed  to  a  good 
place.  The  aources  of  his  joys  are  thus  as 
numerous  as  those  of  his  sorrows.  What  a  sin- 
gularly componnded  being  he  must  be  thus  to 
participate  equaHyi  and  at  the  same  moment, 
in  die  joys  and  soirows  of  the  whole  human 
lace !  Extremes  are  said  to  meet:  in  the  caae 
of  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  they  are  never 
parted.  His  mind,  or  at  any  rate  his  columns^ 
ie  a  world  in  miniature  of  pleasures  and  pains-— 
happiness  and  misery. 

The  newspaper  is  incomparably  the  noblest 
and  most  useful  purpose  to  which  the  iuTention 
of  printing  has  been  turned.  It  is  by  fiur  the 
most  glorious  of  the  triumphs  which  typography, 
in  all  probability,  is  destined  to  achieve.  The 
newspaper  pre-eminently  comes  home  to  the 
bunness  and  bosoms  of  men.  Talk  of  the  varied 
information  and  utility  of  the  cyclopsedias  and 
almanacks !  Why,*  these  publications  are  not  to 
be  mentioned  in  the  same  breatiii  with  die  news- 
paper; it  addresses  itself  to  your  immediate 
wants ;  affords  you  that  information,  without 
wfaicb  you  could  not  spend  even  the  day  on 
which  you  have  entered,  with  any  degree  of 
cawScfrfk    Defrive  na  of  our  newspaperr^  and  • 
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greater  calamity  could  not  bebl  us.  Life  wttb- 
out  them  would  scarcely  be  worth  the  haring;. 
What  to  the  man  aiocustomed  to  Ids  morning 
paper,  along  with  his  rolls  and  butter,  would  be 
bis  breakfast  without  one?  Speak  to  this  point, 
ye  subscribers  to  the  morning  journals,  who  have 
occasionally,  through  heavy  debates  in  parlia- 
ment, important  expresses  received  at  a  late  hour, 
or  other  causes,— ^been  deprived  of  your  paper 
until  eleven  or  twelve  o^dock, — say,  have  you  not, 
in  such  cases,  spent  a  most  miserable  morning? 
Has  not  yoiur  breakfiast  been  deprived  of  its  usual 
relish?  Have  not  even  the  smiling  faces  of 
the  members  of  your  family,  supposing  you  to 
be  married,  lost  the  charm  which  they  possesB 
at  all  other  times?  The  newspaper  is  bow  be- 
come a  necessary  of  life^  Its  uses  are  innume- 
rable ;  it  addresses  itself  to  its  readers  as  intel- 
lectoal  men,  as  memberB  of  the  body  politic^  and 
as  private  individuals.  It  is  the  first  to  inform 
them  of  any  new  discovery  of  importance  in  the 
science  of  mind  It  points  out^  by  its  reviews, 
its  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  literary  and 
scientific  societies^  its  advertisements,  &c.  every- 
thing of  interest  which  transpires  in  the  repub- 
lic of  letters.  As  to  politics,  again,  it  is  pre- 
eminently its  province  to  communicate  the  am- 
plest infinrmation  regarding  them.    Whatever 
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bean,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  on  the  destH 
tiies  of  the  nation,  ia  to  be  found  in  the  columns 
of  the  newspaper.  To^  all  such  matters  it 
has  an  eagle  eye;  and  not  to  the  politics  of 
this  country  only,  but  to  those  of  the  whole 
dvilised  world.  Read  your  newspaper  carefully, 
and  it  is  your  own  &ult  if  you  have  not  a  clear 
view,  without  rising  off  your  chair,  of  the  state 
'of  matters  in  all  parts  of  the  globe.  Iwas.mudi 
struck  with  an  obseryation  which  a  pious  Baptist 
minister  made  some  years  ago  to  a  friend  of 
mine,  when  on  a  visit  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
A  newspaper  having  been  brought  into  the  room, 
he  held  out  his  hand  to  receive  it,  saying,  ^  Be 
kind  enough  to  let  me  have  it  for  a  few  minutes^ 
till  I  see  how  the  SupremjD  Being  is  governing 
the  world  t  "^  A  more  forcible  or  felicitous  expres- 
eion,  as  appHed  to  a  newspaper,  could  not  be 
employed.  The  newspaper  is  indeed  a  mirror 
in  which  you  see  reflected  the  mode  in  whidi 
tiie  Deity  administers  the  affimrs  of  the  woiM. 
As  regards  its  readers,  considered  in  their  capa» ' 
city  of  priyate  individuals,  the  newspaper  is  an 
article  of  the  greatest  importance.  What  scnrt 
of  information  does  any  one  want?  Be  what 
it  may,  he  is  sure  to  find  it  among  its  uniyer- 
aally  varied  contents.  Is  he  a  fimdholder,  and 
is  desirous  to  see  whether  the  particular  kind  of 
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Stock  be  holds  is  ^  looking  up^**  or  <<  on  tiie  d»- 
dine?*'  Let  him  go  to  the  column  set  apart  for 
<<  Gty  Intelligence,^  and  there  be  will  at  once 
meet  with  the  information  he  desires.  Has  he 
been  ^  speculating"  in  the  railways^  the  joint* 
stoqk  banking  companies,  the  nuning  associa* 
tions,  &C9  and  is  anxious  to  see  whether  the 
sbares.are  at  a  premium  or  discount;  or  in  other 
words,  what  is  the  present  aspect  of  his  specur- 
lation  f  Let  him  consult  the  same  authority,  and 
it  will  afford  him  the  information  of  which  he  is 
in  quest  Is  he  a  c^^italist,  and  looking  out  for 
the  most  eligible  investment  ?  Let  him  caiefialljr 
scan  the  columns  of  a  newspaper,  and  th^  will 
acquaint  him  with  ey«ry  cmceivable  investment 
wluch  may  be  made, — ^Bank  stock,  all  sorts  of 
joint^tock  property*  landed  estates,  houses,  &c. 
&C.9  leafing  it  to  his  own  judgment  to  decide  as 
lo  which  of  die  various  competitors  for  his  eapt» 
tsl,  affords  the  safest  and  most  profitable  inveet^- 
meat  Has  the  reader  money  to  lend?  Let  him 
look  to  the  newqpaper,  and  he  will  hear  of  plenty 
of  borrowers.  Or  does  be  want  to  bonowa  oer* 
tain  amount  himself?  Let  him  have  reoourse  to 
the  same  oracle^  and  it  will  inform  him  of  partiee 
who  will  be  happy  to  accommodate  him,-?-becaaae 
m  so  doing  they  will  be  accommodating  then^ 
selves— ptovided  he  can  give  them  therequinfee 


itizedbyGodgle 


CaSVERAL  imtA»¥lli  901 

•eeurity.  If  the  reader  is  in  vant  of  a  senrant^ 
code,  maid  of  all  work,  footman,  coachman,  gar- 
dener, porter,  errand«boy,  or  anything  else, — let 
him  be  off  instantly  to  his  newspaper,  and  there 
he  will  find  such  numbers  of  persons  ^  wanting 
plaees,"  and  all  haraqf  ^  nndeniable  characters 
fromdieir  last  employers,"  that  he  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  picking  and  chooaing  so  as  to  soil 
faimsell  Does  he  want  a  tutor  hr  his  innily  ? 
He  win  find  a  host  of  pemonages  in  one  of  tlia 
advertising  eoimoons,  all  oflbriag  tO'do  th»  yieiy 
•enrice  he  wants  performed.  Does  lie  want  a 
kouse?  There  sre  seov^  of  Aem,  in  the 
newspapera  in  all  parts  of  the  town  and  «u1n 
mha,  and  at  all  rents.  Possibly,  being  «  sin* 
gle  man,  or  one  of  <<  a  newly-married  oonpley** 
he  would  prefer  board  or  fomiafaed  lodgings. 
Very  well ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  his  wish 
being  gratified.  There  are  dozens  of  ^^respectable 
fiuiilies,''  who  will  receive  him  to  board,  and 
hundreds  of  houses  **  genteelly  furnished,'*  whose 
doors  are  open  to  the  young  couple  at  a  mo* 
derate  rent^— and  no  lack  of  promises  of  atten- 
tion to  their  comfort,  to  the  bargain.  Are  you 
m,  stranger  in  London  about  to  depart  for  Indiat 
and  wish  to  find  out  the  vessel  which  sails  ear- 
Itost  7  You  need  not  take  a  cab  down  to  the 
Docks  to  inqmre,  and,  in  addition  to  the  expense^ 
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and  inconyenienoe^  nin  the  risk  of  a  brdcen 
neck ;  you  will  get  the  information  widiout  stfa^ 
ring  from  your  apntmenty  by  glancing  your  eye 
^OYcr  the  adyertiBing  columns  of  your  newspa- 
per. There  you  will  find  that  <<The  Triumph^ 
600  t0DS»  Captain  Thomas  Green,"  or  some 
oAer  ship  equally  excellent^  starts  in  a  day  or 
two  for  the  very  place  to  which  you  are  desdii- 
ed.  Do  you  wish  to  start  finr  any  part  of  the 
country,  and  would  find  out  Ihe  coach  wUkh 
win  suit  you  best,  wiAout  much  trovMe?  To 
yournewspaper,  as  Hamlet  saysto  Opheliawben 
oiging  her  to  shut  herself  up  from  the  world 
in  a  nunnery, — ^to  your  newspapei;  and  yba 
w31  at  once  obtain  the  information  you  want* 
<<The  Telc^^ph"  or  some  other  <<Yekel,"  (vehi- 
cle,) as  the  coachmen  say^starts  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  suits  you  best  But  it  were  an 
endless  task  to  specify  the  uses  of  the  news- 
paper. Are  you  unwell?  No  matter  what 
yout  complmnt,  or  however  near  the  gates 
of  death,  you  will  find  some  one  advertising 
nostrums  which,  if  you  are  inclined  to  taka 
his  word  for  it,  will  infallibly  woik  an  inoh- 
mediate  and  entire  cure.  If  your  wife  is  dj^ 
mgf  and  you  wish  to  look  out  for  an  undertaker, 
go  by  all  means  to  your  newspaper,  and  you  will 
xud  of  dozens  who  ^perform  funerals."    Or 
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are  you  haunted  with  Ae  fear  ol  resurredioiH 
men,  after  your  own  bodies  shall  have  been  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  house?  Consult  your  orack^ 
the  newspaper,  and  you  will  read  of  the  Harrow 
Cemetery,  where,  on  the  payment  of  a  small 
sum,  your  bones  shall  assuredly  rest  quite  secure 
till  the  crack  of  doom.  Tbere  is, -in  fine,  no  con* 
o^ivable  information  which  you  will  not  find  m 
its  ecdumns ;  you  can  have  no  want,  but  it  wiM 
point  out  to  you  the  means  of  supplying  it,  pio» 
Tided  always  the  means  exist*  Every  line  is 
pregnant  with  information  of  some  kind  or  other. 
The  Delphic  oracle  h^d  no  pretensions  to  the 
name,  compared  with  the  newspaper.  The  in* 
fi>rmati(m  of  the  former  was  limited,  as  well  as 
cften  false:  that  of  the  latter  is  unlimited;  item* 
braces  every  subject  both  in  the  world's  busuieas 
and  the  world's  philosophy.  Its  comprehensive 
grasp  takes  in  everything  on  earth;  aye,  and 
many  things  which  are  not^of  the  earth.  The 
most  momentous  and  most  trifling  matters 
are  all  attended  to  by  the  newspaper.  .  It  em* 
braces  all  events  which  occur,  from  a  revdution 
in  the  State  down  to  the  election  of  a  parish 
beadle.  While  paying  due  attention  to  the  {hto- 
ceedings  in  Parliament,  it  does  not  forget  to 
chronicle  those  at  the  Radical  meetbigs  of  some 
half  dosen  of  the  unwashed  in  Mr.  Savagi^a 
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*Mechtmct  Inatitation,  Gnm-Hknei!  laj 
poMtien  witli  Ae  speedes  cf  Loid  Mdbomi^ 
tbe  Duke  of  WeUbgton,  ad  Lofd  Lyndlunly 
in  one  hnmcsh  of  the  l^gidAtare,  and  lliote  of 
Lord  Joba  Riuaea  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  Ifae 
odwiV— fou  haTe  ^  sediCkMuliayatigaee  of  Dr. 
Wade  iiid  lib  democratkai  compatriots  at  Now  fl^ 
Theobald'MMd.  The  fema  ifl»  thai  the  editon 
of  a  sewip^Mr  are  aime  thejr  ha(ve  a  modej 
aaMoibh^  of  readera^  and  therefora  tfaey  ttoat 
db  tiie  beat  Ihey  can  to  pleaae  every  variety  of 
pakte.  •  It  ia  no  kaa  tequiaite  ttiat  the  laate  of 
the  polilMiaa  who  awigs  Us  pint  of  poitar  in  the 
tap^yoom ;  or  gulps  to  use  one  of  Mr.  OeavaTa 
i«na»  hie  muddy  ciip  of  ooffiw^  be  saited,--4faaii 
that  of  the  member  of  the  Caiiton  CSub  or  of 
firookea*.  And  not  oidy  ia  the  nenepaper  uuk 
veraal  as  regaids  the  number  of  anbjecttf  it  eto> 
hnooB,  it  is  ako  ever  vratdiAd.  It  never  loses 
eight,  for  one  moment  of  any  subject  to  wUdi 
it  has  ever  called  attention,  so  long^  as  it  pen- 
aeasee  any  pubtic  interest  It  is  the  same  wttfi 
individnab  of  consequence.  It  tracks  them  with 
dogged  perseverance  from  the  cradle  to  tlie 
grava  It  registers  their  birth;  it  teVs  you 
when  they  have  attained  their  majority;  it  an- 
nounces tfietr  mairiage ;  accompanies  them  in 
lhair  honey-moon  excurrion ;  informs  you  of  Ae 


itized  by  Google 


^^BMEftAL  nUIAAU.  9W 


dteonttanet— tii%t  b^  'wfam  the  parties  are  eo 
fHrtuiiato*--of  ^har  getting  aa  bar  or  heirtaa; 
makes  m  fegular  eatiy  of  the  births  of  all  sne- 
oeedkig  sons  and  daughters  to  the  end  of  the 
ehapter;  pajrs  due  attentiien  toeverythuig  eiitof 
Ih^  heatent  trade  of  life ;  is  most  esempkrj  m 
pnicfaiiiBHRg  their  noes  ssurilas  dieir  virtiies; 
afprinri  jrou  of  their  deeth»  aaddieeixcanstBnoes 
uriUk^  it  took  plaee^o-whether  in  tfe 
>  of  natare  or  bjr  the  penon's  own  hand^ 
w  bfthe  faasids  of  aone  odier  ptfty.  It  wete 
iatpoasibls^  tadeed^  far  anjilug  to  escsed  lbs 
f^iieiiee  of  <be  new^wper;  nolhiag^  poei- 
livi^  lM>tUb[ig>  of  any  importanoe  to  aiqrbo^ 
eeeepes  its  e?«r  walcUiil  eje.  But  the  import-^ 
aaoe  aad  hitersst  of  the  newqwper  aie  not  sdi^ 
ly  oipiog  to  the  ehametsar  of  ite  eontents :  i(i 
farm,  and  the  aaMsing  rapidity  of  its  transBfii»* 
sion  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  are  dnuas^ 
stanoes  whidi  give  a  great  edrentilious  yalue  to 
it*  In  the  ease  of  other  publications^  howerer 
int^estisg  the  contents^  you  here  to  turn  orer  a 
great  many  leaves,  owing  t^  the  inoonrenienea 
of  their  fenn,  in  seuehing  far  the  infmnatiQii 
you  want  Not  so  with  the  newqiaper;  it 
spreads  out  ij»  Taried  and  copiotts  stores 
atonoe  before  you,  so  that  your  eye  rangaa 
over  its  contents  at  a  fav  gknees.    Books  and 
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otber  puUi^aticms  only  find  their  way  ema  into 
local  circulatioD,  slowly:  it  require  months,  how- 
ever valuable,  before  they  can  be  generally  seen. 
The  newspaper  is-m  the  hands  of  every  body  widK 
in  a  circuit  of  many  miles,  the  instant  it  issuet 
fromthe  press,  t  have  often  been  anased  at  tba 
rapidity  with  wbidi  a  newspaper  reaches  tbs 
hmds  of  its  local  subBcribers.  It  is  one  of  tfaa 
great  tnomphs  of  good  anrangemoits,  coafded 
with  great  exertions,  to  do  the  thing  expe&- 
tiously.  £lven  the  readers  of  newspapers  in  the 
nnnotest  parts  of  the  kingdom,  may  be  said  to 
have  them  instantaneously.  In  the  riiort  qiaoe 
^  three  days,  through  our  admirable  post-oiice 
arrangements,  they  are  spread  over  ibe  length 
and  breadlh  of  the  liEnd  Hence  their  news  ia  in 
reality  news :  were  the  transmission  of  a  news- 
paper impeded,  it  would  deprive  it  of  half  its 
interest 

In  the  above  sketch  of  the  contents  of  a  news- 
paper, I  have  glanced  indiscriminately  at  the  ad- 
vertisement and  intelligence  departments.  There 
are  some  people  who  never  think  of  looking 
into  the  advertbement  columns  of  a  journal,  at 
all.  To  me,  on  the  contraiy,  the  advertisements 
of  a  London  newspaper  constitute  the  most  in- 
teresting part  of  its  contents.  If  you  would 
study  human  nature  under  circumstanees  most 
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&vourabIe  for  an  accurate  judgmenf^  go  by  all 
means  to  the  advertisements  of  a  Losidonnewik 
paper.  There  you  will  find  it  exhibited  under  aU 
its  varied  phases,  Adrertisements  are  infinitely 
better  instructors,  as  to  the  opinions,  habits,  and 
tendencies  of  the  human  mind,  than*  the  woilca 
of  our  most  pntfound  philosophers.  The  latter 
only  describe  human  nature  speculatiToIy:  in 
the  adrertiaing  columns  (rf  a  London  newspapei^ 
you  see  it  practically  ezempUfied.  I  take  • . 
morning  paper  of  the  20th  of  June^ — ^the  day  on 
which  I  write  this, — and  what  do  I  find  in  the 
department  filled  with  advertiaements  ?  Were 
I  to  attempt  to  do  justiee  to  these  adver- 
tisements, it  would  take  up  a  volume  as  large  as 
the  one  now  in  the  hands  of  the  reader.  J^et 
meglanceata  few  of  these  advertisements.  My 
eye  first  rests  on  a  column  in  which  I  find  no 
fewer  than  eighteen  governesses  all  wantii^ 
situations.  A  governess  I  In  most  cases  the 
term  b  but  another  name  for  slavery  and  indig- 
nity  combined.  I  can  easily  perceive^  from  the 
tone  which  pervades  thdr  advertisements,  that 
these  young  unprotected  creatures,  are,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  the  daughters  of  men  who  ha?« 
moved  in  a  respectable  sphere  of  hfe^  but  have 
either  been  reduced  in  circumstance^  or  been 
lemoved  by  dea&;  and  therefore  they  are  obUgi^d 
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%o  support  flien»elve8.  I  can  also  easily  peroem 
that  tbej  ase  erf  a  modest. and  retiring  disposi- 
tiop,  and  that  no&ing  but  dire  necessity  com- 
pels them  to  appear  in  the  columns  of  a  news- 
paper.   Theie  are^  however,  exceptions  to  every 
nde ;  aiid»  among  the  advertisements  to  which  I 
refer,  I  obeenre  one  young  Miss,  who  has  the 
most  exalted  notions  of  her  own  qtialifications^ — 
ten  times  as  great,  I  wiH  answer  for  i^  as  the 
.mother  of  the  daughters  whom  die  miy  be  em- 
ployed to  teaehy  will  have  when  she  has  had 
two  or  diree  montiu^  trial  of  her.   She  is,  taking 
her  own  woid  fbr  it,  perfectly  mistress  of  the 
IVendi,  German,  Italian,  and  all  modeiii  lan- 
guages,— ^wbidx  die  speaks  witii  tiie  purity  of  the 
natives.    Her  musical  talents  are  not  to  be  sur- 
passed; imd,  in  drawing,  she  is  perfectHy  unri- 
valled   To  crown  all,  she  is  of  a  most  amiable 
dBspomtion.     Conceit,  the  ruling  passion,  is  as 
strong  in  the  dozen  lines  her  advertisement  occu- 
pies, as  it  were  possible  it  could  be  made  appear  in 
that  limited  space.    In  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  this  advertisement  I  find  another,  ktimating 
iSiat  ^  K  FVench  governess  Is  wanted.    No  En- 
^ish  lady  n^ed  apply.**      Here  is  stupidity. 
What  BngHA  lady  would  think  of  applying 
when  a  French   one   was  wanted.      Farther 
dewn  tiie  column,  I  observe  that  «  gardraer 
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and  his  wife  are  wanted  The  latter  must  not 
be  under  forty-fiye  years  of  age>  and  there  must 
be  no  ^  enciunbrance."  Encumbranoei  it  may  be 
light  to  mention,  here  means  children ;  and»  to 
make  assurance  doubly  sure  against  any  future 
encumbrance,  it  is  expressly  stipulated  that  the 
wife  be  forty-five  years  of  i^.  Here  are  pro* 
dence  and  economy  combined, — blended,  it  may 
be,  with  somewhat  of  the  Malthusian  philosophy. 
What  comes  next  ?  **  Mr.  Morgan  has  remofed 
from  42»  Dayies-street,  to  24,  Baker-^eet!" 
Behold  the  aristocratic  disposition!  Theo- 
phrastus  would  have  sought  no  better  jNroof  ol 
Mr.  Morgan  bdng  a  man  of  a  proud  and  haugblgf 
mind«  He  is  a  surgeon,  but  he  is  ashamed 
of  his  profession;  and  yet  he  is  so  poor,  that  he 
must  inform  his  patients  of  the  place  to  which 
be  has  removed,  lest  they  should  not  take  the 
trouble  toinquire^  and  he  be  consequently  deprived 
of  the  privilege  of  bleedifig  them.  I  use  the 
word  in  a  double  sense.  His  pride  will  not 
jdlow  him  to  conv^  the  intimation  in  the  ceor- 
ieous  terms  becoming  Us  dependent  conditiMi. 
It  would  be  a  sad  shodL  to  his  imaginary  dignity 
to  use  the  words,  *^  Begs  leave  respeetfiilly  to 
announce^'' be  <<  M.C  wants  a  place  as  bo«fl»- 
asttc^  where  a  footman  is  kept  P  The  plain 
English  of  this  is,  that  Mary  wants  a  hHsbaMlL 
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not  a  place».  However,  she  will  accept  the 
latter,  to  pave  the  way  for  the  former;  but  she  will 
take  care  that  no  situation  '^suit^  her  where  the 
footman  is  married.  Immediately  below  the  no- 
tification of  the  housemaid,  is  another  to  the 
effect,  that  ^^  A  respectable  young  woman,  aged 
Hhirty,  wants  a  situation  as  cook!"  Here  we 
haye  the  proverbial  reluctance  of  a  single  fomafe 
to  acknowledge  her  real  age  after  she  has  passed 
her  twenty-fifth  year.  Molly  is  forty  years  of 
age,  though  she  sets  herself  down  as  only  thirty. 
I  am  perfectly  certain,  that  if  I  knew  any 
one  who  had  been  acquainted  with  her  for  the 
kst  ten  years, — that  person  would  say,  if  ap- 
pealed to  on  the  subject,  as  Fontenelle  did 
in  the  case  of  the  French  lady,  under  similar 
drcumstanoes, — that  he  could  not  deny  she  wv 
ihurty,  having  constantly  heard  her  say  bo  for 
Ae  last  ten  years.  And  yet*  observe^  she  oaDs 
herself  **  young/*  Yes,  but  who  ever  heard 
an  unmarried  female  admit  the  applicability  of 
the  t^m^^old"  to  her.  Next  comes  <<agood 
eook*^  in  quest  oi  a  situation.  She  is  *<a  woman 
of  sober  habits  P'  As  she  mentiona  no  other 
good  quality  but  that  of  her  sobriety,  it  is  as 
clear  as  any  proportion  in  Euclid,  that  she  is 
a  confirmed  tippler — a  fi«quenter  of  the  gin> 
palaoe%  andmallprobabiUty  a  nativeof  Irelnd. 
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Some  one  has  got  a  capital  aet  of  cfaambera  to 
let  in  Furnirai's  Inn;  ^for  particulars  apply  at 
the  porter's  lodge  T*  It  is  manifest  as  the  noon- 
day sun,  that  the  advertiser  is  a  parsimonioos 
ooaik  He  will  not  even  give  the  *^  particulars  ta 
general,"  as  an  Irishman  would  say,  because  it 
would  put  him  to  two  or  three  shillings  more  esi. 
pense.  However,  let  him  take  his  own  way  of 
it  He  will  find  in  the  end,  that  he  is  one  of 
the  penny  wise,  pound  foolish  gentry.  Had 
he  stated  something  regarding  his  set  of  cham- 
bers, the  chances  were  some  one  might  have  in- 
quired alter  them ;  but  who  will  trouble  thenn 
selves  to  go  and  interrogate  the  porter  on  the 
subject  ?  ^  Andrews  and  Co.  have  just  pub- 
lished a  Guide  to  persons  commencing  House- 
keeping; to  be  had  gratis,  at  their  Complete 
Furnishing  House,  finsbury  Square."  Here 
the  ingenious  and  the  cunning  are  blended  in 
equal  proportions.  ^^  Hie  Guide^  means  no- 
thing more  than  a  recommendatory  list  of  the 
advertisers^  own  articles.  Not  only  does  *<the 
Chiide"  recommend  no  article  which  they  have 
not  for  sale,  but  you  may  stake  your  existenee 
on  it,  that  it  strongly  recommends  as  indispen* 
sable  to  a  properly  furnished  house,  eeary  artida 
which  they  have  to  dispose  o£  See,  again,  in 
tlie  very  next  advertisement^  or  <<ad.''  as  the 
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priBten  call  theiih  the  pompaos  and  inflated 
address  of  the  empiric.  ^  He  cares  not  for  pecu- 
rnxj  reward — not  he;  he  is  actuated  by  the 
noblest  end  most  disbterested  motiyes  in  an* 
nooncing  to  you  that  he  has  for  forty,  or  some 
other  Tory  lengthened  term  of  years^  been  the 
means  of  annually  restoring  to  life  and  happiness 
'so  many  thousand  human  b^gs,  when  on  the 
very  brink  of  the  grave,  and  when  giFen  up  by 
all  other  physicians*  It  is  from  sheer  humaidty 
that  he  forces,  if  he  can,  his  medicine  down 
your  throat,  provided  you  wifl  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  swallow  it  of  your  own  accord  And  there 
is  no  disease  whidi  he  cannot  cure.  He  under* 
takes  to  do  everything  short  of  restoring  ani- 
mation after  the  vital  q>ark  has  fled.  To  throw 
yon  off  your  guard  more  completely  as  to  his 
real  character,  he  is  sure  to  denounce  all  other 
professors  of  the^hedu^  art  as  ^^  heartless  pre- 
tenders." He  thus  traffics  in  hnmani^.  He 
does  not  kill  you  by  vkdent  means  in  order  that 
he  may  rob  you;  the  law  in  tiiat  case  would 
leach  him ;  but  without  a  compunetioiis  viutiiig 
he  will  trifle  with  your  lifie,-and  quietly  adminia- 
ter  his  poison,  till  he  has  sent  you  to  your  gnve, 
in  order  that  he  may  extract  afew  pounds  from 
you.  Do  yon  see  that  advertisement  at  the  top 
ef  the  second  column^  headed,  «<Att  Appeal  to 
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the  Oiaritable  and  Humane**^  and  contaimng  a 
long  detail  of  the  calamities  to  which  the  adver- 
tiser  has  been  subject?  Take  care,  if  you  are 
your  own  friend,  of  your  pockets.  It  is  a  thou- 
sand to  one  but  it  is  either  from  Mbs  Zouch 
herself  or  some  one  of  the  same  dass  of  persona. 
But  the  enumeration  of  the  various  exhibi- 
tions of  human  nature,  as  giren  in  the  adver- 
tising columns  of  a  London  newspaper,  were  an 
endless  task.  To  be  sure,  men  often  endeavour 
to  throw  a  veil,  by  means  of  their  advertisements, 
over  their  real  characters;  but  the  thiog  is  so 
transparent  that  no  man  of  the  slightest  diac?ni- 
ment  can  be  misled  by  it  The  simple  aoly  are 
deceived.  The  man  of  penetration  who  will 
Undertake  the  task  of  carefully  perusing  the  ad- 
vertising columns  of  a  double  sheet  of  'Hie 
Times,'  or  *  The  Morning  Herald,'  will,  as  ^- 
ready  observed,  get,  as  his  reward,  suchaninaight 
Into  human  nature  as  he  will  look  for  in  vain 
in  the  works  of  the  most  distingutahed  philo- 
sophers of  whom  ikt  woddcan  boaab 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  NEWSPAPER  PRESfr-PARLIAMENTART 
REPORTING. 

Influence  of  the  reporters— Fairness  tnd  aecumcy  of 
tlieir  reporto— Number  of  teportert,  and  their  ar- 
rangements—Their literary  qualificatians-JMsdtt. 
guiahed  pefoons,  who  lutve  been,  or  are  reporters 
—The  regularity  which  obtains  among  reportera— 
Reporting  more  a  mechanical  than  an  intellectual 
art— Is  at  times  a  most  arduous  profesMon— Veib&. 
tim  reports  not  judicious  in  the  generality  of  cases 
— Anecdotes  connected  with  the  gallery. 

Trb  ParliamentaYy  Reporting  establishments  of 
the  daily  press  has  been  jocularly  caUed  <*  Hm 
Fourth  Estate."*  The  joke  is  one  of  those  in 
which  there  is  much  more  trudi  than  is  gene- 
rally supposed  Ihe  influence  whidi  the  pai^ 
fiamentaiy  rqxirters  exercise  on  public  opinioa^ 
is  incalculably  great  Everythbg  is  left  to  their 
own  discretion.    They  receive  no  instmcliiMM 
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from  the  proprietors  or  editors  of  the  different 
journals  with  which  they  are  connected,  as  to 
what  is  to  be  reported,  and  what  not;  and  when 
their  reports  are  completed  they  are  handed  to 
the  compositors,  without  the  alteration  of  a 
single  word,  or  anything  in  the  8hi4>e  of  en- 
krgement  or  abridgement  being  suggested  by  the 
editors.  It  is  dear,  therefore,  that  their  power 
to  influence  public  opinion  is  very  great  Hap- 
pily, however,  the  power  which  the  reporters 
thus  possess  is  almost  invariably  exercised  in 
the  right  way.  They  never  allow  private  par- 
tiaKties  or  private  prejudices  to  interfere  with 
their  discharge  of  a  public  duty.  They  al- 
ways take  care  to  proportion  the  length  of  their 
reports  to  the  space  which  the  speaker  fills  in 
the  pubHc  eye,  and  to  the  importance,  or  other- 
wise;, of  the  subject  on  which  he  addresses  the 
House.  And  their  tact  and  judgment  in  this 
respect  axe  remarkable.  They  know  well  wno 
are  the  most  influential  speakers,  and  what  is 
the  measure  of  importance  which  the  public 
attach  to  the  question  discussed 

It  is  true  that  complaints  are  often  made  of 
their  not  reporting  certain  speeches  at  greater 
length ;  but  a  little  in<)[uiry  will  always  discov w 
that  these  complaints  proceed  either  directly 
from  the  particular  members  themselves,  or  in- 
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Sntif  Iftamigh  some  of  tfarir  mo^  intiiiuite 
fiieoda. 

Cofabett,  when  a  member  of  the  House,  used 
to  heap  his  choicest  epithets  of  abuse  on  the 
deroted  heads  of  the  reporters,  because  they  &i 
not  repOTt  erery  word  which  fell  from  him  in 
oomnuttees.  Dr.  Bowring,  towards  the  end  of 
last  sessioii,  evineed  a  disposition  to  snari  at 
them,  ioft  the  same  reason.  Of  all  men  in  the 
worid  the  Doctor  should  be  the  last  to  complain 
of  die  reporters;  far  they  haye  ^srtainly,  on  all 
oocaskms^  given  as  mud  of  his  speediea  as 
those  speeches  were  worth. 

Were  the  reporters  not  to  eaotjse  a  sound 
discretion  as  to  what  speeches  diey  oc^^  to  re- 
port and  what  not,  and  as  to  the  rdathe  length 
at  wfaidk  the  speediea  they  do  report  ought  to 
be  given, — ^the  mass  of  verbiage  and  nonsense 
which  would  daily  appear  in  the  morning  papen^ 
would,  in  the  first  pkoe,  make  their  readers  turn 
away  with  disgust  from  the  parliamentary  re- 
ports;  and,  in  the  second,  cause  th«n  to  give 
up  the  papers  themselves.  This  view  ct  the 
matter  has  been  abundantly  verified  by  experi- 
ence. A  recent  confirmation  of  it  has  been  far- 
nished  by  the  establishment  of  the  <  Mirrw  of 
Parliament'  Huit  journal,  if  so  it  may  be 
called,  was  started  five  or  six  years  i^  far  liia 
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ifowed  ptir{k)Be  of  sttpplying^  what  the  original 
proprietors  conceiyed  a  desideratum  in  fhen^ 
ports  of  the  proceedings  in  Pariiomenty  namefy, 
a  yerbatun  account  of  eyerytliing  spoken  by  hon. 
members.  And  what  has  been  the  residt  of  the 
experiment?  Confessedly  a  yery  serious  loss  to 
the  parties  who  embarked  their  capital  in  the 
speculation.  The  pubSc  neyer  ftlt  llie  least 
dispoBitioii  to  read  more  lengthened  reports  dt 
parliamentary  eloquence  than  Ihose  furnished  in 
Ae  daily  papers :  and  consequently  the  dreuhir 
tion  of  tiie*  ^  MSrror  of  Peurfiament'  has  been^ 
from  tfie  first,  almost  exclusiyely  confined  to 
hon.  members  themselyes,  and  a  few  public  insti*  • 
tufions,  whidi  of  necessity  makes  it  yery  limited* 

I  belieye  that  fi*om  first  to  last  the  money  lost 
in  this  undertddng  does  not  fiiS  mudi  short  of 
7,OM2,  though  the  work  has  only  been  in  exist- 
ence about  seyen  years.  A  considerable  portion 
of  the  amount  has  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  Mi^ 
Alderman  Wbdiester,  late  Lord  Mayor.  He 
was  one  of  the  earliest  proprietors.  When  he 
^  backed  out  **  of  the  concern,  Mr.  Gye^  one  of 
ttie  proprietors  of  Vauxhall  Gardens,  engaged 
to  carry  on  the  publication ;  but  haying  lost  a 
good  deal  of  money  by  it,  he  also  took  the  first 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  die  property  to  other 
parties.    It  is  now  understood  to  be  in  the  hands 

yoL.  II.  L 
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<if  several  Members  of  Parliamaity  of  whom  Hfr. 
Teimfson  lyEyncourt,  the  Member  for  Lam- 
beth, is  said  to  be  the  leading  proprietor. 

Had  the  idea  of  giving  yerbatun  reports  of 
every  speech  deliyered  in  either  House  of  Par* 
fiament^  been  a  good  one— had  the  public  de- 
nied more  copious  reports  than  were  given  in 
die  daily  papers,  the  success  of  the  ^  Mirror  of 
Parliament '  must  have  beien complete;  tor  never 
was  any  plan  more  ably  executed.  To  procure 
the  services  of  the  most  competent  reporters  the 
most  liberal  remuneration  was  given.  For  what 
18 called  a  ^  turn"  cS  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
a  guinea  was,  for  a  long  time^  allowed;  and,  as 
two  or  three  turns  were,  on  an  average,  taken 
every  night  by  each  gentleman  of  the  estab^ab- 
ment^  the  reporters  made  from  ten  to  fifteen 
guineas  per  week.  On  some  occasions,  I  un- 
derstand, some  of  thttn  have  made  as  much  as 
twenty  gumeas  in  one  week.  Of  kte  the  loeees 
.on  the  publication  have  been  so  greats  that  the 
remuneration  for  a  turn  has  been  reduced  to 
lialf  a  guinea.  My  own  impression  is  that  both 
the  public  and  the  proprietors  of  newspapen 
would  be  gainers  by  acurtailment  of  the  length 
at  which  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  in  Pv- 
liament  are  now  given.  It  is  notorious  that 
thousands  of  people,  who  have  neither  leisure 
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nor  indittati<m  to  wade  through  rix  or  twdre 
eohimns  of  ^^resing  speeches^  content  thems^lyev 
with  the  <<  somniaarieB"  *  which  are  given  by  some 
of  tbe  gentlemen  connected  with  the  respective 
newspapers;  so  that  the  space  devoted  to  the 
reports  of  the  prooeedings  is  altogether  lost  to 
them.  I^  however,  more  abridged  rq>ort8  were 
given, — exceplang  in  those  cases  where  the  sur* 
passing  pop  olarity  of  the  speaker,  or  the  abscnrb- 
mg  interest  of  the  subject,  would  justify  greater 
cepioQsnesB, — ev^  reader  woM  have  recourse 
to  the  reports  themselves,  instead  of  trusting 
to  the  summaries,  which  most  necessarily  be 
very  meagre  in  their  information*  - 

A  judidotts  enrtaUment  of  the  speeches  of 
hon.  members  would  be  attended  with  benefieiai 
consequencea  to  the  country.  Were  the  dif- 
ferent journals  to  lay  it  down  as  a  rule^  to  give 
only  the  points  of  a  speech,  and  c$reiully  to  ex- 
dode  all  extraneous  matter  and  mere  verbiage, 


The  practice  of  giving  a  summary  of  tiie  proceed- 
ings in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  is  one  of  recent  in. 
treductiMi  hito  the  iiewspim>ers ;  but  it  is  cerlaioly  one 
of  the  greatest  improvements  which  could  have  been 
made.  It  is,  perhaps^  next  to  the  leading  article,  the 
most  attractive  feature  in  the  daily  journals.  I  be- 
lieve, but  am  not  sure;  that  '  The  Moniing  Herald ' 
was  the  first  to  set  the  example. 

L  2 
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boiK  members  woold  it  onee  be  defirived'  nl 
iimt  BtroDgest  inducement  to  make  leogtbeoed 
baraDgues;  fcr  theft  greatest  ambition  ia  ta 
^shine"  itt  ibepapera  of  the  following  moning; 
and  most  of  diem — ^wemeaa  Ae  fourth  and  fiMfa 
rate  speakers^-feolishly  auppoae  that  there  can 
be  no  greater  jNroof  of  tbe  ability  o£  a  speaker, 
than  the  length  of  hia  spoedu  In  the  piopoaed 
case  of  giring  eondensed  reports,  Ifaey  would  at 
once  come  to  the  resolwtion  of  stiiody  confimug 
tfiemselves  to  the  snliyeet  mider  eoamdecalion; 
and  the  necessary  conseqwenee  woeU  b^  that 
more  tfano  and  attention  wonld  be  devoted  to 
the  real  busitiees  ol  the  couBtsy^ — ^wfaich.  euS^m, 
to  an  extent  of,  whi A  these  nnaopiainted  with 
the  prooeedHngs  in  Purliament  can  hafeno  con- 
cepdooy  from  the  eotisting  praetiee  si  aakiog 
sudi  lengthened  speedies. 

We  often  hear  of  the  advantagea.of  a  drrision 
of  labour.  There  nemr  was  &  more  stiikkig 
illustration  of  this  than  is  furnished  in  the  case 
ai  parliaipentarj  r/qptorjinft  When  Mr.  Perry, 
late  proprietor  <rf  «Tb0  Moxw^  CbroaciiclQ^' 
commenced  Ins  oareer  as  atepoftST)  wUoh.waB 
about  the  year  1780,  the  morning  papers  bad 
only  one  reporter  each.  He  had  to  remaiii  in 
the  House  during  the  whole  of  the  proceedings, 
and  to  give  an  account  of  themi-Hkmere  outline 
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if  >cMi8^^-lNiAi  the  beginning  to  the  end.  'VfMt 
aggniTtfted  die  fedague  and  difficulty  of  tfie  task, 
%a0  the  <nrcite9ta&ce  of  not  being  aHowed  to 
Hake  any  notes  in  the  gallery.  Reporters  were 
Dien  dbUged  to  trust  whdiy  to  memory.  The  en» 
ante  nmnber  of  parUaanentary  reporters  now  on 
Ihe  aaetropoMtaft  newspaper  press,  is  about 
tagifaty.  Upwarcb  of  sixty  of  die  number  aie 
tDB  tbe  mefldttg  papers,  and  die  iremiunder  ott 
Ihe  evening.  T%e  parKaimentaiy  reporting 
e«w]p9  ef  tke  leading  morahug  papers,  varies  from 
tunshe  ti  Mae^k  E^aeh  repoiter  takes  a  turn 
el  tinw-qaarteito  of  an  hour's  duration.  The 
momenil  his  tka%  has  ecpiired,  he  ^piits  the  gal- 
lerjr,  hiB  plaoe  being  takto  by  anotiber,  walks 
dtfwn  to  die  office  of  the  paper  for  which  he  is 
engaged,  whtvebe  MMidb  his  nol^s  in  a  l^Qde 
liand,  and  then  trandei^  the  manuscript,  which 
is  on  small  slips^  written  only  on  one  side^ — to 
die  printer.  Tlie  printer  dtsfributes  the  slips 
tenottg  the  eottipositoiiB.  The  writing  only  on 
one  side^  iK&itates  the  labonr  of  the  oompositora^ 
%Ao^  wkm  UPe  or  Bin  of  diem  Uxe  employed  on 
die  same  reporter's  copy,  always  pnt'his  manti<* 
script  into  types  as  fast  as  he  can  get  it  reiuly. 
When  the  reporter  who  suceeeded  the  first  gen- 
tleman has  been  on  duty  Us  three-quarters  of 
an  boor,  beiardi^edbysome^hiBOoIleagoes» 
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tad  be  also  goes  direcdy  to  the  office  to  write  out 
his  copy  in  a  perfect  haxkL  In  thb  way  the 
.  thing  goes  pn  alphabetically  the  whole  nighty 
until  all  the  reporterd  on  the  diffisrent  estaUisb- 
ments  baveseyerally  bad  their  ^  turns," — ^unkas 
the  House  should  chance  to  rise  before  the  nunt- 
her  is  exhausted.  It  is  but  yery  seUoin  that 
any  of  the  reporters  have  two  turns  on  the  same 
night.  They  only  have  so,  either  when  two  or 
three  of  them  are  absent  bom  ill  health,  or  oa 
other  business,  or  when  boih  Houses  sit  for  some 
considerable  time.  In  that  case  the  i^potrters 
severally  extend  the  duration  of  their  tuni%  in 
either  House,  to  an  hour,— othmrwiae  they  would 
be  requi^  to  take  a  second  turn  hekm  they 
had  written  out  the  first  This  sometiDieB 
happens  even  with  the  hour  turns*  It  so  bapi> 
pens,  either  when  the  speaker  or  the  sulgeet 
has  been  so  important  as  to  raider  &  copious 
report  desirable;  or  when  the  r^KMier*s  notee, 
Virhich  is  pretty  often  the  case^  are  so  confiised 
as  to  prevent  his  reading  them  with  ease. 

When  a  reporter  begins  extemfing  his  notes 
for  the  compositor,  be  writes  at  the  commence^ 
ment  of  his  first  slip  bis  own  name  and  the 
oame  of  the  colleague  whom  he  suooeedi^  m 
this  way— <*  Hammond  foUows  Richards^"  or 
yrbatever  else  the  namea  af  the  partiea  chaneft 
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to  be.  When  he  finishes  his  turn,  he  writes  in 
the  same  way  at  the  end  of  his  slip  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  who  follows  him,  together  with 
his  own.  The  object  of  this  is  to  enable  tlie 
printer  to  arrange  the  copy  given  him  by  the 
Tarious  reporters  in  its  proper  order.  But  for 
this  regulation,  the  speeches  of  the  different 
members  would  be  thrown  into  confusion,  and 
awkward  transpositions  of  the  several  parts  of 
the  same  member's  speech  would  also  occa- 
sionally occur. 

When  a  reporter  takes  copious  notes  of  any 
speech,  it  usually  requires  five  times  the  time 
to  extend  those  notes  in  a  readable  hand,  which 
it  occupied  in  taking  them.  Supposing,  for  in- 
stance, that  a  reporter  has  a  turn  of  an  hour, 
it  wiU  take  fiilly  five  hours  hard  incessant 
labour,  to  extend  his  notes  for  the  printer.  The 
notes  which  a  good  reporter  will  take  in  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  usually  fill,  when  extended^ 
about  two  columns  of  <  The  Hmes.^  In  the 
case  of  Lord  Stanley,  and  some  other  honour* 
able  members,  who  speak  with  much  rapidity, 
the  notes  so  taken  would,  when  written  out  at 
fiill  length,  occupy  two  columns  and  a  half  of 
<  The  Times.* 

Many  of  the  reporters  write  with  much  rapi- 
dity*   It  is  considered  a  great  effort  to  write  a 
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Dolttiiui  of  <  The  Times'  in  two  iMmn  and  « 
half;  but  instances  hai^  been  known  of  its  beiqg 
done  in  two  hours.  Mr*  Serjeant  ^vankie  was 
one  of  the  most  rapid  writers  ever  known  on  the 
pres&  When  a  reporter  on  'Tlie  Morning 
Qirontcle,*  in  Mr.  Parry's  time»  he»  on  one  oo- 
casien,  wrote  a  column  in  an  hour*  To  be  sore, 
the  paper  was  then  much  smaller  in  sise  than  it 
now  is,  and  the  type  much  larger  than  that  now 
used,  but  the  disproportion  was  not  so  great  as 
not  to  entitle  the  effort  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man to  be  regarded  as  the  most  suocesafad  one 
at  rapid  writing  with  which  I  am  affqnainted. 
The  next  moat  successful,  perhaps^  was  that  of 
tibe  Ute  Mr.  William  Godwin,  junior,  wfao»  when 
1^  reporter  five  or  six  years  ago  on  *  The  Mora* 
ing  ChrDnidCf^  wrote  a  column  of  the  then  am 
of  the  paper,  in  an  hour  and  tbree^quaiters.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  cases  towhidil 
fe&r,  'there  was  not  only  the  mere  manual  es^ 
eicise  of  writings  but  also  the  reading  of  the 
notes. 

The  accuracy  and  elegance  with  which  par- 
liamentary speeches  are  generally  giTen»  are 
Jruly  wonderful,  considering  the  disadvantages 
under  which  the  reporters  labour.  In  the  last 
House  of  Commons  they  had  to  contend  against 
the  inconvenience^  of  being  every  two  or  three 
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datorbed  by  ^^staaogen"  spatknf 
inifas gallery;  a&dTeryaAenwOh tbatof baing 
jOBtted  about  by  thelD  whan  ooming  ui  or  going 
aixt  In  iha  pment  Hoaae  tfaey  labour  under 
the  diaadvantage  of  iiot  hearing  tbe  membaai 
diituiGtly irboa  they qpeakfrom  particular  pasta 
of  the  House.  But^  perhaps,  the  crowning  dia* 
advantage  ia  that  of  the  ahertnees  of  the  time 
allowedthcin  to  prepay  Ifaeir  r^itetai  Thay. 
aouat  be  dxawn  out  whenever  the  r^rter  ^la 
the  gallery:  the  eoobtpoaitora  ale  dl  imj^atMit 
fur  oqpy :  he  haa  no  time  to  loae  in  retduchin^ 
aidd  pdishing  hia  alyle.  Tbiit  the  i^^porla 
ahouH  theiefore^  be  euouted  with  se.  toudi 
idelity  and  elegance^  provei^  not  tmly  that  tto 
gentlemen  who  raport  out  parliamentery  prei^ 

that  they  have  acquired  a  gteat  facility  i&  cpnh 
pomtien* 

In  fiiet»  the  gitat  body  of  the  reporters  have 
enjoyed  the  advantagea  of  a  univereity  eduea* 
tkm;  and  many  of  them  beloag  to  the  learned 
fnrofeaBiona.  Several  of  thoee  at  {Nresent  in  the 
gallery  have  been  educated  for  the  Church  oi 
£oc^ttid»  the  Church  erf  So<^laad|  and  the 
Church  of  Rome.,  Some  of  them  have  been  re» 
gularly  ordained,  and  have  only  been  iaduoed 
to  tun  their  attantion  to  reporting^  becauaa 
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dwjr  bKft  no  immediate  proepect  of  obtaiiapy 
a  respectable  Imng  in  the  dnirehee  to  trtnch 
they  respectively  belcmg.  Among  the  reporten 
«re  sereral  pbysidans  and  suzgeooB;  while  a 
tety  laige  proportion  of  them  are  either  Bar* 
Tt8tor8*at->Law,  or  young  mmi  studying  &r  the 
bar. 

Some  of  the  rsporterB  at  present  in  llie  gal- 
levy  are  well  known  in  the  literary  world.  Mh 
&Dwjet^  of « The  Morning  Herald^'  has  written 
several  works  wfaicii  have  been  well  received  by 
4ie  pidiba  Mr.  Charles  DidLens,  the  authw 
of  <  Sketches  by  Boz,'  and  <Tbe  Pickwick 
C3nb^'  is  a  reporter  on  the  estaUiehment  of' The 
Morning  Cbrohiele."  I  may  here  be  permitted 
to  remark,  Aat  Mr.  IXd&ens  is  one  of  ^  moat 
prondmng  literary  young  men  <tf  the  preoent 
day.  For  an  exquisite  pereepti<m  of  the  ho- 
morousy  he  certainly  has  no  superior  amom 
oontemporary  writers.  Mr.  Haslitt,  sob  el  the 
late  celebrated  William  Haditt^  who  has  jurt 
pubHshed  the  <  Life  and  Correspondence  ot  has 
Father/  is  also  a  reporter  on  <Tbe  Moming 
Chronide.^ 

Among  the  reporters  of  a  previous  period  aore 
to  be'  numb«^  some  of  the  most  distingmshed 
tnen whidithecountry  has  produced.  Dr.JofanaoB 
was  among  the  earlieet  nporten  of  the  cM«t«s 
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iB  VtaUkmrnt  He  was  anytfauig^  aooonfing  to 
bis  own  admiBsioD,  but  a  fidr  reporter.  He  sayB* 
that  in  reportiog  die  debates  in  Parliament,  he 
always  ^  took  cafe  Hiat  the  Whig  rascals  should 
not  haye  the  best  of  the  argument**  This  is 
tantamount  to  sayings  that  he  purposely  weak* ' 
esied  the  arguments  of  the  Whigs,  and  improved 
lliose  df  the  Tories, — ^which  argued  a  great  want 
of  principle.  It  is  finrtunate  the  Doctor  did  not 
attempt  to  write  the  history  of  his  country:  a 
pretty  concealment^  and  colouring,  and  mutila- 
tion of  futs,  we*  should,  in  Ihat  case,  have  had 
of  it  The  lezieograph^s  reports  appear  to 
hate  been  very  laboured*  Tliere  is  about  dma 
all  die  pomposity  which  we  see  in  all  the  works 
irtuchhaTe  emanated  from  his  pen.  Hepreserves 
none  of  Ae  peculiarities  in  the  style  of  the 
different  qwakers  he  reported;  but  makes  them 
all  speak  alike.  In  odier  words,  die  Doctor 
asakes  diem  all  speak  as  he  himself  was  aoous* 
tomed  to  write.  -  He  reports  the  speeches  of 
Lord  Lyttleton,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Lord  Chatham, 
Horace  Walpole^  and  other  eminent  men,  in 
such  a  way  as  if  all  dieir  speeches  had  pro- 
eeeded  from  the  moudi  of  one  per80ii,-^ough 
everybody  knows  diat  they  thought  and  expressed 
tfaemsehes  as  differently  from  each  other  as  it 
possible  for  men  to  da 
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Vmj  ef  tbe  bwt  known  ««tli9ni  u  i 
ponry  litentare  bave  also  been  parliaiMiDlafy  i 
rqwrtera*  Among  the  number  may  be  bm** 
turned  the  late  Sir  Janes  Marmtosh^  AUnn 
Cnnningfaam,  Mr«  S.  C  Hall,  edkor  ^t  <  lbs 
Mew  Month^'  and  Mi;  Jeidan»  tlie  edksr  ef 
<  The  literaiy  Gaaette.'  Of  persons  hoUing  ioh 
portent  olBoe%  or  who  are  distbgnished  at  thn 
Ei^sh  bui  that  have  been  in  the  gattaqr,  I 
nay  name  Mr,  Justioe  Bowlines  ef  New  Sonili 
Wake;  Sr  John  Caa^beU,  the  Attsniey  O^ 
nenl;  Mr.  SteraiSi  one  of  tbe  Maateie  in 
Chaneery;  Mr.  Seijeant  fi^iankie^  and  lAr. 
Syvhiey  Taylor.  Almost  all  tbe  editen  of  the 
daily  papeni  have  been  veposIeK  Mr.  ]Qanie% 
ef « The  Tunesf  Mr.  Black,  of  <  Tbe  Uaaimg 
Cbnmicle;'  Mr.  Biddlsston,  of  <  Tim  Monmig 
Post;'  Mr.  Andefwm,  of  <  The  Monung  Ad- 
vertiser;' and  Mr. Stevens,  of  <The  Piiblie Led- 
ger,'* hs^e  been  in  the  gallery.  Mr.  Sydney  Ihf- 
lor,  of  « The  Monnng  Herakl,'  I  have  aheadgr 
mentioned  as  having  hem  a  reports.  AlsMHt 
all  the  sub-editors  ef  ths  daily  pi^eis  have  alao 
been  rqiKMrters.  Mr.Baooa,  of  ^IbeTimea;* 
Mr.  Haines,  of  « The  HmUf  Miv  Fhanr,  of 
<I1)e  Chronicle;'   Mr.  Frands,  of  <  llie  Peetf 


*  Sfaioe  this  was  wiitlea  it  kss  duaged  into  <Tbs 
OsBstfttttioiisL' 
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mi  Mt.  HiniMd,  of  <Th6  Ledger/  are  anong 
tb#  aunbor.  Of  the  gudetteii  ecmnected  with 
the  evening  papers,  who  have  been  wpattam,  it 
in  unneeeMKiy  to  speak. 

I  may,  however^  mentUm  that  Ihere  are  at 
present  in  the  gaHerjr  some  near  rriationB  of  Mni- 
sent  litefary  men.  I  hnv«  akeady8tate4  that 
Hie  eon  of  Mr.  Haditt  is  a  reporter  for  <  The 
Monang  Chrodele.*.  Mr.  Le^  Hnnt's  son, 
HuNigh  absent  fDrsometime  past,  may  also  bn 
ccfoMand  as  one  of  the  corps.  Hemadehia 
dSiui  in  Aat  capacity  in  the  session  of  1886^  on 
the  estaUiahment  of  « The  IVoe  Sun.*  Bnt 
bst  and  greatest  of  all»  Mr.  Byroni  a  conun  of 
Lord  Byron^  is  a  reporter  on  *The  Tunea^ 
newspaper* 

It  is  generally  sapposed  that  a  parliamentary 
leporter  must  necessarily  write  diort4iaiMd.  TUs 
as  a  nmtake.  (Some  ysan  ago  not  mote  than 
about  a  fimrdi  part  of  the  reporters  used  short 
hand:  of  kte  the  number  baa  increased^  and 
BOW,  petlu^  one-lhkd  of  them  use  it  On 
<  The  Times'  and  <  Herald*  thoM  am  genUe^ 
mea  who  cannot  write  a  word  in  short  haoNJ^ 
and  yet  are  conridered  the  moat  elegant  re- 
pcNTters  in  the  gaOetyl  Them  is  a  far  greater 
pi^qportion  of  short-hand  reporteiB  on  *l%e 
Memhig  Cteonide'  estabfishment^  dian  en  any 
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oilier.    Indeedi  I  believe  that,  imth  two 
tkms,  all  the  reporters  o&  that  journal  axe  pn^ 
tiaed  shoft-liaiid  writers. 

Hie  great  advantage  ci  stenograiihy  over 
wbat  is  called  long  hand)  in  the  usual  mode  of 
wntingy  18,  that  it  enables  the  reporter  to  foUovr 
the  speaker  so  closely  as  to  give  verbatim  what 
he  says.  In  the  case  of  Sir  Robcort  Peel,  Lord 
Lyndhurst,  and  other  singqlarly  correct  speak- 
en,  this  is  of  course  a  very  great  matter.  It  is 
a  veiy  ineoavenient  mode^  however^  of  taking 
down  the  speeches  of  members  who  speak  b- 
correcdy,  beoause  short-hand  writers  are  so, 
mueb  in  the  habit  of  taking  down  the  words  ao* 
tuaUy  used,  and  giving  the  speeches  as  iqxikeQ, 
that  unless  the  errors  of  diction  are  v^  glaring 
indeed,  they  seldom  think  of  improving  the  style. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  reporter  who  takes  down 
ike  speedies  in  long-hand  can  oalyi  as  may  well 
be  conceived,  catch  the  most  important  wads  in 
a  aentence^  and  sometimes  only  the  meaning  or 
idea,  with  po^ps^half-a-doa^  of  the  words. 
£fe  is  ccmsequently  obliged  to  finish  the  imper- 
ftet  sentence  himself  or  clothe  the  idea  in  hi» 
own  phraseology.  In  doing  this  he^  of  ooutw^ 
endeavours  to  make  thd  style  as  correct  and 
elegant  as  possible.  Hence  second  or  dmd- 
otto  speakers  are  most  fortunate  when  they  gi» 
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A  good  IcfUg-lktod  reporter  to  take  down  tbeir 
speediee. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the.  regularity  with  whioh 
the  machin^  of  repoTtiDg  is  carried  on  in 
both  Hooses  of  Parliament  lliouglv  as  be*- 
fere  mentioned^  the  repiMrters  follow  each  other 
every  three  quarters  of  an  hour»  it  is  yery  rarely 
.  indeed  Aat  any^one  has  to  remain  longer  on 
dnty  than  his  own  ^^tam"  in  consequence'  of 
hia  auoeessor  not  mlJung  his  appearance  in  the 
gaQery  M  the  proper  time*  When  such  a  eir- 
cumstanoe  does  oeeur,  it  wiU  almost  invariably 
be  found  to  be. either  owing  to  the  unexpected 
illness  of  the  party,  or  to  his  being  sent  to  re- 
port the  proceedings  of  some  pabCc  meeting.. 
The  discipline^  if  it  may  be  so  termed^  which  is 
kept  up  among  the  members  of  the  gallefy, 
solely  from  a  sense  of  honour  among  themselves^ 
is  as  perfect  as  it  were  possible  for  anything  of 
the  kind  to  be.  So  smoothly  do  matters  go  <m 
with  them,  that  neither  the  editor  nor  the  pro- 
prietors  of  the  papers  to  which  they  respectively 
helcmg^  ever  hear,  from  one  end  of  the  session 
to  the  other,  anything  of  their  arrangements  as 
to  time,  or  other  things. 

Reporting  is  more  of  a  mechanical  than  of  an 
intellectual  art  It  is  true  that  a  person  to  be 
a  good  reporter  must,  as  before  faintec^  be  well 
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infimiMd)  and  posfleas  (MmsidfiFibk  &d£ty  of 
oomposition;    but  beyond   this    notbing  of  m, 
fltrietly  intetteotual  kind  jb  needod.      Origia- 
alitjr  or  Tigor  of  mind  bave  nothing  to  do  widi 
tbe  matter.    What  more  is  wantsd,  is  quickneaa 
in  hearing,  and  the  ma^^amcal  pomr  of  wxitioig 
with  rapiditj;    la  proof  of  what  I  h4^  said,  it 
is  worthy  of  being  mtotkmed,  that  some  of  Ibe 
great  men  whose  names  I  haire  ab-eady  given 
as  having  been  m  liie  gallery  tUrty  or  feity 
years  ago»  were  very  poor  reporters;  while  some 
of  tiieir  ooUeagnes  were  very  eaoellent  onesi 
tlioagh  tfiey  never  wrote  an  original  tiung  in 
,  Ibeir  lives.    It  is  the  same  stiB>    And  I  reCnv 
in  further  proof  oi  my  potttion,  to  the  case  of 
Oowper,  tibe  poet,  who  was  so  very  indijkrent  a 
reporter  as  detk  of  tfie  Honseof  Lords,  Ibait  he 
was  induced  to  throw  the  situatioti  up  in  de- 
spair, and  was  very  near  throwing  himself  aw«y^ 
besides.   Snr  Walter  Soott  was  another  instaoee. 
He,  it  is  weft  known,  when  clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Session  in  Edinburgh,  had  the  greatest  dtflk 
culty  in  the  world*  in  giving  a  report  of  its  pnv 
eeedingsj  though  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
outline  of  those  proceedings  was  wanted. 

Parliamentary  reporting  is  at  times  a  most 
arduous  profession,  and  at  others  it  is  compaia- 
ttvdy  fi^t    This,  of  co^urse^  depends  entbely 
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ontlid  wfMntaxiee^  or  othenriBe,  cf  Ae  queslSoiiB 
dBound.  yfhBa  what  is  cilled  a  heavy  debate 
oocnn,  -aaad  it  'is  adjourned  for  three  or  foitr 
wif^U  m  siiecesaton— «B  was  lately  the  ease  thxer 
or  fonr  times  on  the  Church  Appropriatioii 
qQestioii, — ^vepoctiiig  is  then,  perhaps,  the  most 
laborioas  and  Citigiung  work  in  'Which  a  man 
ean  engage. 

Hie  sessions  as  a  lAole,  howerer,  faaire  heeK 
maA  lighter  the  last  two  or  three  yean  than 
tbey  formerly  were.  One  thing  which  has  nuh 
tonaHy  hssened  the  kborioiiaiieBS  of  the  re- 
porters* dotiei,  is  the  adjoununent  of  tiie  Houses 
except  in  rery  inrosual  cases,  «t  hal{^>ast  tweke. 
Formeriy  the  sittingB  were  generally  prolonged 
tiU  throe  oV^lock;  sometimes  later.  The  re- 
porters tare  indebted  to  Mr.  Broflierton,  Ike 
■lember  for  Sadford,  for  the  eoriy  a^jourumeni 
of  the  House,  as  it  has,  in  almost  all  cases,  been 
on  his  motioa  it  has  taken  jAaee.  Nor  are  dm 
nporteio  the  only  parties  benefited  by  Ibis  new 
amo^eiiient  of  Mr.  Brotfaerton ;  the  nation  ave 
also  gainers  by  it ;  for  l^gidatkm  after  fadf-pasi 
twdive  was  always  mismanaged  wider  the  former 
wjmUbl  Many  of  the  members  who  wera  beat 
oeqnaiaMl  with  the  salqeets  to  be  bro«g^  on- 
der  oondbration,  prefamd  die  gairidiDgJi^^ 
orAtamcka,  or  their  botUo  of  win0»  wilii  8«M 
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bo<ni  companion)  in  the  hotel  or  at  honie»-^to  tbe 
drudgery  of  examining  the  details  of  measima 
aflR^ting  the  best  interests  of  the  nadon;  wfafla 
those  that  remained  were  not  in  all  caaea 
conversant  with  the  particular  subjects,  or 
were  anxious  to  hurry  through,  that  they  might 
get  home  to  their  beds*  Mr.  Brotherton  there- 
fore deserves  well  of  the  country  for  the  b«i»- 
fidal  change  he  has  introduced 

The  salaries  of  the  reporters,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  in  another  part  of  the  work, 
vary,  on  the  morning  papers,  from  three  to  five 
guineas  per  week.  On  the  leading  joomab 
they  are,  with  few  exceptions,  five  guineas. 
Some  of  the  reporters  are  only  employed  during 
the  sitting  of  parliament  When  it  rises,  they 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  journal  for 
which  they  report  They  are  re-engaged  at  the 
beginning  of  the  following  session.  An  engage* 
ment  of  this  kind  is  caUed  a  sessional  <»e.  The 
majority  of  reporters,  however,  are  engaged  aiH 
nually;  but  many  ot  them  have  only  redooed 
salaries  during  the  recess. 

By  &r  the  greatest  numb^  of  the  gentiemen 
at  present  in  the  gall^,  are  Iri^bunen.  Fonnetfy 
^hree-fourths  of  them  were  so.  The  first  great 
preponderance  of  Irishmen  over  Englistunm  and 
fieotcbmen  united,  took  place  in  tbe  time  aC 
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Sberidan.  That  accompHBhed  wit  and  oratof 
was  the  means  of  getting  many  of  his  country* 
men  engagements  on  the  newspaper  of  his  day, 
and  they,  very  naturally,  took  every  means  in 
thenr  power  to  get  their  friends  into  situations 
in  the  gallery  when  vacancies  occurred;  or  when 
the  demand  for  more  lengthened  reports  re- 
quired an  increased  reporting  establishment 
In  this  way  the  majority  of  gentlemen  in  the 
gallery  from  the  sister  island  has  been  kept 
up.  The  number  of  Scotch  reporters  is  small. 
It  is  only  seven  out  of  nearly  eighty,  including 
the  reporters  from  the  evening  papers.  Some 
of  the  gentlemen  at  present  in  the  gallery  have 
been  there  for  a  very  long  period.  One  gentle- 
man on  *The  Times,'  another  on  <The  Morn- 
ing Chronide,'  and  two  on  <  The  Morning 
Advertiser,'  were  severally  reporters  in  the 
tkne  'of  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Pitt  One  gentle- 
man has  been  in  the  gallery,  without  the  inter- 
mission of  a  single  session,  for  more  than  thirty- 
four  years. 

Comphiints  axe  occaaonally  made  by  members, 
5f  errors  m  the  reports  of  their  speeches.  Con- 
fideriag  the  drcumstanoes  under  which  those 
reports  ave  prepared,  it  woidd  be  no  wonder 
IdMugk  inaectmieies  were  of  frequent  occurrence. 
Tbey  ere^  faowevi^,  itmirkaUy  rarei  and  wew 
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the  ptiblic  aware  of  tfie  fiicts  of  the  cade  irheii 
complunts  are  made,  it  woald  be  found  tliat  in 
most  instances  the  errors  which  are  aiBliated  by 
honourable  members  on  reporters,  are  die  pnn 
geny  of  those  members  themselves.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  it  wiH  almost  invariably  ba 
found  that  the  members  who  complain  of  inaccu- 
rately reported  speeches  are  men  of  fourth  or 
fifth  rate  talents  as  public  speakers :  it  is  a  very 
unusual  thing  for  the  best  speakers  to  complsm 
of  the  reports  of  Aeir  speedies;  their  only  sur- 
prise is,  that  they  should  be  reported  with  so 
much  elegance  and  accuracy. 

Complaints  are  also  occasionally  made  by 
members,  that  their  speeches  are  not  reporUid 
verbatinu  Pretty  speeches^  in  fiiat  case,  wouid 
some  of  their  orations  appear  I  The  plan  of 
giving  verhoHm  reports  was  once  tried  by  Bk; 
Stoddart,  now  &Sr  J(^  Stoddart,  when  lie  coo* 
ducted  «  The  New  Times.'  The  reaolt  of  the 
experiment  mhB  such  as  ought  to  preveait  aay 
one  calling  for  verbatim  reports  in  fiitiira.  Thm 
members  made  downright  feds  of  tlMiDselvea^ 
and  set  the  public  a  laughing  from  one  end  cf 
the  coimtry  to  die  other.  Loid  Casflteee^  as* 
Ubited  himself  as  «  aianUng  pfosimie  eft  tiii 
iMt  of  Migesty,"  and  aa  «  widkag  &nmd 
with  his  faeek  turned  on  UmsiK^  fiirnwleriA 
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Sb«i>  <me  of  Aa  biah  membera,  and  a  great 
■lickkr  fat  vmtaiim  leportSf  appeared  one 
moming  as  hariag  on  the  previous  eveninf 
enlighteMd  and  delighted  the  House  with  the 
fcUowing  profimad  philosophy  and  brilliant  elo» 
qnenee:  —  **Mr.  Spaker, — As  I  was  coming 
dew»  to  tUft  House  to  perform  my  duty  to  the 
eoimliy  aad  oukl  Irelant,  I  was  brutally  at^ 
tacked^  Sir^  by  a  mob^  Mr*  Spaker»  of  vagamuf^ 
^  fins,  8ir«  I^  Sixy  any  hoDourid>le  gintlemia  is 
to  be  assaulted,. Mr.  Spaker,  by  sudfai a  pareel  of 
q>a]peeos^  Sir^  as  were  after  attaddng'  me,  Mh 
Spaker,  then  I  say,  Mr.  Spakeiv  that  if  you  do 
not,  Mr.  Spaker,  be  after  piotectmg  gmdemii^ 
like  myself  Str^  we  cannot  be  after  comhig  to 
the  House  of  Parliament  at  all  at  all»  Mr.  Spaker. 
And,  Sir,  my  I  bo  after  axing  you,.  Sir,  what, 
Sir,  would  become.  Sir,  of  the  bisness  of  the 
eountiy,  Mr.  Spdcer,  in  such  a  case^Mr.  Spaker  ? 
YfiU  you,  Sir,  be  after  answering  myself  that 
question,  Mr..  Spaker  ?  It's  myself  that  would 
like  an  answer,  Sir,  to  the  question,  Sir,  as  soon 
aa  conYanient,  ^^  which  I  have  asked  you»  Mx. 
Spaker.*' • 

•  ffir  Frederick  was  a  nngolarly  eccentric  man.  He 
was  quite  dri%hied  when  any  one  asked  a  frank  from 
Mm,  and  whether  the  party  ^plying  for  it  was  a  par., 
sen  moWng  in  the  aame  sphere  of  so^tj  as  hhnsslf^.sr 
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ThiB  proYed  a  complete  extutguifther  to  fo 
Frederick  Flood's  penchant  fyr  verhaHm  re- 
porting. He  went,  the  day  on  which  his  oratioQ 
af^peared,  to  the  editors  of  all  the  momiog  pa- 
pers, and  said  he  would  thereafter  leave  Us 
speeches  to  ^  tlie  discration  of  the  reportiiers.'' 
Even  Dr.  Bowring,  who^  as  before  men- 
tioned, is  the  e^atest  advocate  at  present  for 
verbatim  reports,  occasionallj  condescends  to 
speak  nonsense.  A  few  evenings  before  the 
dose  of  last  session,  he  assured  the  House 
that  a  certain  measure  had  ^  not  received  tiie 
sanction  of  tiie  judgment  of  tiie  egpe  of  publie 
opinion.^  It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  the 
honourable  member  to  add,  that  he  usually 
speidLs  with  sufBdent  accuracy. 

Some  amusing  circumstances  oooasuinany  oe- 

oMof  the  most  ragged  of  his  country's  peasantry,  he  was 
sure  to  address  him  as  follows  •—"  Was  it  a  frank  you 
said  ?  Sure  then,  it's  myself  will  have  very  grate  pUu 
sure  in  giving  a  frank  to  a  gintlemin  like  yourself  who 
asks  it  in  such  a  genteeUike  way.  I*m  delighted. 
Sir,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  a  frank  to  a  man 
who  has  so  much  of  the  manners  of  a  gintlemin. 
Woidd  you  be  kind  enough,  Sir,  to  be  after  telling  me 
what's  the  address  of  your  letter?"  The  episUe  was 
then  franked,  when  Sir  Frederick  presented  it  to  the 
party  with  a  low  bow,  as  if  he  were  the  obliged  instead 
oTtheobli^g  party. 
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csr  in  eonnenon  with  the  gallery.  I  hftre 
already  mentioned  that  the  most  indifferent 
qpeakers  are  a  good  deal  in  the  habit  of  com- 
plaining that  their  speeches  are  not  correctly 
reported.  The  late  Mr.  Richard  Martin,  menn 
ber  lor  Galway^  was  one  of  the  number. .  Mr. 
Martin — or  Dick  Martin,  as  he  was  called  in  the 
House — ^Uiough  a  very  humane  man,  especially  to 
the  brute  creation,*  had  a  great  deal  of  eccen-. 
tridty  about  him.  Having  on  one  occasion  said 
Bomething  so  very  ludicrous,  as  to  convulse  the 

House  with  laughter,  Mr.  (^D ^  a  gende- 

man  who  was  then,  as  he  stiU  is,  a  importer  for 
one  of  the  morning  papers,  underlined  the  pas* 
aage,  and  the  compositors  of  course  printed  it 
in  italics.  The  circumstance  afforded  infinite 
amusement  to  the  whole  town  on  the  day  on 
-which  it  appeared,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
inaji  was  chafed  beyond  measure,  not  only  for 
the  ludicrousness  of  the  speech  itself  but  for  its 
being  reported  in  italics.  **  Allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate you,''  said  one  of  his  honourable 
fiiends  next  morning,  before  he  had  seen  any 
of  the  papers,  <^  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you 
on  your  new  discovery  in  the  art  of  oratory.'' 

•  The  honourable  member  was  the  author  of  toe 
welUknown  measure  for  the  suppression  of  cruelty  to 
animals. 
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«  On  the  wfaat?**  said  Diek,  looldBg  qito^ 
amazed. 

«  Why,  did  you  not  Bpeak  in  a  manner  dif- 
ferent from  any  one  else  last  night?**  added  tfie 
oilier. 

**  Me  t*  said  the  member  for  Galway.  <<  And 
faitb,  but  ilf s  myself  would  like  to  know  what 
you  mane,''  continued  he,  getting  a  little  out  of 
temper. 

<<  Mean  T  said  the  other,  <<  can  you  poenbly 
be  ignorant  that  you  spoke  one  part  of  your 
speecli  last  nigfat  in  OX&cb  ?* 

«  Spoke  in  italics  r  obserred  Dick,  knifting 
his  brow,  and  drawing  himself  back  in 
quence  of  the  tempest  of  indignatiofi  whidi 
now  gathering  in  his  breast :  **  spoke  in  italice ! 
Do  you  mane,  Sir,  to  be  after  insultmg  me?^ 
demanded  Ae  friend  of  four-footed  animals. 

**  Look  at  <  The  Morning ,'  and  then 

say  whether  I  have  not  spoken  the  tratb,**  said 
IXck^s  friend,  handing  him  a  copy  of  Ae  paper 
in  question. 

^  Tbunder  and  lightning  I**  exclaimed  die 
hon.  gentleman,  turning  back  with  horror  at  the 
report  of  his  speech;  ^  thunder  and  lightxung ! 
And  sure  enough  the  villain  of  a  reporther  has 
made  myself  spake  in  italics !  I  will  be  after 
punishing  the  rascal  this  very  eyening/' 
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Mr.  Mutini  by  Bome.ineaos  or  otberi  ooo* 
triyed  to  £nd  out  the  gentleuuoi  who  reported 
Ub  8peedli.  Whea  ,the  House  met  in  the  even- 
iog,  the  bon*  member  ouule  it  his  first  work  to 
visit  the  gallery,  to  take  the  **  reporther,''  aa  be 
always  called  Um,  to  task.  Hie  latter  chanced 
to  be  m  the  repotter's  room  at  the  time* 

^'  Are  you  the  gentlemaa  who  reported  my 
speech  in  *  The  Morning  /  this  mom* 

itig?" 

''  I  had  that  bonourr'  said  Mr.  aD > 

with  infinite  noncAnfance. 

*<  Honour,  Sir ! — ^waa  it  honour  you  called  it» 
to  report  me  in  such  a  way?  Ton  my  won^ 
Sb,  I  have  never  seen  such  consummate  effiran* 
tery  ever  since  I  was  a  Mimber  of  Parliidint 
What,  Siij  have  you  to  say  for  yourself  far  treat* 
ing  me  in  this  way?"  The  bon.  gentleman 
seemed  almost  bursting  with  rage  as  he  qpoke. 

^  In  whai  way?'  inquired  the  reporter,  with 
die  same  sengfiwd  aa  before. 

^  Why,  Sir,  by  making  me  spake  in  italics,  to 
be  sure  I^  The  bon.  gentleman  laid  an  empbi^ 
flia  on  the  word  italics  which  afforded  no  bad 
isutation  of  the  report  of  a  musket 

''Mr.  Martin,"  said    the   reporter,    '<  Mr. 


**  Dorft  be  after  spaking  to  me,  Sir,"  inter- 
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niplbd  Ml*.  Maitte.    '' Ycpci  Mm  iomlied  me, 
&,  tttd  I  wMl  bring "^ 

^  Sit^*"  iMMPpoMd  Mi.irD^ — ,  ''Sk,  itjou 
kUve  any  ground  of  eoaqpliiiil^  you  know  your 
raortdy.    Here  m  my  ccnL"* 

yb.fyB here  pulled  1»  eari-ease  fimi 

.hispocketdid  fteamtted  his  cMltotfae  bon.  9n>* 
Umamu  The  litter  looked  firat  at  the  card  and 
then  at  Ae  reporter,  » if  utterly  eodbuiidod; 
and,   without   taking   the   card   out   of  Mr* 

&D *B  hand,  or  uttering  a  word,  he  harried 

down  stairs  to  the  Houaoi  aod,  ahneet  out  of 
hreartli  fttm  Ae  conjoined  effiscts  of  the  ai^fer 
iAiA  heMland  Oe  haato  with  which  lie  had 
ran  dewn  atairB^ — said,  without  waiting  tifl  the 
huanieBB  brf»re  llie  House  was  disposed  d^  that 
he  had  to  caB  the  attention  of  Mr»  Speaker  and 
die  Honas  to  one  of  the  graesest  insults  eiter  aC- 
fersd  to  A  Mamber  of  Ptafiment  •*  St,"  arid 
Ae  hon.  gentknnaB^  nddtessing  (be  Speaker, 
<<  Sir,  you  and  hen*  Mimbem  moat  be  swam 
diat  I  bad  the  honour  of  addresung  this  House 
kst  Bigfat  (Ironioal  cries  of  ^^Hear,  hean'O 
Well,  Sbv  my  speech  is  nost  rilhDeuaty  ve. 
ported  in  <  llw  Morning  ■  »  .^  of  tlna  naocB- 
ing.  (Suppressed  titters  flflauj^iter  were  heard 
in  all  parts  of  the  House.)  But,  Mr.  %akea^  k 
is  not  of  the  maccurate  r^rthiag  that  I  ae  nmdi 
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compbda,  as  of  Ae  cueanrntaDce  of  the  repoortlier 
havipg  made  me  spake  in  italics.  (Roan  of 
laughter,  ^rtadi  contiiiued  for  some  time.)  I 
appeal  to  you,  Sir,  aad  to  those  hoo.  Mimbers 
who  heard  me,  whether  I  spoke  in  italics.  (Ro» 
newed  bursts  of  laughter  from  all  parts  of  the 
House.)  You  know,  Mr.  Spaker,  and  so  does 
every  gintkmin  in  this  Houses  that  I  never 
spake  in  italics,  at  aU  at  alL  (Shouts  of  laugb* 
ter.)  But,  Sir,  allow  me  to  say,  that  this,  bad 
as  it. is,  is  not  the  worst  of  the  matte.  Will 
you  bela^  it,  1^?— will  any  hon.  Mimber  'm 
Ais  House  belave  iU-that  when  I  went  to  the 
rsporthar  to  ask  for  an  explanation,  he  told  m^ 
with  die  most  peifeet  coolness,  that  if  I  fek  W]F<* 
self  aggri^'red,'  I  knew  my  remedy*  at  the  same 
time  handing  me  his  eard.  Sir  ?  The  sh<»t  and 
long  of  it  is,  Sir,  that  this  reporther  wants  to 
li^t  a  duel  with  me."  Peak  of  laugbteiv  aiieb 
as  were  never  before  or  have  been  sinee  heard 
witlun  the  walls  of  Parliament,  followed  the 
oondumon  of  Mr.  Martin's  speech.  When  theoe 
had  in  some  measure  subekied,  he  moved  that 

Mr.  O'D be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  Hom^ 

far  having  committed  a  breadi  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House;  but  there  bemg  no  one  to  seoend 
the  motion,  it  of  course  fell  to  the  ground 
In  the  laet  House  the  reporters'  room  wai 
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ly  adjoining  tbe  gallery  for  the  puUic. 
The  reporters  were  in  consequence  everlastingly 
annoyed  by  ^  strangers  "  asking  the  way  to  it. 
On  one  occasion,  in  the  session  of  I8d4,  a  fax^ 
mer-looking  person,  the  yery  beau  iduJy  I  can 
luicy,  of  one  of  Cobbettf s  *^  clodpoles,''  after 
having  been  told  the  way  into  the  gallery  by  . 
one  of  the  reporters,  bquired  whether  he  should 
stand  or  sit  when  he  went  in.  ^  What  you  most 
do^"  said  the  reporter,  who  had  been  a  good 
deal  annoyed  by  ^  strangers "  a  little  before^ 
^  what  you  must  do  is  constantly  to  bow  as  low 
as  possible  to  the  Speaker,  whom  you  will  see  in 
tliediair,  at  the  other  end,  and  when  he  observee 
you,  and  makes  a  nod,  you  may  then  sit  down." 
The  poor  simple  countryman  ^  as  he  was 
derired.  On  entering  the  gallery  he  bowed  as 
low  and  unremittingly  to  the  Speaker  as  if  a  Qih 
nese  mandarin,  to  the  great  amusement  of  (he 
other  <<  strangers,'"  who  wondered  what  it  <*  was 
all  about  f  but  still  no  nod  of  recognidoa  firam 
the  man,  as  he  called  him,  with  the  ^  big  w^" 
The  poor  fellow  did  not,  in  psriiamentary 
phraseology,  ^  catch  the  Speaker's  eye.^*  At 
iNigth,  one  of  the  officers,  observing  the  stranger 
psgnng  his  obeisance  to  Mr.  Speaker,  ordered 
hun  to  be  seated;  an  order  with  whidi,  though 
given  in  a  very  surly  manner,  he  very  promptly 
and  cheerfully  oomplied 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PARLIA1I£NTAKT  KEFOKTINa  245 

About  five-and-thirty  years  ago,  when  only 
one  sentence  of  a  speech  was  giyen,  on  an  aver- 
age, every  five  or  six  minutes,  and  when  the 
leporters  had  to  sit  for  many  hours  at  a  time,— 
fhey  were  often  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  Mo 
with  themselves.  On  one  occasion,  when  la- 
bouring under  an  attack  of  ennui,  and  also 
under  the  eJBects  of  poteen.  Jack  finnarty,  a 
well-known  reporter  of  that  period, — yawned  out 
^  Mr.  Speaker,  will  yon  fiivour  us  with  a  song?^ 
A  roar  of  ^laughter  followed  from  all  parts  of 
the  house.  One  of  the  officers  immediately  re- 
paired to  the  gallery,  and  inquired  who  the 
offender  was.  Jack  Finnarty,  without  opening 
his  mouth,  pointed  to  a  Quaker,  of  very  diminu- 
tive stature,  who  was  sitting  in  the  front  seat 
The  officer  immediately  seised  the  imoffending 
little  man  by  the  breast  of  his  collarless  coat^ 
and  without  condescending  to  give  a  why  or 
wherefore,  dragged  him  down  stairs,  and  trans- 
ferred him  to  the  care  of  the  sergeant-at-arms. 
The  latter,  after  keeping  him  in  safe  custody 
during  the  night,  and  compelling  him  to  pay 
nearly  80/.  for  his  lodgings,  set  him  at  liberty  on 
the  following  day. 

About  the  same  time,  the  debate,  which  was 
abont  English  labourers,  being  one  evening  un» 
nanally  dull,  Jack  Finnarty, who  had  buta  short 
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tifaie  before  been  imported  from  Tlpperafj,  iaiid 
to  the  only  other  reporter  in  tbe  galkry  at  the 
time,  that  he  felt  yery  drowsy,  and  tfaathe  would 
be  after  taking  a  little  bit  of  a  nqs  if  he  would 
tell  Inm,  when  he  awoke^  anything  which  nught 
take  place.  The  other  agreed;  and  Jack,  b 
a  moment,  was  &8t  lodced  in  the  arms  of  Mor- 
pheos.  An  hour  elapeedi  and  after  halfr«-dox6n 
yawns  Jack  opened  his  eyes* 

*^  Has  anything  haj^ned  ?*  was  his  first 
question  to  his  friends 

^To  be  sure  there  has,'*  said  the  other,  whose 
aime  was  Moigan  (ySulliyan. 

**  Has  there,  by  the  powers  T  exclaimed  Jaek, 
pricking  up  his  ears  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
anxiety  to  learn  what  it  was. 

<*  Ye%  Jack,  and  very  important  too*** 

^  By  Ja8a%  AeD,  and  why  dm*t  you  be  after 
telling  it  me  at  once  ?    What  was  it  about  7* 

*^  About  A»  virtue  of  the  Irish  potato^  Jack.** 

<<  Was  it  the  Irish  potato  you  si^  Motgaft  ?* 

«The  Irish  potato;  and  a  most  ekiqucBt 
speech  it  was^** 

<<  Thunder  and  lightmn^  dien,  and  why  don*t 
you  tell  it  me?" 

<^rU  read  it  from  my  note  boelc.  Jack,  sud 
take  it  down  as  I  go  on,**  said  Moig^i^ 

^'Ocbi  ilfs  myself  suie^  thatfs  ready  at 
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time  to  wfite  wbst  ai^  ^fimber  aiyi  about  our 
pratieR.    Are  you  ready  to  begin?^ 

«  Quite  readtr,"  anawcved  Moigiiu 

**  Nov  then,''  said  Jack,  with  aa  energy  vludb 
strangely  eontraeted  with  the  prenoue  leaguer 
of  his  manner.    <^  Now  then,  Morgan,  my  boy.^ 

Morgaoi  affectiag  to  read  from  hia  note  book, 
commenced  tbuai-^^^The  honourable  Mimber 
said,  that  if ''— 

**  Och,  be  aiiy  a  little  bit,"  in^rnipted  Jack  ; 
^  who  was  the  honourable  Mimber  V 

Morgan,  heeitatiQg  for  a  moment-**^  Was  it 
his  name  you  asked  ?  Sure  it  was  Mr  Wilbw* 
force." 

<'  Mr.  Wilberforce    Och,  very  weU  then." 

Morgan  resumed.  <*  Mr.  Wilbeilbrce  aaid, 
that  it  always  i^peared  to  him  beyond  all  quae* 
lion,  that  the  great  cause  why  the  Irish  labourers 
were,  as  a  body,  so  much  stronger  and  eapable 
of  enduriqg  so  much  greater  physical  fatigue, 
than  the  Engliah,  waa  the  surpassbig  virtues  of 
their  potato.    And  he"«-f* 

^^Moi^an,  my  dear  fellow,*'  shouted  Jack  at 
the  mention  of  the  Irish  polatob  his  couaAenMce 
lighting  up  witheestaoy  as  bespoke^  «< Morgan, 
my  dear  feUow,  this  is  no  important  that  we 
must  give  it  m  the  first  person." 

^  Do  you  think  so  r  aaid  Mocgaiu 
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^Thioth,  and  I  do  f  answered  JacL 

<«  Very  well,''  said  the  other. 

Morgan  than  reaumed.  <^And  I  hs?e  no 
doubt,*"  continued  Mr.  Wilberforce,  ^tfaat  had 
it  been  my  lot  to  be  bom  and  reared  in" — 

<*Did  the  member  say  reared  f*  inteirapted 
Jack  exuldngly,  evidently  assodatkig  the  woid 
with  the  growtib  of  potatoes  m  his  ^own  blesaed 
country." 

**  He  said  ^veared,' "  obsenred  the  other,  who 
then  resinned :— ^  Had  it  been  my  lot  to  be  bom 
and  reared  in  Ireluid,  where, my  food  would 
ha^e  principally  consisted  of  the  potato^ — that 
most  nutritious  and  salubrious  rool^— instead  of 
being  the  poor,  infirm,  shrivelled,  and  stunted* 
creature  you,  Sir,  and  honourable  gentlemen, 
now  behold  me, — I  would  have  been  a  tall, 
stout^  athletic  man,  and  able  to  carry  an  enor- 
mous weight' " 

Here  Jack  Ilnnarty  observed,  looking  his 
fri^Qid  eagerly  in  Ae  boe^ — <<  Faith,  Morgan, 
and  that's  what  I  call  thrue  eloquence  I  Ooon.** 

**  I  hold  that  root  to  be  invaluable;  and  the 
man  who  first  cultivated  it  in  Ireland,  I  r^ardas 
a  bene&ctor  of  the  first  magnitude  to  Ins  i 
And  my  dedded  opinion  ia,  that  never  until ' 

*  Mr.  Wilberforoe's  personal  appeannoe  was  i 
•ctly  what  it  k  here  deaciibed  to  have  been. 
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gmw  potatoes  in  England,  in  luficiettt  quantitiia 
lo  feed  all  our  laboureni  will  thoee  labourers  be 
so  abIe-bo(fied  a  class  ss  the  Irish.  {*  Hcaur, 
hear  P  irom  both  rides  of  the  House.)'' 

«<  Well,  by  St  Patrick,  but  that  bsles  every- 
thing," observed  Jack,  on  flmshtng  Ins  notes. 
**  That^s  rale  philosophy.  And  the  ether  Mim» 
bm  cried  <  Hear,  bear  r  did  they  ?'' 

<<  The  other  members  cried  ^  Hear,  hear !' 
aaswiered  Morgan. 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afkerwards  tlie  House 
roee.  Morgan  went  away  direct  to  (be  oSbe  ef 
die  paper  for  which  he  was  employed;  while 
Jack,  in  perfect  ecstades  at  the  eulogium  whid^ 
had  been  pronounced  on  the  virtue  of  the  potBr 
toes  of  *^  ould  Ireland,'^  ran  in  brealhless  haste 
to'  a  puUio-house,  where  the  reporters  whei 
should  have  been  on  duty'for  the  other  monung 
papers  were  assembled.*  He  read  over  his  notes 
to  them,  which  tbey  coined  verbatim,  and  not 
bring  at  the  time  in  the  best  posrible  condition 
for  judging  of  the  probabflity  of  Mr.  Wilberforoe 
delivering  such  a  speech,  they  repairec{  to  their 

*  At  this  time  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  ail 
the  reporters,  except  one,  absenting  tiiemselres  from 
the  gallery  for  hours  at  a  time,— that  one  engaging  to 
tefl  them  anything  n^hich  had  happened,  on  their 
letum. 

II  5 
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liiotlielMiidtitffbeprinlie];.    Next  aordi^  it 
appeared   in  aDl  Iba  papevB,  «soajpt  tlie  one 
with  which  Moxgaa  O'SuHurao  was  oannectadL 
Hie  eeBwdon  and  aur{Mia6  It  ciealed  in  town, 
«Koaeded  evwtytUmg.     Had  it  only  appeared  ifi 
eM  w  ttm  ef  the  papen»  penoDs  of  ordHUiy 
intelligence  must  at  once  have  eondiided  tiMl 
there  was  aome  aotstake  eheitt   Um  siatler. 
But  its  i^ypearing  in  all  of  the  joumaboeapt 
0OBf  and  thafcone  ao  tery  ebecttue^  Aaftaoaiceiy 
enybedy  knew  wheUier  ike  .^eedi  weein  iier 
Mly^^fiwoed,  aa  it  weie^  V^oj^  te  &e  oanohh 
d&fk  thet  it  msaA  have  been  aetaaHy  apokea. 
The  aafineooe  mm  plain.     Everyboc^^  while 
>a|^ieltiny  diet  the  necessity  ahoold  enst»  aaw 
HuH  no  etiher  cenme  was  left  hut  to  pot  Mb 
Wilberfaaree  at  ence  into  a  stnal*jadbat»  and 
provide  him  with  a  keeper*    In  4be  eveoiaf  Ae 
'House  met  aa  nsnal»  and  Mr.  l^niberfcie^  on 
Ike  Speaker  taking  the  <ahair,  xeae  nod  begged 
tkeindeigeiice  ofthe  House  for  one  Moment  ta 
a  JBialto  wfaiidkconomied  iif  as  well  as  khnsei( 
personally.    ^  Every  honourable  membery*  he 
observed,  **has  doubtless  read  the  speedi  which 
I  am  represented  as  having  made  on  the  previous 
lulght.    With  the  permission  of  the  House  I  wiU 
leed  it"    (Here  the  honourable  member  feed 
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ibm  speedli  amidst  dftafrsning  roan  at  Jma^tat.) 
^  I  can  assure  hoiL  members  that  no  one  oonU 
hare  read  this  speech  Iritb  more  surprise  than  I 
myself  did  thb  morning  when  I  found  the  paper 
on  my  breakfost-table.  FormyseH^  personallj^ 
I  care  but  little  about  it,  though  if  I  were  Oh 
pable  of  uttering  sudi  nonsense  as  is  here  put 
into  my  mouth,  it  is  Ugh  tine  that,  instead  of 
being  a  member  of  this  Houses  I  were  an  inmate 
of  aanse  luiMlc  aaj4um.  It  b  for  the  dignity  of 
this  House  that  I  feel  concerned;  for  if  honour- 
able members  were  capable  of  listening  to  such 
nonsense^  supposing  me  capable  of  ^ving  ex- 
pression to  it^  it  were  much  more  appprojinate 
to  call  this  a  theatre  for  th^  f0rSmmm  of 
iurces,  than  a  place  for  the  l^gisUtive  deUbera- 
tjmw  of  thp  irpiWCTrtBtiTOi  of  the  nrtien  ** 

It  was  propoaed  by  some  msmbeffaio  oallthv 
pdnim  of  the  diferent  papen  pn  wUch  tlm 
spMebjqpiiaared,  to  the  bar  of  <he  Hoosi^  tea 
bMBsehofpiinl^lpe;  biAtfasi 
aByattBMdlodwp. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

PEAIOOICAL   LITEBATGBKt-THB  QfTAft- 
TSRLY  BBVUirS. 

General  Remarks— The  Quarterly  Reriew— The  Loo- 
don  and  Westmuister  Review— The  Foreign  Quar. 
terly  Review— The  Britiah  and  Foreign  Renew— 
Thelpiibiin  Rrriew. 

WHBTflxR  our  Utenitute  garaea%hasadf«iioei 
^  retxogmded  flince  the  beginnng  of  Ik 
0Miti]i7»  is  aqueBtkni^rfai^  I  am  notnowi 
on  to  diaeuas.  It  ia  one,  I  doubt  not,  on  ^ 
a  dEfBareuae  of  opinion  pxevaila;  but  it 
admitted,  on  all  handa^  thas  duriag  tha  ] 
refenped  to  our  periodical  literature  baa  under- 
gone a  diange  as  beneficial  aa  it  ia  exteuaive. 
Tlie  periodical  literature  of  the  laat  century  ia, 
when  compared  with  ours,  baldly  deaenni^  tihe 
name.  It  was  a  veiy  rare  circumstance  for  any 
author  of  eminence  to. contribute^  e?«i 
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jmatuiff  to  the  pmodicds  of  the  «ghtoentfa  oe»- 
tury.  I  am  not  aware  that  anyone  of  the  few 
who  may  have  done  80^  ever  did  it  openly*  The 
oaee  ia  diflerent  now.  Peihapa  there  is  not,  at 
this  moment^  a  single  individual  of  any  distino- 
^oa  in  our  current  literature^  who  has  not  eft* 
riehed  our  reviews  and  maga&nes  by  occasional 
artides.  Many  of  our  most  gifked  and  successful 
Klerat^itisweU  known,  are  regular  contributors 
to  our  peripdicial  literature.  I  could  mention  the 
names  of  Campbell,  Msrryat,  South^,  and  a 
hundred  others,  amoK^  our  own  sex?  And  axe 
not  the  names  of  Lady  Morgan,  Mrs.  S.  CX 
Hall,  Miss  Landon,  &c^  in  the  female  woiH 
known  as  well  by  their  articles  in  periodicalst 
as  by  thw  larger  and4etached  worics. 

The  great  improivement  whidi  has  taken 
fkiaee  of  late  years  in  the  chancter  of  our  peii- 
odicala,  is  ehiedy  to  be  ascribed  to  the  practice 
which  has  been  introduced  of  paying  far  con- 
tribtttionSi  Dr.  Johnson  once  observed,  that 
none  but  a  blockhead  would  think  of  writings 
unless  he  were  paid  for  his  labour.  There  is 
more  truth  in  the  observation  dian  has  been 
usually  supposed.  It  will  generalfy  be  found 
thatpersonsof  talent  will  not  rack  their  brains 
Ipr  nothii^.  If  first-rate  matter  is  to  be  pro- 
cured, acorrsq^ding  price  most  be  paid  for  it 
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The  late  Mir.  Gonetalile^  of  SlMitf|^  wm  lb 
first  to  mtroduce  the  practice  tl  pnyiBg  for  eoA- 
tribtttioin  tottMigasiiies  and  r#iiefw*ift'S«odBad{ 
and  to  Mr.  Murray,  1  befiete^  bdoagt  Are 
credit  of  baviftg  done  tfie  flame  m  Kngtaad, 
llie  rate  at  wfaidi  periodiad  Utetatffiti  18  usQ^ 
paid  for  w9I  be  ad?  erted  to  lAea  I  ooam  to 
speak  of  the  leadBng  periodieak  tt  Ae  ttetao* 
polls.  In  the  tneaDtiiiie  I  toBj  lAmUxm  itU 
Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Colbum  are^  and  alwaja 
have  been,  tifo  nieittt  Kberal  tewBtdeni  of  a^ 
proved  eontribators  t6  diefr  periodiaala. 

In  T^ard  agua  to  the  number  airid  dronktien 
of  onr  present  periedieah,  we  are  8l31  fiutbir 
before  our  aneestote  df  the  last  eeaiurj^  than  hi 
the  character  of  tiidt  literatures  I  am  cob- 
tineed  that  fitr  e^^  Ihentfy  jevmal  iwUeh 
exisled  fbrty  or  tty  years  ago^  Cheve  ate  noir 
tiBn  or  twelre.  The  diftrenee  in  -  eiranlflftioB  ia 
elffl  more  in  onr  iavonr.  Thehi||iiefltebedalmi 
which  periodlcab  iMfore  the  present  centnty  po^ 
seseed  ootdd  ttdt  have  exeaeded  S^WO  oopie^ 
There  is  reaMn  to  beliete  that  tte  drcdhciea 
of  Ae  <MonMylteiiew»'  by  for  the  raoilinflpMt* 
diile  and  talented  of  the  periodBeala  ii  the  iMk 
oentury,  did  not  exceed  that  number,  lldfl^  ht 
many  cases,  wodd  be  no  angulation  al^  all  at  tihn 
present  time.  ^fVlmt  Aeaetualoradiitiaiiof  IIm 
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it  btt  heeik  objeeted  to  the  pferaleMe  «f 
petiodical  litonitiB«  among  00,  tfai^  it  bas  ge* 
iMratoi  a  tasta  for  light  or  rapcrficial  readii^ 
to  the  neglect  el  ircM-ks  conteiaing  lolid  infomuH 
tioii  and  of  estahliahed  reputatiob.  The  aiaiimp* 
lion  lihat  standard  works  ore  nt^glecled  at  the 
preaent  day,  is  altogether  greundess.  Tbejr 
are,  on  the  oontniry,  pueehased  ead  reed  to  • 
mudi  greater  extent  than  eren  Ask  •  book* 
eellw— tliebest  poanbbanthorttjrin  eueh  acaae— 
liovir  Ibe  fKt  «tttadfl»  add  he  wm  teU  yott  at  onee^ 
that  the  demaad  for  tfke  works  of  Shakapean^ 
MiHon,  Pope»  Addison,  Hoaie^  Gibbon,  John- 
sen,  RobertBon,  toCf  has  kept  pace  with  the  ini- 
ereased  demand  for  peiiedkal  literature*  B«l 
why  pat  the  question  to  «8y  one,  wlm  we  have 
the  evidence  of  our  own  ears  and  eyes  on  thq 
enbject ?  Are  notnew edltiott%ui  ereiy  vniiefy 
of  form,  and  at  every  prioe,  anaouneed  eveiy 
day,  of  the  wotts  of  the  aoAon  I  have  aic»* 
fioned?  And  do  we  not  ind  those  woiks  in 
every  honse  we  have  oeoaaton  to  visit?  Better 
proof  still— do  we  not  find  them  in  the  beads 
of  almost  every  ens-  with  whom  we  happen  to 
converse? 

SeinrfroBi  periodical  litetatur%  when,  Uk« 
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oun,  of  a  respectable  duuracter,  eixxSAag  ma 
injurious  influence  on  works  ci  merits  it  musl^  ia 
tlie  nature  of  tliing8»  produce  a  quite  contiirjr 
eflbct  It  is  one  (tf  the  leading  oiigects  of  dmoet 
every  leading  journal,  and  it  is  tiM  only  one  oC 
many,  to  bring  beibie  the  public  thoee  works 
wiudi  dU^Uy  the  greatest  talent^  and  to  consign 
to  oblirion  those  which  are  worthless.  It  will 
hardly  be  <ysputed  that  thoee  journalists  who 
disdiaige  their  duty  in  this  respect  with  judg> 
sent  and  impartiality,  are  most  eflfecti?e  aux* 
iUaries  in  the  cause  of  general  Uteratore.  That 
there  are  some  periodioals,  which,  bang  the 
property,  are  prostituted  to  serve  the  purposea^ 
of  particular  individuals,  is  not  to  be  d^ed. 
The  cases  of  this  kind,  however,  are  compft- 
radvely  few.  In  the  miyority  of  cas^  our  pe- 
riodicals are  conducted  on  most  honourable 
principles. 

It  is  an  admowledged  &ct,  tfaat»  but  for  the 
assistance  of  our  periodicals,  many  of  the  most 
talented  authors  which  this  country  has  pro* 
duoed,  would  never  hasre  been  known  to  puUie 
tuae,  but  would,  like  the  violet  of  the  wilder* 
ness,  have 

"  Betk  bora  to  bluah  anieen. 
And  WMte  tbeir  fragrance  in  the  desert  air* 

£ren  die  most  stupendous  fiterary  work  t0 
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which  the  creative  jfowen  of  human  genius  ever 
gare  birdi — '  Tlie  Panuliae  Loetf*  of  Milton — 
was  suJSiBred  for  many  years  to  linger  in  ob- 
scurity)  until  Addison^  in  his  periodical  *  Speo- 
tator,'  pointed  out  its  innumerable  and  match* 
less  beauties.  Thwe  is  nothing  impossible  m  the 
supposition,  that  but  for  the  recommendatory 
criticism  of  Addison,  the  *  Paradise  Lost'  would 
never  have  had  the  moderate  fortune  of  readi- 
ing  even  a  second  edition :  indeed,  its  very  ex- 
istence might  have  been  unknown  at  the  present 
day. 

In. more  modem  times,  the  instances  are  in- 
numerable, in  which  our  greatest  authors  owe 
their  deserved  popularity  entirely  to  the  influ- 
ence of  our  periodical  literature.  I  could  name 
many  instances  of  writers  themselves  being  per- 
fectly conscious,  and  willing  to  acknowledge, 
that  but  for  the  assistance .  which  periodical 
literature  has  extended  to  them,  their  names 
and  their  works  would  have  been  equally  un- 
known. There  aie  otiiers,  again,  among  the 
popular  authors  of  the  pvesent  time  who,  in 
consequence  of  other  adventitious  circumstances, 
woukl,  perhaps,  have  attained  to  a  certain  degree 
of  eminence  without  the  aids  of  periodical  lite- 
rature, but  who  are,  nevertheless,  indebted  to  it 
far  the  for  greater  portion  of  their  fome.    The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


US  MamunncAL  uxnuunrnL 

Mftls  of  Sir  Walter  fieott,  far  muofit,  mg^ 
have  beeD  read  aad  admixed  te  a  certaia  exta^ 
bad  there  been  bo  periodioal  in  esbtmee  dwriig 
ftbe  term  of  bia  Ikerary  career;  bat  I  appeal  to 
tboae  wbo  are  acquainted  with  the  literaiy  Cor- 
tunes  of  that  singular  man,  whetfaat^  in  audi  a 
eaae^  his  moAM  would  have  attaiard  a  tenth 
part  of  the  circulaticm  of  wfaidi  they  can 
ImmuM^  or  himself  a  tenth  part  of  the  lanfek 
which  were  weaved  around  bis  brow;  The  i 
obeervrntiona  i^ly  with  equal  troA  to 
others  of  our  most  popular  authors. 

There  is  another  sense  in  whidi  our  perio- 
dicals have  been  of  signal  benefit  to  literature 
in  general  I  allude  to  the  fitcililies  tfaejr  aflhrd 
to  men  of  genius  tor  dereloping  thor  talenta.  1 
x;^ierred  in  a  previous  chapter  to  the  just 
observation  of  Quintilian,  that  the  gceateat  ge^ 
niuaes  often  lie  concealed,  lliere  ia  iofiniteljr 
less  chance  of  this  now  thap  when  the  obserra- 
tion  was  ori^nally  made.  Periodical  literatme^ 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  tenia  are  now  general^ 
underBtood»  was  then  wholly  unknown,  lliepei^ 
aon  who  thenpuhltshed--jf  the  word  be  lypUear 
ble  to  the  written  works  of  Quintilian's  tiaHh-* 
nnist  have  done  so  at  so  enormous  an  eoLpenae^ 
aa  to  frightsn  most  men  fiom  beeomiiig  ai^MB. 
Thegreataatgemusesmuatcoiiaeqnffntiyyini 
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iiiif»iee%  hmve  pasMd  HvDugfa  life  mmolieid 
ind  mdciiowiL  The  ease  is  qnite  otherwise 
MOW.  Anjr  nuuit  however  humble  his  stetion  in 
life,  possessed  of  literary  tdents  of  ft  tapeiior 
order,  has  abundant  opportunities  fiunisbed  hin 
of  beneiling  himself  and  gmtifying  the  wnU^ 
by  displaying  his  abilities  in  the  pages  of  our 
magaznies  and  reviews.  Tliey  are  open  to  hin^ 
without  subjecting  him  to  any  trouble  or  e^ 
pense*  Nor  is  this  alL  Should  he  feel  that  diA- 
dence,  wUch  is  usually  the  aoeompammsnt  of 
geniusi  and  personally  shrink  firom  the  publie 
gasei  he  ean  publish  his  articles  anonymous^, 
aad  thus  ascertaia  what  the  pubfie  opinion  is 
isgarding  his  writings,  without  ainy  one  knowing 
whose  those  writings  are* 

Such  are  some  of  ike  adTantages  of  petiodiod 
filsratare.  Let  ue  now  glanee  at  the  leading 
nwtropolitan  jonrnab  of  the  present  thna 

The  QuABTCKLT  Revsw  first  appeared  hi 
1809.  It  was  started  rather  as  a  political  opp»> 
nent  to  the  *  Edinburgh  Review/  Omq  aa  a 
bookseiler^sspecalatmk  It  soon  raised  itadfte 
distinotknL  Toryism  was  then  die  hml  of  the 
'  ascendant  in  all  parts  of  the  coimtry,  aa  well  as 
k  dieeoinsilsoftheKiag,  and  the  Tories  nn. 
tanrdly  baflad  the  appenMSe  of  an  oigan  co»* 
doeted  en  the  amne  pla,  ami  pnUiBhed  at  Iha 
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interfak  of  time,  as  the  great  Lenih' 
than  of  tbe  north.  Hie  talent,  ioo^  embarked 
in  the  ontaet  in  <  The  Quarterly/  was  of  an 
Older  and  varietj  which  could  scarcely  ftil  to 
atteact  attention  to  it  The  late  Mr.  GKfibrd,  a 
gentleman  well  known  in  the  literary  world,  and 
eapecially  for  the  remorseless  seferity  with 
whidi  he  was  accustomed  to  deal  with  his  poB- 
tieal  opponents,  was  entrusted  with  the  editorial 
management  of  <  The  Quarterly.'  The  salt  and 
pepper  whidi  had  been  so  Tisible  in  most  of 
Mr.  CKiferd's  i»'enous  productions,  were  soon 
perottfed  in  the  artides  of  tiiat  journal  'He 
wrote  largelyfor  the  work  himseU^  applying  tfaelask 
witii  a  merciless  force  to  aU  who  chanced  to  incur 
his  displeasure.  The  contributors,  for  the  meet 
part,  fallowed  the  example  of  the  edUtor;  mA, 
consequently,  the  new  periodical  became  the 
terror  of  the  leading  authors  of  the  period,  espe- 
cially of  those  whose  politics  wore  a  liberal 
hm. 

Mr.  Gilford  had  chiefly  farougfat  Umself  into 
notice  as  a  critic  by  his  articles  in  'IlMAnti^ 
Jacobin  Review,'  in  the  management  of  wlubh  he 
had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Canning.  Tim 
latter  gentleman  and  several  of  tiie  other  moat 
diatingmshed  contrbittom  to  <  Tim  AntUaoobiBt* 
fiinuBhed  artmleB  for  tim  new  <»gaii  of  Toryiaok 
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Mr.  Canning  often  wrote  for  <  The  Quarterly' 
during  the  editorial  dynasty  of  Mr.  Giflbrd.  It 
was  a  singular  coincidence  that  after  t>eing  so 
long  associated  togedier  in  literary  pursuits  diere 
should  have  been  so  short  an  interval  of  time  be^ 
tween  their  respective  deaths. 

Mr.  Gifford  was  not  only  the  first  editor  of 
*  The  Quarterly/  but  to  him  belonged  the  honour 
of  oripnating  the  idea.  He  proposed  Ihe  thing 
to  the  publisher  ot  *  He  Monthly  Review ;'  but 
the  latter  would  not  for  a  m<Mnent  entertam  the 
proposal,  thinking  there  was  not  the  slightest 
cUuice  of  success.  Mr.  Gifford  then  made  the 
propoeal  to  Mr  Murray,  at  that  time  a  book- 
seller of  no  great  note  in  Fleet-street,  and  he  at 
once  went  into  Mr.  Gififord^s  views.  The  ar- 
rangement was  soon  come  to  between  the  par- 
ties. The  sum  which  Mr.  Murray  stipulated  to 
pay  Mr.  Gifford  for  his  editorial  labour,  was' 
2WL  per  annum ;  but  the  amount  was  progres- 
sively raised,  till  it  at  last  reached  900/L  Mr. 
Giflbrd  was  as  disinterested  as  Mr.  Murray  was 
liberal,  and  often  returned  part  of  his  salary — 
which,  however,  Mr.  Murray  invariably  refused  to. 
receive— saying,  that  he  could  not  think  of  ac- 
cepting a  sum  so  much  beyond  what  Mr.  Mur- 
ray had  engaged  to  give. 

In  a  few  years  after  the  publication  of  the 
irst  number,  <  The  Quarterly  Review'  raised 
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iftHir  to  the  highert  nnk  ia  ttie  periodical  lit^- 
ratme  of  the  ecmatry*  Fnfkwm  to  that  time 
« The  MoQddy  Review'  waathe  lewfii^LQiidoii 
periodical;  bat  *Tbe  Quaiteriy'  atonoaofcr- 
topped  il^  and  e^ea  aapiredat  d^nitxiigthe 
pdhn  of  aoperiority  vith  'The  Edinbiiiig^' 
itoett  The  latter,  hoarefer,  vaa,  general^  ad- 
nutted^  aa  it  stllifl^  eren  by  pofitical  oppoBcnti^ 
to  fiqday  m  rigenr  and  a  brilEaiicj  in  its  arti- 
daato  wfaieh  its  yooBg  rival  ooidd  sake  no  pve* 
tenriona;  atiS  leoe  eoaU  it  in  point  of  ciren- 
klion,  great  aa  waa  the  drcnktion  to  which  it 
qieedily  attained,  compare  with  its  < 
my  of  die  modetn  AAna.  The 
tion  of  the  latter  ww  at  Una  tiaw 
la^OMand  30,000  oofnea,  irtaktlHioE  'The 
Qnartny  waa  not  a  ftiffd  of  that  mnnber. 

Amoi^  the  contributon  to  '  The  Qoaiiedhr' 
in  ita  eaily  daysi  were  Sir,  dasn  Mr.  Walter 
Seett,  and  Ih.  Soothcy.  The  hitter  atiD  eoo- 
tuues  to  enridi  ita  pagea.  Sir  Waher  ne- 
tnalJ^,  in  one  inafamcf,  reviewed  aevend  of  hia 
ownnovelsL  Tfaia  waa  in  one  o£  the  vefames 
far  1810.  Tlie  Waverley  novda  woe  then  be- 
ginning to  attiact  universal  attentien;  and  Sir 
Wnter  eaecntially  aided  in  eitending  their  pe- 
polarily  by  the  long  and  dabomto  review  to 
wUchlalhidBw    None  ef  hii  critioa  deek  out 
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of  dM  worici  of  the  ukaovii  t»» 
tkar  ^ffith  a  more  fibetdl  hand,  Uan  he  did  hkn-> 
.  rail  It  ia  tniBp  he  pointed  out  some  things 
which  he  called  Uemishes  in  the  woirk8»  bnt  thii 
only  lerved  to  gire  greater  dSbet  to  the  coia- 
meodation  be  so  liherally  bestowed  on  their  g^ 
neral  merits.  Beaidesy  the  way  in  which  the 
llsiiif  was  done  di6p%ed  great  dexterity,  and 
prowkl  Sir  Walter  to  be  mneh  more  of  a  man  of 
Ab  world  than  moat,  people  gave  him  credit  tsa 
The  portions  of  his  works  which  he  fiuntly  con-- 
demned  wem  preetse^  those  which  possessed 
die  gseatest  merit.  And  as  he  took  care  to  gim 
▼srioos  estrads  by  way  of  illustratiDg  the  Tiew 
ke  praEBssed  to  take  ot  those  works^  people  had 
mn  opportuni^  of  seeing  at  oaee  the  injustice 
of  the  slight  censure  with  which  he  virited 
ihem.  Whether  Mr.  Gilbrd»  the  editor  of 
<  The  Qoarterly/  was  aware  that  the  anther  and 
Toviewerwere  one  and  the  same  person,  is  net 
knowiii  If  he  was  aware  of  &e  ciBCumslancs^ 
he  coninitted  a  gross  breadi  of  £utb  in  pemsft* 
ting  Sir  Walter  to  be  the  reviewer  of  his  own 
weeks,  snd  the  trumpeter  of  his  own  fimie. 
Thousands  were  induoed  to  rend  die  Wavedey 
mvrds  who  had  not  read  them  before^-^fior  ikef 
were  then  only  beginnkig  to  make  a  sensation  in 
tba^lilesary  world-<-in  oonsequenee  4>f  so  veijr 
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eologiMie  a  notiee  of  dnm  in  oDe  of  tlie  leadli^ 
periodicalfl  of  the  day :  would  diey  have  donego 
bad  they  known  tiMt  all  the  praifie  proceeded 
from  the  author  hinwelf  ?  Open  egotism  ia  ui&- 
▼enally  condemned,  and  prop^ly;  ibr  it  is  one 
of  the  most  unbecoming  qualities  in  anjone'sduh 
racter.  Cobbett  was  the  most  inveterate  egotist 
of  the  present  century ;  but  his  egotism,  and  all 
^otism  of  the  same  kind,  is  quite  harmlesa^ 
inasmu  ch  as  when  we  see  one  operiy  praising 
himself  we  can  estimate  his  commendation  at 
its  proper  worth.  In  such  a  case  as  that  of  Sr 
Walter  Scott,  t2ie  thing  is  altogether  (fi&rent 
The  reader  goes  carefully  through  the  renew 
under  the  impression  that  the  artide  is  penned 
by  some  independent  and  disinterested  party, 
and  that  every  word  of  praise  whidi  b  awarded 
springs  from  the  most  perfiBCt  impartiality.  Sr 
Walter,  therefore,  was  guilty  of  pradasing  agross 
imposition  on  the  pubUc  in  the  instance  to 
whidi  I  have  referred.  Let  us  only  aoppose 
that  the  practice  of  authors  reviewii^  dieir  own 
works  were  become  general, — ^what  in  such  a  case 
would  be  the  condition  of  our  periocfieal  Utenn 
ture?  Could  anything  be  more  degraded?  The 
very  name  of  review  wouU  in  siidi  a  case  beh 
spore  feelings  of  disgust  in  every  peraon  ef 
honottcaUe  mind.      Su-  Walter's  friends 
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^ven  a  sinj|;alar  display  of  their  respect  for  his 
memory,  in  republishing  in  a  late  voliune  of  his 
miscellaneous  works  the  article  in  question, 
as  one  of  the  many  contributions  he  furnished 
«  to  OUT  periodical  literature.  That  was  one  of  the 
few  instances  which  occtirred  ki  the  course  of 
his  literary  career  in  which  he  betrayed  a  want 
cf  true  nobleness  of  character ;  and  his  friends 
bare  shown  a  striking  deficiency  of  judgment 
in  making  the  circumstance  known  to.  the 
world. 

I  know  there  is  an  impression  abroad  that  it 
is  quite  a  common  diing  for  audiors  to  reriew 
their  own  works.  I  may  be  pardoned  for  di- 
gressing for  a  moment  while  I  state.that  the  im^ 
pression  is  altogether  unfounded* '  My  acquaint- 
ance with  periodical  literature  generally,  and 
especially  m&t  lliat  of  Loiidon,  enables  me  to 
speak  on  this  point  in  Ae  most  positive  terms. 
Authors  as  a  body^^and  the  great  majority  of  the 
editors  of  our  periodicals,  are  men  of  too  high  a 
tense  of  honour  to  he  guilty  of  such  conduct 
Two  instances  only  of  an  author  reviewing  his 
own  Works,  have  come  to  my  knowledge  out  of 
neairly  a  thousand  reviews  which  I  have  known 
to  be  fomished  to  the  London  press. 

Tc  return  to  *  The  Quarterly.'    It  continued 
gradually,  sometimes  very  gradually  I  admits  to 

WOL.tk  H 


Digitized'by  VjOOQIC 


iUf  n&IODICAL  LmRATvmx. 


in  drculatioD  up  to  the  time  of  Mt. 
GtlTord's  deadL  Hiat  event  took  plaoe  in  1837. 
Hie  drculation  of  <The  Quarterly'  was  then 
understood  to  be  about  7,000.  It  is  now  about 
9,000.    Mr.  Gifbrd  redgned  the  editorship  of 
<  The  Quarterly/  owing  to  ill  health,  two  yean 
before  his  death,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Southey,  the  Poet  Laureate^  who  hadprenoualy, 
for  many  years,  been  one  of  the  most  extensire 
'  contributors :  he  was,  I  may  add,  also  one  of 
the  ablest,  or  at  any  rate,  of  the  most  popular 
writers  engaged  for  it    Hie  character  of  the 
journal  did  not  suffer  under  his  editorial  dynasty. 
If  there  were  in  detached  numbers  too    much 
matter  bearing  on  the  subject  of  polemical  theo- 
logy, that  &ult  was  more  than  atoned  for  by 
the  great  improyement  which  was  visible  in  the 
general  temper  with  which  the  articles  wore 
written.  The  singular  asperity  which  character- 
ised  <  The  Quarterly*  when  imder  Mr.  Giflbrd's 
control,  gave  plaoe  to  moderation  of  faefiog^ 
though  neither  the  political  prindptes  of  the 
work  nor  the  freedom  and  feariessness  of   its 
literary  criticisms^  were  compromiaed  in    the 
slightest  measure. 

Dr.  Southey  did  not  long  sway  the  effitorial 
sceptre  of  « The  Quarterly.'   He  resgned^ 
retaining  the  office  for  a  few  yean.    His 
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Mr.  LoAbarti  soii-iii-law  of  SBr 
Wiker  Soot^  dnmig^  vho0e  influenoe  it  cfaidly 
ms  that  he  was  appointed  to  the  situatioiL   Mr. 
Loekhart  la  still  the  editor  ^  <  The  Quarterly;' 
He  18  fiurourahly  known  as  the  author  of '  Vale- 
riofli^'  «Adain  Bhir/  <  Reginald  Dalton,'  and 
vaofious  ether  works  of  fiction,  with  a  *  Life  of  "^ 
Bums'  in  < Constable's  Miscellany.'    He  was 
abo  the  author  of  many  of  <  The  Noctes  Am^ 
broeianffiy^  which  appeared  some  years  ago  in 
*  Blackwood's  Magaane.' 
\    Mr.  Murray  was  again  fortunate  in  his  choice 
of  an  editor  tof  <The  Quarterly.'    The  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Loekhart^  as  a  matter  of  course 
secured  the  good  wishesand  friendly  sennksesof 
Sit'  Walter  Scott  towards  that  work,  to  a  d^^ree 
that  it  had  not  befcsre  possessed     The  very 
name  of  being  conducted  by  the  son-iurlaw  of 
the  author  of  the  ^  Waverley  Novels,'  wasalso  in 
its  fkwonr*    Its  hold  on  the  public  mind  conti- 
nued steadily  to  deepen,  and  its  circulation  to  in- 
crease.    Hie  connexion  of  Dr.  Southey  with 
.  the  work  did  not  cease  with  his  reUnquishment 
>  of  the  editmal  office.    He  continued  a  frequent 
contributor  to  it  for  years  afterwards :  he  still 
artides  for  its  pages,  though  not  so 
An  the  other  leading  contributors,  also, 
trba  bad  anstamikl  the  reputation  and  upheld 
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B^  LauTMle^  edbanki{s  eaniiiiQ«l  t»  cMfifr« 
nte  niA  Mr.  Loekliart  In  Am^  sorcdy  «iy 
^fcranoe  itk  the  toii«  md  dianuster  of  'The 
Qottterly*  iru  peroopliUe  on  llie  aooeBtunof 
the  latter  gniUflmaa  to  its  editoiial  manage^^ 
I  questioD  if  tibe  most  atteative  and  intelligeBt 
of  its  Fead«8  would  ever  bsre  discoYered^  fiwa 
«i  ttaminadon  of  its  pi^esythat  m  dttB|g«  intbe 
ecEtoiphip  bad  taken  plaee» 

Mr.  Lockhait's  salaiy  tar  eondiicling  ^  The 
Qiiarteriy' is  said  to  to  1,400^  par  aminiD,  idndi 
was  the  mm  Mr.  JeAey  leeeiiRBd  bf  editing 
«The  Edinbiugfa  Safiew'  when  in  the  aenitb  of 
ks  gfery.    For  6<Mne  time  after  Mr.  Loektoorf  a 
assainpdon  of  tlie  editorial  ollioe^  he  matia  ^isrj 
laigely  for  it  x  lof  lat^  eontribukiona  fnm.  fais 
oim  pen  have  been  less  frequent    He  iMver 
ItiniiBhes  any  of  the  pditical  articlcB  vfaicli  ap* 
pear  in  <The  Qiunpterly;'  Bi»a>e  the  papers, 
irithfeirexe^tiona»  indeed,  wludi  are  dnMrnnpin 
the  form  of  elaboiale  essays  or  t 
anbject  what  it  may,— the  preduetiflnsef  i 
Bis  articles  usurily  relate  tosfarititlyltiarary  i 
tn%  and  are  genera%  diatiiicuiBhafalft  tmn  1 
of  hb  oontributoTB,  by  the  nnmber  of  i 
from  the  wwk  reviewed,  wi«hiphiilil» 
091  own 
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of  WSanfs  <  PeodQiiigB  hf  the  Wajs'  is  «  &ir 
sample  of  liis  uBud  mode  of  reviewifig.  He  is 
often  ¥ery  9eTwe»  but  scoreely  ever  ooaiee.  At 
a  cntici  he  knows  no  priTate  finendship.  He 
will  oveipower  you  with  his  hoepitelity  and 
Idndnesees  in  his  own  house,  and  in  the  very 
next  mmiber  of  ^  Hie  Quarterly'  make  mehuk 
cho]y  hsToc  wiOi  your  Eterary  chafaeten  A 
marked  instance  of  this  occurred  a  short 
time  since  in  the  case  of  a  Frendiman  of  dis» 
tinguished  reputation  in  his  own  country.  Aa 
Monsieur  had  every  reason  to  believe  a  work 
which  he  had  just  then  finished  would  be  noticed 
in  <  The  Quarterly/  and  as  he  trembled  at  the 
▼ery  idea  of  its  being  <^  cut  up,''  he  thought  the 
best  way  to  guard  against  such  a  eakmily  woidd 
be  to  procure  letters  ct  introduction,  to  Mr» 
Lockhart,  and  come  over  to  L<Midon  to  midLe 
his  iftiendship.  He  did  so;  and»  to  bis  ineflkble 
deKgfat^  was  received  by  <  The  Quarterly '  eritie 
with  every  mark  of  the  most  cordial  friendship. 
They  dined  and  ^drank  wine''  togeHier  dajr 
after  day  during  the  Frenchman's  stay  in  Lon- 
don, in  the  course  of  theit  oenv^rsation  Mr, 
Lockbart  mentioned  that  an  elaborate  noike 
had  been  drawn  up  of  his  gUestfs  woik»  but  did 
iMit  Arowoutany  hnitaatotbeafenain  invdndl 
tkw9BWrimn;  of  aonrae  tlio  latlw  did nol^ fM 
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the  questioa  wbeAer  it  was  favounbk  or  otber- 
wise ;  that  would  have  been  to  «  certun  extent 
an  infiingement  of  the  rules  of  geod  breeding. 
He  assumed,  however,  that  the  review  woddbe 
commendatory,  from  the  marked  attentions  which 
the  editor  of  «  The  Quarteriy'  paid  him.  At 
last  the  hour  of  departure  from  the  hospitaUe 
abode  of  Mr.  Loeidiart  arrived^  and  awaj  the . 
Frenehman  went  back  to  Paris,  in  natures  at 
the  thought  of  the  l^lish  popularity  wfaich  the 
forthcoming  number  of  ^  The  Quarterly '  was  to 
confer  on  him.  On  reaching  Paris,  be  mentioaed 
the  cucumstance  to  all  his  friends.  Judge  then 
of  his  horror,  when,  in  less  th«i  a  fortn^ht 
afterwards,  *  The  Quarterly '  contained  an  arti^ 
cle  on  his  book,  whidi,  as  a  specimen  of  literary 
butchery^  has  scarcely  ever  been  equalled. 

Tlie  articles  in  <  Hie  Quarterly'  are  abnast 
all  the  productions  of  a  limited  drde  of  eootii- 
butors.  Dr.  Soudiey,  as  I  have  already  mien- 
tioned,  still  furnishes  an  occaaicHial  arddew 
Those  on  controvavial  theology,  and  on  history, 
are  mostly  from  his  pen.  One  of  the  best  arti- 
cles, perhaps,  wfaidi  ever  appeared  in  '  Tlie 
Qoarterly,'  was  that  on  <  The  Ineurnon  of  ihe 
Moora  into  Spain,'  some  years  ago^  by  Ae  Feet 
Lanreate.  Heraiely  meddka  widipoBlses:  l» 
aeldom  did  ao  0v«n  when  aditor.    G^rtwi: 
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Hil  is  a  stated  oontrOmtor  to  '  Hie  Qoartorljr/ 
The  articles  which  he  furnishes  diiefly  relate  to 
works  of  travels,  voyages,  &c.  On  some  ooca* 
sions  he  has  written  a  political  article.  He 
wrote  one  ahont  two  years  ago  pointing  out  the 
eril.conseqaenoes  whidi  might  be  expected  to 
result  from  the  Reform  Bill, — ^which  attraeied  a 
good  deal  of  attention  at  the  time.  The  arti* 
des  on  the  late  voyages  of  discovery  to  Ae 
Arctic  Regions,  which  have  appeared  in  <  He 
Quarterly,'  emanated  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Bar- 
row, well  known  from  his  *  Tour  through  Ice* 
knd,'  his  «Tour  through  Ireland,'  &c  Mr. 
John  Croker,  late  Member  of  Parliament  for 
Aldeburgh,  is  the  principal  contributor  of 
the  pofitical  articles.  Occasionally,  however, 
other  persons  of  gr^t  telents  and  influence 
among  the  Tory  party,  vohmteer  an  article  of 
this  description.  The  masterly  and  very  elabo* 
rate  paper  whidi  appeared  in  <The  Quarterly' 
in  opposition  to  the  Refi»m  BiU,  at  the  moment 
that  bill  was  in  the  crisis  of  its  agony,  was  un« 
derstood  to  have  been  written  by  the  late  Lord 
Dudley  and  Ward.  Few  artides  in  any  periodi- 
cal have  ever  exdted  greater  interest  than  did 
that  able  paper.  And  such  was  the  importance 
attached  to  it  by  those  of  the  Tory  party  vrho 
I  in  the  secret  of  ito  being  about  to  appear. 
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thife  th9  smher  of  <  Tbe  Qairterly'  QOBtvaov 
1^  wis  pidbiiahed  fiome  weeks  b^bre  the  vssml 
ttwesoMy omits  account.  Sir  FraaciB Head u^ 
er  radxet  ww,  before  he  qutttod  the  eountr;  tor 
Caaadi^  aaother  ot  ita  oocaaioiial  oontribulon. 
Tbe  astide  which  appeared  about  twelve  montfaa 
9Uioe  OB  the  Poor  Laws,  and  which  eoratod  a 
good  deal  of  interest  at  tbe  time,  dueS^  |n»n 
the  quioBt  manner  in  whidb  it  waa  wsittei^  was 
from  bis  pen*  Mr.  Mibnan,  tbe  aiybar  (^  the 
f  Fall  of  Jerusalem^'  and  other  successfal  peemsy 
isaprettyfrequentcontrU>utor«  ThenotioeofVoa 
Ranmei^s  ^  History  of  tbe  Hohenstuffen,'  which 
appeared  in  it  some  tinie  ago,  was  written  fay  bim« 
Mr.  Justice  Coleridge,  nephew  of  the  lafte  & 
T.  Coleridge,  was  a  fcequent  contributor  befiiM 
he  was  raised  to  tbe  bench  two  years  ago;  and 
his  pen  lias  been  recognised  in  ijbs  pages  on 
more  than,  one  occasion  since.  Mr.  Henry  Tay- 
lor, aul^ of  <The  Statesman*  and  other works^ 
contributes  to  ^  Hie  Quarterly'  with  some  fre^ 
qu»U7 ;  but  perhaps  tbe  most  voluminmig 
writer  for  it  of  late  is  Mr.  Haywaic^  editor  of 
^  The  Law  Magazine.'  Tlie  Marions  articlea  of 
9  gaatronomical  character  winch  have  recently 
ajH?ga>ad  in  it^  are  the  productions  of  hie  pen- 
He  gets  his  infonnat&ou  oa  culinary  quttena 
fipqm  a  ceMmted  French  cook;    Mr^^Broien^ 
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Iht  fiBfle  miciitiate,  u,  I  bvf^  leaiou  to  be* 
Uen^  the  mft»r  of  the  vausbg  article  i&  tiiA 
Jidy  mmbor,  on  ^  « Zoological  Gardens." 

There  ia  10  ixed  lato  of  renraneratuNi  fpr  con- 
tnbatnaa  to  ^Hxe  Quarterly/  but  the  averaff^ 
tenna  given  ai»  not  surpassed  in  the  ease  of 
atny  pcriedieal  in  this  country.  The  rate  yariea 
wilth  the  diarftefeer  of  the  article  and  the  literary 
pepiifcalaiMQ  of  the  wxiter.  Dr.  Soathey*  has,  in 
many  in0tnioea»  received  fifly  guineas  for  aja 
article  under  thirty  pages;  and  Sir  Walter  Scott 
leoerod  still  more  liberal  remuneration  for  any 
eoatrfliuiioDa  he  famished.  The  average  rate 
ef  pi^meot  is  tn^n^  guineas  for  a  eheet»  which  ^ 
eonasta,  in  an  o<^vo  work  like  ^  The  Quarterly,' 
of  abto«i  pi^ea.  Has  is  also  the  price  paid 
by  ^  Tbe  Edinburgh  Review'  to  its  ordinary  codt 
tribiitars.  When,  however,  the  latter  periodical 
was  the  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Constable,  of 
£dinkinqg;b,  he  used  to  give  enormous  sums  for 
what  were  eonalderad  ^^eradi  articles.''  Sir 
lamiffl  Maokialoah  got,  on  one  occasion^  the 
]Kiac%  sum  of  one  huad^  gmnea^  fi>r  an 

*  I  have  beard  it  said  that  Dr.  Southey  has  a  rej^u. 
Jar  salary  of  two  hundred  guineas  a-year  ik-om  Mr. 
M urray^  on  the  understandlDg  that  he  iMii A  at  latst 
one  article  for  eadi  number.  I  am  not  ahle«M»r  to 
tthii«tati«iept. 
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artide  of  about  forty  pages  in  •ezteat^  im  Itit 
«  Partitions  of  Poland''  Mr.  Gifibfd  kapt  a 
note-book,  in  which  he  entered  die  names  of  flie 
writers  of  the  yarious  articles,  and  the  snms  flie 
writers  usually  received  for  those  artidei^  dur- 
ing the  sixteen  years  he  conducted  ^Tht 
Quarterly.'  It  was  hoped  that  tins  curious  jNees 
of  information  would  have  been  made  piAiie 
after  Mr.  Gifford's  death ;  but  it  was  found  that 
he  had  left  positive  written  instruetieDfl  to  his 
executors,  to  destroy  the  manuscript 

To  conduct  such  a  work  as  <The  Quartaily' 
with  judgment  and  ability,  is  a  task  of  no  onfi- 
nary  difficulty.  Even  though  the  editor  himsaif 
were  not  to  write  a  line  for  it,  the  interooorse 
he  must  have  with  contributors,  both  peraoDatty 
and  by  means  of  correspondence ;  the  intemem 
he  must  have  with  other  parties  on  the  boaaness 
of  the  work;  and  the  quantity  pt  manuscript  he 
has  to  read  through  with  the  greatest  can^ 
coupled  with  the  alterations  he  is  often  obliged 
to  nmke, — were  enough  of  themsdves  to  oeeo^Qr 
a  man's  entire  attention,  tb*  Gifford  oAan 
inentioned  to  his  friends  that  the  duties  of  Us 
oflioe  as  editor  of  « The  Quarterly,*  were  of  so 
acduous  and  multifiarious  a  nature^  aa  acaicely 
toleive  him  a  m<»nenfs  time  for  other  otgeets. 
Mr*  Lockharty  I  befieve^  akp  finds  hia  huida 
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Sufficiently  fall;  he  has  not  written  any  eepaiili 
woA  smce  his  assumption  of  the  offiee  of  editor; 
and  it  is  well  known  among  Us  private  firieiidi» 
that  it  is  to  the  claims  <  The  Quarteriy*  has 
on  his  time  and  attention,  that  the  public  aveto 
ascribe  the  long  delay  in  the  publication  of  hb 
promised  life  of  Sit  Walter  Scott 

Tkis  London  and  Westmikstsr  Rxyiew 
n  the  next  of  the  London  Quarterlies,  which 
claims  my  attention.  Hiis  periodical  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  junction  of  two  works—*  The  West- 
minster' and  <  The  London.'  <  The  Westminster' 
was  started  in  1824,  by  a  number  of  gentlemen 
calling  themselves  Utilitarians.  They  were,  in 
other  words,  the  advocates  of  the  Benthamite 
system  of  philosopfay.  They  held  substantially 
the  same  views  as  that  lUstinguished  man,  botii  in 
politics  and  in  dvil  and  criminal  jurisprudence. 
He  hunself  took  an  active  interest  in  the  for- 
tunes of  'The  Westminster  Review,'  until  a 
very  short  time  before  hw  death.  Its  chief  con- 
tributors, as  well  as  founders,  were  tiie  late  Mr. 
James  Mill,  author  of  <The  History  of  British 
India,'  ftc,  Mr.  Ifilfs  son,  Mr.  Francis  Fhcfe, 
Mr.  Bentham,  Mr.  Southwood  Smith,  and  otiuM^ 
Its  poGtical  views  were  thoroughly  Raificil, 
wliieh,  at  th§  time  of  its  atartinft  were  diiefly 
eoiiAMt  to  the  lower  etassea  of  aooiely. 
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Tlw  (fietelwrial  and  petoltfifc  tono^ 
ti%  iriikk  it  «itaBiedi]i  deriing  widi  mofp^- 
mmA,  1VM  ¥evy  uyurieus  to  it  I  do  not  lourr 
vhife  was  the  exact  amocmt  of  its  cinniUitioa 
dttring  any  part  of  (he  fint  ox  ynn  of  ite  ^r 
iflfeODoe ;  but  I  hare  been  told  it  never  aoU  twehe 
bandbwl  eopiaa.  Its  ciTeolatioQy  I  know,  was 
verf  Iknited;  and  during  tbe  yean  1827  aad 
1828^  it  had  ftUen,  instead  of  rising,  veiy  coii- 
adetaUy.  It  was,  m  abort,  afker  an  experiment 
efaeariy  flixyean,  r^;ardhBd  by  the  parliea  most 
4B^ly  interested  in  it»  as  ^'ahopelesB  onder- 
IduBi^''  and  it  was  understood,  utter  the  ap- 
paemnoe  of  the  nineteenth  number,  if  1  remem- 
tariig|bt»  to  be  extinct;  at  all  events,  tbe  usual 
lime  for  the  appearance  of  the  next  number 
acftved  and  passed,  and  the  subeeribeia  catted 
in  wn  for  Oe  publication  of  the  woik.  Siordy 
alter,  however,  some  new  amngement  as  to  the 
pmpriefeorskip  was  entered  mto;  and  graat  ex- 
ertaoBS  were  made  by  ^  new  parties  intoroslad^ 
tecaise'The  Westaoinstei' from  its  jUIea  eeiH 
ditioiu  J^.  Bentbam's  mcmey  wu  liberally 
expended  in  advertising  the  work,  new  in  a 
fcoat  measure  Us  property,  tbreiig^t  tfie 
f.  TlieeAMCtwefl^innveiy  great  degree^ 
'  The  WtatiHMleif  slanad  all  aft 
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into  m  w&m  capstanQe;  ift  tiie  eoniM  of  a 
inr  nwnflii,  h  attwnfwl  «4JrciiUtioB  of  upwardt 
td9JM»wpm.  Audit  weUdeeerred  it;  for 
it  oo«tiBU0d  for  flome  time  ta  display  great 
takat  Im  1881  the  dreulatioDt  I  believe^  wae 
Boi  ODneh  abort  oC  S^OOO.  What  contributed 
evealiaDjr  to  this  xiae^  waa  the  very  excited  state 
ef  the  public  miiid  at  the  ttme^  on  the  subject  of 
Refon0)  in  ooqunetion  with  the  drcumstanee 
of  the  auqority  of  tfie  peqple  ha?ing  suddenly 
<<  advanced"  to  tibe  extreme  political  opinions  of 
<  Tfae  Weatttunster/  <  Hie  Edinbur^  Renew* 
waa  now  looked  on  as  lagging  behind  the  spirit 
of  the  age^  thou^  even  it  had  made  a  visiUe 
^  onward"  movenEient.  Colonel  Thompson, 
now  Member  for  Hull,  was,  at-this  time^  part 
piwprietor  of  ^The  Westminster/  and  one  of 
ita  ablest  «id  most  eKtensive  contributMs.  The 
wolUjiown  artielaa  on  the  <  Ckxm  Laws,'  <  West 
In&  fOavery/*  and  several  on  <Free  Trade,' 
wU^  apiPM!^  at  tliia  tni^  were  from  his  pen^ 
Ibe  very  quaintness  of  Ihe  atyle  in  which  they 
wave  Wfitlsn,  ssrred  to  attract  attention  to  thsnu 

*  The  article  on  '  West  India  Slayery/  wbicn  ap^ 
peered  in  one  of  the  volumes  for.lSSO,  was  represented^ 
an4  I  think  Justly,  by  the  Anti^avery  fiocielj,  as  one 
of  tile  most  aeata  and  osadnsively  rtasonsA  aitidlea 
tfaa^ri 
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Mr.  WU  also  oondnued  to  be  a  frequent 
tributor.     Tie  celebrated  artide  on  '  The  Bal- 
lot,* which  appeared  m  one  of  the  mssAm  for 
1831,  was  his.    That  article  produced,  peihaps, 
a  greater  effect  on  the  public  mind  than  anyober 
article  which  ever  appeared  in  any  periodical 
The  question  of  the  best  way  to  secure  die 
greatest  independence  in  the  exercise  of  ibe  elec 
tive  franchise^  about  to  be  conferred  on  ao  large 
a  portion  of  them,  occupied  aS  inen*B  thoughts; 
and  the  article,   copious  extracts  from  whidi 
were  given  in  the  newspapers  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  made  converts  by  thousands.    Beton 
its  appearance,  the  vote  by  ballot  had  been  ad- 
vocated only  by  the  very  lowest  classes  of  Ra- 
scals;  in  the  short  space  of  8&x  montk»  after- 
wards, the  necessity  of  the  ballot  to  purity  <rt 
election,  formed  one  of  tiie  resolutions  paaaed 
at  almost  every  meeting  in  &vour  of  refcnn 
held  throughout  the  country.    The  arcide  in 
question  had  the  ihrther  eSeet  of  addii^  serCtal 
hundred  subscribers  to    <  Tlie   Westarinaler.' 
Mr.  MDl,  the  younger,  was  tiie  aulfaor  of  theTe* 
view  of  Dr.  Whatiey's  <  Logic,'  and  of  many  oQwr 
able  articles.    Mr.  Bentham  oocaoionafiy  oonlii- 
buted  at  this  tune.    His  mvolved  anddisgoiiited 
yet  norvous  style,  at  once  distingoiaiied  faiB  fva- 
duetions  from  thoaa  of  oilier  miiank      Mr. 
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Roebuck,  tin  meadMr  far  BtO^  wa» 
opntributor  to  '  The  Westeiiister'  at  tfais  tioie. 
Other    pttrtiee   fimuahed   oeettioiial    artiolM 
One  very  learned  pqwr,  whidi  appeared  about 
this  period,  on  ^Egyftisa  Notation,'  waa  by  Dr. 
James  Browne,  of  Edinburgh;  and  the  artidb 
on  <  Sootdi  Reform,*-^  a  Yery  imperfect  one, 
by  the  way,  though  the  intereat  attaehing  to  the 
subject.at  the  tune  invested  it  witii  some  im- 
portance,—was  by  Mr.  Weir,  then  an  advocate 
in  Edinbui^h,  and  a  contributor  to  «  Tait's  Ma- 
gazine,' and  now  editor  of  <  The  Glasgow  Aigna,' 
a  newspaper  published  twice  a  week.      Mr. 
Merle,  about  that  time  editor  of  ^  The  Cooriei^' 
furnished  the  articles  on  the  newspaper  press, 
which  appeared  in  three  consecutive  numbers. 
One  was  on  the  London  Daily  Press^  a  sec<^ 
on  the.  Weekly  Press,  and  the  third  on  Ae 
Provincial  Press.    The  articles  bearing  on  me- 
dical subjects  were  almost  all  written  by  Dr. 
Sottlbwood  Smith.    Dr.  Bowring,  who  was  part 
{»t>prietor,  was  the  principal  editor  at  this  time. 
He  ako  contributed  pretty  eztenrively  to  its 
pages.    In  188^  and  1838  Dr.  Bowrii^  qient 
a  great  part  of  his  time  on  the  continent,  being 
one  of  tfie  persons  appointed  by  govemment  to 
procure  information  as  to  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  govenuMot  aceouata  of  Franee  and  Bel- 
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r/  wbA  dMrefoTO  dekgat^i  tfaem  to  Us 
w^ilimj  OAaoA  Thomimoii.     De.  Bomiafft 
kowever,  stffl  aelamed  lib   intenst  m  'Itie 
Wei^iiiinster'  as  propfietor :  indoed^  he  was  now 
1ili»priiieipal  propnatos^  Jerany  Beathasi  ha?ii^ 
at  Us  deatbi  a  sbort  time  befufi^  bequeathed 
Ins  share  of  tluit  periodu»l  to  tbe  Doctor    Co- 
looel  Hiompsoii  continued  to  oondiict  the  work» 
bill  the  excntomeBt  in  the  public  miiid  on  the 
aulgect  of  Be&im  haiing  in  a  very  great  npuBir 
sure  stibsided*  it  now  b^so,  in  1839^  to  M 
rapidly  off  in  cireulation.    la  Uie  hope  of  re- 
eo?ering  its  ket  ground,  or,  at  any  nde,  of  pre- 
^nentiii^  a  further  decrease  in  its  numbers,  the 
npedient  of  reducing  the  price  firom  ax  to 
'  finir  shaiings,  was  resorted  to^  in  1834.    It  did 
not  answer  the  purpose ;   not  only  did  it  £ul  to 
recover  the  lost  cirettlaljep»  but  it  did  not  pre- 
vent its  fiurther  hSL    It  contanne4  to  go  steadily 
down  until  the  beginning  of  the  pr^asot  ynr^ 
when  It  was  said  to  be  as  lew  as  about  1»M)0 
copies.   At  all  events^  it  hadbeemne  so  redneed 
in  circulation,  as  to  suggest  the  profiiety  of  die- 
cDBlmuing  it  as  a  separate  puUicalieB.  Aj^ae- 
tian  was  aooonlu^y  eSMtod  with  <  the  l<eD- 
m  Fefamsqrt  «r  vt  mynlbt  inl 
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No  work  of  a  amilar  kind  was  erer  paibif^ 
got  up  at  less  sKpenss^  tban  <  The  Weatmiiistar 
Review/  Several  of  tfie  coAtribntors  wooU 
never  accept  of  any  pecuniary  remuneratioii  for 
iheir  contiibuliops*  The  late  Mr.  Mill  and  his 
son  were  among  the  number.  Iliere  were  others 
who  had  no  personal  interest  in  the  thing,  who 
furnished  some  of  its  best,  artides.  What 
between  the  contributions  of  theses  and  the  arti- 
cles which  die  proprietors  AemsebeB  furnished, 
it  was  supposed  that  not  moie  than  one-half  of 
the  matter  was,  on  an  average*  paid  for.  And 
even  those  writers  who  wera  remunerated,  did 
not  receive  high  tenns.  Sixteen  gniness  the 
sheet  were  the  highest;  ten  guineas  were  moi9 
frequently  the  rate  of  payment  fw  every  rixteen 
pages  of  letter*press. 

Ths  Londok  Revibw  had  been  stsrted 
about  twebe  months  before  by  Sir  Williani 
Mokswortib,  member  for  the  eastern  division  of 
Cornwall  Sir  Willism  is  a  gentleman  of  large 
fortmpe^  and  of  decidedly  liberal  princit>les.  He 
is  ene^  mofeover,  so  ihorou§^y  devoted  to  his 
political  ^ttnion%  as  to  be  prepanMi  en  any  oe* 
caaion  to  make  great  peciuvffy  sacriftcea  kt 
tbem.  Hea(eBceadnme9dth9handM9#amk 
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tt  a^MK  to  flslaUUi  'Tbe  LotoAon  Renev/ 
Thegroand  it  took  wu  Ait  of  entin  exem|H 
timiroa  ptfty;  it  wib  realty  indqMndent  in 
dio  broadest  ecoeptalioii  of  tne  teniL  Iti  svowed 
poKlieel  principles  were  houadiold  sufti^ 
aliort  parliaments^  and  the  rote  by  beDot  lis 
soooess  did  not  bj  any  means  answer  the  a- 
pectations  of  Ae  proprietor*  Tnere  were  se- 
veral good  artides  in  every  nomber,  bo^  as  a 
wbol^  tiie  work  wanted  spirit  and  energy.  One 
peculiarity  of  the  work  was  the  sAiing  the 
lutiab  of  eveiy  writer  to  the  artide  he  fin»- 
niahed,  so  as  to  do  away  in  a  greet  meastae 
with  the  anonymoni^  and  to  give  it  a  greater 
weight  of  diaiaeter.  *  The  London 'conthmed  to 
linger  on  for  five  numbers^  irfien  die  ]ancfion 
took  place  with  « The  Westminster.'  Ite  ftoM 
Jide  dn^idation  never  exceeded  tibree  or  fbnr 
htmdred.  Mr.  Thomas  Fakoner,  a  soliciter» 
and  brotheNm-lawto  Mr.  Roebudc,  the  member 
for  Bafli,  was  the  editor:  Mr.  Rodnid:  was  a 
Tegahr  oootribotor;  so  was  Mr.  Charles  BoUer, 
M.P.  for  Liskeard.  Mr.  Albany  FooUaDque^  €t 
*  Hie  Examiner/  had  one  of  the  artides  in  the 
first  number  asoribed  to  hmL  The  Bev.  Mr. 
FoK,  .the  Unitaiian  minister  of  Ffaisbary-etreet 
Aape^  famished  one  or  more  papeieiM  Aeiat 
Mr.  16%  the  youafer^  sen 
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dflb.  Jaamlfill^  ibBmaAotijt  the  <Hblov)r 
of  Bri&h  Indity'  wrote  sereni  articbs  of  gieat 
abifitj  for  <  The  LondbiL'     The  one  on  the 

<  State  of  FhiloBophj  in  England^— one  of  the 
meet  masterly  I  hare  seen  in  any  periodBcal— 
ipas  by  him.  SBr  WilHam  Moleswerdi  himself 
also  oontribated  some  of  its  best  papers^  Mr. 
Robertson  furnished  the  one  <m  <  Mttrtin  and 
Montague^s  Lites  of  Lord  Bacon,'  which  i^ 
pesred  in  the  faurdi  number,    and   thai  on 

<  Shakspesie*  in  thelastjuumber.  There  were 
sereral  other  occasional  contributory  but  none 
of  them  of  mudi  rank  in  the  literature  of  the 
day. 

The  union  with  '  Tlie  Westmmster'  has  car* 
tainly  impfoved  *llie  London;*  for  it  is  <The 
London'  rather  than  <The  Westminster*  that 
is  continued^ — Snr  M^Iliam  Holesworth  having 
purchased  the  copyright  of  the  latter,  and  en^. 
trusted  die  managnnant  of  the  <<  wedded  woite" 
to  the  editor  of  <  Hie  London.'  The  drndar- 
tiim  of  «The  London  and  Westnunster  Renew' 
is  now  very  respectsble— it  is  ibout  1,600;  and 
as  it  iathe  onfy  quarterly  organ  of  thoroi^gfaly 
Liberal  prindplesi  it  oug^t,  conducted  as  it  is 
with  conaiderable  tact  and  talen^  to  suoosed. 
Most  of  the  eontrihotm  to  <The  London,'  m 
^ef  si«^  MiMWodnom,  contianeto  te- 
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in  titm  Jdbf  nmriier,.  to  aqr  nodiiiig  of  one  wlndt 
warn  «  fejeeted/*  lb.  Bnlkr  writn  lor  flon» 
othtt  pemdolB :  his  acceptad  stides  ttc^  taktQ 
imlkeMggngatb,  in  the  ntisof  t«o  toOBt  to 
the  rejected, — ^Aidi  after  aH  ia  not  ao  hmi^  I 
sho^UfaeaoRy,  Aoogfal^noBBanacanmittiBg 
nyaeif  with  ita  pofitical  prinripfaa,  to  aea  tiie 
spBfited  ivopnelor  defeated  m  nia  vicfiia  thropgn 
m  «f  «lM|aite  80{ip«t  ir«  flio»  wlMW  .pi. 
niooe  <Tlie  London  and  Weeteunster'  reppa- 
aeiit^  and  vlioae  intereete  it  adrocetee.  Some 
of  d»  centf3>at<ln  ftmueh  €bm  aiticiea  gob^ 
toitoiidy.  Hie  usaal  rate  of  laanmcntion, 
lAen  lliey  are  pud  for,  ia  nxteen  gaoMaa  per 
aketL 

lYrEFoBEioN  QuaiitbiiltRbifibw  was  iterted 
in  ldES7.  A  sindar  work  had  been  mecfitalad 
by  some  of  die  seme  pntiea  far  eeme  yean  pre- 
'vioosly,  and  eo  tsr  back  ae  1890  a  pro^ectoa 
had  been  pubHahed  of  a  pmod]c4  ^  ^  ^^^^ 
dncted  on  the  sane  plan,  under  Aetifle  of  *  The 
Emvpesn  Kenew;'*  eurcconstaneefl^  howeteT) 
oocnrred  to  prerent  ttie  fatter  work  ntaWiig  ite 
appearance     *  TIte   Fbre^n  Quaiteiff^'  wae 
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$tmt&i  hf  the  teHgn  bodmlkn, 
Tmattel  and  Wurtz^;  aodtba  editenali 
menit  was  confiiod  to  Mr»  GiUieA,  aoa  of 
Ixxrd  GillM%  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
SoMBftt,  and  to  Mr.  Jmims  Eraser,  anihor  of 
<  Traveh  in  Peni%-  &c  SMam  has  aay  pe» 
lioditol  started  under  more  favourable  auapicea 
dwQ  did  <  Hie  Foreign  Quarterly.'  The  plan 
was  quite  ne«>  fuid  the  field  to  be  explored  waa 
rioh  and  ample.  The  cantribntDrSy  too^  weve 
for  the  meet  part  men  ci  distiiiguiahed  taknta^ 
Sir  Walter  Scott^  Dr.  Souihey^  Mr.  Thomas 
Carlyl^  aadothcrs,  were  among  the  number. 
The  «KtieIa  in  the  second  numbei^  on  iha 
^  Wcwks  of  Hoffinan.'  waa  by  Sir  Walter  Soolt 
Sonthey,  if  I  remember  rightly,  had  two  Yeiy 
.  aWborate  articlea — one  of  them  on  <  Spain'*-.*^ 
in  the  first  number.  <  The  Foreign  Qnai^ 
tetiy^'  imder  diese  fiivouxnUe  circumstances^ 
foae  at  once  to  a  good  circulation.  By  the 
infi  the  third  munber  appeared*  the  ctrcii*> 
Wkm  exceeded  1,500.  Bat  oathe  publicaifatt 
^  that  number^  the  wotk  was  i^ji»ed  thaoni^ 
•  Idiapitf^  amopg  the  edte9  aod  propiietoaak 
ifr.  GiUiB%  the  priteval  editor,  rasidsd.  m 
Edwkm^,  MdMr.  FnMrwaBtoMtsaLflAi 
dan  aa  asinalant  iir  anh  nJimr^  Mn  i 
jgmiitnm  kf^m^ih  Immm  te  Ua 
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intoiiodDe^  wm*9t  tint  timj^  die 
'  in  llio  hoiiiB  of  uio  projpnetan  \ 
He  nteifcrod  with  tiie 
^of  Ifr.  Fnaer,  and  ihdi 
a  qoaml  wfaich  ended  m  tiie  aeeeinoii  of  Mr*. 
¥tma.  Mr.  Codimic^  irtioae  oondoet  bad  faafln 
approved  of  hf  tlie  proprieton^  was  ippoioled 
Mr.  Fneei^e  enccefor,  and  the  futnie  Bombcn 
of  '  Tlie  Foragn  Querteity'  a|i|Mnrod  dueSy 
onder  the  editorehip  of  Mr.  (Mbnaaitf — ^Mr. 
Gillie%  from  hie  reeideiice  in  Ediabuq^h  and 
,  being  unable  to  take  any 
'  part  in  the  matter  beyond  the  fimufihing 
aavcral  artidee  ai  bis  own,  and  gettmg  eoma  of 
bb  personal  friende  to  contribute  to  its  pageft 
Mr.  Fiaaer  immediately  started  another'  perio- 
dical in  opposition  to  '  Ibe  Fordgn  Qoarterfy.* 
U  was  pobBdied  by  Bkck,  Youngs  and  Yooi^ 
of  TavistodHrtn^p  under  Ae  tide  of  'The 
Foieign  Review.'  Its  price  was  cheaper  than 
that  of  its  opponent;  the  price  of  each  nnoiber 
of  <  The  Foreign  Qaarfterly'bdi^aneBafaiDinp 
I  whSe  that  of  the  new  worii  was  only 
In  every  eAer  reqiact  the 
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euiied  on  in  bodi  periodioftb  for  tome  timi^ 
wUch  had  die  eAct  of  injuring  l>otlL  Mr.'PtwmF 
took  whb  him  somo  of  the  aUeot  oontributora  to 
*  The  Foreign  Quarterif/  Among  these  were 
Soudiey  and  Carlyle.  The  nevr  publication, 
however,  nerer  readied  a  Uurge  circulation, 
though  it  was  ably  oonducted^  owing  to  the  dr^ 
cumetance  of  there  not  being  room  for  two  ooiw 
ducted  on  preciaely  the  same  pkn  and  pubhabed 
at  the  same  intervals  of  time.  It  was  regularly 
published,  however,  as  Car  as  the  tenth  number, 
making  five  volumes,  iriben  it  was  incorporated 
with  the  very  work  in  opposition  to  which  it 
was  started.  *  The  Fordgn  Quarterly '  gained 
both  in  circulation  and  character  by  the  junction. 
The  price  was  reduced  fn$m  seven  shillings  and 
nxpenee  to  six  shfllings,  the  price  at  which  <llie 
Foreign  Review' had  been  published.  Mr.Cocb- 
vine  was  now  the  prindpal  editor;  but  as  be  had 
gone  to  Edinburgh  to  conduct  *The  Caledonian 
Mercury'  newq^per,  which  he  did  for  two  or 
three  years,  he  got  some  literary  gentleman  to 
aasist  him  in  London.  Ifis  si^iary  for  condne^ 
ing « The  Forngn  Quarterly'  iras  SQOiL  per  a»» 
nm,  with  the  undemlMiding  that  it  shottU  i»- 
emsewitfi  the  inemsed  woeesa  of  the  worik 
Uwmm  hofmrmtgU  Ae  lemdi  of  a  com|»>« 
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iMto  of  IfOM  ooftey  and  Ifr.  Ckidiiwe  giH  no  m^ 
i  in  his  fldacy.  A  change  took  |daoe  wmn 
thiB  in  the  pertaeVBhip  of  die  house  hy 
wbieh  <  The  Foragn  QoaKteify*'  was  publifihed; 
insfcead  of  the  name  of  <ilie  fim  being  TrentteU, 
Wartx»  and  Qv  it  was  now  Bichter  and  Ca  In 
1884^  the  firm  bOed;  but'  Mr.  Codrane  eonti- 
nued  the  pDhfieadttn  of  *  Hie  Foreigni  Quarterly  * 
as  usnaL  Som  after  tiu8»  heweirerf  a  misanderw 
standing  occortad  between  him  and  theasagnees 
of  Blister  and  Co^  the  consequenee  of  which 
was  has  secession  from  'The  Focsign  Quarterly/ 
and  his  startiiig  anoliier  wcnk  in  opposition  lo 
it,  and  on  precisely  Ae  same  pfaoi^*— under  Ae 
title  of  *  Ckxdmaie's  Foreign  Quarted/  Review.' 
It  only  readied  two.monbers.  Who  the  preaesl 
^tor  of  ^  The  Forrign  Quarterly'  isi  I  do  not 
know.  *It  is  still,  aa  it  always  has  beei^  a  ytn 
readaUe  work.  Of  late  it  has  not  shown  any- 
thing like  oommanding  talttt^  nra*  haTo  any  of 
its  actides  created  what  is  called  asensalMak 
Of  aU  those  which  have  appeared  in  it  from  Ihe 
tba^  those  whidi  hanre  atkraeted  most  j 
waea  two  on  tibm  aflUrs  ^  Gveeoa^  wfaieh  ^ 
inblidied)  I  tinnk,  in  the  tsntli  and  tweMA 
wmAasa  They  e(MitaiMdagnatded.orMat 
JMpaitMt  faifcnurtaoo,  ralaliffi  to  EoMpeaaaf^ 
HllhafeaeMDy  At  that  time.  ^  iIm  infisMtifln 
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to  wfaich  I  fefer  was  of  a  kkui  whkli  oeudd  hsiw 
.  been  supposed  aoeesiiMe  to  ao  ofie  but  the 
foreign  niiiidteift  of  the  varhMB  Ett#^^ 
the  general  impression  was  that  some  otie  must 
have  obtained  it,  send  written  Ae  sitides,  by  an 
abuse  of  the  eonMenee  of  Lord  Pahnerston. 
Sueb  was  not  die  &ct  Tlie  articles  were  writ- 
ten bythe  kbe  Mr.  Murray,  at  that  time  editor 
of  th^  foreign  departznent  of  ^  Tlie  Hmes,'  and 
the  inlormation  he  made  use  of  was  oommuai- 
cated  to  faim  from  femgn  courts. 

Some  of  tile  most  readable  artkles  in  « The 
Foreign  Quarterly/  wh^i  in  its  best  days, 
were  on '  TkiMk  JPbetry/  « EossStti  Peetiy/ftc, 
and  were  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Bowring^  who  is, 
perhaps,  more  eonTorsant  with  these  topics  than 
any  otiber  person  of  the  present  tinie. 

I  do  not  know  the  exact  amount  of  the  pre- 
sent eirculsiAkm  of  <The  Foreign  Quarterly  V 
but  tfns  I  know,  that  it  ia  nothing  to  what  it 
was.  ¥nm  afi  I  can  I^axn,  it  is  considerably 
under  (,900.  It  oi^it  to  be  much  higher;  but 
dbe  ehanjgpi  wUA  hafs  taken  place  in  the 
edMan^  and  piopsietonhip^  hare  operated 
greatly  agmnal  it  The  nsual  rate  at  which 
re  paid^  ytmim  tan  tsn  to  sixteen 
par  sheet    It  tskeo.  Ktb  part  in  po- 
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ntelyLibeiaL    It  confines  itedf  tonotxce^  of 
works  pubfished  in  fbseign  coantries* 

The  BftrmH  and  Forbigk  Rbvisw  is  of  re* 
cent  date.  It  was  started  in  the  beginning  of 
1835.  It  bdottgs  to  Mr.  Beaumont,  tbe  mem- 
ber for  Northumberland,  a  gendeihaa  of  large  fi>r> 
tune — about  KK^OOOf.  a  year*— and  of  great  mo* 
ra]  worthy  bolii  in  his  public  and  private  capacity. 
One  of  the  leading  objects  Mr.  Beaumont  had  in 
view  in  the  establishment  of  the  *  British  and 
Foreign  Review/  was  that  of  advocating  the 
cause  of  Poland  agmnst  its  oppressors,  whether 
by  Russia  avowedly  and  positively,  or  by  other 
European  Powers  clandestinely  and  parmissively. 
Mr.  Beaumont  is  oixe  o!  the  most  sinoere  and 
ardent  fnends  of  which  poor  Poland  caa  boast 
in  this  country.  His  seal  on  its  behalf  is  only 
equalled  by  that  of  Lord  Dudky  Stuart  That 
of  Mr.  Cutlar  Fergusson,  and  oilier  poisons  I 
could  name,  seems  to  have  vaniaked  with  their 
appointment  to  office.  For  roost  of  the  able 
articles  on  the  Polish  question,  wbidi  have  ap- 
peared in  <  The  Briti^  and  Fore^  Itovxew,' 
we  are  indebted  to  Ae  pen  of  Mr.  BeanaMHit 
himself.  Lord  Brougham  conliftnled  two^  if 
not  three,  articles  to  tfie  §nt  nomiMr.  'Bmas 
on  ^Toxea  on  Kniowledge^'^aad  on 
icenrai,  were  wtisien  ^iiy  am^uttimmfit 
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then  he  has  not  written  any tUngj  either  lor  Ihis 
or  any  other  periodica],  with  the  exoe|ftion  of  a 
short  paper,  about  tweive  months  rince^  for  <  The 
Edinburgh  Review/  on  ^  The  State  of  Parties.' 
The^at^r  contributors  to  «The  British  and 
.Foreign'  are  not»  with  very  few  exoeptioni, 
known.  Mr.  Charles  BuUer,  the  member  for 
liskeard,  has  furnished  various  papers.  Some 
of  its  artides  relative  to  Turkey  and  Turkish 
affairs,  are  understood  to  have  been  written  bf. 
Mr.  Urquhart,  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  pub- 
lic are  indebted  for  <  The  Portfolio,^  which 
lately  excited  so  much  interest  in  the  political 
world.  Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  wrote  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  April  number  on  <  The  Chancellor- 
ship,' and  Mr.  Shiel  wrote  a  paper  in  the  same 
number  on  another  legal  question.  To  the  latter 
gentleman  the  public  are  also  indebted  for  the 
vigorous  article  in  the  July  number  ^  On  Ire- 
land.' The  first  editor  of  ♦  The  British  and  Fo- 
reign Review,'  was  Mr.  Young,  a  young  gen- 
tleman, a  member  of  the  English  Bar.  His 
connexion  with  it  cmsed,  for  some  reason  with^^. 
which  I  am  unacquainted,  before  the  appear* 
anoe  of  the  second  number.  His  succobsoi:  had 
also  but  a  short  tenure  of  oOm»  He  was  sup- 
planted^ or  resigned— I  do  not  know  whidb*^ 
r  the  pnbGoatien  of  tb^  July  number  of  the 
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pttBmit  yMT.  Ifr.  Mm  KeoMe^  a  ] 
of  ooBflderabfo  etUbnif  «  n  j^f^o-fluon 
scholar,  was  appoiatad  to  tiie  Tacaat  afitaial 
d»ir,  wUch  lie  stiU  oceupias.  Mr.  KeaUe, 
however,  is  not  madi  more,  practicattf ,  dma  a 
aub-edkor,  as  Mr,  Beaumont  biniaetf  takes  an 
active  part  in  tbe  manajtcment  of  the  woik. 
The  'British  and  Foireign  Renew'  paysftr  eon« 
tribations  at  the  rate  of  twenty  gianeas  per 
sheets  whiles  in  sovne  cases,  as  faig^  as  twanty-lMff 
hate  been  given.  Tlie  plan  is  eiodknt;  and 
Iharebare  been  aeveral  masterly  attidea  in  every 
nmnber.  But  dhere  alwajm  have  bean  at  least 
asmaay  ofaheavy  kind.  Ita  typogiaphioal  a|H 
peaiaaee  la  against  it  The  **  ieadiiig"  of  tbe 
pi^es  of  a  *  Quartttlj*  la  a  dnag  we  ate  ao  ufr- 
aeeustomed  to,  that  it  ia  unpleaaaat  to  Ibe  eye. 
Hie  paper,  too,  omng  to  its  unuaoaUjr  bkiiah 
colour,  tends  to  give  the  work  a  dull  Mppest- 
anoe.  It  would  b>ek  muoh  better  if  it  had 
twaething  of  a  ydlow  tfaigt^  aimilar  to  Aat  on 
which  *  The  Qiuffteily  Review*  ia  printed.  Tbe 
dneulation  is  &ir  for  a  bsginain^  Of  the  fcat 
wumber,  in  order  tbat  tbe  wink  wi^  be  fudy 
larought  under  the  notice  of  tfaep«UI<^  4iiMia 
wire  printed.  It  ia  cbaa|ier  Hm^  Ike 
QaarlorIia%  tke  priaa  baiaig  oil^  Janr 
ihiHifleB:  itdeea  aai 


itized  by  Google 


OVAftTSUisa  2M 


In  polilMs  it  i>,  like  Mr.  Btaumoiit^ 
the  proprietor,  deddedly  Liberal  and  stricdy  in* 
dependeiit* 

Tbk  Doblik  Rmxir  is  ef  eliil  more  reoeet 
origin  llian  ibe  <  BtfilHh  and  Fcnign.'    The 
first  number  eppeered  in  April  hit.     One  of 
the  prindpel  puipoies  for  ^f^A  it  wae  sterted* 
was  thftt  of  advoeeting  Roman  ddMic  prinoH 
pletr.    It  is  the  aecredlted  quarterly  organ  of 
that  l)ody^  and  is  avowedly  condneted  by  ibvee 
weltknown  gentlemen  belonging  tq  t^  namri]{V 
Mr.  O'Connell,  Dr.  Wiseman,  and  Mr.  SFQuin, 
author  of  <  A  Voyage  up  the  Danube.^    As  it  Is 
yet  so  youngs  Httleean  be  said  as  to  its  merits 
Hie  two  numbers  Whidi  hare  appeared  ars 
highly  respeetaUe;  but  there  is  nothing  bril* 
liant  in  them.    They  are  interesting  and  in^  . 
etrodife^  rather  than  profound  or  nmateriy* 
One  great  hxdt  of  Ae  fiist  nuniber,  was  the  ' 
approprialion  of  too  mudi  spaoe  to  Roman 
Catkoiic  topics.     The  eibct  was  to  give  the 
work  a  deeidedly  theologieal  eomplezion,  wUdi  ^ 
the  projectors  never  meant  it  should  haveb  *Thb  j 
DnWtt  Review,*  aeeording  to  tiie  pr«spectn%  ia  ! 
intended  to  be  eesenlially  a  Kterary  and  political 
joumaL    lYie  second  number  has  less  of  a  see* 
tarian  tinge^  though  still  too  much.    The  daas 
ofpemfcatprinriplsswithwiiicfc  'TlmSliUin 
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Review'  identifies  itseli^  will  be  at  oneeinfaied 
from  the  names  of  the  osleiuible  oonduelors^ 
They  are  liberal,  in  the  most  liberal  sense  of  the 
word.  It  advooates  household  suffrage,  short 
parliaments,  aad  &e  vote  by  ballot  Its  circu- 
lation  is  already  great  I  quertiOB  if  the  maiden 
number  of  any  of  its  quarterly  coiitemp(»aries 
was  equally  sneoessful  in  Ae  first  instance.  Se- 
iferal  thousfmd  oojues  of  it,  I  am  assuredi  vare 
sold  within  two  or  three  days  of  its  pid>IioatiQiL 
A  hitge  docttlatbn,  indeed,  altogether  irrespec- 
tive of  its  merits,  was  to  have  been  expected. 
Hie  name  of  Daniel  0*Conndl  being  advin*- 
tised  all  over  the  country,  as  one  d  the  editors^ 
afforded  a  guarantee  of  itself  for  an  extensive 
circulation,  especially  in  Ireland.  *  That  country^ 
in  fact,  is  likely  to  be  the  chief  scene  of  its 
success,  as  it  is  not  only  got  up  under  the 
auspices  of  one  whose  name  is  more  than  a 
household  word  there^  but  strenuously  supports 
the  religion  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people, 
and  devotes  itself  in  a  special  manner  to  the 
discussion  of  purely  Irish  questions.  A  sum  of 
^0.002.  vras,  I  understand,  placed  in  tiie  pub- 
lisher's hands,  in  order  that  it  mij^t  be  carried 
on  with  eflbct,  before  the  appearance  of  the  first 
number. 
I  have  £hus  spoken  ^  the  five  metropohtaa 
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Quarterlies.  Hie  leading  periodicals  of  this 
class  make  a  point  of  always  having  as  many  ar* 
tides  on  hand  as  would  enable  diem  to  issue  a 
numbed  at  less  than  a  fortnight's  notice.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  during  the  time  of  the  pass* 
ing  of  the  Reform  Bill,  two  nimibers  of  *  Tlie 
Quarterly*  appeared  at  an  interval  of  less  than  a 
month.  People  tiot  in  the  secret  wondered  how 
the  matter  could  be  prepared  for  it  so  soon* 
The  articles,  with  the  exception  of  the  <«ie  on 
Reform,  which  was  of  course  brought  down  to 
as  1^  a  time  as  the  publication  of  the  number 
would  allow,  were  all  cut  and  dry  beforehand* 
The  ftet  of  having  always  so  much  matter  more 
Aan  is  requisite  for  the  current  number,  on 
hand,  accounts  for  t)ie  apparent  delay  which 
often  takes  place  in  the  notice  of  a  particular 
book*  The  notice  will  scHuetimes  not  appear 
for  nine  or  twelve  months  after  it  is  wntteii* 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

PERIODICAL  LITERATUmS^TBS 
MONTHLIES. 

The  C^entleman's  Magazine— The  MeotMjr  ReWeir—* 
The  Monthly  Magashie -- Tke  Sdectie  Btviev*- 
Thft  NW«r  MoBlUr  MagMine— Fraier'a  Magasne-- 
Tkt  MatropoUtan  Magasia^-^The  MontUi  Hepo. 
aitoiry— The  Lady's  Magazine— The  Court  Magv 
zine — The  Asiatic  Journal— Alexandei^s  East  India 
Magazine  —United  Serrice  JoumaL 

The  Monthly  Periodicals,  inchidfaig  Aose  of  a 
religious  diaracter,  aremuehmore  nninerotu  than 
the  Quarterlies.  The  oldest  of  them  are  abo  of 
much  greater  antiquity.  At  what  time  mo&tUy 
periodicals  were  first  introduced,  is  a  point  I 
cannot  settle.  It  must,  howeyer,  be  eonader- 
ably  upwards  of  a  century;  jfor  The  Gs^itle- 
man's  Magazine,  whidi  still  exi8t%  can  boast 
of  an  age  exceeding  100  yearse    It  was  esta- 
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bKihed  m  178a  It  was  fcr  a  lM«  dne  aTWj 
popular  periodieaI»  and  had  a  nmeh  borger'cir- 
culatioD,  until  Ae  end  of  the  atit  eentliry,  than 
aiqr  of  its  eentemporariog.  Its  droiilation  is 
stiU  eonpaz^tively  good.  It  is  upwavda  of 
1,^00  copies.  Amidst  the  great  and  nu- 
neroQs  vieisaitadesy  as  regards  &e  plan  of  ma- 
nagemem^  wUcfa  other  periodieak  have  under- 
gone^ <  Hie  Crentleman's'  has  held  on  in  essen- 
tiafly  the  samw  eourse  otot  since  ils  commence- 
ment. You  meet  witfi  the  same  *^  Sylvanus 
Urban"  in  18M,  as  its  readers  did  a  hundred 
years  ago.  He  is  still  tiie  personage  whom 
young  aspirantS)  in  their  first  attempts  at  au- 
thorship, are  so  anxious  to  propitiate.  His  wor- 
shippeiB  are  many  in  number. "  Numerons  are 
the  youths  who  have  afterwards  risen  to  great 
literary  distinction,  whom  **  Sylvanus  Urban** 
has  been  the  means  of  introdueiDg  to  public  no- 
tice. And  he  still  flourishes  amidst  all  tiie 
^gonr  of  youth— for,  no  deubt^  he  is  deatined  to 
a  mote  than  MddmsaSea  age— to  do  the  same 
khid  ojlees  to  the  rising  race  of  embryo  ge- 
niuses. We1}d6 1  recollect  the  pMlMnd  reqieet 
rad  wvrm  affectidnwiili  wtdi^,  some  quarter  of 
a  century  ag0|  I  ns^l  to  regard  «<  Mt  UiiMO." 
Wbst  a  bappjr  man,  Utovght  I»  must  he  be, 
when  tm  hk  toismpmidimm^a,  uttoMtMa  race 
*  O  5 
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ibBj  oNtainly  were  ia  tboae  days — addreaB  bhn 
in  terms  of  audi  marked  attudimeiit  and  be- 
coming humility!     <<  Sjdvanus"  wss  at  that 
time  a  psodigioua   &Yourite  of  mine«     The 
Gent^  as  tot  bievity's  sake  they  caU  die  Maga- 
zine in  Patemoster-Row, — the  6m^  had  really 
^<  a  constant  reader  in  me."    I,  indeed,  denned 
it  a  <^  valuable.  Magasine.''    Do  I  esteem  it  the 
less,  now  ?    I  am  sure  I  hare  said  nothing  of 
the  kind  Let  me  not  be  told  that  my  attachment 
Iq,  or  respect  for^  so  venerable  a  '  Gentleman' 
have  in  the  slightest  degree  abated  because  I 
have  not  of  late  been  able  to  cultivate  his  ac- 
quaintance to- the  same  extent  as  formerly.  That 
is  Fato*8  faulty  not  mine.    Circumstances  over 
which  I  }uui  no  control,  have  compelled  me  to 
share  my  attention  to  my  aged  friend,  with  mo- 
dem upstarts.    StiU  I  have  never,  at  any  time 
of  my  life^    altogether  forgotten  the  Gmile-- 
man  with  whom  I  formed  my  first  acquaint- 
ance; need  I  say  I  never  will,,  until  all  my 
earthly  remembrances  are  omisignedy  with  my- 
self>  to  the  narrow  house  ?    iditiquities^  bioigra- 
pliies,  obituaries,  criticiamsy.  &c.  &c^  fona  still 
the  principal  characteristics  of  <The  Gesill&> 
man's  Magazine;    Iji  these  respects  it  stands 
unrivalled.    Its  pages  are  always  fuU  of  deq^ly- 
interesting  and  varied  matter  to  all  who  aiv 
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Ibiid  of  such  subjects.  Were  it  powible  tat 
any  man  to  commit  to  memory  its  contentSi 
since  its  commencement|  he  voiild  be  altviiig 
encyclopae^'  in  these  matters.  He  might,  in 
fiict,  be  said  to  know  all  that  is  known  on 
such  topics.  About  twelve  months  since  *  Hie 
Gentleman's^  Magazine*  passed  into  new  hands; 
bat  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  present 
editor.  That,  however,  is  of  little  consequence, 
as  its  character  remains  unchanged, — which,  in- 
deed, it  must  continue  to  do  if  regard  be  had  t6 
its  prosperity.  Its  circidation,  properly  speak«> 
ing,  is  not  of  a  popular  iiature ;  in  other  words, 
one  does  not  so  often  meet  with  it  in  the  conunon 
walks  of  life  as  he  does  other  periodicals  which 
have  not  half  its  circulation.  Its  subscribers  ar^, 
foV  the  most  part,  retired  antiquarians  and  aged 
literary  gentlemen,  living  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  By  them  it  is  not  only  read  and  ad- 
tnired,  but  almost  idoHzed  Formerly  the  price 
was  half-a-crowti ;  now  it  is  three  shillings  and 
^sixpence- 

Next  in  point  of  antiquity  among  our  metr6- 
polit&n  Monthlies,  comes  The  Monthiy  Re- 
view. It  is  now  drawing  towards  its  huil- 
dredth  year.  It  was  established  in  1749.  It 
was  the  first  of  the  kind.  At  least,  in  my  lA^^ 
quirieB  into  the  literature  df  the  last  twocenttt^ 
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mmim  pl«a.  It  eooa  noaed  itielf  into  a  £ur 
ditBohilioDi  ^hmg^the  oiigiiiaton»  atthetauB 
of  atarlHigil,  appetr  to  hmre  bsd  sonoua  mb- 
givingB  M  to  its  sueoeis.  Hiey  looked  om  it  aa 
altogether  aa  wpmswnt.  It  was  established 
hjr  My.  QfiAtb,  in  wheee  bands  it  ranaioed, 
cooductod  by  biiDseli^fDr  nearly  forty  years.  On 
his  decease  it  became  the  property  of  his  son, 
who  continued  both  proprietor  and  editor  till  he 
was  oUiged  to  retire  from  the  concern,  oinBg  to 
iU  healthy  in  1825,  The  period  during  which 
*  The  Mouthly  Review'  thns  continued  in  the 
hands  of  the  &tber  and  the  son,  was  seventy-six 
yeaps — a  circumstance  which  has  no  parallel  in 
the  anpals  of  literary  property,  and  very  few  iur 
stances  in  those  of  axqr  other  description  of  pro- 
perty. There  is  something  so  touduQ^y  interest- 
ing in  the  Curewell  address  of  the  younger  Mr. 
Griffith»  at  the  dose  of  the  last  volume  of  ld24» 
that  I  cannot  forbear  giving  the  following  passage 
from  it:— <<  He  has,**  he  says,  ^been  allowed 
a  hettt  to  love  literary  employmmt  as  a  saered 
tsust  and  calling,  and  the  ambitiim  to  hope  that 
tibue^  exorcise  of  it  was  heoouraUe  to  him  and 
.nsebil  to  the  public;  but  while  that  pabhe  mvmt 
be  left  to  jjcidgB  of  his  labont%  (now  exerted 
during  no  ahiict  term  of  yeais^}  he  himself  has 
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al«q»  nfMitodhfliMra  ^wMqiiil  tlip^'  and 
hia  dhrene  iteirilh  ngwd  te  ivdfli  i«wm  te 
be  intmdMl,  fur  oae  monenfti  on  hU  retdera 
With  iMon,  then,  he  itakei»  that  he  is  i^  length 
obliged  to  ytdd  to  the  geedhigB  of  pei|>etual 
ethnont,  (at  this  ouMaent dinUiii^  him,)  aad  the 
dictates  of  reitenifted  meiBcal  iwiiaeaiilun ;  liiat 
undtfr  endi  warabiga  he  miiafc  eiaaiidpaAe  Umr 
self  ftwi  die  literary  toil:  and  anxiety  whieh  have 
hitherto  been  his  sole  end  and  aim;  Asd  tfaai^ 
with  the  commenoeiiient  of  vokuM  one  hmdred 
and  eeten  of  the  new  aeries,  *  Hie  Monthly  Re- 
view* will  become  tfie  property  of  otfters.  In 
thus  relifiquMhing  a  statimi,  in  whkh  he  endeft- 
Youred  todo  what  might  be  public  good^  heaajr 
he  permitted  to  indulge  die  fiiefasaytieii  that 
some  good  has  Umi  ctone,  and  that,  hitherte^ 
this  octogenarian  work  has  been  foimd  the  steady 
and  iadependeiit  advocate  of  the  general  inte- 
rests of  liter atue^  of  motel  vistue^  of  poKtiral 
freedom,  and  of  rallgioas  liberty^ — nnawed  fay 
the  ihMatentiig  aspect  of*  dm  worst  of  tmaes,^ 
and  uneedaeed  by  the  attoremasitecf  peace  and 
fteaattvs^  whkh  it  has  been  ^iSke  ite  fhitmin 
to  wkness  in  its  protracted  career. .  •  *  •  * 
For  Ums^  he  seeks  tepoee  afldleisBse  to  court 
die  sBidles  of  Hygels,  or  rasifprntion  to 
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her  iiMBmttUe  froiro,  iintU  the  ttooaent  aImII 
•mre  vhoriie  must  fed  how  tnie  U  U 

^It  wiU  not  profit  theo  tliat  thou  hast  tried 
To  scale  the  9BbAA  vault)  and  hast  o'crnia  in  mind   ' 
The  sceatj  great  globe  itself^  when  luind   zpirea.' 

<^  Denied  the  enviaUe  and  i»e  lot  of  his 
bAer  throughout  ]ife»  he  new  prays  only  for  a 
diare  of  the  Ueaeing  which  attended  him  at  its 
doBe,  in  fab  tarenquxlfity,  his  Tetrospeet,  and  bis 
prospect'' 

During  most  of  the  long  period  in  which 
<  The  Monthly  Review  ^  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Oriffitfay  who  instituted  the  woric»  and  the  son  who 
-suoeeeded  him  on  his  death,  it  was  tSociniaii  in 
its  theology.  Smoe  the  latter  gentleman  relin- 
qnkhsd  its  maaagmien^  it  has  not  identified  it- 
self in  any  mariued  manner  ^ith  any  religious 
party  whatever. 

<  Tlie  Monthly  Review'  gives  an  admirably 
connected  view  of  the  literatmre  of  Great  Bri- 
tain for  nearly  a  century  past  Nothing  could 
exeeed  the  exceltonce  of  its  plan ;  and  it  has 
.  been  aUy  exeeated*  SaK)Uett,^  GddaB»tfa»  Jofan- 
B&a,  Sterne,  Himie»  Hawkesworth*  andahneet  all 
the  great  men  who  flouririied  in  the  latter-half 
of  the  last  eeaturyt  contrttmted  laqpdy  ie  its 
A  eofjr  of  ^  ,work   fmm  its  com- 
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wwB  mM  ifi  the  ooune  of  kel 
year»  by  Mr.  Evaiifl^  the  auotbneer,  whidi  cod- 
tained  the  names  and  die  article4  of  the  leading 
contributore  to  it  I  myself  bought,  a  few  years 
ago^  the  copy  of  it,  from  the  oonmienoement 
down  to  the  dose  of  18SM»  making  erne  hundred 
and  ninety-two  volumes, — ^whieh  belonged  to  the 
celebraied  Dr.  Ssmuel  Parr ,  and  I  expected,  as 
that  learned  though  eeeentric  man  was  in  the 
habit  of  making  remarks  on  the  margins  of  moat 
of  his  books,  that  there  would  have  been  notes  . 
relative  to  the  authors  of  the  most  important 
articles  in  *  The  Review.'  In  this,  however,  on 
examining  the  work,  I  was  disappointed :  pencil 
remarks  of  any  kind  are  very  few,  and  none  of 
Itiem  relate  to  the  authorship  of  the  articles. 

*  The  Monthly  Review'  was  the  first  periodi- 
cal to  introduce  that  philosophical  tone  of  dis- 
cusQon  whidi  is  now  universally  adopted  by 
the  higher  class  of  reviews.  To  the  late  Mr. 
William  Taylor,  of  Norwich,  a  man  of  consider- 
able note  among  the  literary  characters  of  the 
end  of  the  last  century,  belongs  the  credit  of 
first  giving  a  phikeophical  diaracter  to  our  peti- 
odled  criticism  by  the  example  he  set  in  *  Tbe 
MontUy  Review*' 

On  going  through  « The  Monthly  Rmiew,'  I 
have  been  often  amused  with  the  erromsons  ^e- 
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ti«iate8  lAidi  tbo  wvlten  «ftM  foniicd  nf  fiie 
merits  etAe  woits  Aey  notfeed.  Ma&y  auHms 
whose  names  are  as  anknown  to  usas  to  thekfah 
bitattts  of  Tindiaeloo,  weve  represented  in  ^llie 
Monfhly  Review'  of  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago^ 
as  geniuses  of  file  first' magnitude ;  and  a  pepo- 
hrity  wide  as  the  civiliaed  work),  cad  lasting  as 
time  itseM^  was  confidently  predicted  to  fluRB. 
Others,  again,  who  were  uncetemoniomSy  and 
at  once  consigned  t(^  utter  and  everlastiBg 
ohUvion,  are  now,  and  will  continae  to  be  for 
generations  to  come,  popular  in  no  ofdmavy 
d^fee. 

It  is  now  exactly  thirty  yeiurs  since  the  emu- 
lation  of  <  Hie  Monthly  Review  *  began  to  de- 
crease. In  18M  appeared  its  unfofrtonatie  re- 
view of  the  poems'  of  the  late  amiable  Henry 
Kirke  White.  The  conteanptuons  opinion  ex- 
pressed of  that  young  man's  inteSeot,  as  weU  as 
his.poems^  formed  one  of  the  many  {slse  jodg- 
ments  to  which  I  have  alhided.  The  iwview  of 
his  poems  contrUnited,  in  no  amafi  msasote^  to 
hurry  the  ingenioas  au&or  to  a  pffematniegmive; 
for  it  is  well  known,  not  only  foom  Us  tmu-te^ 
corded  expression  that  he  eoBBiderDdit^asiin* 
strument  in  tlie  hand  of  Satan  to  Aire  Urn  to 
dsspdr,''  Imtfimn  the  testi»ony  of  has  fitfanda, 
vial'  it  consfeaBtly  preyed  on  Ida  apuilil  dmuig 
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vmy  nopMit  of  his  fehort  naiaiiiing  Ufc.  But 
«Thie  MoQtUf  Review'  boob  found  tlMit  Hho 
Uov  it  ittfnck  Kirko  White,  asd  from  tliedbotB 
of  wUeb  be  never  recovered^  reoeBed  w  ifeaelC 
Hie  hanhness  and  injustice  of  ita  treatment  of* 
the  gifted^  tbou|^  poor  and  nnproteeted,  yovng 
Bia%  were  no  aooiier  brought  before  the  pubUc^ 
than  they  were  seen  and  condemned*  A  atrong 
fedkg  i^gaioat  the  w(^  was  esoited  everywheve^ 
and  ita  drouktion  immediatet^  began  to  adbr 
to  a  very  great  extmit  The  establiehment  of 
<  The  Qiwrterly  Renew'  in  1800,  and  the  ee* 
taUiebiBent  of  ao  many  other  periodicals  aince 
then,  have  oentributed  hxffi^  to  diminidh  the 
cireidatien  of  *  The  Moatfily/  Ita  circulatioii 
is  now  liaaited*  but  very  select  It  is  still  con- 
dueted  with  taste  and  talent:  the  plan,  ub  I  have 
already  said,  is  admnable,  and  were  apublislmrof 
capital  and  enterpriae  to  undertake  the  concern, 
I  have  no  doubt  he  would  soon  make  it  an  ex* 
celleai  property.  I  am  satisfied  there  is  much 
more  aeope  for  it  now  than  there  has  been  for 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Who  the  gentle- 
men are  who  conduct  i^  and  contribute  to  its 
pages,  I  do  not  know«  R  is  published  by 
Mr.  Henderaeo,  of  die  Old  Bailey,  who,  if  I  mia- 
take  Bot^  b  ako  the  proprietor.  Some  yeara 
ago  the  priea  of  each  nwdber  was  raised  from 
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lulta  ctwii  to  three  diilEi^  and  aixpaie& 
Tlus  was  an  injodietous  rtep^  after  it  had  been 
publiahed  far  neatly  riglity  years  at  tibe  foraMr 
price,  and  above  all,  at  a  tune  when  die  cnedb- 
tion  was  declimng. 

Taking  the  periodicals  in  the  order  of  their 
respeetive  ages,  <  The  Monthly  Magasine'  next 
tlaims  attention.  It  was  established  in  the 
year  1786;  so  that  it  has  now  attained  the  good 
old  age  of  forty  yesis.  I  do  not  know  by  whom 
it  was  started ;  but  it  came  soon  after  into  the 
hands  of  Sr  Ridiard  linllips,  the  author,  or 
rather  cmnpiler,  of  '  A  SfiDion  of  FwcHa,^  and 
various  other  scJentifle  and  statistical  works.  Hie 
eharacter  of  *  The  Monthly,'  during  the  long 
period — nearly  thirty  years-^it  was  in  Sir 
Ridiard's  hands,  was  much  more  statisdcal  and 
scientific  than  literary.  It  was  a  mecKmn  for 
asking  and  answering  all  setts  of  qoeslions  bear-* 
ing  on  science  or  on  matters  of  £ict  Its  circu- 
lation, while  it  was  the  property  and  under  the 
editorial  control  of  Sir  Richard,  was  reiy  con- 
siderable. It  was  upwards  of  I900L  GSieunt- 
stances,  however,  occurred  some  ten  or  eleven 
years  ago,  to  render  it*  necessary  thi|t  he 
should  ipart  with  it  It  then  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Tory  proprietors,  who  not  only  akoge- 
iiier  dianged  its  diameter  otherwise,  but  made 
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it  die  v^de  of  Ham  own  political*  seRtmeBtB. 
It  dius  suffered  in  two  ways  from  the  change  in 
the  proprietorship  :thoBe  who  chiefly  read  it  be« 
fore  for  its  Liberal  politics  discontinued  it  now 
that  it  had  become  fiercely  Toryish ;  while  those 
who  formerly  took  it  in  for  its  Science  and  its 
statistics,  were  equally  dissatisfied  with  the 
purely  literary  character  it  assumed.  Betwixt 
these  two  classes  of  readers,  the  circulation  soon 
fell  off  to  700  or  800,  In  1826  or  1827,  Dr. 
Croly,  the  author  of  several  popular  woiics  of 
fiction^  undertook  the  editorial  duties  of  <  The 
Monflily;'  and  while  under  his  control  it  be- 
came one  of  the  most  furious  advocates  of  Tory* 
ism  to  be  found  ttther  among  the  literary  jour- 
nals or  newspapers,  in  any  part  of  the  country. 
It  aspired,  to  use  its  own  phraseology,  at  being 
considered  the  <  Blackwood  of  Ihe  South.'  Tliat 
was  a  distinction,  however,  which  it  never  ac- 
quired. Still  it  must  be  admitted,  that  it  was 
conducted  with  great  ability,  though,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  mentioned,  the  talent  it  displayed 
served  only  to  write  it  down  instead  of  raising 
its  drculation.  It  is  true  that  some  new  pations 
of  the  Magazine  were  procured  by  its  advocacy 
of  Tory  principles;  but  these  bore  a  misanUe 
proportion  to  those  it  had  lost  by  the  changes; 
Whowesre  the  proprietors  at  this  time^  I  am  mrt 
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Cffolif't  takvy  is  Mid  to  have  beM  two  luadred 
puMM  per  aaniim.  CMtribvtiMS  nere  thn 
fdd  for  at  iHSira^  ntab,— mm  getting  m 
giOMM  and  odiera  only  five  gmneM  per  dieet 
It  WM  alae  adrerdaed  very  laigefy,  and  eveiy 
pMriUe  esLertioDy  tlioogh,  m  I  have  i 
eeaifidlyy  wm  made  to  get  it  upu  The  < 
quenee  waa  a  yery  aerioua  loBB  to  dieprapdelon. 
It  eontiaued  imdmr  Dr.  Crdiy'a  man^geoMt  for 
tiro  or  llvee  yeaf%  when  it  agm  dtangad  hands. 
Who  thm  got  it^  or  what  waa  die  price  paid  fer 
ill  ate  matters  widi  wfaidi  I  am  iBiaeq[iuMled. 
On  tfda  dumge  it  as  suddenly  reeorred  to  its 
Imner  Libwal  principles  m  it  had  apoatatiaed 
from  thorn  when  it  came  into  the  poaaeasaon  of 
the  prerious  Tory  proprietras.  This  was  ano- 
tiier  blow  to  it;  for  the  Tory  readers— the  woid 
'Gonaarvative'  had  not  then  begim  tobe uaad-- 
who  had  bem  attrai^ted  to  it  through  Che  pemoiw 
al  tnrflnence  or  talents  of  Dr.  Groly»  iamediataly 
gave  it  upb  In  a  fewmonths,  therefetOi  the  cir- 
ootelkMi  bad  £sllen  to  600.  The  proprietor  Aem 
got  tbed  of  'The  Monthly;  and  said  it  tnCb^ 
tarn  HoUaml  for  300/.    Captain  Helkmd 
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tiamd  jajpiktoi^  VmaM  abo  eoiiduetiiig  Aie 
worlc9U]itatlMaiituiiiii4)f  18S5.  It  then  passed 
into  the  fandt  of  Mr.  Cornisb,  audHnr  of  ^Tbe 
Soogs  of  the  Loire,'  and  com|Mler  of  «The  Gen- 
tleman's  Book,'  <My  Daughter's  Book,' .  'The 
Book  of  the  Miliion,'  <The  Volume  of  the  Affec- 
tioBS^'  &c  While  in  Captain  HoUand*8  hands 
*  The  MoatUjr'  was  condueCed  with  nnich  good 
taste.  It  was  one  of  the  most  readable  of  the 
melropolitaa  periodicals ;  but  as  no  money  was 
spent  <m  advertising  it,  and  very  little  in  the 
shape  of  paying  for  oontributions,  it  slowly  fell 
off  m  cbcttlation.  Mr.  Peter  Gaskill,  author 
of  <0U  Bfaids,'  <Oki  Bachelors,'  < Plebeians 
and  Patricians,'  and  several  valuable  statistical 
works,  succeeded  Captain  Holland  in  Match 
1885»  as  editor  of '  The  Montiily,'  but  he  only 
condncted  it. till  the  following  August  It 
is  genecally  known  that  in  ihe  hands  of  the 
editor  who  succeeded  Mr.  GaskilX  'Hie 
ilbmAkj*  suibred  in  circulation,  and  to  a  still 
greater  esfeeatin  character.  Mr.  CoraiA  db»- 
posed  of  the  oopyr^ht  to  Mr^  T)ioms,  of  Wai^ 
wiek  fiqasvtti  m  March  of  flie  present  year.  It 
is  still  in  Ifr.ThoBis's  hands.  It  again  chai^ 
Its  ediiorsUp  i«  Angost  tet  In  whose  hands 
die  maaageiaeiit  is  at  present  vested,  I  cannot 
^.    I  beiev^  that  it  has  not  any  r^gnbr 
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«£tar)  in  the  flenae  iawhidi  the  terai  is  ufuafl^ 
\iik||WBtood  A  great  many  of  the  most  distia* 
goiahed  men  of  the  age  have  at  one  time  or 
other  enriched  the  pages  of  <Tbe  Monthly^ 
with  their  cootributioiu}.  Among  these  may 
be  mentioned  Mr.  Gait,  James  and  Horace 
Smith,  Albany  Fonblanque,  Allan  Cuningfaam, 
Sir  Egenon  Biydges,  Sheridan  Knowlea,  &c 
&C.  When  under  Captain  HoUand^a  manage* 
ment  Mr.  Francis  Place  used  to  contribute  pdfr- 
tical  and  other  articles  to  it 

The  Eclectic  Rsvibw  is  condocted  on  e»- 
eentially  the  same  plan  as  <  The  Monthly  Re- 
view.' It  is  a  work  of  long  standing,  and  has 
always  been  remarkable  for  the  talent  and 
learnmg  with  which  it  has  been  edited.  ¥or 
many  ye«rs»  it  could  boast  ci  the  names  of 
Robert  Hall,  John  Foster,  and  James  Mont- 
gomefy,  among  those  of  its  stated  contributon; 
and  its  pages  are  still  enriched  by  coatribuftioDa 
from  the  most  distinguished  writers  bdoo^ng  to 
the  Dissenting  interest  c^  the  preseiit  dav^  Ih. 
J.  Fye  Smith  rei^y  truly  stated,  some  tine  ago» 
that  <  The  Edectic  Renew,*  conlaiai  aiticke 
^iAidi,  if  they  appeared  in  <  The  Edinhnq^ '  or 
^  Quarteilif '  Reriew%  would  piodwea  a 
lion  in  the  litcraiy  world.  Harii^alnijfS.i 
tiled  itaalfwiththecaaaeof  Vimf^iUi 
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ktion  18  cUiiy  anoBg  IteDiiMntan.  It  is  to 
be  regxelted  it  should  not  ibid  its  way  into  g^ 
neral  dxculatioo ;  .for  never  did  periodical  better 
deserve  it  Itoughtatany  rate  to  be  extensively 
read  by  tbe  fiiends  of  Liberal  principles;  for  its 
advocacy  of  those  principles  is  equally  diarao- 
teiized  by  earnestness,  peraeveranoe,  boldness, 
and  ability.  Mr.  Josiah  Conder,  as  already  re^ 
marked  in  a  parevious  chapter,  is,  and  has  been 
for  many  ye«rs»  the  editor  «f  <  The  Eclectic 
Keview/  A  more  honest  or  fearless  asserter 
of  his  priaciplee,  thui  Mr.  Conder^  whether  as  a 
Dissenter  in  religion,  or  as  a  Liberal  in  politics, 
does  not  eoust;  and  were  the  daims  of  ^  The 
Eclectic '  only  brougjbt  foirly  before  die  public^ 
it  could  not  fail  to  command  an  extensive  circus 
latiofi. 

<The  Eclectic  Review'  is  partly  a  rdigious, 
partly  a.  literary  publicaticm.  I  never  knew  a 
work  in  which  there  was  a  happier  union  of 
literature- and  religion.  Every  successive  nuav- 
ber  aftifds  a  practical  refutation  of  the  charge 
that  has  sometimes  been  thought  against  eyaa- 
gdical  priBei(les,'-^namely,  thist  tbey  are  ineom- 
patiUs  vitb  a  idish  for,  or  ooltiviitiiim  of,  the 
.  nioce  refined  .branobes  of  Uteratute.  It  is  dil^ 
eul^  indeed*  to  aay  whether,  tjie  merits  of  .^The 
£cla0lb'  be  grsat^t»  eonsi$l^Sf4>.ae^alltefafy.9r 
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thaf^  wen  tho  gntcm  of  fitentniv  «BMte  fte^ 
qoently  bhndsd  wiA  vttil  pi^,  ib»  mtararts  of 
nligkn  wouU  be  gvsatly  pouoled  by  tbe  omon. 
« The  Edeetk' is  piriiliebed  at  two^aad-^^ 
aiwnher^ 

Tbb  Nbit  IfosTBLV  Mjusasoib  steitMl  into 
a  large  obealation  sood  w&i»  its  appeannce. 
It  could  haidfy  hate  be«i  odMrwiae  with  a 
ramke  so  ^atinginshed  ibr  its  editor  m  that  ai 
Tboflus  Campbell,  and  w^  a  pioimetor  ao  eo- 
terptiaiii^  and  so  fiberal  m  his  wanaatalioii  cf 
contnbutora,  as  Mr,  ColbonL .  Ife.  Gobim's 
opinion  was,  that  the  best  way  to  eaaore  the 
sooeess  of  <  The  New  MontUy' was  to  pfoense 
die  best  eontiibotioius  wliatever  aheeld  be  the 
price,  and  then  to  expend  a  laige  snm  in  briaf- 
ing  its  merits  faefote  ^be  public.  The  event 
showed  he  was  right  TboH^  it  only  stated  in 
1814»  it  had  attained  a  ctreoklMm  of  iqpwasds 
ef  e^OMin  lfll2.  Mr.  Campbell  leocived  the 
priaesly.  salary  of  MML  foot  eeaduodiv  it;  and 
aaeuiedfy  nev«r  was  money  more  easUy  earned. 
Hia  eSoe  was  quite  a  siaeoara  dsmg  llw  kst 
fcw  yean  be  iled  it  Be  wiMft  aeamlf  ai^* 
thing  Umadf ;  ner  cBd  he  laNNMe  btmmXmoA 
abont  tbe  artidea  wfaieh  were  seirt  Ibr  inner* 
«oiibyeoBttA«tefBL    The  dniy  ef  decUfay  er 
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A0  whniiiiynor  rqectioo  qf  theie  w«»  Jkhlg^M 
ia  ^  Bugorilrir  of  ciia^  to  the  9iib-editor»  Mr. 
Cyn»  Redding^  autbor  of  ^The  HietMy  of 
^Wmm^''  Ska;  fcr  the  pevfiMmaaoe  of  whiUi» 
and  other  sub-odbtoriai  doties,  he  rteeiyed  a 
BdlttyofSSOlayen  When  Mr.  Oampbea  dki 
imdertake  to  decide  mm  to  wb^dier  a  perticiikr 
•rtide  ihould  be  iMerted  or  tiqeetod,  be  did 
not  Make  the  taek  a  bivdoMone  onto.  The 
moimit  he  cha]«oedr'-<?eo  thon^  ib  the  tery 
tet  peg^  and  conaeqoetttly  ^before  he  oonld 
have  apgraeeitete  idea  Mi  flie  ehancler  of  ibe 
artick;  the  momeiit  he  dianced  to  ataet  iritk  a 
ainglbiphffafle  whidi  Jie  thought  in  bad  taata^  he 
oeaeed  readiig  any  fiirthei^  bnt  at  onto,  toaaed 
the  wtarn^  hilo  the  booc  anropriMed  lor 
thejeeeptioaof ''i^^dlidaKikka.'*  U,  Mgum, 
beiBNiteoagklhveoortiinrpagea  of  thanMh. 
nnaeripl^  arfl  k  ilfeaeed  Umaoinr,  ne  ilmtodati 
BO  telbB%  IM  ordeved  th^MUe  ftr  uieeHian. 
Mt.  Gan^beD  and  Mr.  GUhKB  diAfod  irftti 
each  odier  in  18B1>  and  Ae  madt  "laaa  the 


Whaithes«0UBd  of  diBpalaiaa%ianotkBo#a. 
I  h»BehaerdifeaDnidoBt^ata«editiawbeQattfle 
^Mc  Coban  liiniatarfj  (tentfary  t^  Ma.  Qanp- 
beK'a  aich,  taiban  fartnkila  ef  eailnant  Btcmy 
lihaMmttina  It  baa  alnh  beeto 
II.  r 
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dtstedi  fliat  tiie  true  ground  was  dttt  oT  Mk 
OoDNira's  propoong  to  reduce  Mr.  Ganpibelf  s 
salary  from  6002.  to  4002.  It  were  no  wonder, 
though  Mr. Golbum  had  madesueh  a  pro|>oBaI, 
oongidermg  the  little  labour  Mr.  Cam^sM  per- 
formed for  hb  salary.  If  Ais  was  the  cause  of 
the  dispute  the  only  matter  of  surprise  is  Aat 
%•  Colbum.did  not  make  the  proposal  m^idk 
sooner.  But  whateirer  may  lUKve  been  the 
difBnences  between  proprietor  and  editor,  the 
result  was  what  I  have  stated.  Mr.  Edward 
Lytton  Bitlwer,  autbor  of  ^  Eugene  Aiam,*  &c. 
was  ai^inted  Mr.  CampbdH's  suooessor,  ^  a 
salary,  if  I  aai  eorreclly  infamed,  of  4001.  a 
year,  and  Mr.  S.  C  Hall  soon  wtttar  suciseeded 
Mr.  Cyrus  Reddii^  as  sub-eAtor.  Mr.  Bulwer 
.was  for  some  time  suflkisntly  atteBtiTe  in  the 
diadiarge  of  fab  editoriai  dnties;  butiAat  he 
possessed  in  d3i§enoe  was  neutrdbed  by  his 
want  <rf  judgment jortnc^  'TheMewMstttUy' 
had  always  been  (fistn^gfuidied  for  its  fight  and 
atnusing  lifeeBatun^  ind  sduedy  ever  deleted 
it8pi«estojpoIitiGal4iseiMaoBs:  ofteslMi  am 
article  of  a  pqlitioal  compIexieB  Iwl  beeia  ad- 
mitted inio  it^  it  was  never  more  Hum  iMde- 
rately  liberal  Mr.  Bolwii^  Imwevsr,  afi  at 
once  made  4bemagaifiiis  an  esgan  of  the 
atemBwiiealiam.  Ibe^ 
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dS^o^  8e«fp  imn  soon  ftk;  nomben  "who  had 
taken  the  magazine  from  die  ecmunenoemeiit 
Arew  it  up ;  while  the  Radicals  were  too  poor  to 
make  up  for  the  fiilEng-offy  by  pordiaaing  a  three*' 
and-sixpenoy  periodicaL  Had  it  been  published 
at  sixpenee  per  number,  possibly  Mr*  Bulwei's 
poKcy  might  have  been  sound;  tfie  gain  in 
subscribers  might  have  exceeded  tiie  loss*  *  The 
New  Monthly^  continued  fidHng  in  drculation 
tinder  Mr.  Bulwer's  Radical  management:  it 
suA^red  also  from  his  neglect;  for  though  adiTe 
at  first,  he  began  to  grow  so  remiss  in  his  edi^ 
tonal  duties^  tliat  Bfr.  Colbum  sometimes  did 
not  see  him  above  once  or  twice — and  then 
only  far  a  few'  minutes-^for  several  successive 
weeks.  T%e  feet  was,  that  Mn  Bulwer  was  at 
that  tfane,  as  he  stiUis^c  Member  of  Parliament^ 
and  betwixt  his  attendanoe  at  St  Stephen^  and 
Die  time  he  occupied  in  Ae  writing  oC  Us  novels, 
be  had  not  many  spare  hours  to  devote  to  the 
editmg  of  tlie  magaane.  The  only  ground  of 
comi^aint  against  him  was,  Aat  he  <Ud  not, 
under  these  cbenmstsnoes,  resign  an  oAeewUdi 
beeooUnolfriHIlGredKtabfyto  himself  and  ad- 
vatttq[dously  to  his  employer.  At  the  end  of 
the  session  of  1838^  Mr.  Bulwer  one  day  waitili 
on  Mr.  GoSmm,  and  mentioned  that  he  intemled 
Ae  eoBtiDent  far  a  feir  montlis  fertile 
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teirpJi  uniiiil  >Jef»,  To«lia]fr.Cal- 
tea  fllt«le4  a^i^  tte  if  Mr.  BdMr  <fid 
Mi  Ua  the  dafiM  aff  «e  adltaad  «Cm  a  bis 
itvnddW 


at«M«    lir.&CHiA«« 

bw  been  minittod  to  Mr.  BfM 
I  fasBe  aot  Wwril  vha*  bis  abay 
m.  <lb»  Nmr  MwAlf '  law  bmi  bettw  eon- 
4netad  ky  kin  4b»  k  «H  bf  1m  pnteMor. 
ItoarciiblbM,  tban^  noOiig  to  vbrt  k  < 
im^kitagood.  Itki 
cfaDf  «fthe«dMri 

T»  cMMBite  Ibe  aaaw  of  thM»  «rb»  favre 
tram  fnt  to  ImC  euuUiblBd  to  'Hk  Ncv 
MiHtUyi*  wid4  be  to  ■wrfw  dMek  erety 
■itoe  of  Bote  ii  wd—  ilHitea     Vader 


fbnUMitb» 
«be«B»iiM 
jadbiA 
iMitabi^giii^^MaiL  BDtbib» 
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mS  S&o^-^-^^ie  celebrate  authors  of  the  ^  Re^ 
jficM  Addr^OBCB,^  bam  written  times  without 
number  for  if.  Theodore  Hook  has  also  been, 
and  stilt  is,  one  of  its  most  frequent  correspond- 
entB.  Gait  has  fbmished  an  occasional  article; 
80  has  ABan  Cunningham.  The  article  on  Sir 
Walter  Scott»  which  appeared  in  1882,  was  by 
ABan.  The  poetical  department  was  'many  a 
time  and  oft '  graced  by  the  tender  and  beautifid 
effusions  of  the  late  Mrs.  Hemans'  muse.  Tlte 
leading  contributors  at  present  are  Mrs.  S.  C. 
HaB,  Miss  Landon,  Mr.  Grattan,  author  of 
^Highways  imd  ByewayS,*"  James  Smith,  Tlieo- 
dore  Hook,  the  tothor  c*  *«  Paul  Pry,''  Leigh 
Hunt,  &&  &C.  Thomas  Campbell  may  be  con- 
ridered  a  constant  contributor  until  his  *<  Letters" 
from  the  South'*  shall  have  been  completed. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  liberality  of  Mr. 
Cofturals  remuneralien  fbr  accepted  contribu- 
tions. I  am  told  he  nevift'  offers  less  than  ten 
guineas  per  sheet;  but  the  usual  rate  is  sixteen. 
In  many  instances  he  has  given  as  high  as ' . 
twenty  guineas,  ^vt  Charles  and  Lady  Morgan 
never  were  offered  less.  I  believe  Campbell  has  ^ 
the  same  stmi — some  think  a  higher  one — ht 
his  <*  Letters  from  ibe  South.'' 

FttMiaa^n  MAdAzms,  or  <  Regma^*  as  it  sonie-^ 
times  Iseelioady  calls  ttmH  was  commenoed  iit 


itized  by  Google 


I 

318  nUOMCAL  LRXftAVimS. 


I  nefcr  koeir  ai 
o  mMidaij  befne  die 
Tbete  vas  lisidlj  anytliiiig  of  &at 
tnimpela,  in  tlia  ab^pe  of  |to>|iecUJB 
▼ft  tiwiii'iffityi  whidi  usoalfy  vAen  a  i 
dical  of  any  pretensioiis  to  kannig  aad  aldityy 
into  existeBee.  Oiioe»  bo«efer,tlkit  ^Regiaa' 
( bcr  aH^earanoe  there  werano ladL of  ad- 
i  to  annoimee  her  fairdk  Bat  what 
aer?ed  moat  to  attnwt  attantioR  to  die  i 
gasne^  were  the  wit  and  pimgenqr  of  ita  i 
The  originatois  of  the  mA  eecaied  to  be  at 
ooeo  the  happiest  and  moat  ilLoatnred  TCipieB  in 
ChriitcndogL  They  aboeed  efer^odyi^  and 
bnghed  at  everybody.  The  politied  aitideB 
were  equally  xemaikable  fer  diarnlkv^-Tovyiani 
and  for  the  pungeney  and  abSifcr  widi  wUch 
they  were  written ;  while  the  reviewa  of  hooka* 
which  were  always  in  dw  fonn  of  leodii^f  arti- 
cles, must  have  inflicted  more  agony  on  die  hap-> 
leas  anthoia  doomed  toenooQnterdleirlaal^dlen 
woaU  baTO  been  caused  by  ^  the  sla^sof  a 
diousand  scorpiona.'*  Even^the  very  imt 
ber  of  <  Fraaer^a  Maeaxine*  attiaded  very 
ral  attention.  By  die  time  three  or  four  num- 
bers made  their  appeaianoe^  it  waa  regarded  aa 
an  eatahBahed  perio<ficdL  The  aa 
have  chaDcaetanaed  tta  arddes  ever  i 
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nd  pab* 
^of  <IUgiMt'  wasMttbeangnatorofllie 
worib  It  WM  Mother  gentlenm  of  the 
namc^  an  attomegr  by  pfQfiHpioii»  and  ] 
a  ooiMiderable  eum  of  mo&fly.  He  proposed 
the  thing  to  oaother  pobluhbg  house  in  the 
CStjr,  on  the  eonditien  that  th^  wooM.teke 
a  share  in  the  work;  and  it  was  only  when  that 
house  declined  to  engage  in  Ae  specidaliont 
that  he  made  an  arrangeaient  with  Mr.  JaaoMS 
Fraaer,  of  Regent-stieet.  After  it  had  beui 
BOflBe  time  earned  on  as  the  jmnt  property  of  the 
Messrs.  Frasw— I  an  not  awaie  there  was  any 
ether  proprietort— the  originator  of  the  magsr 
sine  ^posed  of  his  interest  in  it  to  die  present 
proprietor*  A  great  deal  of  money  has  been  spent 
in  brii^[ing  its  merits  figdriy  before  the  puUic^ 
and  all  that  enterprise  and  qpirit  on  the  part  <tf 
tiie publisher  could  dofbr  it,  has  been  done.  Nor 
has  it  been  done  in  ndn;  far  it  now  boasts  of  a 
circttlation  little  shmt  of  I9&OO  eojaes. 

,  *  Fraser^B  Magawne*  has  one  fsatiire  which 
distiiigQishes  it  from  all  the  other  periodicals  of 
its  dass.  I  rder  to  its  gattery  of  literary  por- 
traits. The  fikenesses  aregsneraHy  good ;  and 
the  pertraita  an  undoubtedly  the  best  which 
imse  yet  been  eBConlsd  in  their  peeoliar  style. 
Theartmt  is  MJc^Eonsatar,  Aei«hhe  assnoMSthe 
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pnkdbftk  piftcff  letter  pnoi  rmpfnting  *• 
iadiniml  libme  lUMPeoo  is  gif«i. 

*  Ruar^s^  ccmtribwtDrs  an  nuflMrooA  and  ti^ 
l«ile4  Tbqr  aiealitde  litewy  reiNddk  c( 
thMBsakas.  laaiMfiBfiedllwieisBooaerpe- 
xiidiad  lAoee  oantoibuton  aife  belfter  acquaoit- 
ad  widi  aadi  cpfiieiv  ar  wha  ave  more  mated  k 
jpfOMsipla and  porpoae.  Hiay  are  qole  abar- 
tfmdous  body;  it  wonU  do  Bobopt  Ovan's 
baartgood  toaaatfaeat:  tfaay  att  pkgr  into  cadi 
dHhet^ahaiida^aiid^llfiBal  a  peraanal  iotaraat  b 
tbe  filrtmiea  of  die  magaodiie.  Thej  aie  a 
happy  brotbarhoad,  Kiing  in  a  irorld  of  tbeir 
own,  ttid  pitying  aad  deapianig  and  danHbg 
avery  one  wbo ,  Uvea  in  <<  tbe  world  ire  call 
oorB;"  UBioAff  tiie  world  wfaicb  ia  beyond  die 
eonfinee  of  tbeir  anug  litde  planet  I  can  bate 
no  personal  indueenient  to  apeak  firtTowaUy  of 
the  literary  eahny  who  love  and  worabip  ^  Re* 
gina^*  and  baek  in  die  ranflfabe  of  bar  ^ufes. 
My  two  laat  worfca  were  aomewhat  mi^gUy 
handfed  by  «ber  M^aaty/'  and  poaaifaly  tUa 
one  may  fiue  adH  woiaa*  Tinre  wSl  be  no  barm 
diongbit  sfaeidd;  bet  dMn  baooaebideaT- 
ingii-.*  9nmiW  eo|Mliib<te«iiaioaaatag< 
8pini%  lamnaui  oiavart  ana  wm^y* 
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Mr.  Ffttfer  bauelC  is  Hia^dtaor ;  IM  a  erary 
case  nf  dtteulty  which,  oocuitei  Yespcdiiiig  die 
emme  he  sheuM  .pnnue  in.flie  conduct  ^'ihe 
Magazine^  he  oomaitrfaiB  fri9iwl»  Dr«  Magina^ 
vfho  ia  a  yfstj  exteame  oontfibater  to  Its  pagen 
The  la«e  James  Hogg,  the  Ettnck  ShepheM, 
was  a  frequent  writer  for  it  £reii  aiberthe 
tremendoiis  <<  butcherjT)''  as  he  himself  called  it, 
which  Mr.  Lockhart  gave  him  two  years  ago»  in 
^  Regina,*  in  censoquenee  of  the  Shepherd's 
^^  Reeolleetions  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,''^he  con- 
tinued  to  send  contributioni  to  it  until  Ihe  day 
of  his  death*  Nciver  was  a  Uterary  man  so  pu- 
nished, as  was  poor  Hogg'-by  that  article  of 
Lockhart^s.  (sawa  letter  wfaidi  ^Jamas'*  wrote 
toafnend'in  London  soon  after -the  article  ap- 
peared, in  which  he  sadl^  eomplanied  of  the'  se- 
ip«rity  of  Lockhart,"  but  said  he  aoqnitted  Mr. 
Fraser  of  all  blame  in  the  matter,  and  woBld  be 
as  friendly  ta  the  magaaine  9S  c?er.  The  late 
Rev.  Edwacd  Irving,  too— «  man  of.  whei&»  not- 
withstanding all  Ua  enors  of  judgasant,  the 
world  was.  not  worthy;  who  was  the  went  und 
man  of  the  pMsent  day^in  hisHfe^  and  lo  whoae 
diaraeter  jnstioe  has  not  been  done  since  his 
deaA,«7*Mr.  Irving,  in  whom  were  umtod  an 
order  of  tntsBecf,  an  ardour  of  bitt^olance, 
and    a   chiUilk^    ^inpfieitjr    ef   mMnem,    L 
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Mr. .......  ^..,^^, . 

p«%'    Mr.  Bukm,  dte    *liDigM  04Ut- 
ikr/ Ifr.  Bemad,  «idnr«niM  *DMeartJi«> 
amUf   jjr*  JHSgnBy  sn  rao  cr  uiuw  €iBBn» 
Fkanr  pqp  HberaBf  far  Iw  aiklefl^  hift  iBoal 

par  ahMt    Let  mc^  kovew,  warn  lA  lifeKiiy 

artide  toil  in  tiieliopeaf  getting  tlw  asifeMa 
gnMM.  KHiqrdouMlidgethDlMipettibBOTCBt 
wffl  {Kote  Ikal  il  is  m  vaia  oae.      Evotytltti^ 

in 

to  mmd  mfUtm  incait-kMi^  soft  one  of 

LdMN«hiMla«l«f 

to  te  paidbr  then,  fbafwtn  to 


«l  in  IWl.  ft  «M  «Bt  np  in  oppostiM  to 
<llnNnirManlU|^>Hflnn.CocfanMb  Pidsr 
G^nwn  tke  anptinlMb  Mi  Mr. 
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tiMjmm  Ompbilli  who  had  jmt  qokled  ^tht 
New  Monflily/  wis  the  editor.  Mr.  GampbeirB 
salary  was  9ML  a  year,  exdunve  of  paytaest  fer 
the  articles  he  wrole^  at  the  rate  ai  suLteen  gc^ 
neas  per  riieiBt  In  the  true  vpmt  of  qipontiM 
to  the  periodical  with  whose  destinies  he  had 
been  so  long  entrusted,  he  put  forth  all  Us 
strength  in  the  first  few  niunbers  of  *  The  Me- 
tropolkaD,* — ^writuigmudi  more  both  in  the  shape 
of  poetry  and  pros^  than,  to  Use  a  feyourite 
phmse  of  Sir  Robert  PeePs,  *<  was  his  wonf 
when  he  preaded  at  tiie  helm  of  Mr«  Colbum^s 
periodUid. '  He  soon,  however,  get  wearied — ^for 
he  is  constitatioiiaHy  an  indolent  man — and  be- 
gan to  sleep  over  *  TheMetropohtan,'a8he  had 
done  for  so  many  years  over  <  The  New  Month- 
ly/ He  had,  however,  a  number  of  exedent 
cotttributers,  and  betwixt  their  articles^  and  his 
i>wn  naoMS  in  the  literary  world,  the  work  soon  ac* 
i|uuned  no  inconsideraUe  diare  of  dveula-* 
tion.  Hie  sale  of  the  first  number  was  betwixt 
40^andiMM.  It  rose,  before  Ae  work  had  been 
twelve  months  in  existence,  to  a  circulation  of 
1,000  odd  copies.  The  proprietors  having  by 
diat  time  got  into  difficulties,  the  copyright  was 
sold  to  CSiytainMarryat  for  upwaidsef  5001.  The 
had  no  sooner  got  die  magaaine  into  Us 
>iflMBihes€»toweshinflghHs1tiitto 


itized  by  Google 


fltillliwher.  HeMondidbQllk  Intfiei 
of  tai«r  tirabe  nindw  lie  moaned  Ike  cnciK 
litfJontodbon^MWO;  evdnew  Uis  fl|aditoeIr 
lMd  1,M0  eofH&  CaiitaDa  Manjat^  ansked 
bjr  Mr.  Homid,  Hie  aaiiior  of  <  B«ttiiiit  ^ 
Reefer/  mC  atlj  dwn  edited  the  worls^  ee  be 
dees  now,  hut  woe  a  meet  oonstaiit  nd  exten- 
nte  ooatAator.  Evevy  eooeeoBiTe  number  con- 
lained  sererel  artidee  from,  his  own  peiL  He 
wee  a  host  in  hbnaeli  BBb  novels  of  <  Jacob 
EailUid»'  <  P^ter  Sbople,'  '  Japhet  in  Seaich 
of  a  Fatb^9^  &C.  severaUy.aiipeared,  intfaefiist 
inslVBcey  as  a  inmseeiitive  aeiies  of  artidei^  in 
'  The  Metn^ofitan,'  and  were  oopied  from  it 
wfam  about  to  be  ppibfished  as  asfaxale  i«oib». 
TheseoonldnotfEultoattraetatteintioiito  'The 
Metrqx)]itany'  and.  extend  the  number  of  its 
siibseribers  and  readers.  Bat  besides  himself 
»  dwe  were,  and  still  are,  several  oonstant  cootii- 
botots  to  the  work,  whose  naanes  are  well  known 
in  the  Utenoy  woikL  Some  of  Ibipm  prefixed 
their  naetes  to  their  lespective  articles:  otkers — 
and  (hof  weie  the  greatest  number-rjpreferred 
writing  ahpaymoustjr.  I  know  no  peooAcal  in 
nhidi  the  literary  notices  are  uncklea^  with 
•trnfe^tfasnin  ^TheMotn^politan.'  They 
Ike  p«i.  ef  Mb  Bernard,  tlM  sob- 
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editor,  who  ia  tHio  an  exteniveaiidtakirtid 
cmtribtttor  d  general  aiticks. 

In  regard  to  <*^  getting  U|v^  as  tbepiibliBliers 
phrase  i^,  'The  Metropolitan^  may  be  ic- 
Ktted  to  as  a  model  for  all  •  odier  periodicalfl. 
k  is  printed  mth  great  typograpbieal  taste  and 
aecuraey.  There  i^teaUyy.a  peculiar  pleasure 
in  seeing  oneself  in  its  beantiftilpageik  I  speak 
this  from  experience,'  having  contributed  sone 
artides  toiti 

As  Captain  Marr}*at  and  the  gentlemaQ  who 
assists  him,  write  so  mudk  for  it  tbemselves^  the 
expenses  of  conducting  *  The  Metst^Iitan'  are 
not  so  great  as  those  of  most  of  ita  contempo- 
raries. Beside^  I  beliefe,  Captain  Manyat 
gets  more  gratnitous  articles  for  his  work  than 
any  other  editor  of  the  higher  class  of*maga- 
sines.  He  has,  too,  a  number  of  coatribtttoars 
who  are  content  with  a  moderate  remuneration- 
tar  their  papers.  In  some-cases*— I  could  men* 
tion  them,  were  I  at  liberty  to  do  so^^he  has 
giren  as  high  as  ten  guineas  a  sheet;  bat  his 
usual  rate  of  pay  is  five  guineas^  per  dieet* 

«^e  Metropolitan'  is  condTietad^nlb  taste  ^ 
and  talent.    The^e  is  always  a  great  deal  of 
readable  matter  in  it,  uanally  very  Taiied  in  its 
charaeter.    The  poetry  aad  Ae  psose.  ass  min- 
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'The  MetropoliteBi'  tvy  vinlfy  aknM  dtt 

Moe  €f  poKlieB.    It  tmmm^  dii 

l«litlleiapolitictlcoMMdilM%  iMt  espe^ 

ilMstUQ^  it  that  die  lei  ftipMntly  it 

I  polttKtl  aitten  inte  its  pngi^  Ike 

Anydiiiig  of  a  politieel  non^ileTieii 

B  appeared  in  'The  MatropofilaB/  has 

r,  hofmntLj  faetimyed  any  violent  pelitiGal 
hiae.  The  gaUant  gwirtWina  who  ooBdoeCs 
i^  IB  hiwMieK  a  aMMiante  Cunaeiiatinii;  his 
opnaona  are  laoUf  modi  die  aaaae  aa  were 
Ihoaecf  dMktelfr.CaaniBi^iDthBktter  part 
of  AatR^  Honoinable  gertlnMaa'B  flhtriona 


1  have  already  said  that  «The  MetropelitaQ' 
hat  gradiia%  inereaaed  in  dnsdation  ever  aiaee 
it  eaaae  into  Captain  Manyat^a  hnHb.  I  have 
rewMi  to  bdieve  it  ia  alill  <<  en  die  adfanef^"  aa 
they  aiy  of  iaila?aya»  and  other  jointH<eckAarea» 
when  they  ate  gei^  in  the  ri|^ 
Manyafa 
m  the 
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tftides  of  ininior  iMii^  or  ef  no  mtUt  9i 
|J1» — OQj^t  to  koepnp  its  ovcnlaiioD. 

Tte  MomvLT  RBvontosT  was  ovignsHj 
and  for  msiij  yearly  a  rdigunis  lallier  tliaa  a 
literary  periodicaL  It  was  the  otgaa  of  the- 
Umtarian  peisiianoii,  and  was  eonducted  willi 
leamiDg  and  ability.  Sooss  yean  age  it  same 
into  die  hands  ol  the  Rev.  W.  X  Fex»  die  Uai- 
tarittiBiinister  erf  Sooth  Street  CSiapel,  Finsbnry. 
Afierit  had  been  smne  time  in  his  possessisii» 
he  cKTOsted  itentirdy  of  its  theologioal  cfaaraeter, 
and  sMde  it  a  purefy  fitenny  and  political 
journal  '^  This  was  three  or  km  years  ago^  and 
ever  since  that  time  it  has  sustained  its  new 
ofaaraeter.  The  poUtics  of  *The  Monthly  Re- 
positoiy'  are  ultra-IiberaL  It  identifies  itself  with 
the  most  sealous  of  Ae  Movement  party.  It 
was  very  popular  about  two  years  ago^  partly 
because  of  the  decided  libersfity  of  its  poIitici» 
and  partly  because  of  the  great  seal,  talent»  and 
elsquencewith  which  they  wereadTOcated.  Mr. 
Fot  himself  wrote  largely  lot  it  And  some  of 
the  artides  wbifh  proceeded  frsm  hb  psn  eon- 
tained  passages^  wfaidi,  finr  the  purity  and  fervour 
of  thsir  eloquence^  have  aeldem  been  equalled 
in  modem  times.  Others  of  the  papen  whUi 
appeared  from  time  to  time  in  ^VmUnmAif 


itized  by  Google 


MBlfliaQiL  UttBtfURB. 


AtfmUurj^'  ime  efamderiMi  by  pNfeiiiid 
yhiJBenphy,  aad  by  great  powers  of  leaaooiBg. 
But  thoa^  Ae  magMoie  vm  aAiuBei  by  all 
wke  reed  it»  and  tras  pcriiaps  bmm  libeiaEyaiid 
geMially  praiaad  by  the  aeiwpiyega  1iia&  w^ 
of  its  eomemporaim,  it  never  reached  a  luge 
caeuhitBOD.  When  at  its  fai^ieat^  Ihe  sale  ne?er 
eMeeded  a  thoosaid  coiMes.  The  eanae  of 
this  ai^KarB  to  me  to  be  obviouB;  it  was  too 
reined  in  jsharaeter  far  Ihooe  to  wfaomitclMiy 
.  addreaaed  ii8el£  Ua  politics^  as  I  have  already 
ronariLed,  w^e  199eral  in  die  hroadeet  aeeepta- 
tkm  of  the  term;  they  were  eitn-Radicalt  if  not 
BepobUean.  They  were  onlyrfiared  Id  any 
eittent  by  the  lower  or  weriun^  dasseG^  a  body 
whose  mtelleetoal  cnltiTatioii  is  neoesaaiiDy  so 
imperfect  as  to  incapacitate  than  for  apprecia- 
ting the  kfty  eloquence  and  profound  philo- 
sophy which  daracterised  the  artides  in  wUeh 
thdr  intanests  were  advocated.  The  style  ef  the 
articles  in  ^Oeaye's  Police  Gasettes^'or  ^Helher- 
ingtott^s  Twopenny  Dispatci^*  was^only style 
whidihad  miy  chance  of  *«hi4ting  the  taste ''of 
#Kise  whose  sentiments  *  The  iSaaMf  Repon- 
toty'  expressed 

Among  ^e  leedkg  contributors-  to  ^Hie 
Monthly  Repertory*  during  the  tine  h 
condocted  by  Mr.  Fos,  were 
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Mne,  a'lidjr  of  grealtalent,  am}  ihe  Mitfioresftof 
<  WonMOi^  Late»^  mi  one  or  two  ofSior  nomeb ; 
Iffiss  Martfmati)  tKe  celebnted  writer  on  poli- 
•fidtl  economy;'  Sir.  EIHot^  tbe  autfior  of  <The 
Com  Law  Rhymes^  Mn  Heame,  ilM  anflior 
of  «Tlie  Expontion  of  tim  TUse  Medium,'  and 
*  Jimioa  Redi^nn,'  sonrin-law,  I  befieve,  of  Mr. 
Fnmda  Place,  of  C&iring  Cross; 

Mr.  John  Mffl,  son  of  Mr.  James  MiB,  author 
''Hie  Ifistory  of  Brifish  India,'  Ae  same  young 
genflemait  I  hate  already  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  stated  writers  for  tfie  late  *  Westminster 
Review,'  and  for  fhe  present  *  London  and  Weit* 
minster  Review/  is  an  oocarional  contributor  to 
^  "Hie  MontlAy  Repository/  He  wrote  the  series 
of  artides  whidi  appeared  in  it  a  year  or  twio 
ftnce^  under  the  title^'  of*  ^  Siriogues  between" 
Sophodes  and  Plato,'  which  exdted  considerable 
inteivst  among  scholars,  and  were  regarded  as 
die  most  masterly  things  of  the  kind  which  had 
appeared  in  modem  times.  Mr.  Peacock,  the 
author  of  « Crotchet  Castle,'  '  Headlong  HaS,'~ 
and  4Kmie  other  novels,  is  also  an  occasional 
writer  far  the  <  Repodtory.'  The  article  in  l3ie 
August  number,  entitled  <  Royd  Suitors,'  whidi 
exdtod  some  interest,  and  displayed  a  great  deal 
of  excellent  int,  was  from  Us  pen. 

For  upwasda  of  twdve  months  di6.drcoMon  • 
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of  '  TlM  MoDtUir  lUpoMta^'  msB90ti.Qt  km 
Mrtmpmffk^  had  l)6eo  giwlndty  d^^ 
To  r«Qover  it,  if  pomUe,  Om  expodieBt  of  rt- 
dodng^the  fvice  (rma  one  sUObgHaid-ttzpeDee 
to  one  fljbiUini^widiout  any diwtniitim  in  llie 
qvantil;  of  mattor,  was  reaeartod.to.  It  wia 
$tma  found  that  the  atq[>.waa  an  iagndidoiis  one. 
The  inagagine;did  not  gain  idwve  fil^  aoh- 
acribers  by  it;  whicb^  of  eouM^  waa  nothiBg 
eoayared  with  so  great  a  veducdoa  in  price. 
Una  waa  in  the  beginning  of  the  praaent  year. 
In  July,  Mr.  Fox  relinquished  the^ecUtorahip  of 
the  woris,  still  retaining  howeveiv  ^  pecuniary 
interaat  in  it  His  aueceaaor  is  Mr.  Hoania» 
the  author,  aa  juat  atated,  of  *  The  Expoaition 
of  die  Falae  Medium.^  How  it  wiU  be  con- 
ducted in^  his  hapds,  it  is  impoaaible  yet  to  aagr» 
oidy  two  Aumbers  hairing  appeared  under  his 
enqpieesy  at  thjetime  I  write  this  chapter  of  my 
work.  When  it  came  into  his  poBaeswon,  it  had 
a  cinndation  of  about  800.  It  has  never  heesa  a 
gaining  ooneem;  neither  has  any  loaa  been  inr 
curred  bj  it,  as  almost  all  the  articles  which 
have  appeared  in  it  of  late  years,  have  been  fur- 
nished gratoiUnisly,  tho  contributors  being  men 
who  write  for  the  sake  of  their  principles  rather 
than  from  a  mere  love  of  money.  .The  diange 
in  the  e£t«r^ip  will  be  regretted  by  moat  af 
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its  iMdert^were  H  ody  btame llie  ^ImBa^ 
man  hand*  af  Mr.  Fox  cvrnM  now  be  empaoM 
to  be  so  often  fleen  in  it 

Tbm  Ims^b  Magazine  amp  Mtosuik  is  n 
periocKeal  of  greet  entiqaity.  It  ^nm  eitebliibed 
80  iurbedkas  176&  It  is  eanicquwitly  now  in 
its  dghty-fiiet  year.  Its  literetiireisnotcrfthe 
highest  daas:  it  often  wants  power;  bot  it  is 
geoanSif  readiMe  and  amusing.  Mr.  Gelt  used 
to  oontrSmte  pretty  freqnendy  to  its  pages ;  so 
did  Mrs.  Heflind;  theantfior  of  'The  Ptantaa^s 
Grave  ;f  and  two  or  three  other  writers  of  seme 
celebrity.  Most  of  the  articles  are  fiurnished 
gratnitOQsly.  For  others,  a  small  rale  of  le* 
muneratiott  is  allowed.  It  was  the  first  aoMmg 
the  Lady^s  Magaanes  to  pay  far  contribn* 
tioBs.  Fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  it  occa- 
sionally offered  a  prise  of  five  guineas  far  the 
best  essays  on  particular  subjects,  —  sudi  as 
<  Mairis^'  &C.  wiliiout  regard  to  the  length. 
For  accepted  artides  firom  chance  contriba- 
tors,  who  insisted  on  payment,  the  terms  allowed 
were  at  the  rate  of  faur  guineas  per  dbeet  far 
poetry,  and  three  guineas  and  a-half  far  prose. 
Whedier  die  same  scale  of  remnneration  be  still 
adhered  to^  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing. 
TVs  ebreulation  is  not  large.  The.magaainepves 
ngnrngh  bttt  they  are  not  of  the  ftnt^iile 
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,  to  wh0m  ito  pkfeM  of  MiiUi  are  ft 
atrong  leconiiiieDdAtioQ*  It  is  eoriMB^  lliat 
iiov^  sppvreilfef  a  LtAfn  liMgmai^  its 
•tttefs  %«r*  fi»r  many  yMn  Imtt  gmOomm. 
Far  aometlBM  after  die  junodoB  of  the  <  Mu« 
estim'  iritti  it  in  l«81,  it  was  oottdhMsfeed  bjr  Mr. 
Hodges,  a  barrister  m  Paper  BioldiBg8»  and  r 
persoiial  friend  and  sMonotts  suppoiter  ef  the 
late  Bfr.  St  Joim  Long^  ulloae  rulMnig  system 
aMde  to  mxuik  noise  fl?e  or  six  jrears  age.  Mr. 
Hed^  quitted  the  concern  in  I834»  and  mts 
snooeeded  by  Mr.  Sbolt  Tbe  kttar  gendeoiait 
qiitted  it  in  188&  Wiio  fan  successor  ia,  I 
dssMknow.  The  terms  aflknred  Mr.  Soott  were* 
medsaate  enough,  being  oalf  three  guineaa  per 
month.  Tbe  magaaine  is  publsBhed  at  tirtf 
sfaiBiBgaand  sixpence  per  number. 

Ttax  Coimr  MAOAnss  was  staitsd  fimr 
years  nnee  by  Messrs.  Qmrton  and  BtalL 
Mr.  Bidl  having  seceded  from  the  fin  in  iSBA, 
the  magaaine  became  iim  prapertjp  of  Ife.  Chor- 
ion; It  was  conducted  for  some  years  bf  the 
csMrated  Mrs.  Norton;  but  she  qmtlisd  it  in 
oODsequence  of  some  misunderstsmiiBg  with  Mr. 
Churton,  towmds  the  dose  of  1634.  Vlho  the 
sneCMor  of  tfiat  ladyi^I  faavei 
aftamiring;  but  the  genend  i 
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'SUB  wmvKum  Mi 

ttat  tnaeiitor  k  a  gtllBi—n,  Mt.  BttmoH^ 
who  ftr  aoiM  yeM  coMbeted  Me.  CbHHrah 
« Comt  JottHM^'  irai  Inr  toaetiaie  wapfmitA  to 
be  the  edtor^  tut  Mr.  Ohuiton  Im  pontivdf 
deiM[||iegtotM0BtwhidiMw  Me  haA  pnU 
vafeeljr  male  to  Aat  eflbet  Hn.  NoMo  kad 
the  handBone  uiaay  of  SMNL  a^f«ar  far  ^dUaig 
« Hie  Oman  Maganae.*  For  this  aom  ail  Oat 
was  osftoetodxif  hor  naa,  Aat  she  ahMld»  in  ad- 
dkim  to  doddiBg  onlliofle  arlMea  suboBttod  to 
herferinoeitioiHeMlriboteliafaQif  at  «ha  lato 
of  a  iheet  of  flMilter  to  each  wtoibar.  Hit 
terms  of  *  Temuneratioii  to  eototributofa  lariad 
cooflUevabty.  Sknao  ^^cradt"  naitan  fo^tn-a 
few  lOitaMfeSy  as  Ugh  as  ton  gvaaas  per  shaat; 
hot  tte  average  rato  of  xanuMnrtmi  did  not 
exceed  fire  guiaoas  per  sheet  Ite  platos  ia 
*  The  Court  Magaanaa'  are  eieeatod  ia  tl»  reiy 
Arstalyleof  excelleoca  As  arorka  ofarttfaaf  haaa 
aerar  been  eimteded.  SaehaMberis^ 
by  a  jportvait  of  sotoe  femalaaMrtw  of  the  i 
toeracy.  The  series  ah'eady  pablMtodliMpprisaB 
At  leaiiaff  beautiea  of  Ovaat  BiMft  and  Isa^ 
land.  The  fitorature  of  the  iiQagaiin0ik  p«aa- 
ably  good{  it  b  perhaps  bettor  flaai^  litatof  aay 
jothor  of  liie  prerioDs  Ladles  M %aaiaea^  br  cf 
tiiose  wfaieh  are  atiU  publisbed,  but  it  is  inteior 
fti  the  Ktteta«e^  'The  Naur  MentUy/  *1ht 
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^'  <11nMoiiglUj,  cr  'Fmei't M^ 
ItMalMfB  beMdiHiBgiiUiedfbr 
dielMteaad  chgmoe  of  ite  typ^gnphietl  ap- 
pearaaee,    Efwy  eurtkn  baa  been  made  to 

faas  baaa  aiiianfcd  on  it  in  Ae  aitide  at  adwr- 
tiaoMBta  abae;  Iw^  it  haa  iievar  laaebed  s 
pvfittg  pace.  Hie  drddatioii  nefer  eneeeipj 
1,MM,  aad  it  ia  noir  oonaidenUy  wider  tbat 

Fomaif  it  vaa  paUiahed  at  thvea- 
»;  iMit  Mr.  Canrton,  in  tke  kape  iif 
[  tlie  oiraulatieii,  redttoed  die  prieeak 
Aeoean^eiieeMiitol  thepveeeBtjfeary  to  haU- 

I  Coar  the  ef eat  liia  not  anaiveied 
tlie  nu^BSiBe  haa  not,  if 
I  aaa  oDRwdy  inimied,  bean  meraaacd  a 
aeon  of  eopiea  by  Ae  rednetioii.  Tht  liat 
of  cantabiitaa^  inrtadiaf  Iboae  wbidi  ba(v% 
^  one  tiBBie  or  aaotber,  emohed  ila  f^g^ 
.oatttaw  tbe  napwrotfaany  of  Ifae  anoat  popular 
mitaaa^thftpieaeiilday.  ^kageliber,  die  taate 
.aadapiril»aadaMiwy»iribiflhhatrebwiniT|ieadod 
m'Tl»CQmiU$iwae;oofj^  to  baie  con- 
MpdedfieeftBriiiaaaaalhaiiithwyethad  tba 
dBBtmeloawetiiidu 

llieabeveara  the  leadii«  aomUy  peciodi. 

oakk    llwa  are  ?arieua  oAara  iHiidbb  bow 

'4i9el^  la  piiitioMlar  eiibjeotiu  isaoBofc  widi  pi»- 
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pMty  te  Amtd  among  fh*  purely  fiftrary 
jcwmnk  Tlie  toil  kaowa  ameiig  these  last  are 
«  Hie  Aatatie  Jounial,'  <  Alexaml^a  East 
India  Magaab^;  and  «The  United  S&nke 
JevmaL' 

Tias  Asiatic  JoimKAL  is  an  oId-^8tabfishe4 
and  I^hly  respectaUe  perioAcaL  Of  late  yean 
it  has  gieidy  imfMived  in  tile  chaiwler  df  its 
eentents^asweDasintiie  manner  of  its  getting  up. 
It  now  contains  very  agreeabfe  and  learned 
flrtides  on  oriental  literature^  which  of  them* 
sdfes  wouH  he  snflcient  to  give  a  reputatiott  to 
the  magaaine.  Nteeroua  interesting  papers, 
iBu^rative  of  IniBan  society,  opbions,  manners, 
ftc,  ham  also  laldy  appeared  in  it  Miss 
Roberts^  late  popalar  work  in  thi«e  vohaaee, 
*  Indian  aheldie^'orighially  appeared  m  «Tbe 
Asiatic  Journal*  Abootone^half  of  the  maga- 
.fliae  is  regulariy  devMed  to  latelHgenoe  from 
India  ttid  China.  For  some  of  the  best  arlacks, 
wnftten  by  pefWMT  writers,  nlesBrs^  Jniulmry, 
ABen  and  Co.  Ae  pmprietow,  give  ten  gniaeaa 
per  sheet;  ttsit  wan  the  sum  wlmliMiBs  Roberta 
goliw  Omsk^lehes  towlMh  I  hare  justaDuded; 
and  woimh  the  copyngfaf  became^  the  property 
•of  the  proprietors  on  their  appearanee  in  '^he 
■mgaainij  Any  handsonsely  gave  her  a  fnh- 
fBSf  mun  wnen  poDHanngQie  seriea  tn  I 
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Hbnk  U^  cupculitiaii  is  not  Ugh:  k  b  dbovt 
^W9i  but  it  inelwtiM  ime^  peiiiaps,  tiMn  Ihtt 
f^  any  other  laflgaziiie.  The  paUlica  of  « Tlie 
Am6i^  tie  0(iiiMrvatiT%bttt,iiet4fkiea%  ao:; 
ithasalwajmbeenjistraiinoiissupporter.^f  Ikie 
£iil. India  Commy.  Itv  prit&is  half  a  laqn'ii. 
AiiBaiAMKR^  £««  JbHDiA.  Mmasiis  was 
iiUHad  ife  CKT  six  yean  tif^  soon  after  Mr. 
Buakil«faam'a'QrieDiaiamU'ce«HNL  Itapa- 
litiaa  art  the  aame  aa  w«re  thoae  itf  At  lat^HOMa- 
.^iaofd  jcwiMl;  ibut  H  hdka  4ha  ^UaAe  and 
ialanl  witb  which  that  joanialwaa  MadMatmL 
<  AtaxaiKkr^a  Magaaiiie'  haa  wagad  a  eaauBtaot 
ivaitec^  emr  ainoe  its  eataUttum^  naKi  aU 
abitiiea  in  the  aibaaniatratiMa  «f  JbuUa  affi^ 
Thaaa  ithaa  dencnnQed  in  m^apamig  tanaa^; '» 
!8cnne  qaaaa  the  expeaiirea  have  bean  aftetiinl 
Italao^uaed  tahave^me  ar  twoleafiag^wtialas 
«i»  hoQM  poliiiqs  in  whidi  jcaae  the  pri»ci|ilw 
with  wUeh  it  ia«itiftMl  ila^  veae  th«ia  af  the 
idtaa-RadiaalidiooL  TheaapajwpwtreabNy 
vicfe  BTiBiarkahlr  Cor  thu  i' iiiia  a  m  awt'baUoaai  af 
«thair  Umo»  Hm^  Sat  eanraat  i»iipaBilMP>  Of 
Ituta  'AInaadw'a  Mmaaj^a'  faaa>afaB(aat«ah^ 
aiva^omMatadof  aelaalad  awMpiv  ^bpfiflg  law 
tiae  eaalmi  periodiGala  and  aawapapap*  Itia 
faiyiii^lfBiaplfygetiip;  tiva  t^ia^  thii  ppM 
^nd  wfaafcnBBtaia  oaUthaBMaaMaahkAaaiaaaalhr 
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Hie  ]ffiee^  Bke  that  of  <11ie  Aaaic  Jomud,' 
ii  two  sbSliiigpMmdHrixpeiloe* 

Tns  Umitko  Sbrvicb  Joomial  ,  was  esta« 
UUbod  in  18^.  It  is  the  prcqierty  of  Mr. 
GoHNm,  to  wboBO  enterpiisiiig  habits  as  a  puV 
ltth«r,  it  ome  much  of  ito  socoesa  It  is  an 
wcellent  property ;  the  oircuktion  is  not  much 
under  SyfiOOb  It  is  well  conducted,  but  it  scarcely 
ever  contains  any  arttdes  of  a  purely  literary 
diaracter.  How  such  amass  aS  original  matter, 
hig^yinteresthig  to  the  two  services,  is  col- 
lected by  the  editor,  month  after  month,  is 
surprising. '  Almost  every  paper  in  it  must,  if 
an  unpn^isssional  person  like  myself  may  form 
an  opinion  on  Hie  subject,  be  read  with  zest  by 
profiassional  men.  It  is  conducted,  and  has 
been  since  itB  commencement,  by  a  gentleman 
holding  an  offic^inthe  Admiralty,  which  enables 
ham  to  procure  inuch  valuable  information  for 
its  page^  Accepted  contributions  are  paid  for 
at  a  liberal  rate.  It  hardly  ever  ofliBrs  less  Aan 
ten  guineas  per  sheet;  in  some  cases  it  gives 
more.  Its  pofilics  are  decidedly  Conservadve. 
The  prmcipal  editor  is  assisted  in  the  discharge 
of  the  lest  importsnt  duties  of  his  oAce  hy  an*- 
odier  gentleBWL  It  is  voy  popular  among  llie 
SMBbers  ef  boft  scrvieea  Sim  diose  who 
.    Tou  n.  « 
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diaq^prove  of  its  politics  read  it  for  the  vast 
quantity  of  interesting  professioDal  matter  it 
contains.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  tliat  its  con. 
tributors  belong  almost  exdusiYely  to  the  two 
services.  The  use  of  teduiical  terms,  wfaidi 
occur  with  greateir  or  less  fi^equ^cy  in  almost 
every  paper,  are  of  themselves  sufficient  evideoce 
of  this.  It  is  puDlished  at  three  slulUngs  and 
sixpence. 
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CHAPTER  VJIL 

FBRIODICJAL  LITERATURE.— THE  WElBKLY 
JOURNALS. 

The  Literary  Gazette— The  Athexueum-The  Mirror^ 
The  Penny  Magazine— The  Saturday  Magazine — 
General  ObservaUons. 

rH£  Weekly  Perio^ciJs  next  cbdm  our  atten- 
tioiL  Among  these  The  Litara&t  Gazette 
is  the  oldest  estahUshecL  It  staji^d  in  1816  on 
a  plan  entirely  new:  it  in  still  conducted  on  sub<^ 
stantially  the  same  plan*  It  haa  had  a  host  of 
followers;  but  almost  all  of  ihem  have  long  since 
itied,^and  are  now  forgotten.  Mr.  Jordan  was 
editor  at  the  commeneement :  he  is  so  stilly 
and  is  likely  to  continue,  from  the  interest  he 
has  in  the  preperty,^  until  he  quits  the  world 
of  letters.  The  wiginal  proprietors  were  Mr. 
Colbatn,  Mr.  Valpy,  and  Messrs*  Loi^man  and 
Gow  Soon  after,  its  conraMnoement  it  was  agreed 

a  2 
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imoDg  tibe  propriefeom  to  pwiwit  Mr.  Jetdm 
with  a  diare  in  tlie  wotk,  tt  a  proof  of  timr 
tense  of  his  sacecsuful  exertions  in  eslaWidiipg 
it:  thatshaie  Mr.Jeidan^Ibdieye^BtiBTetaiiiB. 
He  is  also  said  by  some  to  have  1,000/^  and  bj 
others  8001.  a  year,  fi>r  the  editotshipi,  indepen- 
dendy  of  the  profits  whidi  his  share  of  the  work 
produces.  The  profits  at  one  time  were  very 
large :  they  ayeraged  5|000t  per  annnm :  tfiey 
are  still  very  eonsiderafcleu  Mr.  Val^  is  not^if 
I  am  oorrecdy  informed,  ashardioldernow:  the 
prindpal  present  proprietors  ara  Messrs.  Long- 
man and  Co.  The  financial  part  of  Ae  business 
is  managed  by  them.  ContribtttorB  receive  a 
written  order  for  the  amount  of  tbair  remunera- 
tion hom  Mr.  Jordan  on  Missis.  Longman  and 
Co.,  who  immedBately  pay  it  The  terms  are 
mast  fibersL  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  be  in 
every  case  so  ample,. but  I  loiow inalancss in 
whidi  literary  men  have  received  Ma  Ughaa  one 
guinea  per  ccnnmn,  or  twenty«foar  guineas  per 
sheet  And  it  is  to  be  observed  diat&eealnaBs 
or<the  Gazette 'are  by  no  imwui  eqtaemas,  or 
absorbing  of  matter.  The  eireelalani  of  tin 
joinmal  was  for  many  years  upwards  of  S^OBO 
per  week.  Particular  numbers — tfaatfarcoEam- 
pie  which  contained  the  ^Key  to  Ahnadoi'  in 
tetemefaj 
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T^Ma  Itftstatedfliffciilatmisttittlsg^ 
I  cannot  give  the  exact  amount  It  is  stil  m 
just  stated  agood  property^  the  aiae  not  being 
larger  the  price  high,  end  the  adiertiscaMntt 
nnmerons  and  wdl  paid  tor*  The  price  of  the 
stamped  jBopression  is  mae  pence,  diat  of  Ifae 
unstamped  eight  pence. 

Mr.  Jordan,  by  means  of  ^  Hie  Literary  Ga- 
sette,'  has  helped  on  nuiny  an  antbor  to  faaae 
and  profit  He  ^vas  the  first  to  bring  into  notice 
tile  dhoms  d  Miss  Landon— 4hen  known  only  as 
L.  EL  L.— as  a  poetess;  and  mneh  (tf  the  success 
of  hw  after^puUications  is  to  be- ascribed  to  his 
exertions  on  her  behali  Mr.  Robert  Monigo- 
saery,.ihe  author  of  <The  Omnipresence  of  the 
Deity/  wouM  never  have  obtained  the  celebrity 
be  did, — ^now  bat  dying  away»  I  admit, — ^bat  for 
the  kindly  offices  oi  Mr.  Jordan.  I  am  afraid 
that  Mr.  Robert  Montgomery  cUd  not  afterwards 
make  Mr.  Jordan  a  very  gratrful  return.  I 
could  mentioii  many  other  instances  in  which 
Mr.  Jordan,  in  his  seal  to  bring  those  whom  he 
considered  deservk^  persons  into  notice,  merged 
the  critic  in  the  man  ;*  but  tliatwere  unnecessary, 

*  In  thtti  doing  what  I  consider  but  justice  to  Mr. 
Jerdan^  I  nuiy  mention  tisat  1  hav>e  no  peisoaal  induce* 
ment  to  say  anyfl^Rgin  faiefaTour ;  for  fai  spoakiiigof 
my  last  work/' Random  RecoSettiossof  IheHoaseof 
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as  moet  of  tfa^n  are  wefl  known  to  the  Kteniry 
woiUL 

Some  wofks,  which  afterwards  acquired  oon- 
alderable  popolarity,  hvfe  orighially  appeared  in 
<  Hie  Literary  Gazette.*  <  Wine  and  Wafamts,' 
*  SketehM  oi  Sodetjr/  &a,  are  among  the 
number. 

<  Hie  Literary  Ghaette '  devotes  a  corndder- 
aUe  portion  of  its  space  to  abridged  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  learned  and  scientific  societies. 
Indeed  it  has  always  evinced  a  lively  interest 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  sdence.  When  the 
meeting  of  the  British  Assodadon  took  place  two 
or  three  years  since  at  Edinbui^  Mr.  J&daa 
went  down  to  it  himselffor  the  purpose  of  giving 
as  good  an  account  as  possible  of  the  proceed- 
ings.  The  fine  arts,  too^  have  due  attention 
paid  to  them  in  Ae  columns  of '  The  Literary 
Gaaette.' 

Considerable  outcry  has  been  raised  against 
^  The  Literary  Gazette,'  on  the  allied  ground 
of  its  want  of  independence.  I  think  the  chazge 
is  unjust  Tliis  I  know,  that  out  of  every  fire  of 
the  books  pul^hed  I^  Mr.  Ckribuni,  one  of  the 
proprietors,  three  if  not  four  have  been  most 

Lords/'  he  exceeded  the  limits  of  temperate  criticism* 
Suck  coniideratuins,  however,  would  never  prevent  me 
from  rendering  justice  to' any  one. 
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Kbefally  concleimied.  If  Mr.  Jerdan  fidk  in  the 
independeiice  of  his  critical  character ;  if  he  be 
influenced  at  all  to  give  faTOurable  notices  in 
particular  instances,  he  does  so  unconsciously 
from  a£eeling  of  friendship  towards  the  authors, 
rather  than  from  compliance  with  the  express 
solicitations  or  understood  wishes  of  any  pub* 
lishing  house. 

The  Athenjeum  is  the  only  other  journal 
published  at  present  on  the  plan  of  ^  The  Literary 
Gazette.^  Let  me  not  be  understood  as  imply- 
ing that  <  The  AthensBun^ '  is  an  imitation  of  its 
contemporary.  Nothing  could  be  more  unjust ; 
for  it  has  several  features  of  great  importance, 
peculiar  to  itself  To  these  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  refer  presently.  *  The  Athenaeum'  was  esta- 
blished, fire  or  six  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham. It  started  with  a  good  circulation,  and 
promised  well  for  some  time;  but  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham, who  never  could  let  well  alone,  changed 
the  interval  of  publication  from  eight  days  to 
half  a  week.  In  other  words,  instead  of  being 
published  only  once  a  week,  he  resolve^l  on 
making  the  experiment  of  publishing  twice  a 
week.  The  change  turned  out  like  all  Mr. 
Buckingham's  other  changes — *  The  Athe. 
Xtadvan '  was  well  nigh  ruined  by  it  Mr.  Buckf 
ingham  aaw  the  error  of  the  step  in  a  few  weeks 
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after  it  wis  tdBen,  and  Taiid^  ^ndBmroimd  te 
temedy  it  by  tw^ming  to  tbe  puUiealioo  of  oidy 
one  miiib«r  weekly.  The  drcvbtion,  howeiei^ 
ooDliiuied  to  &fi  so  rapidly,  thut  but  for  the  <^ 
portune  interfiBrenoe  of  Mr.  IKUce^  who  pur- 
diased  the  copyright,  the  publicalioii  must  soon 
hftve  become  extinct  When  <  The  AtheoaBum* 
came  into  Mr.  Dilke*s  hands,  die  sale  was,  I  am 
aiaored,  under  400  copies.  The  decided  im- 
prorement,  however,  idiich  he  at  once  made  bodi 
m  the  literary  matter  and  the  typographical  af- 
pearanee  of  the  work,  coupled  widi  his  spirited 
exertions  to  Inring  it  £rirly  before  the  public^  soon 
doiiUed  the  dreulation  of  <  The  Atiiena^um ;  * 
and  what  he  had  thus  so  well  begun,  he  speecffly 
eonpleted,  by  reducing  tibe  price  one  bail^ 
namely^  from  eightpence  to  fourpenoe.  TUa 
step  was  followed  by  an  immense  increase  in  the 
circulation  of  the  work:  within  three  monthB  after 
tlie  reduction  of  the  price,  I  am  told  that  it 
had  reached  a  sale  of  3,000.  Mr.  IK&e  took 
the  right  way  to  extend  the  dreulation  of  'ITie 
Atbenieum/  First,  as  ab-eady  hinted,  heproeured 
tile  best  literary  matter,  r^aidleBS  of  price; 
then  he  <<  got  it  up**  in  a  very  superior  man- 
ner; and,  to  crown  all,  he  advertised  it  in  all 
parts  of  tiie  country,  and  appointed  agents  in  tito 
hadmg  towns  tfaroughout  the  kingdom.    Fi^ 
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the  towahie  reception  hia  jovnitl  met  with 
itam  die  pabfic»  he  showed  his  gratitude  by 
afterwards  increasing  the  quantity,  without  any 
deteiiontion  of  the  qoidity,  of  the  matter.  A 
still  ftarther  increase  of  drculation  was  the  conse« 
quenoe;  and  that  he  followed  up  by  procuring, 
at  an  expenditure  of  upwards  of  1,000^  an  his- 
torieal  account  of  the  literature  of  the  leading 
countries  in  Europe.  The  yanous  histories 
were  written  l^  the  most  distinguished  literary 
natives  of  the  respective  eountriea.  Tbfff  were 
all  published  in  the  shape  of  supplements^  or  in 
that  of  double  numbers,  wittiout  any  additional 
charge  to  the  subscribers.  This  was  in  the  b^ 
ginning  of  last  year,  and  the  series  <tf  artidas 
extended  through  a  great  pacrt  of  die  voluma 
As  waif  to  be  expected,  diis  liberal  expenditure^ 
of  money,  combined  with  the  quality  of  the 
matter,  and  the  remarkable  dieapnesa  of  the 
price,  served  to  give  anoAer  impulse  to 
<  The  Athenaeum^  on  its  onward  course  of  ra> 
putation,  and  of  profit  to  die  proprietors.  It 
now,  I  am  informed,  can  boast  of  a  circula- 
tion of  between  5,0W  and  0,OIK1  copies.  On  v% 
rious  occasions,  '  The  Atbenseum  *  has  ptlblished 
engravings,  maps,  plans,  views,  frc,  fllustmCive 
of  matters  occupying  a  pronanent  share  of  pulN 
lie  attention  at  the  time.    In  Ibe^  <  Tbe  Aflie* 
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nmmr  hiBbem  oonductod  wUh  adegiwcf  qurit 
joid  enterpme  unparalleled,  I  belieye^  m  the 
hietory  of  periodical  literature. 

Of  its  literary  eharacter,  I  faai^  yet  said  but 
little.  It  is  1^  oxioe  able  and  impartiaL  It 
boasts  of  the  stated  contributioiis  of  many  of  tbe 
most  dis&guished  writers  of  the  -preseot  day. 
AHau  Cuimiiigham  had,  for  a  considerable  time, 
an  engagement  to  furnish  a  certain  quantity  of 
matter  for  it  every  weekv  Hie  interesting  and 
lengthened  memoir  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  which 
appeared  in  its  columns  immediatdy  on  the 
death  of  that  eminent  individua],  was  from 
AUaa^s  pen ;  so  was  the  view  of  Engliah  litera* . 
ture  since  the  middle  of  the  last  century  down 
to  the  present  time,  which  was  ^Ten  in  several 
of  its  consecutive  numbers,  in  1834,  and  which 
made  a  good  deal  of  noise  in  the  literary  world 
at  the  time.  It  devotes  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  its  spaee  to  scientific  subjects,  and  gives 
y^wrts  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meetingi  of 
tiie  leading  learned  and  scientific  societies.  It 
is  thoroughly  indepetident  in  its  reviews.  No 
pubUdier.  has  any  interest  in  it,  or  control  over  it. 
'  £ven  all  considerations  of  private  frieudship 
ana  laid  aside  in  the  reviewing  ^f  hooks.  I  could 
sayseV  Attention  many  striking  instances  of  this ; 
but  thitiBii^  be  a  broach  of  confidence;  though 
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Boi  certeiiify  of  eAtorial  oonfideno^;  far  I  teTe 
never  had  the  homizr  of  meeting  with  ttie  gen* 
deman'who  conducts  <  The  Athenaeum/  Let  it 
suffice  to  say,  in  general  tenns,  that  it  consists 
with  my  knowledge,  that  on  Yarious  occasions  the 
works  of  some  of  ^the  leading  eontribntor^  hare 
met  with  severe  condemnation  in  ^  Hie  Athe- 
naettm;*  and  Ihat  some  of  those  contributors  have 
admitted  in  my  hearing,  that  tiiey  could  not,  by 
any  means  they  coukl  resort  to,  induce  the 
editor  to  give  a  fiavourable  notice  of  any  work, 
to  oblige  a  particular  fiiend. 

^  The  AthenGBum'  is  incomparably  the  cheap- 
est periodical,  conndering  the  quaKty  of  the 
matter,  ever  pnblished  in  this  or  any  otb<Sr 
country.  Its  double  numbers,  published  at 
fourpence,  contain  as  much  matter  as  is  con- 
tained in  one  of  the  ordbary  octavo  volumes 
published  at  half  a  guinea.  It  is  beautiAiIiy 
and  accurately  printed.  From  first  to  last,  u|>- 
wards  of  7,060/.  have  been  expended  on  it :  it  i^ 
now  an  excellent  property,  clearing  a  handsome 
sum,  after  allowing  ample  interest  for  the  capital 
embarked  in  it 

The  rate  of  remuneration  which  it  alldws  far ' 
literary  matter  is  high.     It  is  never  less  than 
ten  guineas  per  sheeit  wlule  in  many  cases  it  fe 
sixteen. 
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r4k  (hail  61  worit%  on  Oe  wne  pkm  •»  « lb 
literafyOluBette'  and  ^AikmommC  hayeateted 
of  late  y0aiB»  but  they  all  aoon  died.  In  1882^. 
Mr.  G>cbtane  betgan  a  periodiealof  the  kind, 
under  tfa^  name  .of  ^  Hie  Liferuy  Quardiaflj' 
which  lived  aome  four  or  sue  months.  In  1834^ 
eame  <  Bell's  Weekly  Magaiin^'  at  the  "^  loir 
prioe'' of  tw(fience.  Itaoonqintteddiewoild: 
three  moodiSy  if  I  remember  xigh^  was  the  tens 
of  its  eustence.  Next  we  had  '  The  literary 
Tlmee^'  which  was  ushered  into  being  amidst 
the  greatest  poesUde  flouiiah  ci  trompets  and 
pomp  of  circomstaaoe.  In  the  second  or  third 
number  l2ie  editor,  Mr.  F.  Bailey,  author  of 
*  The  Clergyman  in  Debt,'  cdebsate^  by  antir 
eipatimi  the  tluid  eentenaty  of  ^  Tbe  literary 
Times'  ^ustonee :  in  lilde  .mcHre  dmn  four 
months  it  ^  died  and  made  no  sign."  A  oele- 
touted  auctioneer  was  <me  of  the  proprietors; 
and  be^  with  his  brethren  inadversity,  lost  ahige 
sum  of  money  by  the  speculation*  .  Last  of  all 
jOame  ^Fraaer's  Literary  Clhronicle,^  a  publication 
atarted  by  Mr.  Fraser,  who  was»  as  preTmusIy 
mentioned,  one  of  the  leading  parties  with 
whom  <  Fraser's  Magazine'  originated.  It 
vainly  hoped  to  bring  itsdf  into  notice,  as  ^The 
Lit^^iiy  Gasette '  jaatly  remarked  in  notiaog 
the  fint  number,  by  the  trenchant  manner  in 
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nMdi  itB  Mii0W8.iP|re  wittten.  It  uafd  the 
liCemry  tomabsirk  wiUiout  any  regard  to  tnA 
or  justice^  aod  without  evincu^  <Nae  qpark  of 
mercjr.  Oopies  innumerable  were  circukted 
gratb  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  in  die  hope  of 
attracting  attention*  Of  one  impreaaion  alone 
nearly  1,000  copies  were  forwarded  gratuitOual^ 
tO'  the  leading  towna  throughout  the  kingdei. 
Still  die  thing  dU  not  take;  the  hanrnJUedSt- 
eulation  nerer  exceeded  a  few  hundreds.  It 
lingered  tor  six  montfaa,  and  then  made  its  exit. 
A  large  sum  of  money  was  lost  by  the  specular 

tlQD* 

The  other  weeklies  of  any  p<qpul8iily  are, 
« The  ACrror/  <  The  Peny  M^aaine,*  and 

<  The  Saturday  Magazine/ 

ThbMiiibob  has  bsen  fifteen  or  racteen  years 
in  ezistenoe.  It  is  the  property  of  Mt.  Lim- 
bird,  wdl  known  for  his  popular  edition  of  the 
woiks  of  the  most  celebrated  novelists.  Mr. 
Limbird  is  also  understood  to  be  the  editor  of 

<  The  Bfirror/  The  circulation  of  this  periodical 
was  at  one  time  very  great  I  have  heard  it 
stated,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  question  the  ao- 
curacy  of  die  statement^  at  16^000  copies.  It 
certainly  was  to  be  seen  e?erywbere.  It  was 
amaiingly  popuhoTt  but  set  mon  ao  than  it  d»^ 
served;  for  it  has  always  bean  es»>iet<d  with 
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exoaHenl  taste.  Lord  Bmi^iaiii,  ^tbM  Mr. 
Brougfaam,  paid  it  some  lughcampfimente  in 
hifl  i^ace  in  die  Houae  of  Commons,  nine  or  tea. 
yean  ago.  The  great  number  of  perioAcab 
eondncfead  on  a  similar  plan,  and  wfaieh  were 
pnUiflhed  at  llie  same  price  (twopence)  t«i  or 
tweWe  years  ago,  necessarily  sfiected  its  droul*- 
lion  to  a  very  great  eitent  It  is  a  singular 
hetf  <liai  every  one  of  its  opponents  cf  tlie  daas 
to  wbieh  I  refer — sad  their  name  was  L^en — 
have  long  since  gone  to  ShakspearePs— • 
'*  UadiscoTer'd  oouvCrj, 
From  whoie  baunie  no  traTeller  retmos.*' 

But  unfortunately  for  <  Hie  Ifirror/  tiiey  were 
succeeded  by  <  Chambers'  Journal,'  wfaidi  has 
a  London  drculatton  of  nearly  lO^MO-;  ^The 
Penny  Magaaine;'  ■*  The  Saturday  Magaane,* 
^ce^  which,  of  course,  bmig  all  deeper,  some 
j^i  diem  by  ono-hal^  have  prerenled  its  recover- 
ing its^  fonner  circttlation.  Of  late,  howe?er, 
notwithstanding-  all  the  disadvantages  under 
which  it  has  had  to  lajbour,  <  The  Mirror'  has 
been  gradually  regaining  its  lost  sufaecribers.  I 
do  not  know  what  is  die  present  amount  of  its 
sale,  but  I  know  it  is  very  conAdfiacaiUe.  The 
work  consists  partly  of  selections,  and  partly  of 
original  mailer.    I  hawo  never  met  witha  i 
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The  Peitnt  Maoaeime,  as  eyery  one  knows^ 
was  establiBhed  gome  years  amoe  under  the 
auspices  of  the  <  Society  for  the  Diffumon  of 
Useful  Knowledge/  Its  sale^  ever  since  its 
commencement,  has  been  altogether  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  literature^  either  in  this 
or  any  other  country.  For  some  time  its  weekly 
circulation  verged  on  200,000  copies.  Within 
the  last  two  years  it  has  fidlen  off  considerably ; 
but  is  still  very  great  Even  now,  I  am  given 
to  understand,  it  is  not  much  less  than  140,000. 
The  name  of  the  Society  under  whose  auspices 
it  was  ushered  into  the  world,  and  whose  sanc- 
tion it  still  receives,  was  doubtless  a  very  power- 
ful recommendation  to  it  in  the  minds  of-  most 
men ;  but  the  judgment  dispti^ed  in  its  selected 
matter,  and  tiie  care  with  which  its  original  arti- 
cles were  prepared  on  its  first  appearance — and 
it  possesses  the  same  merits  still — could  not  fail 
to  attract  attention,  espedally  when  published  at 
the  previously  unheard-of  price  of  one  penny. 
Then  there  were  its  engravings,  at  once  numer- 
ous and  excellent :  these  were  not  only  pleasant 
to  the  eye>  but  were  most  useful  auxiliaries  to 
the  complete  illustration  of  the  subjects  to  which 
the  letter-press  related. 

Though  «The  Penny  Ifagazine'  is  ostensibly 
published  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
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Socie^  for  the  IK Aisioii  of  Unfal  Knowledge, 
tbey  ba^ye  nothiiig  whatever  te  do  widi  the  oon- 
ductii^  it  It  is  the  exckuive  property  of  Mr. 
Charles  Knight^  who  allows  the  Sodetf  a  oertab 
per  Geiitage*-4i  very  small  one — on  the  number 
of  copies  sold*  Mr.  Knight  is  the  editor  as 
well  as  die  proprietor  of  *  The  Peoay  Maga* 
ane.*  The  rate  at  which  he  pays  for  oontri- 
butions  is  perhaps  the  highest  in  the  histoiy 
of  periodical  literature.  He  gives  12. 15c  for 
eadi  page.  If  a  pbte  is  given  to  illustrate  the 
ardde^  Mr.  Elnight  allows  Ae  contributor  for 
it  also^  even  when  his  own  artist  has  to  ^adapt 
it^^  as  it  is  called^  at  the  same  rate  as  for  letter- 
press. A  friend  of  my  own,  who  some  time  age 
giave  Mr.  Knight  a  very  large  en^ving,  exe- 
cuted by  a  third  party,  to  illustrate  an  artide 
which  that  friend  had  in  the  Magaxine,  received 
1/.  158.  for  it,  though  it  had  to  be  brought 
down  by  Mr.  Knight's  artist^  so  as  to  oome 
within  the  sise  of  a  page  of  the  Magasine.  It 
is  a  most  lucrative  property,  llixee  yeam  ago 
the  profits  were  supposed  to  be  lO^OOlML  a  year  : 
they  cannot  be  less  than  7,0(MM.  now. 

The  Satukday  Maoazive  is  got  n^  on  Ae 
same  plan,  and  is  published  at  the  same  prices 
as  <  The  Pemiy  Magiane.'  The  onlydiffoienos 
1%  that  <  The  Saturday  Mi^asine'  is  wvuvedly 
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a  feBgioiUi  as  well  as  a  Utemy  pertddkaL  It 
WIS  started  soon  after  <  The  Penny  lilaganne,' 
under  the  anspiees  of  a  committee  ci  gendemen 
bebnging  to  die  Orarch  of  Eoglaad,  witfi  whose 
concurrence  it  is  still  publidied  The  profits^ 
had  there  been  any,  were  to  be  applied  to  reli« 
gious  and  charitable  purposes.  As  yei,  how- 
ever, the  circulation  has  not  exceeded  60,000 
copies,  which  is  bardy  a  paying  number.  The 
rate  of  remuneration  for  articles  is  one  guinea 
per  page.  Tins  periocBcal  is  got  up  wiA  nvnch 
care,  and  is  always  readable,  tt  is  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  it  has  not  been  more  successfoL 

I  have  thus  glanced  at  the  leading  melropo^ 
litan  periodicals  in  die  various  ranks  of  Etera^ 
ture,  b^imning  at  the  highest  prioe,  and  de- 
scending to  the  lowest  Every  one  who  has 
paid  any  attention  to  the  subject  must  have  been 
struck  with  the  great  difference  between  the 
character  of  our  present  periodical  literature 
and  that  of  the  last  century.  The  papers  which 
radsed  the  Spectators,  andTatlers,  andGuardians^ 
and  Ramblers  of  the  eighteenth  century,  into  di^ 
culation,  would  not  find  admission  into  our  peri- 
odicals. Supposing  that  Addison,  and  Steele^ 
and  Johnson,  were  all  to  rise  from  their  graves, 
and  oflfinr  themselves  anonymously  a8<oonti&>tttors 
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to  the  naguanes  «im1  reTiews  of  1886,  not  ono 
of  tiieir  articles  would  be  aeoeptecL  The  most 
wordiless  periodical  m  eziatenoe»  ^^imSiig  its 
daiiiis  to  tmbiic  patronage  on  its  original  matter, 
would  nnceremoniouafy  consign  their  <<  papers,** 
as  articles  in  those  days  were  called,  to  tiie  flames. 
Tliere  is  another  circumstance  connected  with 
the  periodic|d  literature  of  the  present  day, 
which  I  mention  principally  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  those  young  aspirants  after  literary  fame 
who  are  so  apt  to  be  disheartened  when  their 
artides  are  rejected.  I  allude  to  the  circum- 
stance of  so  much  stress  being  liiid  by  the  gene- 
rality of  the  conductors  of  periodicals  on  the 
contributor  being  personally,  or  by  reputa* 
tion,  known  to  them.  There  are  many  editors 
who  make  a  point  of  not  taking  the  trouble  to 
examine  any  articles  which  may  be  sent  them 
by  unknown  correspondents.  If  they  would 
only,  when  returning  the  articles,  mention  the 
fact,  it  would  save  the  inexperienced  writer  a 
world  of  mortification,  because  he  tixen  wQuld 
know  that  the  rejection  of  his  paper  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  its  merits  or  demerits;  but 
they  usually  lead  him  to  infer  from  the  note 
which  accompanies  it,  that  it  is  rejected  solely 
because  it  is  deemed  unworthy  of  insertion* 
The  probability  ia,  that  h^  becomes  so  dia* 
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heartened  as  to  abjure  literature  altogether.  If 
joung  men  of  talent  could  only  contrive  to  get 
their  articles  forwarded  to  respectable  journals 
by  means  of  some  indiTidoal  well  known  to  the 
editor  eitfier  personally  or  by  name,  they  would 
have  an  infinitely  better  chance  of  succeeding.  I 
am  confident  that  had  Sir  Walter  Scott  himself 
when  at  the  height  of  his  fame,  forwarded  ano- 
nymously a  dozen  articles  to  as  many  of  the 
periodicals,  ten  out  of  the  twelve  would  have 
been  rejected.  Mr.  Robert  Chambers,  of  Edin- 
burgh, mientions  an.  instance  in  which  Sir  Walter, 
before  he  was  known  to  &me,  sent  an  irticle  to 
a  weekly  periodical  of  the  Modem  Athens,  with 
the  initials  «W.  S."  attached  to  it,  which  was 
rejected  as  unworthy  of  publication. 

I  could  mention  instances  in  which  the  cir- 
cumstance of  not  knowing  the  writer  has  led 
editors  to  reject  articles  of  the  first-rate  merit 
Let  one  very  remarkable  one  suflice.  The  series 
of  papers  which  appeared  some  years  ago  in 
*  Blackwood^s  Magazine,''  under  the  general  title 
of  <The  Diary  of  a  Physician,'  and  which  excited 
so  much  interest  at  the  time,  were  first  offered 
to  the  proprietor  of  one  of  our  London  periodi- 
cals :  the  author  'was  unknown  to  him  as  a 
writer :  he  did,  however,  « look  at"  the  articles. 
And  what  does  the  reader  suppose  was  his  opi^ 
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maa  ^ Hmr  maitB?  He  pvonoaoed Umbi  to 
be  ^fme  tieah,"  and  returned  diem  aeoorfBgly 
toAemxAmt.  They w«re tibes Mmt to ' Black- 
wood's Magt^iiie^"  where  thejr  met  widi  a  very  ds{- 
ierenlreGeptioik  Let  me  here  atafee»  while  tbos 
incidefitally  aUudtng  tothk  seriee  ef  popers,  that 
the  audior  is  Mr.  Warren,  an  Engfidi  bairista', 
and  8on  of  Dr.  Warroi,  whoee  dilfereneea  with 
the  Wedeyan  MethodifilB  have  lately  made  bo 


As  one  who  has  had  some  espersenoe  in  die 
condneting  of  periodicals,  I  would  advise  those 
who  are  ambitious  of  writii^  for  magagnes,  to 
pay  as  much  attention  to  the  pwimamJn'p  of 
their  articles  as  possible.  Tlie  iadisposilioia 
naturally  felt  by  editors  to  examine  aztides  sent 
by  unknown  persons,  is  greatly  increased  when 
the  hand-writi]ig  is  dKfficalt  to  read.  If  the 
article  be  legibly  writtmi,  and  be  at  the  same 
time  good,  there  is  a  chanee  that  if  the  editor 
onoe  ^  looks  into  it,''  as  the  phrase  is^  he  wiD 
he  insensibly  led  on  to  read  it  throng  and  pvs- 
bably  decide  on  its  insOTtioQ. 

The  editor  of  a  magazine  of  reputation  has 
no  enviable  berth.  Heis  everlastingly  pealsted 
with  nonsensical  artidies  from  persons  q^oite  in* 
experienced  in  compositioa,  afanoat  all  of  whom 
ai^ttUs  ^constant  readers.".  Whan  a  piperss 
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usa^  your  vagAsine  contiibator  is  one  of  ikt 
Hioit  faanible  snd  obeeqoioaB  penwluigeB  in  die 
imdL  Tlienu^exbie»a  ^yaluiblei"  or  <<ex- 
oeneof*  one;  and  lib  letter  to  yon  is  honey  el 
eiver.  You  are  surprised  and  defigfated  to  find 
sllch^  a  denrted  friend  and  admirer  in  one  of 
whom  yon  know  nodmig»  and  who  knows 
equafly  litde  of  you.  Reject  his  artiele,  or  A^ 
lay  an  answer  to  it  for  some  time^  though  he 
has  written  to  you  once  or  twice  asking  one,  and 
then  see  what  SMt  of  a  persom^  you  have  to 
deal  witlL  All  his  former  adulation  gives  place 
lo  the  most  liberal  abuse;  his  contempt  for 
yourself  and  your  <<  valuable  mi^;asine'*  ii 
equally  supreme.  IBs  friendship  is  succeeded 
by  the  most  bitter  enmity ;  he  only  now  wishes 
he  saw  your  bones  broilii^  on  the  gridiron 
wfaidi  poor  old  Cobbett  destined  for  himself 
m  the  event  of  his  predictions  about  the  credit 
and  currency  of  the  country  not  bdng  fulfilled. 

Those  only  whom  Fate  has  doomed  to  be  the 
editor  of  a  magasinei,  can  have  any  idea  of 
the  miseries  whidi  that  personage  endures  firom 
testy  correspondents.  Some  of  them  ezpeot  an 
answer  as  to  whether  tlieu*  articles  are  to  be  ae« 
cepted  or  rqeeted  in  a  eouple  of  days^  though 
hm  the  interminable  lengtli  of  the  oonti3mtion» 
end  dMi  Uevaglypiuc  diWMter.ef  ttm  ] 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MB  99RXODICAL  VmaOLTUtCE. 

elkip,  it  would  take  nearly  two  6$^  eves  snp^ 
poaing  one  had  nothing  else  to  do»  to  aduevtt 
the  reading  of  it  It  isnot  enough  that  the  poor 
editor  bo  abused  himael^  and  denoutnoed  by  dis- 
appointed candidates  for  admission  into  his 
pages :  the  proprietor  of  the  magaaine  must  be 
acquainted  with  the  casC)  in  order  that  he*m^ 
be  made  aware  that  he  has  an  unprindpled  fdk* 
low  in  his  employ,  who  is  not  only  ootragiag 
literature^  and  insulting  a  genius  he  cannot  i^ 
predatOy  but  irretrieyaUy  ruining  his  property 
by  the  rejection  of  articles  of  so  much  m&oL 
Sometimes  complaints  of  this  kind  are  made  to 
the  proprietors  in  ^fopna  penona,  sometimes 
by  letter.  One  of  the  former  class  was  preferred^ 
two  years  ago^  to  one  of  the  then  pubBshers  of 
^  The  Monthly  Magaaine'  against  Ihe  editor^ 
The  publisher  of  course  knew,  by  espetienoe^ 
how  to  treat  such  matters ;  in  other  word8>  he 
paid  no  attention  to  the  complaint  of  neglected 
genius.  The  indignant  rejected  contiibator  re^ 
turned  home,  and  by  the  next  twopenny  post- 
poured  forth  the  vials  of  his  wradi  on  the  hibfio- 
pole,  in  the  following  quaint  and  amuaing 
terms: — 

''Jtywa^  18^1884 
'' SiB,— On  the  16th  of  Jitoe  la8t»  a  portioB  of 
a  M&  entitled.  «  Aamodeus  in  Londoop'  ad* 
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dneeed  to  die  'Editor  of  the  NewMootUy  Mar 
gasmen  Cochrane  and  M'Crone,  Waterloo  Place^' 
was  delivered  pursuant  to  the  latter  half  of  the 
direction,  and  received  by  you. ,  Receiving  no 
answer,  I  addressed  a  note^  as  I  before  did 
the  article,  received  by  you.    Another,  note^ 

received  by  ' knows  whom,'  I  don't, — unan* 

swered.  If  you  think  it  becoming  to  doubt  the 
above,  ask  the  bearer  of  the  present;  I  can't 
think  Mm  mistaken,  though  he  be  but  a  child. 
And  thou^  but  just  emerged  from  childhood 
myself  my  brisdn  has  quite  as  comfortable  a  no- 
tion of  its  own  dignity  as  your  obesity^-mind 
that  Now  I  called  upon  you  this  afternoon 
to  know  what  it  all  meant,  and  found  myself 
considerably  bothered  in  the  presence  of  your 
six-foot  dignity.*  You  said,  <  that  you  was  not 
the  publisher  of  the  New  Monthly,  but  of  the 
Old.'  Very  likely;  1  rarely  read  magazines,  I 
leave  it  to  blockheads,  who  have  morb  money 
and  time  to  throw  away  upon  nonsense  than  I 
have;  I  am  very  well  content  to  write  it  <for  a 
remuneration,'  that's  what  I  want*  I  made  the 
mistake  in  the  direction  from  seeing  your  name 
topping  the  review  of  a  number  as  its  publisher 
Again,  you  said,  in  answer  to  die  inquiry, 
would  such  misdirected  articles  be  received? 
•  Mr.  Cochrane  is  a  taU  i 
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^  No.'  Bat  mw  such  was  reeem^  and  a  1 
of  iMas,  at  interval^  to  boot;  wbidx  1  cod 
only  attribato  to  your  desire  to  eat  oat  Bent^ 
ley,  good  or  bod.    You  may  oat  bim  oat  as 

mudi  as  you  pleose;  but  FU  be if  FU  be 

cut  out  toe. 

**  However,  I  oare  not  by  wbom  the  articioB 
are  paMaheil,  you  may  ha^e  thraiif  youfleasc^ 
if  nol^  eend  fheaa  back  <*per  bearer.' 

Mr.  Nidboh  must  be  a  rare.pefsonage ;  but 
there  is  no  laek  of  sudi  cbaracten  in  the 
literary  woHd.  The  supenoriptioB  of  tbe  above 
fetter  was  simply  «  Cochrane." 
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